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1 1 ; "i er for the Inſtruction of Princes; 
3 Tinh Miracles of Vireue, | as well as 
. Prodig ies of Vice; and ſuch ama- 
. Tonſequences ge” both, as are 
ſccearcely ro be found in any other 


Hiſtory. Of all thoſe Emperors 
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that | preſent; to Vour Highneſs, the 
gteater Part muſt be acknowledg d 
„ have been notoriouſſy culpable, 
+. both in their Governments and their 


Morals ; and of thoſe Forty which 


5 ole the Body of this Hiſtory, 
Iwenty Seven were brought to un- 
CO natural Death. Vet theſe will afford 
Matter of great Caution and Inſtru- 
tion to young Princes; their Miſ- 
fortunes being almoſt all owing to 
their own Miſmanagements ; their 
_ devoting themſclyes to the dazling 
Charms of Rule and Empire ; +” 20 
r giving a full Looſe td their 
8 3. exorbitant " Paſſions, and inſatiable 


Apperites. By theſe Examples Your 


 _ Highre may learn the deplorable 
und fatal Miſchiefs of a boundleſs Ty- 
mam; nt Flames ! it raiſes « on enn, 


"and 
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Proyidence purſuing 
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ever with ehe utter Ruin of their F ame 
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vitable Vengeance, and „ 2 
m and their Progeny with. „ 
; the extreameſt. Miſeries od 
ties: And tho they ſometimes. were 
for a while triumphant 1 in their enor-- 
mous Proceedings, yet all their Pow- . 
er and Authority could not pteſerve 
| them from the Hatred of their 
jects, or from the Treaſons of their 
: reateſt Confidents, and moſt obliged 
nor could all their u- 
merous Fc orces ſecure them from vi- 
olent and unnatural Deaths; which _ 
were often accompany'd with the moſt _ 
barbarous and ignominious Uſage ; 
ſometimes with the Extirpation => 
their whole Race and Families, and 
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on "uh" contraty, gud. 18 11 13 
: : val find that the Reigns of the good 


Emperors and Governors, ſuch as 4u- 


 - guſtus Veſpaſian, Titus, * and the 
Two Artoninec, were conſtantly attend- 
' ed with the greateſt Proſperity and 
"Felicity: Their Actions were Noble 
and Succeſsful; their Deaths Natural 
and Glorious; and their Memories To 

Dear and Precious to their Subjects, 
that they could not refrain from. 1do- | 
lizing and placing theſe Princes -in a 

Rank above all other Morcals. And 
tho When the Empire declined, and 
became almoſt incurably corrupted by 


ill Princes and Tyrants, 1 per- 
mitted two or three of the £00 d Em- 


perors, namely, Alexander, Gordian, 
and Probus, to Fall by the irreclaimable 
: Inſolence 1. the Soldiers: : Yet this 


is ſtill very obſervable, that tho by 


reaſon of wicked Predeceſſors, re 


duch Accidents as rarely happen in 
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Humanity; 


Expectation 
that Your Highneſs's Proceeding may 
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were brought to untimely Ends; 52 yet 
We find not one of the bad "og % 


rors that eſcapd; unleſs. we may ex- 


cept Severus, 5 — Noble Se (o 
the State and Government, exempts 
him, in a great Meaſure, from that 


Name and * 1 os a 5 8 
Thee are Conlflnenins of = 


higheſt Importance to the Happineſs | 
of a Prince and his Subjects; and 
therefore, I hope they may vindi- 
cate my Preſumption in offering this 


Book to Your Highneſs's Patronage ; 


which, notwithſtanding I would not 
have 'attempted, without particular 


Incour Your 


made 


Leave and gement. 


tions Hopes, and given it a mighty 


and Satis faction. 


a Progreſs far 
above Yonr Age, in Literature and 
and choſe extraordinary _ 
Improvements have raisd the Na- 
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N the Writing of this ſecond Volume,tho' Thad 


. whom it is Dedicated; yet I took ſuch particu- 
lar Care, that it might beof the ſame general 


Uſe with the firſt Part; and bade endeavour d, as much os 
poſſible, to make it of a Piece with that. As the firſt was @ 


Series of 727 Years, to the compleat Eſtabliſhment of the 


Roman Empire; ſo this is a Series of 3 55 Years from thence, 


10 the Removal of the Imperial Seat, which was a principal 


Cauſe of its Ruin; and carry d downinthe ſame Manner and 
Method, ſo far as was conſiſtent with the Subject and Ma- 
terials. In this I have alſo imterwoven ſome Eccleſiaſtical _ 


Affairs, ſuch as the ten General Perſecutions of the Church, 


up Material Part of the Roman Hiſtory, 
De Authors I us'd for the compoſing. of this Piece, 


all the Way ſome Regard to that young Prince to 
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and ſome other Matters, which are not Foreign, but ma ke 


TE 
were principally Dion-Callius, Joſephus, Euſebius, He- 

rodian, and Zozimus, among the Greeks; and Taci- 
tus, Suetonius, thoſe - Authors call Hiſtoriæ Augu- 


ſtæ Scriptores, and ſeveral Epitomizers, ſuch as Flo—-— 


rus, Lætus, Victor, and Eutropius among the Latins. 


Out of tbeſe and ſome others, I have made as Regular 4 


Story as I could; tho" ] ſometimes met with great Diff- 
culties, by reaſon of the Courſeneſs and Sterility of many 
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Parts of my Materials, which together with ths S trange- 


nes of the Subjtt, ove often ce me to deſcend from De 


the Quality of an Hiſtorian, 0 that of a Biographer. 
The Reigns of ſome of the Emperors Were ſo monſtrouſly 
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Wicked, and ſo extravagantly Inconſiſtent, that it 1a; 
ver) hard to treat them either with Decency'or Gravity :| 
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Aud for this Seutonius and the Auguſtan Writers have 
been juſtly blamed, for mixing too much Tiewtheſs as wel 
as Meannejs in their Writings, I have likewiſe eamin d 


ſeveral Modern Authors of this. Kind, and haus made uſe 


f them, whenſoever I T 2 for the Benefit of my 


- # Spaniſh Huthor, long ſince Tranſlated into our Tongue. 
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But I buve not had any Advatage from the French Hi- 


Foriant, nor made any uſe of them, tho I am inform, 
« that ſome bave.-writ very finely and A EN 


Subjelt: Aud this mas partly by reaſon of 'my Unchilf!- 
«meſs in there Language, and partly my being unacquainted 
» with their Lam and diſſuſive Way of writing Hiſtory 


5 As to the Stile, I bave endeavour'd to make it plain 
and intelligible,” and withal grave and nervgus free from 
mean and low Expreſſions, as well as 140"many Flouriſhes: 
And tho L believe that it is generally more corvebt. and 


not pronounce i: Faulileſs. Nor bad I Time to beſtow my 


walt Paing upon it in all Places, eſpecia tut the 
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treat his Pardon far ſmall. Errors and Faults, if be finds 
any; for the, greateſt part of this Book was writ in an 
: ob ure Place, where I labour d under many Inconxpenien- 


_ ries, | both a to: Books and Oportunities of. Srudying. 


$524 va; 5 
1 ; 
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8 the. Space of 1 21, Years. 


CHAP: 1. hw the full Settlement of 15 Roman Ken 5 
pire, to the Deatlhʒ of Auguſtus ;- in 29hoſe Reign the 
State and Form of the Empire was in its ans Per- 


fection: Containing neat 41 Nenn. 2% th 
char, II. From the Deuib of Aug onus: 10 the Death 
of Hiberius the: Third. Emperor, 2 debadd and 
brought the Chief zorruptions into the Roman Ee e 2 
Containing above 22 Narr. p. 50. 
CHAP. III. From the Death of e to thi Death 


Nero, the Sixth Emperer ; which ended the Julian 
.. Family, and firſt broke the Suceeſſun #4 the Empire: 


Containing above 30 Tears. p. 81. 
CHAP. IV. From the Death of Nero, to the Death of 


Vitellius, he Nath Emperor; after which the Empire 
became Hereditary a {ocond Time: e the Space 
of almoſt two Tears... 4 EY 


CHAP. V. Fromi the Death of vitellius, to the Death of 


Veſpaſian, The Tenth: Emperor, who reſtor d the Em- 


pine in great Meaſure to it's former Glory:  Contaming 
about 10 Tar. 88. 


CH AP. VI. Erom the Dearh of velpatianiol the Death 


of Domitian'rbe- Twelfth Emperor, which ended the 


Family of the Veſpaſians, and The- Twelve Czfars 


enn near 2 m 221. 


T.20 M 2 555 Suden os the « Empire oe Au- | 
T guſtus, robe End ef the Twoboe Cælars: . ö 
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HE Ns RO MM the laſt of the Ter Chl: , ihe . 
„ ve of the Imperial Seat by Conſtantine the Great, 


FFF 77 the Space of 234 Tears. 
' CHAP. 1 From the” Death b Domitian, the laſt of 
the Tweboe Cæſars, to the Death of Trajan, the Four- 
teenth Emperor, who brought the Empire to the ut-· 
moſt Extent and Power: : | Containing 25 $ ye of 2i © 
. 25 P · 5. 
: CHAP. II. "ons as Death of Trajan, is the Death of 
Antoninus Philoſophus, or Marcus Aurelius, tbe 
Se venteenth Emperor; when the Power and Luſtre of 
the Roman _—_ mo to ad] „ 9 6 4 

amm. 4 gh 
| CHAD. III. From the Death 5 Antonlios P loſe. 
pang 20. the Death of Pertinax, the Nineteenth Em- 
-» peror.; when the Empire became expos'd to „ Sale by the 
+ Soldiers... : Containing above 13 Narr. P. 340- 
CHA P. IV. From the Death of Pertinax, to the Death 
$4 2 Alexander, the Twenty fifth Emperor; when the 
Empire was firſt transferr'd without the Conf ent of the 
Senate, Containing above 42 Years. Pi. 363. 
5 CHAP. V. From the Death of Alexander, fo the Cap- 
©. tivity of Valerian the Thirty ſecond Emperor; hen 
_ the Empire began to be uſurped by Thirty Perſons at 
once, commonly call d the — Tyrants.. Contubareg 
about 24 Years. © p. 440. 
. VI. Frcm the Caprivity of Velen and the 
- beginning of the Thirty e to the Reſignation of Cla 
: Dlocletas, the Thirty Ninth Emperor; when the IC 
Empire became firſt divided into 0h apo Parts. Coy 
_ © Containing about 45 Years, © + p. 479; Nc 
CHAP. VII. From the Reſignation of Dioclefian, 6 Ne 
tze Removal of the Imperial Seat to Conſtantinople, D F 
2 Conſtantine the Great, they Forty firſt Emperor ; Di 
_ which was the greateſt Step to _ Ruin of the Roman Di 
Em ire. e about 26 Tears 4 P. 5 355 Do 


9575 THE 


N DRIAN, Lach Emp. p. 85, to 303. 7 


Alexander, 25th Emp. p. 422, to 438. 


intoninus Philo. 17th Emp. p. 314, to 339. 
Antoninus Verus, 17th Emp. p. 314, to > 323+ 

363. Auguſtus, 2d Emp. p. 1, to 49. „5 
1 Aurelian, 35th Emp. p. 497, to 507. „„ 
when Bolbinus and Pup. 27th Emp. p. 449, to 55. 85 
ms at Caligula, 4th Emp. ih $25 Oo „„ 

ning Caracalla, 224 Emp. p. 389, 402. 

440. Carinut, nd 


d the Carus and Num 1 28th Emp. p. 510, to 53% . : 


on of Claudias I. «th Empip p. 105, ro 127 

» the Claudius II. zach Emp. p. 492, to 496. 

Parts. Commodus, 180% Emp. p- 340, to 351. . 
479. Conſfantine the Great, 41ſt Emp. p. 540, to . 5 
n, to Conſtantius, 4oth Emp. P. 536, to 540. | 3 
ople, Decius, zoth Emp: p. 466, to 4177 

erbr; ¶ Diadumenus and Mac. 23d Emp. p. 104, to 40% 
man ¶ Pioclefian and Max. 39th Emp. p. 5 12, to $34. 

536. ¶ Domitian, 12th Emp, p. 232, to 252. 


r | Calbe | 2 5 


3 


EMPER OR8 


Antoninus Pius, 16th Emp. p. 303, to 313 oY 


, en 


A TABLE en, | 


Fe 1 Emp. p. 1 to 162. 3 . |; 
Galerius, 40th a p. 536, to 544. © SS = I 
Gallienus, &c. 33d Emp. p. 479, to 0. IN 
Gallus, 3 fſt Emp. p. 47% to 474. SIR 
Geta, 22d Emp. p. 389, to 394. 

Gordian, 28th Emp. p. 446, 461. 
Heliogabalus, 24th Emp. p. 410, to 118 
Julian, 20th Emp. p. 365, to 370. 

Licinius, 4 1ſt Emp. -P: 4 to 553. 
Macrinus and Diad. 23d Emp. p. 404, to 40 * 
Maximian and Dio. 1695 Emp. p. $224 to 534 


Maximinus and Ss Bs 
e 
Nero, 6th Emp. p- 126, to W . 


Nerva, 13th Emp. p. 256, to ATE OE 
Numerian, See Carus. . F 
Otho, Sth Emp. p. 163, to 171. + 6 N 5 
Pertinax,” I th Emp. p. 35%, to . . 
Philip, z9th Emp. p. 462, to 466. 1 8 2 
Probus,” zyth Emp. p. 5 11, to 518. tos, ny Pong 3 
Pupienus, and Bal. thi: Emp, * 4495 1 55. 
Luintilus, — — 49 95 voy r. 
Severus, 21ſt Emp. p. 35 1, to 389ꝓ“. 
e = 36th Emp. p. 508, to 510. 1 
© Tiberios; zu Empe p. 9720 7... 
| | | Titus, th Emp. P-. 21 17 to 2.406" EE 
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more peaceable and flouriſhing Cod. 
dition, than at the time when Auguſtus | 
SE Ceſar took upon him the ſole Admi- 
uy ration of the Goverument ; whether it be cons 
Per din relation to Foreign Wars or Domeſtick 
| a, "Troubles, 


CHE 


I The Reman . Book! 
2 roubles, As the Temple of | Fanus, was ſtill kept 
mut, ſo the Soldiers cheif Concern was the reap- 
ing the Fruits of their former Conqueſts; and as 
all private Pretenſions to, Government were ex- 
cluded by this New Settlement, ſo the ſecret Practi- 
ces and ambitious. Deſigus of particular Perſons, 
which of late Tears, had iniſerably harraſs'd and 
almoſt ruin'd the State were now wholly cruſh'd 
and ſtifled. And to compleat the Happineſs of 

* » Rome, Auguſtus himſelf made it his principal Care 
and Employment to maintain this Peace, and to 
gain the Hearts and Affections of the People, Who 
were now made his Subjects by Conſent, as before 
they had heen by Conſtraint; without which he 
cou'd not with any Security have preſerv'd his Au- 
- thoricy entire. This Love and Efteem which he 
_endeavour'd to gain, manifeſtly diſplay'd it. ſelf 

. ſhortly after his being nam'd Auguſtus, in the Senate's 
giving him the Title of Father of this Country, in theſe 

_ words; .7The Senate, by the unanimous Conſent aud Con- 
- currence of the People of Rome, ſalutes You, Cæſar Au- 
guſtus, with a Title of Pater Patriæ, 4 ng all man- 
ner of Proſperity to You and Your Family; and in ſoo do- 
ing, they wiſh perpetual Felicity to the Commonwealth, 
T0 which hearty Saluration the Emperor reply'd, eg 
with the utmoſt Marks of Satisfaction; That now be vv 
- nas become Ma ſter of his greateſt Wiſhes ; and what prin- fi 
cpally remain d for bim as, to implore the Aſſiſtance f M 
- the” Immortal Gods to make him a true Father of bi to 
Country, and to continue him in their Love and Affecti- be 
ont to the laſt Moment of bis Life. The Sincerity off eſt 
this Anſwer was more fully confirm'd by Time; co 
for in all his Publick Cares and Actions the general an 
Good of his Country was manifeſtly his principal pe 
Aim. And this appear d not only in his Biſcouiſe, ly 
but in one of his Edicts, Which runs thus: ould 1 An 
Heaven I might jo firmly eftabliſh the Common: Wealth 

.  Rpon its proper Baſis, and reap ſueh- Fruits of my ince 
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ar my Death, That the Common-Wealth will perpetually 
fon —— the Foundations which I have laid. . © 


| Concern was to eſtabliſh the Religion of 


the State as he found ir, and whatever Changes he 
made in other Publick Matters, he was ftill careful 


to avoid making any in this; well conſidering how 


tender a Point that was, and how dangerous ſuch 


Alterations might prove in an unſettl'd Empire. In 
atters of Civil Government and Common Right, 


ke reform d many ancient Laws, and enacted ſe- 
veral New; yet he acted not wholly by his own 


Pleafure, bur propounded many Things to be deba- 


ted in Publick, that if any diſapprov'd of em, they 
might be alter'd and corrected. He defir'd all ro 
declare their Opinions with the utmoſt Freedom 
and Openneſs, and after hearing and weighing their 


Reaſons, he wou'd act as he thought em moſt co- 


gent; but he more 6 deſir d to be advis d 
by the Conſuls, or his Collegue. if he himſelf bore 


that Office ; all which manner of Proceeding made 


him ſtill more highly eſteem'd and belov d. Of the 
other Magiſtrates he made choice of one out of 
each ſort, and out of the Senate fifteen, which 
were elected by Suffrage, and were conſtituted for 
fix Months ro be his Councellors; that by this 


Means he might ſeem to-communicate his: Deſigns 


Labour, as in after Ages I may be reputed the Fun- 
per of ſo Noble a Fabrick ; and carry this Hope with me 
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to the reſt. He brought many things of great Note 
before the whole Senate; but in Affairs of the high= 4 
eſt Importance he often thought it | moſt proper to _ 


Time i conſult a few ſelect Perſons ot the greateſt Wiſdom . 
general and Underftanding. He ſometimes call'd theſe 


Perſons to decide Cauſes ; rho' the Senate conſtant= 

ly heard ſome particular Matters, and likewiſe gave 
Anſwer to the Ambaſſadors of Kingdoms and other 
States as formerly; Tho' the Comitia or Aſſemblies 

of the People were ſometimes held, yet 9 

1 8 | 5 3 
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1 wa there Ade een ckp voi en 
ſure of the Emperor: He permitted the Tribones 
40 intercede for rhe People, but not to prefer ox 
Binder any Bill; and Without this particular Re- 
gtraint he knew chat the common Sort wou'd never 
ſuffer him to ſit ſecurely in his Throne. Te part 
Jy nominated Magiſtrates himſelf, and left others 
to be created by the people; ſtill taking care tha 
no unworthy Perſons Fr ee themſelves. by Any 
indirect Practices! And chis was the general pon 
| of Hugaſtns's Ad miniſtration of \the”Governmetitk 
v0 pPünge in the World being more Judicious i 
1 complying with His People,- or more Skilfal inthe 
= | Dae his Authority. Zaihbs NG. £09 ner 
- 1 His prudent Bearing with ſeveral Affrontss Aid 
his diſcreet Backwardneſs in Se ee 
1955 Was: very 1 rem: rkable'; being always the 
A udgr ent, — | profound; 
e He een freely Pardon d man 
great Perſons, whom the Senate had condemmn'd 
and that out of Policy as well as Clemencyg . 
ciouſſy conceiving, that the bare Queſtio 
Men of the highest Rank; wou'd produce as mu 
Terror, tho it argu d not ſo much Rigour, às hie 
puniſhment of em And when ever the Extremi- 
ty of the Law was usd, it was in Matters of the 
hligheſt Importance and ꝑreateſt Neceſſity; and that 
' * xo ſettle a general e ility, and a more laſtipg 
5 Happineſs. Hes Was ju by ſenſible, That he had 
till mam Enemies, both upon the. account of his 
former Conteſts, as well as his preſent Authority; 
therefore he the more readil/ em Wege e dess 
ol his Friend Aer ui, Never to be concern d ut 
v Ipetten againſt lim; Fur, added he, , their\ Aecu- 
9 ation he true, be ought rather to correct inuſelf than red 
ruin others | 3 N Falſe; >the: Cott exopy of fuel Diſcburſes 
OE! ws 2vould-deftroy. the Belief of em; hut a Concern WIA 
8 Trab fie * an ul pur in the Pore of 1b. 4 
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Authority wanot yet well ripen d and ſtrengthen d 


by Time. And afterwards, When his Son- in Law 
Tiberius had by Letter urgd him to puniſn one Æliun 
for his Irreverence and Scurrility towards'his'Sove- 
reign, he in his Anſwer deſir d him, Nor to indulge the 
Paſſions of bis Tarte; adding, That if any Man dares peak 
we are ſuſfictentiy happy, while our Condition 28 
ſuch. as be can do us ub Tyjury.) His great Kindnels \. 
and. Civility to Antons Party prov'd'a firmiSup 
to his -own Intereſt; and the greater, becauſe he 
had given ſuch Publick Demonſtrations of his Fa- 
vour to em, by adding Places of FTruſt and Ho: 
nours to his Pardons: His K indneſs and Bounty to 
the generality of the people was no leſs remarkable; 
for many of the zommons who were in a dell 
ning Condition he generally relicud: And when 
ſeveral of em had made him Heir ro-theiriiGoods 
and Eſtates, he immediately reſtor d all to the Chik 
dren of the Deceas d, intimating, That 10 good F. 


tber ever apes any Prince fur bis Heir but à Tyrant 


If they were too young to receive it, he kept 2c un 
they were of competent Age; and then deliver d 
it with a conſiderable Addition > his ow Which 
generous Action ſhew'd this E r to be 8 
true 2 Guardian 0 dag ans 8 4 Father to; his 
Country...) 5 * iH 8e Yb 43 [$397 01 

But the ane are of Auguſtus -wasito: ſarisfie 
hisSoldiers- and to render them conſtant and faith 
ful 77 all 3 A denen rauen, of 


ic, rwenty 7 —— 
eyenteen of which were tn ben mae 2 
1 MF about 


ry 2 ; OOs : £3 
| 1e Danube, three in 
Spain, and two in Dalmatia; the other eight were 
half in Aſa, and half in Africa; namely, four a- 
bout the Euphrates and the Eaſtern Provinces, two 
in Egypt, and two in the Province of Carthage. 
Theſe were for ſome Ages with little Alterations 
conſtantly maintain'd in Times of Peace, amount- 
ing to 170650 Men, reckoning 6100: Foot and 726 


Horſe in each Legion; all which were paid with 


the utmoſt Care and Exactneſs, their Annual Wa- 


Ses amounting Sto near ſix Millions of our Mo- 


ney, beſides plentiful Proviſions of Corn, and the 
Stipends of Officers. But nigh the City of Rome 
were always lodg'd twelve Cohorts, conſiſting of 
about ooo Men, nine of which were call'd Præ- 
torian, and the other three Urbane; and theſe were 
eſtabliſh'd under a double Notion,jthe Guard of the 
Emperor's Perſon, and the Safety and Security of 
the City, Beſides theſe numerous and well difci- 
ee by Land, Auguſtus alſo kept up two 
large and powerful Fleets at Sea; the one riding at 
Anchor near Ravenna in the upper Sea, to come 
mand and defend Dalmatia, Greece, Crete, Cyprus, 
Aſia, with the Eaſtern Provinces; the other at Mi- 
ſenum in the lower Sea, to awe and protect Gaul, 
Spain, Africk, and the Weſtern Parts. But this was 
not the ſole uſe of theſe two Navies, they being 
deſign d likewiſe to ſcoux the Seas of all Pirates; 
to terve for Convoys to the Tributes, Cuſtoms, 
and Impofts, upon all Occaſions; and to tranſport 
Corn and other Proviſions neceſſary for the Sub- 


ſiſtence and Relief os the City. Auguſtus was no 


leſs careful in Re- peopling Italy, which he joyn'd to 
Ci Algin- Gaul, and brought twenty eight Colonies 
inco it, having been much enfeebled and exhauſted 
of Men by the late Civil Wars. He at the ſame 
time took mucn care about the publick High- ways, 
and finding them extreamly neglected of dane Year 


%, 


Chap. I. Aud us r us n. 


he left ſome of them to be repair d by certain Sc na- 

tors, at their on proper Charges, and undertgak 
the Via Haminia himſelf; for which work, Statues 
were erected to him on the Bridge of the Tiber, and 
at Ariminum. At the beginning of his Adminiſtra- 
tion, many Robberies and Outrages were comnut- 


ted in Italy. ;. and ſeveral Parties had:-form'd them- 5 


ſelves into a Society, calling themſelves The N⁹0¹ 
Colledge, and acting all kinds of Villanies; all which 
he {uppreſs'd by his Guards, and aboliſh'd all Fra- 
ternities but ſuch as were ancient and legal. He al- 
ſo burnt all the old Bonds and Accounts Which were 

due to the publick Treaſury, as the chief occaſion 
of vexatious Suits; and if the Title of any publick 
Place in the City was dubious and litigious, he a. 
warded it to the preſent Poſſeſſor. Then to make 
all Men cafie and ſatisfi d, he generouſly releas d all 
ſuch Priſoners, both Debtors and . Criminals, as 
were kept under Reſtraint, only for the Malicious 
Pleaſure to the Creditors and Informers,....  ; +{ 
_  Thuscarefully was Auguſtus employ d for the two 


firſt Years of his new Adminiſtration, and it might 


have been reaſonably expected, that the Wiſdom of 


his Inſtitutions; and the Mildneſs of his Govern- 


ment, ſhou d have prevented all Revolts and Inſur- 
rections in the Conquer d Countries: But fo pre- 
vailing is the love of Liberty, that in theſe proſpe- 
rous Times he was alarm'd with News of Britain 


being full of Sedition, part of Spain up in Arms, and 
Gaul -prepar'd for an Inſurrection. All Which he 


judg d a ſufficient Cauſe to open the Temple of 
Janus, Which he did, after it had been ſhut near 
five Years; and for the better Eſtabliſhment of all 


Affairs, he left Rowe himſelf and departed. for Gt 


with all neceſſary Expedition, There the Britiſh - 


Amballadors, by their fair Promilſss, prevented his 


paſſing over thither; and the Gals, by their Sub- 
miſſion, ſhorten d his Stay in their Country; fo 
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. their beſt E 


jol _— — comm tore . 


attack to Waärlike and Obſtinate a peop le in ſuch 
With gr eat Ex pedition built many Forts, Ande- 


: map able Mfferies of Want and Famine, Menden 
kiln; - klielr own: -=Childreny and rhe Ys ing Men 


lent Piſcird among 8 fome: being: reſold; 

1 "Yi dz And 5 0 le: ee ee b 6 
ledging, The" abſolite! Neceſ 0 0% ſubmirting' at laſt, 
and the latter, The' Honor of 'dying-hrooely: with heir, 


Jo tar ett der me Cee ar lat forced 
out e bf" rhe A ien, With theit Wives ad | 


that his nts Bofinkſs ns uo Ghiltife the nfo=: 
lency of the Spaniards, eſpecially: the Cintalrian and Nth 
Afturians, who now had made great Devaſtations, I 
and done much Damage to the Roman Allies, Au- ß. 
us, at He arrival found em Be of a con- on 
ſiderable Town which he in a ſnort t me reliev d No 
After which l divided his Army into three parts, wi 
and ſurroundee the whole Country of the Canta- Ipe 
vrians, Who had obftinarely reliſted the Romans for an 
many Years. Having diſcover' d the Way to ſur- fed 
prize em in their Mountainous Country, 1 he preſs d Fon 
forwards with great Vigour and Severity, till they fihe 
were Conſttai- to retire to one of their hi, heſt Yon 
Mountains, wich their Wives and Children, a All Sw 
Neeber they: ſtrongly forrifra || * 

themſelves 15 any Attempt chat could be made Ine 
JJ Dobloge brig 22nognt oIdmolqet 


THE” Röm ending it extreamly s [SF TAG 0 | 


an "advantageous Poſt" derhin'd following. dem; but 
curely Fleck ug. "all the Paſſages and Avenues to 
the Meli, witt/a'Deſin fr ſtarve em. Vet 
ſuck das the Hlaräigeſs and Refolution of this pe- Ii 
ple, chat ited of Tielding, they endur'd an the. 


laying iche Old, and devouring his Fleſh o ſh. Ms 
ſtain He Niecelnies of /Nature;"" This Evitocca- 
3 er as fatal; Which was a arp and vio 


Swords . Wes Han This anger nrention 


Aan ke. W 


nh 


N gelder wad by the 


v3 (i nemy: 110 the : 
Aaeplorable Manner, and yielded themſelves to the 


E AUGUSTUS 
of ihe Roitjnns, with Floods: of Tears, and 


e moſt moving Arguments imaginable, To male A 
n Slawet, and;to:; give em any; Suſtenance to ſaue em 


| \ fom-periſuing, But the Empreſs's Son Tiberius, then 


one of Auguſtut Lieutenants, would net ermit em 
to be receiv d, that he might finiſh the Whole War 
with leſs Bloodſhed. And when tli ſe miſerable 
people found themſelyes thus depriv'd of all Hopes 
and Thoughts: of Relief, they immediarly pound- 
da) Venemous Herb, and poyſon d themſelves; 
only the Voung-Men, by a way more ſuitable to 
heir Employments, and agreeable to their Profeſſ- 
ons, kill'd themſelves by running upp each others 
WY | Nit 7 3 Herts ENV: F T2 > 45 Aw : Wi of 

In ia ſhort time aer, the Remainder of the * = 
;23090,: came down in a 


15 ce ercy and Diſcretion of che Romans, Who elected 


ooo of the Strongeſt to ſerve in the Wars againſt 


but be Aſcuriane, the, Teſt deing Toll by Troops, and 


19) ſent ton Places remote from their own: Country, 
to of: avoo:that/were all diſarm d many of em re- 
t. Nſented it ſo extreamly, that they kill d themſelves 
3 vith-their own; Hands, eſteeming thei 
e raue after the loſs of their Liberties and Arms. 5 
4 gaffen being chen in thoſe” Parts, permitted the 
n Poldiers of bis Guards of Spaniards to depart into 
Gaul with la 
Rank among the Roman Legions. He - 
-/ and feveral other Places {of Note, Which he fill'd. i 
Iwith-ſtxang Garriſons, to prevent the Inſur 
of- the Celetherians, and afterwards he — 2 a; * _ 
tone Bridge over the great River Per | 
| Ufortly aftér having overthrown the 3 Aſo... 
iates to the Aſturiam, taken their City, and put 
uu che Inhabitants to the Sword; he march'd. a: 
ſaint: the Aurians themſeives, Who being endi- 
0 r en ri Parts, rms: ſtabd a, . eee 15 


zir Lives of no 


rge' — — Privilege to enter in 
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 themſclves, together with a great Number of their I Ci 
Neighbours. Yet there remain d many Parties of 
ſcatter d People, who in a ſhort time gather d toge- 


ther from all Parts, and all at once reſolv'd to at- 
tack the Romans, which they did with ſuch extra- 
ordinary Reſolution and Obſtinacy, that nothing 
but the N ight could ſeparate em, after very great 
Loſſes on both Sides. The next Morning they 


joyn'd with more dreadful Fury than before, and I ſcve 
the Bantel cominu'd very ſharp and bloody till the 
+ Night; at which time the Romans by their extraor- nam 


2 Diſcipline, and with extream difficulty, ob- Wirs A 
tain d the Victory, confeſſing, That they neuer en- gt 
counter d ſuch fierce and cruel Enemies. Auguſtus having N riag 


thus happily finiſh'd this War, built ſeveral. Places Wof 4 
in that Country, which aſterwards were much im. Juli. 
ene f dh Dos il Ht Foy 
+ + This Year was as remarkable for ſeveral Wars in ¶ havi 
bother Parts, as it had been for Revolts in Spain : Fan 
Marcus Craſſius, one of Auguſtuss Lieutenants on the WW it ha 
Danube march'd into the Country of the Mæſſam W new 


a fierce and ſavage People beyond Panonia and the of h 
Danube, who had never ſeen the Roman. Upon the I mig 
Approach of the Enemies Troops, one of their Com- N to H 
manders came boldly up to the Front of the. Roman i + 
Army, and-cry'd; Who are you,” that dare come to m- II. 
teſt us? The other reply'd, Ve are Romans, the conti 


: | | Lords of Nations; It ſhall be fo, anſwer d the Maſian, entri 


ſubdu d, with all tho 


/ jou overcome us; and there upon made a Vow e the £ 
ſacrifice to their Gods the Entrails of ſuch Captains as they N after 
ook of the Romans, and afterwards devour em. boned Citiz 
withſtanding their Threats and their unuſual Fierce- 


neſs, they were ſoon put to Flight, and afterwards I of th 
b who had joyn'd with 'em. Hon. 


About the ſame time Terentius Varro, another of the ¶ Marc 


Emperor's Lieutenants, ſubdu'd the Salaſſi, 4 People I Meri 
upon the Alps, diſarm d em, gave part af their I of thi 


Territory to the Prætorian Soldiers, and there built F the C 


2 City 
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a City call d-Auguſfta Pretoria, now Aouſte. Vincius 

at this time appeagd ſome Troubles in Germam, and 

was vety ſucceſsful in ſeveral Places, by which Vi- 

ctories he obtain d for Auguſtus the Title of Hnpera- 

uur, an _—_ he had nf 5 5 Roy's _— 

Agrippa; Whom. Auguſtur had juſtly advanc'd to the 

gte Dignities, —— no d in the City 

than others were in the Provinces, adorning it with 

ſeveral Noble Structures at his own Charges among 

the reſt finiſhing the Pantheon; a famous Temple, fo Pantheon. 

nam'd from its many Images of the Gods, or from 

its Arch'd Roof, which reſembl'd the Heavens. Au- 

guſtus at his Return ended the Year with the Mar- 

riage of Anthony's Daughter Cleopatra, to Fuba King 1 

of Mauritania, and with that of his-own Daughter Julia 3% | 
| 


_- 


Julia. to Octavias Son Marcellus, a: Touth of the %% M:. 
higheſt Merits and Accompliſhments. And now cellus. 
having finiſh'd all Wars he ſhut up the Temple of The Temple 
Fanus a-ſecond time, within leſs than a Tear aſter Gh 
ir had been Open d, being not very ambitious of fsb 

new Conqueſts: For tho during the whole courſe time. 

of his Government, he neglected no Wars that | 
might be neceſſary or uſeful, yet he always left ſuch 


II. For a ſhort ſpace the whole Roman Empire /. 
continu'd-in a 83838 Peace; and now Auguſtus 10 
entring upon his tenth Confulſhip with Norbanus, La ET, 
the Senate by Oath approv'd of all his Acts; and 4 
after a Donative of about twelve Crowns to each 
Citizen, the Senate gave him a greater Authority 
than ever, making him wholly free from the Power 

of the Laws. Many other things were decreed in 
Honour of him; and likewiſe,” That his Nephew 
Marcellus, upon the account of his extraordinary 
ople Merits, ſhou'd take Place in the Senate among thee RE 
heir I of the Prætorian Rank, and that he might ſtand fort 
uilt the Conſulſhip ten Years before the Laws W A 


b 


Wan SIP in * of: hint Emp nn 0 
it was ordain d, That he might ſtand for any Of. 
fice of Ma giſttacy five Years wears the uſual Time. 


ſhortly 11121 which, Morcellu: Was made «ile, and 
Tiberius, Qualfor. In which Tear elit Gallas 
 Govyernour of Ahn, by. Auguſtuss Order, to re. 


venge ſome Affronis upon the Arabian pierc d 
conſiderable; Way into their Country, under the 


| Guide of Syllzus, a Noble Man of Arabia. THis 
'- causd'the Temple of Fanu 0 be o . after; it 
Had been ſhut leſs than a Lear; 


having 
firſt overthrown the Sabeans 1 in Battle Hoa lok 


che greateſt Part of his Men in the Sandy Deſart 


where Sylleus had treacherouſh led” em.. ug at laf 


* : 1 oblig'd.t to retire. About the ſame time the Canta: 
* » brian in Spain and their Neighbours. revolted, and 


mans hy 


ſurprizing a conliderable Number of the. 


4 | a Stratagem, they put em all to the Sword. . 
Qiu Lama, Governont in thoſe Parts, ſufficiently 


x 1 5 reveng d their Deaths, laying All their Country 
_» Waſte With Fire and: Sword, and purſuing. t the Ene 


my ſo vigorouſly, that he thoxtly/: 


= 


intire Subſection. 


in which Time he feem'd to deſign the putting the 


| : Common- wealth once more into the Hands of the 


Senate and People ; Which appear d the more pro- 


| bable by his not naming a Succeſſor, and by his 


giving the Senate a Book 15 al the Towns, WT 


Les, Allies, Forces, Riches, and Cuftoms of the 


ans * * 1 _ es Im poſts, - 


„ * Z + 


Whole Komen Empire. When almoſt all deſpair d 
of his Life, A: Muſa xeſtor d him to his Health, 


to the great Satisfaction of the People, Far imme- 


diately erected a Statue to Muſa, and plac'd it by 


that of A ſculapius: The Senate likewiſe conferr d 
great Honours upon him, and in favour of his Pro- 


— 


luc 2 ein, to. 0 


The following Year the ph being in Kis © 
_leventh Conſulhip, fell into a dangerous Diſtemper, 


Children to carry 
this Infcription, THAT AT THE DAY'OF THEIR | 
DEATHS THEY. LEFT AUGUSTUS: IN 


% in the Conf 
5 Pont 


22 
nate en he 


[ee ha he ed Was wh os 1 achs 
the Empreſs Livia, the moſt exquilite, Proje&treſs of - 
her Sex, who was much diffatisfy'd at N PEST , 

err d 1 her own Wh Tee Fm | 


chap T1 A uo Us T us U. 


all ochets who from that time ould Practiſe phy- 
fick. At his Recovery there was à general Joy 
throughout the whole City, Which was expreſs d 


by many publick and ati Shows ; and ma- 


their Death-Beds commanded their 


ny Fathers upon 
their Sacrifices to the Capital with 


Vas ordain d, that 


HEALTH: "Aha further i 
be put to Deatli on 


from thar th Ne no Man' ſhould 
fuch Days as 4 ut | 
ee pal heartily was this 
Short! after Auguſtus jo 7 

1 wy ng 2 pero of the Party of 
2 and Brutus. | 
tit himſelf into the Se leaving Lucius Se, ins, 
his Deputy, a conſtant Friend to Brutus ard his M. 


mory ; blen ir artial Carriage ſb affected the 5 


nate, they e b decreed him Perpe 

. of: the Roman Em pire, and Pil, of 97 75 the, 
People,” and gave him POM of aſſembling the Se: 
Mia. for whoſe Sake grips had gone. into 
Afia, 

dile-thip, 


aim d himſelf much Love and Rep 


tation. All the City judg d and hop d that he thank 2 
meer Aug 


2 7 in the Emp 198 h fter 


enen 


im ited to 
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pleas d. In the mean time 
5 his generous ang noble Behaviour, ag 
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us would enter the City; fo = 
ed Prince belov' d. 


ter which, he for A time re- 5 
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The Roman Hiſtory. Bock! 


Year had M. Marcellus and L. A 


runtius for Conſuls, and was accompanied wich fe 
many diſcouraging Accidents, and ſo great a Plague, 


5 that the Lands of ah were left untill'd. The 


Commons imagined theſe Talamities to have pro- 
ceeded from the Want of | Auguſtus's being Conſul 

this Year, with great Ardency requir'd'the Senate 
to make him Di#ater, threatning to fire the Houſe, 
and there detain'd the Senators till they had decreet 
it. After which they all repair'd to Auguſtus, with 
twenty four Axes and Faſces, begging him to accept 


of the Dictarorſbip, and to permit himſelf to be made 


Procurator of Proviſions, as Pompey had formerly 
been. He unwillingly accepted of the latter Im- 
ployment, and acted accordingly, but wou'd by no 
Perſwaſions admit of the Di&atorſhip'; and when he 
cou d no otherwiſe ſatisſie the People, he in a vio- 
lent Paſſion tore his Robes in their Preſence, wiſely 
declining the Envy and Danger of that Title, When 
he had already the Honour and Authority of it in 
moſt Caſes. Ne made the ſame Refuſal when they 
_ offer d to ereate him perpetual Cenſor, naming Ani. 
ls Lepidus, and Munatins Plancus for that Office, 
who were the laſt Cenſors of Private Perſons. And 

_ tho' they bore the Office, yet Auguſtus acted in ma- 
ny thing pertaining thereto, In this Year he put 
an end to ſome particular Aſſemblies, and reform d 
ſome others. He requir'd the Prætors, whom late- 


ly he had reduc'd to Ten, to take Care of the Cele- 


bration of all Publick Games; yet ſtill that ſome 
Stipend ſhould be allowed em by the People. He 


likewiſe ordain'd, by a particular Edict, That none 


ſhould exhibit the Show of Gladiators, without Or- 
ders from the Senate, and then no oftner than twice 
a Year, nor with more than 120 Gladiators. To 
the Curule e#diles he committed the Charge of ex- 
tinguiſhing Fires, allowing 600 Slaves for that Ser- 


vice. And becauſe the Equites, and many Illuſtri- 5 


Ous 


chap. I. AUGUSTUS 1. 


ous Women of late were accuſtom'd to dance in 


agu only the Children of Senators, which before had 
The been prohibited; but likewiſe that their Grand- 
pro] Children, and thoſe of the Equeſtrian Order, ſhou d 
onſull be reſtrain' d from ſuch Exerciſes for the future. And 


enate that: he might appear a Prince more ſolicitous of 


ouſe good Diſcipline, than Luxury and Profuſeneſs, 
creed} when complaint was made to him of the great 
With scarcity of Wine, he made Anſwer, That Agrippa 


the Orcheſtra at the Theaters, he order'd, that not 


—— 
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cep bad, by bis AquaduQts, provided, that no Man need die 15 


: with Thirſt. Y 


ty of a Legiſlator and an Emperor; but in others 


a vi. the Publick, and to appear in Courts of Judicature 
vileh like a Private Perſon. M. Primus, Governour of 
When Macedonia, having a Day aflign'd him to anſwer 


it in for his making War with the Ori, alledg'd it was 


/ the) by Orders from Augsftus or Marcellus ; whereupon 
Ami Auguſtus ſpontaneoully enter'd into the Court, and 
Mice being ask'd by the Prætor, whether he had given 
Andi any ſuch Orders, deny'd it. Upon which L. Murena 
„ ma- who pleaded for Primus, with great Boldneſs and 
e put Anger demanded, What be did there, and who ſent 
Yd for bim thither ? Auguſtus with as much Calmneſs and 
late- Moderation reply d, It a. 
Cele · ¶ Deportment gain d him much Eſteem, tho many 


ſome] barbour'd ill Thoughts of him upca this Account; 


He and ſome not only acquitted Primus, but likewiſe 
none] conſpir d againſt Auguſtus: The 2 of which 
t Or-· were Murena and Cæpio, who ab 


Io] Death. At the ſame time Auguſtus freely reſtor'd 


Ser- People, as little needing the Protections of his Arms 


In all theſe Matters Auguſtus ſhew'd the Author 


he ſo far humbl'd himſelf, as even to plead for ſome 
of his Friends, who were cited to anſwer before 


d, It as the Commonwealth. Which 


| PE ANG. 5, dlenting themſclyes, 
twice] were - baniſh'd by Decree, and afterwards put ro 


—— — — — em ũẽ — Oc > CH Og 
— hat” HY 2 as 


with great Ad rages 


tains of Sand. Yet afterwards underſtanding, that 
the Garriſon which he had left behind him was vi- 
gorouſſy attack d, he return d with much Celerity 
and Diligence, and reliev d it; and ſhortly after he 
conſtrain d Candace to receive Terms of Accommo- 
dation, returning with his Army, richly laden with 
OTE i ESSE 
The following Year Auguſtus deſigning a ng 
through all the Eaſtern Provinces the People 
Rome fell into great Conteſts and Diſturbances a- 
bout the electing of Conſuls; which gave the Em- 
peror ſuch Trouble, that he found it neceſſary to 
Create a new Magiſtrate to govern the City, and 4 
to ptevent theſe and the like Diſorders in his Ab- 
_ fence. He judg'd Agrippa to be the moſt propet N. 
- Perſon for ſo great a Command, and to procure f 
Him the more Reſpect and Authority, he caus'd 
him to divorce his Wife, tho” ſhe was his Siſter Ocła- 
Julias vis Daughter, and to marry his own Daughter Fu- . 
Lee, Mere lia: Mecænas having before politickly ſuggeſted him, 
| Agrippa. Thet ſince be already made Agrippa ſo great and me, 
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nec try rare a 


e / 


Diligence Was taking Care of the City, Aug St, firſt 
ſettling the Affairs of Steily, paſs d on 1200 Greece, 
where he honout'd the Larede 
pany, and'ſhew'd "emparticular: Marks of his Favour 
becauſe'they had formerly harbour d andenterrain'd - 
Livia with her Husband and Son, whenthey fled out 


of Traly. 


un. Lau,; pedale 
I, Life! Wie Agripps wird the utmoſt Wiſdom and 


From Greece he fail'd to Samos, and there : 


vx ; 
1 
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niant with His Som- 5 


winter d. In che Spring following” when Apulzjus 


and Silliat were Confuls, he crofs'd over into , 
and ſettled Aflairs in Big, and other Provinces 


through Which he paſs d, with no leſs Care and Hili- 
gence, chan it they had Belong d to himſelf, and not 
to the people. Upon his a ipproaching nigh. the _ 
Borders of Þ Parthian 17 Ang of thar Nation, 

ont of Reſpect to his Perſon, and Dread ro his Arms, 

ſent him all the Military Enfigns and Priſoners taken 
from Craſſus and Antony, Which he receiv d after thi 

ſame” be” and with the ſame Satisfaction as E 
he had overthrowi the Parthians in Battel. 2 
recover d all theſe Tings with much Honour and no 
Bloodſhed, he caus'd Sacrifices to be offer d, and 
commanded that a Lys ſhou'd be decreed in the 
e o 1 the "Ave , ith 1 of hag. to 
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the Alliance of ſo great an Emperor, and brought 
with em many ſtrange . Creatures, and many rare 
and valuable Preſents. During his long ſtay at Sa- 
mos, At the next Election of Conſuls, the City of 
Rome was fill'd with dangerous Tumults and Diſtur- 
| banc.s, caus'd by the violent Practices of Egnatius Ru- 


in the Place of Auguſtus. Auguſtus underſtanding theſe 
into ſuch a terrible Rage, that he immediately form d 
a Conſpiracy with M. Genucius and Plautius Rufus to 


that time their Deſigns and Practices were all diſco- 
ver d, and they themſelves Executed by Order of Se- 


thens by that great Poet Virgil, who to finiſn his eAnex 
lad rerir'd to Greece; and meeting here with Auguſtus 
he return'd with them, and viſiting Megara in a very 


The Death increas d wich Sailing, that in a few Days after his 
Virgil. Landing at Brunduſium he dy d, in the 52d Year of 
his Age. This Great Men was highly in Favour, 
and moſt intimately acquainted with Auguſtus, who 
ee xtxreamly admir'd and lov'd him, as well for the Ini- 
j| mitable Excellencies of his Muſe, as the Immortal 
- Honours he receiv'd from his Pen: For under the 
Name of ness he made the nobleſt, the-moſt ex- 


quilite, and moſt compleat Panegyrick upon Auguſtus, 
that ever was made in any Age of the World; and 


is generally believ'd to have much promoted that Ve- 


neration the Senate and People had for him, which 


diſplay d it ſelf more openly at his Return home 


than formerly. For they now gave him the Dignity 


of Conſul for Life, ordaining, That he ſhou'd always 
hape twelve Axes and Faſces bore before him; and 


that he ſhou'd fit in a Curule Chair between the Con- 


and 


| 


fus, who forceably endeavour'd to be choſen Conſul. 
_ Miſchiefs, immediately nam'd Q. Lucretius for the Per- 
ſon, formerly a Proſcrib'd Man, which threw R#fus 


aſſailinate the Emperor at his Return. But before 


nate. As Auguſtus return'd home he was met at A- 


hot Seaſon, contracted a Diſtemper, which ſo much 


ES 


1 

: 

* 
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and offer d to ſwear to obey em: He made ſeveral 
new Laws, but refus d their Oaths, intimating, That 


= L AUGUSTUS u. 


if his Laws were grateful to em, their Oaths wou d be 
needleſs ; if not, they wou'd be ineſfectual. 
At this time Agrippa, from 
City, march'd into Gar, where the Invaſions of the 


Germans had rais d ſome new Troubles. Having ſet- 
led the Affairs of that Country, he paſs d from thence 
into Spain, where there was great need of che Pre- 
ſence of ſo renown'd a Commander: For the Can- 
tabrians, Who before had been Priſoners of War, and 
been made Slaves, had with great Dexterity deſtroy'd 
their Maſters; and gathering together in great Num- 
bers, fortify'd ſeveral Places, and vigorouſly attack d 
the Romany Garriſons. Agrippa march'd againſt theſe. 
with great diligence, where he had a moſt dreadful 
and bloody Conteſt with ſuch of em as had ſferv'd 
the Romans, and had now defpair'd of Pardon. He 


for a while ſuffer'd the extreameſt Inconveniencies; 


fd a Mark of Ignominy upon many others for 


but at length having loſt many of his 155 and 


their ill Services, he deſtroy'd almoſt all the Canta- 


brians that were of Military Age, difarm'd the reſt, 
and brought em all from their Mountainous Places 


into the open Plains. Thus Agrippa compleated the Spains 
Conqueſt of Spain, which Country had with ſome/"- — f 
cy and Bravery for about 200 Years ; and notwith- 
ſtanding 4 rippa's excellent Services, this Great Man 
da Triumph, giving Auguſtus the Hos 
elf was not ve 


Intermiſſions reũſted the Romans with great Obſtinas 


modeſty refus'd a Triu 
our of all. And Auguſtus him 


ambitious of the Honour of ſubduing Barbarous Peo- 
ple, as it plainly appear'd in the following Tear, 

hen the Getes and Dacians being in Civil Wars a- 
mong themſelves, Lentulus, who before had warr'd 
Zainſt'em with good Succeſs, repreſented ta him the 
\dvantages he might make of theſe Domeſtick Di- 


turbances, Auguſtus with great Reaſon and Mode- 


his Government in the Vc. 
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ration told him, The Injuſtice of making War with any 
Nation without an Injury firſt committed; then added, 


That. thoſe who ſought a ſmall Gain with. great Hazard 


and Danger, were like ſuch as angled with a Golden Hook, 
the breaking or loſs of anhieb was of much greater Conſide- 


ration than the value of any Fiſh. And therefore theſe Bar- 
barons People were to he left to their own Miſeries ; and that 


by the Bloodſhed from their own Companions, they were a- 


bundantly puniſh'd for their Affronts they offer d formerly to 
the Romans, .who ought not to begin to do Injury, 


About this time Auguſtus being defirous of reform- 
ing ſeveral Abuſes in the City, to do it the more ef. 


feetually he joyn'd Agrippa with him in Quality of 
Cenſor; and to give him greater Authority, made him 


alſo Tribune of the People for five Years. He firſt cor- 


refed ſome Diforders in the Senate, then reform'd 
the Equites, the Publick Spectacles and Plays, and 
the Methods of ſuing for all Offices; in the latter he 


ſometimes diſtributed Money among whole Tribes, 


in ſuch a Manner as might moſt probably prevent 
Bribes. He Fin'd many that refus d to Marry after 


an appointed Age, and as much incourag'd thoſe 


Who had many Children: He gave Hortenſius 25000 
Crowns to procure him a Wife, that he might pre- 
ſerve the Noble Family of the Hortenſi. He ordain d 


alfo, That all Virgins ſhou'd, be twelve Years of Age 
before they Marry'd, and permitted any Perſon to 
kill an Adulterer taken in the Fact, without Puniſh- 


ment; alſocondemning all Sodomites without Remiſ- 


ſion. And in Matters of Military Diſcipline he was 


more than ordinary exact; and becauſea Knight had 
cut off his Son's Thumbs to diſable him from going 


to the Wars, he immediately ſold him and all his 
Goods. He reduc d many things to the primitive Or- 


der, and wou'd ſuffer no difolute Officers in the 
Camp; and particularly he diſcharg'd one Herennius, 
who ſubmiſſively begging Pardon, alledging, That 

he knew not what Exculc to make to his Friends, he 


reply'd, 
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chap. I. AUGUSTUS I. 
reply'd, Tell them I diſpleas d ou Hie likewiſe took 
e always holden with 

great Reverence ; that the Senators ſhou'd meet as at 


Asrippa's Authority enlarg d. At the fame time He 
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care, that the Senate thou'd 


2 Temple of Devotion; and that no Decree ſhou'd 


paſs but in the Preſence of 400 Senators, if poſſibly 
to be effected. He alſo Ordain'd, That no Man 


ſhou'd have fo great a Privilege and Honour as the 


= * * 
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Freedom of Rome, but after a ſtrict Examination of 


his Merirs; fetting new Rules and Limits to the Ma- 


numiſſion of Slaves. In this Point he was always 


very ſevere, and when Tiberius writ to him to beg the 
Freedom of Rome for a Grecian, who was one of his 
Clients, he anſwer'd him, That he on d do nothing in 


this Caſe, till he came bimſel and [atisfy'd him of the Fu- 
ſtice of his Requeſt, His be 


nity and Exemption from his Tribute, profeſſing, 


bat he wound ſooner condeſeend to a Diminution of the 
Publick Revenue, than to proſtitute the Honour of the 


Roman Citizens,  _ J 
This Year the Emperor's firſt Ten Years being ex- 


oved Wife Livia petitio- 
ning in like manner for a Tributary Gaul, he abſo- 
lutely deny d him his Freedom, yet granted Immu- 


7 


Ludi S æcu- 


pir'd he took the Government upon him for five lon- Iares. 


ger, which were ſoon after encreas d to Ten, and 


3 


» 


and Agrippa gave the People the Pleaſure of the great 
Secular Games, Which had not been ſeen for a hundred 
Years. before,- and were now celebrated with more 


8 
727 


than ordinary Pomp and Magnificence. And in this 


Particular no Prince ever exceeded him, being him- 


ſelf a great Admirer of all thoſe Publick Plays, Shows, 


and Games which were ſo much in uſe among the _ 


Romans. The Charge and Variety of theſe were 


much greater in thisReign, than almoſtin any other „ 


and the Emperor himſelf often gave great Rewards 
to the Victors in all the Martial Exerciſes. He took a 
peculiar Delight in the Tournament, or Warlike Pa- 
lime call d Troy, and making choice of his Boys of 

ns YE ©43 ox. » 
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Caius aud 
Lucius 


- 


E Adopted by dopted A rippa's tO Sons, Cai us and 
| Avgultus. latter of which was juſt now born. 


The Roman il Book 1, 
greater and leſſer Stature, he exhibited it very fre- 
quently, judging it an Ancient and Honourable Ex- 


erciſe, and becoming the Education of the principal | 


Nobility. He much incourag'd Wreſtling, but in 
thoſe Games he wou'd not permit any Woman to be 
preſent, juſtly accounting it too groſs an Indecency 
or Women to gaze on Naked Men. His Affection 
to Plays greatly appear'd by his Rewards he gave to 
the beſt Actors, . eſpecially at a particular 
Time, when . at the Theatre, and finding the 
People diſcompos d 
falling of the Building, he immediately remov'd from 
his own Scat, and plac'd himſelf where the Danger 
was moſt imminent, . Notwithſtanding the Encou- 
ragement he gave to Players, he exactly and ſeverally 
examin d their Morals ; not allowing the leaſt Licen- 
tiouſneſs in their Lives, nor Indecency in their Acti- 
ons. He E their Crimes many Ways; and 
Having Information that one Stephanus, a Comedian, 
was attended by a Woman in the Habit of a Boy, he 
order d him to be whipr through cle Theatres 


= > 


and baniſh'd the City. In theſe Sebular Games, one 


of the eee Lord, he ſhew'd remarka- 


Q 
x 


ble Signs of his Diſſatisfaction to the People; and 
the next Morning he Publiſhed a ſevere Edict, for- 
bidding all Perſons to give him that Title for the 
future. Upon the finiſhing of theſe Games. he a: 

(Lacie, the 
About the ſame time the Sicambri, Uſipetes, and 
Tenchteri, People of Germany, ſurpriz d ſome Romans 
intheir Territories, and crucity'd 'em ; then paſſing 
the Rhine with, great Expedition, waſted many Parts 


of Gaul, overthrew a conſiderable Party of Horle ; 


#n,Opporrymity; c revenging. himſelf by engaging 


and ſhortly after Lolli, Proconſul of Gau!'s from 
whom they took a Standard.  Lolizs, tho a Perſqn of 
but ſmall Vigour and Action, in a ſhort time found 


rhek 


ZN 


by a ſudden Apprehenſion of the | 
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theſe barbarous Invadors, and driven em beyond 
the Rhine. On the other ſide C. Lentulus wag d War 
with the Dacians beyond the Danube, kill'd three of 


their Commanders, with great Numbers of their Men 


and afterwards plac'd a Garriſon near the Danube, to 
ſtop the Inroads and Devaſtations of theſe Savage 


People. Auguſtus finding all theſe Commotions, diſ- 


pos'd of the Affairs in I[:aly to go into Gaul, and that 
as, well to make his Preſence more valuable in the 


City, as for any Buſineſs in thoſe Parts, as ſome have 
written. At the ſame time divers Nations about the 

| Danube endeavour'd to Revolt, but were ſoon ſup- 
preſs d by the Care and Vigilance of the Emperor's 


Lieutenants in thoſe Parts. But the greateſt Inſur- 
rections were now in Gaul, occaſion'dby the Avarice 
of Licinius Enceladus, Solicitorof the Emperor's Affairs 


in that Country: For he having commanded the 
People to procure their Tribute every Month, by a 


deceitful Account reckon'd Fourteen Months in rhe 


Year, inſtead of Twelve. This Perſon being accus d 
to his Maſter for Money gain'd by Rapine and Ex- 
tortion found means to eſcape any ſignal Puniſhs 


ment, by laying before Auguſtus his large Quantities 
of Gold and Silver, aſſuring him, That he aim d at no 
other Deſign, than the taking from the Gauls their beſt 


Means of Rebellion. After ſome time continuing in 
Gaul, Auguſtus withdrew himſelf from thoſe Parts, 
and ſent Tiberius thither to ſettle all things in the 


moſt peaceable Order.. + 


During theſe Commotions, the Rhætians, Inhabi- 
tants of ſome Parts of the Alpes and Germany, made a 
very dangerous Irruption into ah it ſelf, making ter- 
rible Devaſtations, and bearing away great Spoils and 
Booty. They were a People ſeparated from all others, 
and ſo fierce and cruel, that when ever they took 


any Place from the Romans, they kill'd all the Male 


Children; and of all the Women with Child they 
ak d the Opinions of their Augurs; and if they | 
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ronounc'd the Embryo a Male, they immediate- 
y ſtabb d the Woman. Auguſtus was extreamly con- 
 cern'd at their outrageous Actions and dangerous 
Progreſs, and with all Speed ſent his Wife. Livia's 
Son Druſus, a Perſon of extraordinary. Valour, and 
other Accompliſhments to ſtop the Torrent of their 
Fury. He, ina ſhort time, with great Skill and 
Dexterity, drove em out of Tah, having firſt given 
em an entire Overthrow in a ſer Bartel nigh; Trent, 
They write, that the Women ſhew'd themſelves ſo 
Eruel and barbarous in this Fight, that when their 

_ Darts fail'd them. rhey took their Infants by their 
Legs, and threw em at their Enemies Faces, Thoſe 
that wereforc'd out of 7raly, endeavour d to enter Gaul, 
but were there repell'd by Tiberius; and at length 
they were all conſtrain'd to ſubmit, moſt of their 
beſt Men being carry d away to ſerve the Romans in | 
other Parts. Agrippa on the other fide gave Orders Wong 
for the Affairs of Aſia, and all the Eaſt, where he Jou. 
behav'd himſelf with that noble Skill and Bravery, iſt 
that all the Roman Allies were more firmly eſtabliſh' d cou 
than ever, and their Enemies fo effectually ſuppreſs d, Non t. 
that Auguſtus had new Honours decreed him inthoſe Who 
Parts, But Agrippa, notwithſtanding his excellent Wplac 
Services, out of a peculiar Greatneſs of Mind, re- elf 


fus'd a 1 when it was decreed him by the Acts 
i 


s was the principal Cauſe of the loſs he! 


* 


Senate; and t 
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of this Cuſtom ſo highly advantageous to the Ro- veſt 
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Auguſtus having now ſettled the Aﬀairs df Gau 


mans ; Others generally following his Example, were that 
ſarisfy'd only with the Ornaments of Triumph, ; 


I 


ſtopp d the Incurſions of the Germans, and ſuppreſs d 
the Rebellion of Spain; he left Draſus with his Army 
upon the Rhine, and return'd'to Rome, after he had 
been abſent near three Years. He was receiv'd with 
an univerſal Jo and Satisfaction, Dur he refus' d ſe- 
veral New 110 55 that were offer'd him; neither 
REE 
; X88 


him as they deſir d, but according to his Cuſtom en- 
ter d the City by Night, that 5 not give em 


prieſts, eſpecially of t. 
Order he had a particular eſteem. He now took a 
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too much Trouble, Upon the Death of Lepidus the 
Jiumvir about this time, who had liv'd a private 
Life ever ſince his Diſgrace, Auguſtus ſucceeded him 


in his Office of Pontifex Maximus, and exhibited 


ſumptuous Shows and Games before the People. He 
gather d together all the Books of Divinations and 
predictions, and caus d em to be burnt, to the num- 


ber of 2000, reſerving only ſome ſelect pieces of 
the Sibyls, which he diſpos'd into two gilt Desks 


under the Pedeſtal of Apollo Palatinus, He augmented 
che Number, the e and the Revenue of the 
of the Veal Virgins, for which 


keview of the Senators, and confirm?d Agrippa in 
his Office of Tribune for five Years" longer; but not 
long after, this famous Man being retürn'd from a 
Journey out of Pannonia, here he had quell'd ſome 
Diſturbances, fell ſick and dy'd, before Auguſtus 
cou'd arrive to fee him. This was a great Afficti 
on to many Worthy Perſons, eſpecially to Auguſtus; 
#ho after his Body was brought into the City, and 


Wplac'd in the Forum, made a Funeral Oration him 


elf declaring all the Noble Exploits, and . 
Acts of this Great Man, who was unqueſ | 
the beſt Man of his Age in Dion's Opinion, the bra- 


ageous both tothe Empire and Emperor. His Fu- 
neral was celebrated with great Pomp and Solemni- 
y and Auguſtus, out of his great Love and juſt 
Eſteem for him, laid him in his ownSepulcher, tho” 
grippa had a Monument of his own granted him by 
be Publick in the Campus Martius. He dy'd in the 
742d Lear of the City, in the 15th Year of Auguſtuss 
eign, from his Eſtabliſhment by the Senate and eo 
ic, and 10 Tears before the Birth of our Saviour, 


25 


ionabl7 


eſt Soldier, the trueſt Friend, and greateſt Aſſiſtantet 
nat Auguſtus ever had; which prov'd highly advan- 
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ones ren een CG Ae: V 
III. Thus long did Auguſtus Reign, in ſome mea 
ſure with a Partner, tho nor a Rival in his Empire: 


and upon his Death he found it neceſſary to haye 
one fot his Aſſiſtance in the Government, - ſuperior 


to all others in Power and Dignity, the better to 


prevent Conſpiracies and other Inconveniencies. For. 
this Authority he made choice of Tiberius, whom he 


caus'd to quit his Wife Agrippina, the Daughter of 


| Third Mor. Agripps by a former Marriage, and to marry Julia 
rtly 


after he ſent him againſt the Pannonians, who 
had lately revolted; whom he ſucceſsfully ſfubdu'd 
in a little Time, leading away the younger Sort in- 


to other Countries. On the other fide, his younger 
Brother Druſus did excellent Service againſt the Gaul 
and Germans; and at his return was honour'd with 
the Pratorſbip. In the ſame Year he paſs d the Rhine 
a ſecond time, and made very conſiderable Con- 
queſts z for which great Services he had Triumphal 


Honours decreed him; and when the time of his 
Prætorſnip was expir d, he obtain'd Proconſular Power, 


Both he and his Brother Tiberius were by the Soldiers 
ſaluted with the Title of Imperator, but it was not al- 
low'd em by Auguſtus. However the Games which 
Druſus exhibited as Prætor, werediſcharg'd with great 
- Expence, and the Birth-Day of Auguſtus celebrated 
with as much Solemnity; thoſe pompous Entertain - 
Auguſtalia, being now firſt inſtituted by 
vertug of a Cenatuſconſultum, which continu'd for ma- 
ny Ages. Theſe were m 


ments calld 


and this Prince gain'd mare and more the Love and 


Eſteem of his People, particularly by a late Inſtance 
of his Mildneſs, when his great Friends Mæcenat 


and Apuleius were publickly reproach'd for defend- 
ing a Perſon accus'd of Adultery 


departed. He was ſhortly after honour d with Sta- 


ade in honour of Auguſtus, il 


01 : Auguſtus came 
into the Court, and,calmly admoniſking the Accu- 
fer, Not to traduce his Friends and Kindred, roſe up and 


F vnmarried Perſons of both Sexes might t 
— at the Feaſt, which had never been allowed beide. 
ban This Near the Beſt and Safra. barbarous Nati- 
eric ons, making an Irruption into Thrace and Macedonia, 
ter to e 3 by Piſo, Governor of Pamphylia, - 
ret e 5 tain'd Triumphal Honours, Theſe were Peo- 
Ade ple of great Roughneſs and Fiereeneſs, and their Sa- 
uin vage Temper remarkably appear'd in the Priſoners 
er of; m. appear d in the Priſoners 
Fall frequent Endeavours to bite and gnaw their Chains 
far pie Pieces with their Teeth. In the mean time Au- 
ddu'd guſts employ'd himſelf in making an Inventory of 
rt in. pr Eſtate, as if he had been a private Man; 
inger 2 e ee veying the Senate, and perceiving the 
Ya Members were very ſlow in meeting, he ordain d that 
with © Senaruſconſultum 7 5 be madeby fewer than 400, 
Rbine which number had formerly been neceſſary. Now 
Con. M in both Senate and People contributed Money 
nphal 3 
Ff his 
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tues, and it was decreed, That upon his Birth-Day, 
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e Death 
sf Druſus. 


Gown, and her own Sons-in-law.carry'dher a way; 


but Auguſtus thought it not convenient to admit of 


all the Honours that were decreed her. She died 
in the-744th Year of the City, and eight Years be- 
fore our Saviour's Nativi x. 
In the following Lear, when Druſus was made 
Conſul with Q. Criſpinus, he endeavouriug to gain 


new Conqueſts and Honours, paſs d the Rhine, and 


invaded the Territories of the Chatti in Germany, and 


having defeated em in a ſet Bartel, proceeded into þ 
the Country of the Swewi,' and from thence march'd 


% 


againſt the Cheruſci, paſs d the Viſurgs, and laid all 
Waſte as far as the River Alba, which was much fur- | 
ther than ever any Roman had attempted before. 


Having in vain endeavour'd to pals this River, he 


erected Trophies and retir d; for a Woman of more 
then Human Stature, as Dion relates the Story, met 


him in the Way, and calling him by his Name, de- 
manded of him, hither bis boundleſs Ambition would 


harry him? Declaring further, That the Fates did not 
permit him to ſee all Parts, therefore bid him retire, for 
the Period both of his Life and Actions was now approach- 


ing. Druſus being now thirty Years of Age, ſhort- 
ly. after: died in his Return, before he cou'd reach 
the Rhine But his Sickneſs continu'd ſo long, that 


Auguſtus, Who was at no great Diſtance from him, 
ſent with all ſpeed for his Brother Tiberius, who had 


travell d the laſt Two Hundred Miles in twenty four 
Hours, and at his arrival found him ſtill alive, tho 
juſt expiring. .. He canvey'd his Body to Rome, where 
he was extreamly belov'd and admir'd, Centurions 


And Tribunes bearing it in the beginning, and af- 

terwards the chiefeſt Men of the City, with much 
Sorrow and Solemnuy. His Body being plac'd in 
the Forum, he was there honour'd by Tiberius with a 
Funeral Oration, and again by Augyſus himſelf s 


— 


great Merits and excellent Uertues. Druſus publick- 
ly chang'd his Senatorian Robe for a Mourning 


Sepulcher. 


\ 
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the Flaminian Cirque. From thence he was born by. 


the moſt conſiderable of the Equites, and others of 


the Senatorian Rank, into the Campus Martius, Where 


being burnt, the Aſhes were laid in Auguſtuss own 
e Surname of Germanicus was alſo 
given to him and his Sons, beſides the Honours of 
magnificent Statues and Triumphal Arches, and of a 
noble Monument upon the River Rhine; all which 
were juſtly due to a young Perſon of his extraordi- 
nary Merits and uncommon Vertues. ,_. 
= Auguſtusleaving this City ſhortly after, retir'd him- 
u BY {elf, and wou'd not return this Year upon the Ac- 
count of Druſus's Death; but in the following he 
J enter'd Rome, where he found both the Conſuls and 
other Magiſtrates accus'd for procuring their Places 
by Money. Auguſtus at preſent wou d make no In- 
quiſition, reſolving to puniſh none by vulgar Re- 
Ports, nor pardon any who were manifeſtly convict- . 
ed. But he wiſely took conſiderable Sums of Money 
of all ſuch as ſtood for any Office by way of pledge; 
and if any Indirect Practices or Briberies were diſ- 
cover'd, they were'oblig'd to forfeit all. This Ordi- 
nance met with great Approbation from moſt Perſons, 
but his other concerning Slaves had not ſo general a 


Succeſs : Whereas the Laws had diſallow'd of Slaves 


being oblig d by Torture to confeſs any thing againſt 
their own Maſters ; Auguſtus therefore order d, that 


when Neceſſity requir'd it, ſuch Slaves ſhould be 


{old to himſelf, or the Publick, that their Property - 
being alter'd, their Examination might be free. Tho 


this was diſpleaſing to many, yet Auguſtus {till grew 


more and more popular, by reaſon ot his great.Cle-- _ 
mency and Compliance in many Caſes. Particu- 
larly, when one of his Soldiers about this time de- 
ſir d him to undertake his Cauſe, he immediately _ 
ſent him an Advocate; and that not ſatisfy ing the 
Fellow, who boldly and bluntly told him, That be 
never ſerv d bim by Proxy, he went himſelf and plead-. , 
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ed his Cauſe. In like manner he aſſiſted another || ma 
Friend at the Bar, whoſe Cauſe he gain d; and not on- || wa 
ly diſmiſs'd his Accuſer, whoſe behaviour towards || die 
him had been very impudent, but upon his being wit 
publickly cenſur'd for his IIl Manners ſhortly after, || anc 
| he freely pardon'd him. He was ſo affable that he mo 
admitted the Salutarions of the meaneſt of the Peo- ſior 
ple, and received their Petitions with ſuch Pleaſant- ; per 
neſs and Alacrity, that when a certain Perſon pre- Au 
ſented him his Requeſt ſomewhattimerouſly, hemer= per 
rily reprehended him, ſaying, He deliver d it, as th con 
he was preſenting ſomething to an Elephant. His Firmneſs ] pro: 
and Faithfulneſs to his Friends was always remarka- ure 
ble; yet how great and potent ſoever his Favourites ] his 
were in Rome, he wou'd allow 'em no greater Pri - roſe 
vileges than others, without juſt and manifeſt, Rea- was 
ſons ; nor by any means exempt em from the Judi- | Lib 
ciary Laws Proculus, one of his Freed-men and | Buff 
Favourites, being convicted of Adultery with La- Þ acc 
dies of Quality, he wou'd not ſpare him, but causd If wit! 
him to ſuffer Death. Of all the Criminals and Ac- I extr 
cus'd Perſons in his Reign, reſcu'd but one, who Fas | 
before had been very ſerviceable to him; but he I grea 
protected him no other way than by his Intreaties [amb 
with which he ſo mollified the Heart of his Accuſer ing 
in the Prefence of the Judges, that he withdrew his I have 
Proceſs, and deſiſted, as Suetonius relates it. of Pl 
Auguſtuss ſecond Ten Years being now expir'd, he 4ſt. 
made ſeveral Offers of laying down his Authority, Illy a 
but at laſt was perſwaded to receive the Government Men 
for Ten Years longer; which Limitation contribu- and 
ted moſt of all to his Safety and Security in the ] perſ- 
Throne. This Year Auguſtus gave the Title of Impe- laliz 


rator to Tiberius, upon the Account of ſome late 6g-= Prin 
nal Services in Germany, and likewiſe made him a of t! 
ſecond time Conſul. He alſo inlarg'd the Bounds of Nati 
the Pomærium of the City, and nam'd the Month Flthe ! 


Sertilu, Auguſtus, after his own Name, as his Uncle 
EE 1 Julius 
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. Julius had formerly done that of Quintils; and 

er made a further Reformation of the Year. While he 

1 || was thus buſily employ d, his great Friend Mecena The .f 
Is || died, which griev'd him extreamly, being a Perſon f Mecz. 
g || with whom he had contracted the neareſt Friendſhip nas 


— — 
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r, || and Familiarity, and a Perſon who had been the 
e moſt ſerviceable of all others in moderating his Paſ- 
I ſions, and bringing him to a calm and ſedate Tem- 
t- ; per. Of this there is a remarkable Inſtance, when 
e- Auguſtus ſet judging many accus d Perſons, Mecænas 
r= perceiving by his Temper at that time that he wou'd 
%% condemn many of em, and not being able to ap- 
1s proach him by reaſon of the Crowds of People, he 
a= | wrote, Riſe up Executioner, and threw the Paper into 
es his Lap; which Auguſtus perceiving, he immediately 
1- || roſe up without ſentencing any of em. Auguſtus 
a- vas highly farisfied that his Friends wou'd take the 
i- | Liberty to reprove him, when his own Nature or his 
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d I Buſineſs too much inclin'd him to Paſſion. This was 
a- accounted a great Evidence of his Virtue, that not- 
4 
C- 


1 
| 
5 
7 I 
: 
© | 
o 
3% 
: 11 5 
* 
1 o 
4} 
Lf 
* 


withſtanding his frequent oppoſing the Emperor's. 
extravagant Deſires, nevertheleſs he was ſtill eſteem'd. 
10 as his moſt familiar Friend. Yet tho' he had ſo 
1e I great an Intereſt with the Emperor, he was never ſo 
es [ambitions as to accept of any Dignity himſelf, reſt- 
er ing ſatisſied with the Equeſtrian Degree; which ſome 
is have attributed to his great deſire of Eaſe, and Love 
flof pleaſure, thoꝰ more that of a Vertuoſo than a Senſu- 
16 ali. And in this he was much encourag d and high- 
y, Illy applauded by the 5 Poets and ingenious 
nt Men in thoſe Days, of whom he was the nobleſt 
14 fand moſt munificent Patron, as alſo of all Learned 
ne I berſons; a Character which has rais d and immor- 
es aliz'd his Name as much as thoſe of the greateſt 
g- Princes in the World. He died in the 747th Tear 
2 fof the City, and Five Years before our Saviours 
of Nativity; in which Year dy'd Horace, the Prince of 
th Ihe Latin Lyrick Poets, as tho he had EEE * 
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| with his great Patron, being in the 55:4 Year o 
hib Age. About this time the famous Dionyſiut Har- 
ks of the Roman 
JC 


u1tcarnaſſeus began to write his Boo 
ier and, )] 
While gent was {edulouſly employ'd in the 
i Publick Affairs, Tiberivs was no leſs buſie in his Con- f 
ſllulſnip: Heundertook the Reparation of the Temple 
of Concord, upon which he plac d his own Name, | 
together wich that of his Brother Druſus, After 1 4 
Which he dedicated the Temple of Livia his Mother, tl 
The her felf being preſent at the Ceremony and So- g 
lemnity; at which time he noble treated all the Sena- ch 
tors in the Capitol, and Livia, with the Ladies by them- bj 
ſelves. Shortly after he left Rome ay march'd into | 
Germany, here ſome Inſurrections had been made; | fo 
but nothing memorable was perform'd in that Coun- || hc 
try this Year. This Year a terrible Fire happened in to 
Rome about the Forum, which confum'd many Build- By 
ings, and was believ'd to have been caus'd by ſuch 
as were deeply in Debt, who thought to eaſe them- | 5 
ſelves by the Ruin of their Neighbours, and the | 
Confuſion of the City. This occaſion d the Creati- ing 
WO currorc, On of certain new Officers, call d Curatores Vicorum, to 
VPoicorum. WhO were permitted on certain Days, within the | the 
1 Extent of their Authority, to wear the Robe of a 
Magiſtrate, and to have two Lictors go before em; 
and to them were now aſſign d the Six hundred pret 
Slaves who formerly attended the e4iles for the 
extinguiſhing of Fires. And at the ſame time, by | leav 
Auguſtus s particular Order, the City was divided 
into Fourteen Regions or Wards, thoſe into inferiour heat 
Precincts, for + Order and Conveniency ear 
in the City; the Government of which Wards was {| Man: 
aſſign d to the foremention'd Curatores Vicorum, the 
Tribunes of the People, and to the Pretors, by Lot. 
In the following Year, Caius and Lucius, the Empe- || _ 
ror's Grandſons by Agrippa, by reaſon of their high Conſ 
Birth and Fortune, began to grow proud and inſolent; 17 [cuts 
j 47, 7. 65" ola 
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inſomuch hat Lacine the younger being at the The- 


ple Concern wiſh'd, That never any ſuch Neceſſuy might lie 
ne, upon bim at he found formerly, that the Conſulſhip ſhould 
ter || be given to any under twenty years of Age. And when 


er, | the Brothers were more urgent than ordinary, ne 
50 gravely told em, That this bigb Office was to be diſ- 
la- charged by a Man, and ſuch. as cou d take tare that he 


m- | himſelf offended not, and cou d rightly manage the etra- 

wo | wvagant Deſires of the People. However his Tenderneſs 
2 prevail'd, that ar length he gave the Prieſt- 

n- hood to Caizs, and leave to go into the Senate, and 

in to be preſent with Senators at Shows and Feaſts, 

Id- But ſomewhat to balance and curb their ambitious 

ch Temper, he ar the fatne time created Tiberius, Tris 

m- | June of the People for five Years, and gave him the 

he | Government of Armenia. Tiberius was notwithſtand- 

ti- | 10gextreamly diſguſted at the Favour Auguſtus ſhew'd 

n, | to his Grandſons; and either for the Riſing of 

he || theſe Youths, or rather as ſome believe, for his Dif> 

fa | like of his Wife Falia's Behaviour, he deſired Per- 

n ; mitſion to retire to the Iſland of Rhodes, where he 

ed || pretended to berake himſelf to Study. This was no 

he ways pleaſing to Auguſtus, who at firſt deny'd him 

by leave, till by his exceſſive Grief and long Faſting, . 

ed he obtain'd it; and parting with great Precipitation, 

zur he arrivd at Rhodes, where he there liv'd for ſeveral 

icy || Years, for the molt part in- a private and retir'd Tiberius 
Manner, reading and converting with the Greeks af- 5% Rerire- 

he. | ter a familiar Way, only upon tome Occaſions he ment. 
wou'd appear like a Publick Magiſtrate. : 
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pe- The next Lear Auguſtus Enter'd upon his twelfth U. c. 
gh Conſulſhip, in which Time he inſtituted two Præ- 749. 
T. Fects of the Prætorian Guards; and Caius being now 
. „„ ow. Som- 
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come to Man's Eſtate, he brought him into the 
Court, where he made him Princeps Fuventutis, Or 


Prince of the Youth, and a Prafed of a Tribe, the Equites 


80 him with Silver Spears. He was likewiſe 
_defign'd Conſul the fifth Year after this; all which 
Honours were conferr'd upon his Brother Lucius af- 
terwards. Thus were the two Sons highly honour'd 
and dignify'd by Auguſtus; but their Mother Julia 
met with a very different -Treatment ſhortly after. 
For Auguſtus now found that ſhe was arriv'd to that 
excels of Wantonneſs and Prodigality, that even in 
the Forum and at the Roſtra, the had her nocturnal 
Meetings, andlibidinous Revels, groſly abuſing thoſe 
Courts, in which her Father had made ſuch ſevere 
Laws againſt Adultery. He formerly believ'd, that 
ſhe had lived no very ſtrict Life, but never imagin'd 
ſhe had been ſo notoriouſly Infamous till now; ha- 
ving the Misfortune of other Princes, who are ge- 
nerxally leaſt acquainted with their neareſt Concerns. 
_ _Upona full diſcovery of her Actions and Behavi- 
our, the good Emperor was ſo violently and ſenſibly 
afflicted, that he could not conceal the Tranſports 
of his Grief and Anger from the Publick, but by a 
Writing communicated his Misforrune and the Diſ- 
grace of his Family, to the Senate it ſelf ; an Indiſ- 
cretion Which heafterwards ſaid, He would never have 
committed, had either Agrippa or Mecænas been living. 
But now being overcome with Shame' and Rage, he 
thought of putting his Daughter to Death; but at- 
ter a calmer Conſideration, he baniſh'd her to Pan- 
dataria, an Iſland in Campania, to which Place ſhe 
Was voluntarily accompany'd by her Mother Scribo- 
nia, Who had been divorced from Auguſtus, the ſame 
Day that ſhe was deliver'd of her, Having baniſh'd 
her, he forbad her the Uſe of Wine, and all ſorts of 
Delicacy whatſoever, either in Diet or Cloaths ; and 
permitted no Perſon of what Condition ſoever, to 
come near her without his approv'd . of 
| F ks NPeir 
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their Lives and Morals. Shortly after, her Daughter 


of the ſame Name, marry'd to L. Paulus, was alſo 


convicted of the ſame Crimes, and was baniſh'd into 
an Ifland in the Adriatick Sea, called Tremera. 


Auguſtus in the midſt of theſe Misfortunes, was di- 
verted by a Revolt of the Armenians, who, by cal- 


| ling in the P arthians, expell'd Artavaſcles the Roman 
Governour, but with the Danger of loſing their 


Country to the Parthians, who now began to make 


Pretenſions to it, tho' they had firſt ſer up Tigranes. 


Auguſtus being inform'd of this dangerous Conjuncti- 


on, after a long Debate, ſent Caius into thoſe Parts, 


having firſt made him Proconſul, and marry'd him, 
to procure him the greater Eſteem and Friendſhip, 


his Wife being the Daughter of AM. Lollius, who had 
been appointed Governour of his Youth. . Caius be- 


hav'd himſelf with various Skill and Succeſs in this 
Expedition ; but in a ſhort time through the Terror 
and Greatneſs of the Roman Name quieted all In- 


ſurrections, the Armenians being willing to ſubmit, 
and the Parthians to deſiſt. Auguſtus being now in his The Zen 
' thirteenth Conſulſhip with, Plautius Silanus, having ( Jane 
made Peace with all Nations, and ſhut up the Tem- #4 tin 
ple of Fanus a third time, after it had ſtood open UV. C. 
*. 
throughout the Roman Empire, that he might know The * 
the true State and Value of the whole. In which of Chriſt 
ſpace of Time the Lord of Heaven and Saviour of 
Feſus Chriſt, after an ineffable Manner 
joyn'd himſelf to Humane Nature, and appear d on 


22 Tears, he ordain'd a general Taxation or Cenſus 


the World, 


Earth, being born of a Virgin in the Kingdom of 


Fudæa, at this time in ſubjection to the Roman Ems 
pire. This according to the vulgar Account of our 
Saviour's Nativity, was in the 7524 Year of the Ci- 
ty, the 34 of the 194th Olympiad, A. M. 4003, or 


4994 and in the 25th Year of Avgnſtuss Reign, 
om his Eſtabliſhment by the Senate and People. 
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A. D. IV. All the Provinces of the Roman Empire were 
now in a profound Peace and Quiet, and as much as 
we know, all the Nations in the World were in the 
ſame State; and Auguſtus at preſent had but ſmall 


Employment, befides his daily receiving thoſe Ho- 


nours and Acknowledgments paid him by Foreign 
Nations, and by the greateſt Monarchs and Poten- 
tates upon Earth. At the ſame time Tiberius at Rhodes 
growing weary of his five Years Retirement, pub- 
lickly declar'd, That be left Rome purely to avoid the 
| Suſpicion of Envy between him and the two Brothers, Ca ĩ- 


us and Lucius; requeſting the Emperor, Thar ſince 


Thoſe Obſtacles were now remow d by their being arriv d at 
Man Eſtate, and their being plac'd next to himſelf in Au- 
thority, he ould grant him leave to return home, and viſit 
His Friends. But the Favour was abſolutely deny'd. 


him, and a Meſſage was ſent ro bid him Jay aſide att 


Care and Thoughts of his Friends, fince he had ſo reſolutely 
deſerted them. Thus he was oblig'd extreamly againit 
his deſire to continue at Rhodes; but to cover his Ig- 

nominy, his Mother the Empreſs with much Art and 


Diffculty, obtain, d that he ſhou'd be there in Quali- 


ty of Legatus from the Emperor. But inſtead of ex- 


erciſing that Office, he retir'd to the Middle of the 


Iſland to avoid the Complements of fuch as ſail'd 
by; only when Caius paſs'd that Way he croſs'd over 


t) Chios, to clear himſelf from all Suſpicions, all the 


tim: ſhewing himſelf very ſubmiſſive and reſpectful 


t Him and his Attendants. After this he left off 


his uſua! Riding, and other Martial Exercifes; and 


_ layin; afide the Habit of his Country, reduc'd him 
eit to his Lalllum and Crepidæ, thus continuing for 


almo t two Years. ' Tho' he often ſhew'd himſelf 


generous and brave, yet now his Vices had ſo open- 


ly appear'd among the Inhabitants of the Hand, that 


they daily more deſꝑis d and hared him ; infſomuch 
hat the reople of Newanſus defac'd his Fictures and 
„„ „ Statues: 


| 1 
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ther, who had always a more then ordinary Influ- 


Statues: And in a familiar Banquet, mention be- 
ing made of him, one of the Company roſe up 
and promis'd Caius, then preſent, That if he mou d but 
give the Word, be ſhou'd have the Head of this Exile ina 
Moment. „„ 3 e N 2 
Tiberius now finding himſelf in great Danger and . 
manifeſt Hazard of his Safety, began more earneſt- „ 
ly to ſolicite his Return, by the Intereſt of his Mo- 
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ence upon the Emperor ; notwithſtanding which, 


Auguſtus would no ways E this Affair, with- \ 
out the particular Conſent of Caizs. Not long af. 


ter Caizs's Governour Lollius dy'd, and Quirinus, 4 
Friend to Tiberius, coming into his Place, ſo chang'd 
the Face of Affairs, that Tiberius by Caiuss Permiilt- 
on, was at laſt recall'd, upon Condition, That be 
ſhou d bear no Office in the Common-Wealth ; and acc. 
cordingly being arriv'd at Rome, he gave himſelf 54... 
wholly to a retir'd Life, doing ſome private Cour- , Return 
teſies, but acting in no publick Buſineſs. But the 
Diſquiets and Jealouſies of Tiberius were all at an ene 

in no long time after; for firſt Lucius being appoint- The Death - 
ed for the Armies in Spain, dy'd ſuddenly at Mar-% by jon 
ſeilles ; and in leſs than two Years after, his Brother 32 
Caius having firſt receiv'd a Wound in Armenia, in his 
Return towards Rome, dy'd at Limyra, a City in Li- 

cia, The Bodies of both Brothers were brought to 
Rome by the Tribunes of the Army, and the Silver 
Bucklersand Spears they had receiv'd from the Equites 

were hung up in the Senate-Houſe. Such. were the 

Ends of both theſe Brothers, who were much belov'd 

by Auguſtus, for their Father's fake, bur of no great 

Fame and Renown themſelves ; but the Manner of 

their Deaths have by many been imputed to the ſe- 

cret Artsof Livia, who by all poſſible Ways and Me- 

thods, endeavour'd to advance her Son Tiberius tothe 
Empire. Not long before which, Herod King of Tudza, 

in expectation of deſtroying our Saviour, made a 
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Death, 


guſtus jadg'd it moſt proper to give one 
dea to Archelaus, and the reſt to his two Brothers An- 


- The Roman Hiſtory: Book 1 
barbarous Maſſacre of all the Infants in and about 
Bethlehem, that were two Years of Age and under. 
Herod's His Cruelty to his Wife, his Severity to his Children, 
Cruelty and and his Tyranny to his Subjects, had given Auguſtus . 

juſt occaſion to ſay, That he had rather be a Hog, than 

Vit Son; and his Death was no leſs miſerable, 
his Life had been deteſtable, labouring under all the: 

nauſeous and tormenting Concomitants that can be 
imagin'd ; as Scorchings and Ulcers in his Bowels, 
Convulſions in his Nerves, Swellings and Rottenneſs 

in his Limbs, an inſatiable Appetite, and Worms and 


intolerable Smells from all Parts of his Body. His 


Reign had been ſo odious to his Subjects, that when 


his Son Archelaus was come to Rome, to beg the King- 


dom of Fudæa, the Fewiſh Ambaſſadors, accompa- 
ny d with Sooo of their Country-men in Rome, pe- 

tition'd that they might be joyn d to Syria, and live 
but Au- 


under Roman Governors without any wage : 
alf of 74. 


. 


tipas and Philip. | 


. 


Auguſtus having thus ſertled the Affairs of Judæa, 


and his third ten Years being now expired, he took 
the Government upon him for ten more, tho' with 


ſome Unwillingnels, and almoſt by Conſtraint. In 
Which Year the People unanimoully. agreed to give 
him the Title of Lord; but he abſolutely refus d it, 


and publiſh'd an Edict to that purpoſe ; judging the 
Title of Pater Patriæ more Remarkable, as well as 


more Popular. Not long after which, his Palace 
was by accident burnt down; and when many free- 
ly offer'd him large Sums of Money for its Repara- 
Bon, he, Out of a Deſire to be little burdenſome, re- 


fus 


rebuilt, hę would have it accounteda Fublick Edifice, 
Either becauſe the People had contributed towards its 


Building, or becauſe he was Pontifex n WhO 
| Te Always 


than 
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all except à ſmall and ſet Quantity out of each 
Body or Corporation. And when his Palace was 


** 


ſnou d be intercalated, according to the Inſtitution. 
And from this Year, the Accounts of Time took 
1574 Years after. But leſt the Roman Fairs which 

' lends Of Fanuary, one day was often added in the Tos 


End of the preceding Year, over and above the Cu- 
ſtom, and taken away again the Year following, 


former Inſtitution of Julias Ceſar, which was made 
about 47 Years before the laſt Change. . 49s 
to the Emperor, or Reſpect to his Family, earneſtly 

than they to. His Concern and Reſentments in this 


her ſelf, he proteſted openly, That be had rather have 


permit her Removal from the Iſland into the Con- 


they might have ſuch Daughters and ſuch Wives. How. | 


Chap. I. AUGUSTUS. 


always were diſtinguiſ d by their Publick, as well as 


Private Houſes. He did one remarkable thing this 
Year, as more peculiarly belonging to his Office of 
Pontifex Maximus, which was a further and compleat 


Reformation of the Roman Year. The third Interca- 2% 1 


lary Day, which had crept in bythe Careleſneſs ofthe Rn 


Roman Prieſts, being ſuperfluous, was omitted in the #» 9 the 


Month of February; but thenceforward, he comman- Nu? 


ded that one day in the beginning of every fifth Year, 


of Julius Cæſar; and for the perpetual Obſervation 
of this Order, he caus'd it to be engraven in Braſs. 


their Riſe, this Courſe being conſtantly obſerv'd, 
till the change made in the Calendar by Pope Gregory, 


were held every ninth day, ſhould fall upon the Ra- ws 


that the whole Courſe might exactly agree with the 


About this time, the People, whether out of Love. 


petition'd him to recall his Daughter Fulia; but he 1 
anſwer'd em, That Fire and Mater ſhould ſooner meet, | | 


Matter were ſo great, that when he underſtood that 
Phebe, one of his Daughter's Confidents, had hang d 


been Phœbe' Father, than Julia's. Yet after five Years 
ſtrict Confinement, they alſo compell'd him ro 


tinent, but wou d never wholly reſtore her; and when 
the People were more than ordinary urgent with him 
in that Matter, he in a violent Paſſion wiſh'd, That 
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 Husband Tiberius, tho' the People had affronted him 

for her fake : He firſt made him Partner in his Tri- 

Leuneſhip forfive Years, and partly through the prevail- 
Tiberius ing Solicitations of Livla, and partly from the Hopes 


. 


| edepred by he Conceiv'd of his Vertues outweighing his Vices, 
Auguſtus 


Ey Tiberie 
"ue | 


| And Ger- 


as Suetonius thinks, he after that adopted bim for his 

Son. Tacitus wou'd inſinuate that he did this, becauſe 

he knew the Wickedneſs of his Succeſſor, wou'd 
make his Death more regretted, and his Reign more 


admir'd; but whatever were his Motives, he publick- 


ly ſwore before the People, That he adopted Tiberius, 

For the ſake of the Common-Wealth. His cautious Pro- 
_ ceeding in this Matter, was very remarkable; for 
firſt to prevent any Inconveniencies that might be 
occaſiop'd by ſuch an Advancement of Tiberius, he 
caus d him to adopt his Brother Druſus's Son Germani- 

menicus cut, a Youth of rare Vertues and amazing Excellen- 
cies, tho' at the ſame time, Tiberius had a Son of his 

pon; and in the ſame Day, Auguſtus likewiſe adopted 

* Agrippa Poſthumys, the only ſurviving Brother of Cai- 

J Lucius, After Auguſtus had thus ſtrengrhen'd 


15 A 


himſelf by the Adoption of Tiberius and Agrippa, he 


milſion of Slaves, and took care that his former 
Laws ſhou'd be faithfully executed. At the ſame 


undertook a new Purgation and Modelling of the 


Senate, and again ſtrictly examin'd into the Manu- 


time he generoully recruited the Eſtates and Fortunes 


of ſeveral young Men both of Senatorian and Equeſtri- 


Inn the. mean time a great and dangerous Con- 
ſpiracy: againſt the Emperor was diſcover'd; and 


an Dignity, whole Lives were Fromiling, and had 
fallen into Decay, without any Crimes of theirs. 


Cornelius Cinua, Grandſon to Pompey by his Daughter, 


as found to be the principal Perſon concern d, be- 


des ſame others of the higheſt Rank. The Know- 


ledge of this was a very ſenſiple Affliction to Au- 
Alan and the more, becauſe he knew not how to 
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ever he conferr'd extraordinary Favours upon her 


determine 


% 


determine any thing advantageouſly concerning the 
Conſpirators Perſons: For if he ſhou'd pur em ro 
I Death, he fear'd to exaſperate their Friends, who 
- | were able to have raisd dangerous Diſturbances ; 
8 and if he ſhou'd par don 'em, it might too much en- 
. courage others in the like pernicious Attempts. His 
8 racking Doubts, and his penetrating Warineſs ſo tor- 
e |F mented him in this ty, om that he could have no 
d 
C 


g k 5 | ; 1 * { 3 : * 7 . . | | 7 - 5 9 
f 85 7 ; : x = - G : : hk 
; 1 T a, a” ; : 8 * * ; x ? © \ 1 > I : * 
8 9 * , Fa F 
_ 


Reſt for a conſiderable ſpace, till Livia by her refind 
Arrifices, - extorted this important Secret from him, 


= and by many ingenious and politick Arguments for 

s, | Clemency, perſwaded him, To avoid all violent Reme- 
„ | dies, and make uſe of Lenitives, as the only Cure for this 

r | preſent Diſtemper. But whether moyd by her Reaſons, 
e or led by his own Diſcretion, he ſent for the guilty 
e Perſons, only corrected em with Words and Inſtru- 

i” ctions, and diſmiſs'd them; and to ſhew a farther 
I Inſtance of his Clemency and Genoriſity, he nomi- 
18 nated Cornelius Conſul for the next enſuing Lear. 

d At which time he told him thus, I have nice given 

i=, || you your Life; firſt as an Enemy, and next as a Rebel; 
d and now ] give you the Conſulſhip. Let us therefore be 

1C Friends for the future, and ſtrive to ſhew whether my Con- 
16 fidence or your Fidelity is moſt remarkable, This Action, 

u- in which was ſhewn as much Courage as Judgment, 

er | ſp far oblig'd all Men, and had ſuch happy Effects 

ne upon others, that from that time, as Dion writes, not 
es only all Confpiracies againſt him ceas'd, bur like- 
i- | wile the very ſuſpicion and Imagination of em. 
ad In the following Year, when Cornelius was one of 


Ii the Conſuls, the Soldiers much complain'd of the 
n- || ſmalneſs of their Pay, and the want of their uſual 
ad | Rewards; which occaſion'd Auguſtus in a ſhort time 
er, | after, to erect a. Military Treaſury, committing the 
de- Charge thereof to three Perſons of Prætorian Rank, 
w- | who were to be attended by two Lifors and Ser- 
u- vants. For the more ſpeedy Advertiſement of Oc- 
ro, I urrences in his Provinces ne had formerly appoint- 
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cel young Men upon all great Roads, who being at || 


no great Diſtance, ran on foot with the News from ov 
one to another; but now he plac'd a ſort of flying ge 
Chariots, judging them more commodious for Ex- hi 
pedition, and more convenient for the Examination | fr 

and Diſcourfing with the Meſſengers, when Occaſi- N. 

on requir'd it. In this and the following Year, Rowe na 

was much afflicted with Famine, inſomuch, that the a? 
Gladiators, and all the ſaleable Slaves, were ſent 80 pl; 

Miles diſtant from the City, and Auguſtus himſelf, as . 

well as many others, ſent away their Servants. Se- ga 

nators were now permitted to go whither they de- an 

ſir d; and leſt the Senatuſconſulta ſhould by this means | By 

be of leſs Force, it was decreed, That whatever was fir 

_ enacted by thoſe Senators in the City, ſhou'd be va- gr. 

lid. Auguſtus ſtill gave as much Corn as formerly, to of 

ſuch as uſually receiv'd it of the Publick, having bu 

ſome few Years ſince, reduc'd their indeterminate bo 
Number to two hundred thouſand. But finding all a0 

this too little, he wou'd- not permit the People to ff th 

feaſt publickly on his Birth Day: And theſe Wants fo 

and Miſeries, made many of the common People 80 

very tumultuous and ſeditious; but thoſe Diſturban- Ro 

ces gradually abared, as the Plenty of Proviſions and I gr. 

Nec eſſaries encreas d. Auguſtus was now no leſs em- re 
barxraſs' d inthe Troubles of his own Family, than in Er 
Dunne A- thoſe of the Publick; for Young Agrippa, whom he V 
bang had lately adopted, by his extravagant Life, and ir- or 
reclaimable Vices, became ſo ſcandalous to his Fa- or 
mily, and odious to the Emperor, that he baniſh'd Ot 
him to the Iſland of Planaſia. After this, whenever | Ye 
flany mention was made of him, or the two Fulia's, | pr 
Ihe wou'doften with a profound Sigh cry, Would iro lat 
Heaven I had lid d without a Wife, or dy d without Chil- Re 

dren : Nor did he ordinarily call *em by any other Re 
Name, than his three Biles Or Impoſthumes, 8 fo! 

A. D. At this time were many Wars in the. Provinces, as || re 
7. Well as Miſeries in the City. The Jauri in 2 the 
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Chap. I. AUGUSTUS II. 


with Devaſtations, b proceeding toa War, were 


overthrown. The Getuli in Africk, refuſing any lon- 
ger to be ſubject to King Fuba, took Arms againſt 
him, and kill'd many Romans, making likewiſe ſo 


ſtrong an Oppoſition, that C. Coſſus for ſubduing that 


Nation obtain'd Triumphal Honours, and the Sur- 
name of Gætulicus. Several Expeditions were made 
azainſt he Germans, and principally by Tiberius, who, 


piere'd with his Conquering Arms, as far as the 7. 
ſurgis and Albis, did noble Service in thoſe Parts, and 


gain'd great and rich Spoils ; which caus'd both him 
and Auguſtus to receive again the Title of Imperator. 


But the moſt dangerous War was rais'd about this 
time by the Dalmations and Pannonians, Who now. 
grown in Strength, and unſatisfied with the Benefits 
of a long Peace, and the Burden of a longer Tri- 
bute, had revolted, and join'd with all the  Neigh-' 


43 


bouring Nations, gathering together an Army of 


200000 Foot, and 9000 Horſe, which very much 
threatn'd Italy and Rome it ſelf. Levies were there- 


fore made with the utmoſt Expedition, the Vererane 


Soldiers recalFd from all Parts, and Auguſtus left 


Rome, and betook himſelf to Ariminum, for the 


greater Conveniency of Cotreſpondence and. Di- 
rections: And tho? perſonal Valour was not this 


Emperor's greateſt Vertue, yet no prince in the 
World gave wiſer Orders upon all urgent Occaſions, 


or cou'd tranſport himſelf with greater Expedition 
or Advantage into all Parts of his Dominions, when 
Occaſion requir'd it. The War continu'd nigh three 
Tears, with great Dangers. and Difficulties, being 


rincipally manag'd by Tiberius and Germanicus, the 


latter of which gain'd extraordinary Honour and 


Reputation againſf thoſe fierce People. Upon their 
Reduction, Batotheir General being ſummon'd be- 
fore Tiberius's Tribunal, was ask'd by him, For what 


reaſon they would revolt, and continue in Rebellion againſt - 
the Roman Arms, This General boldly reply | 
PE ln 5 . ae 


„ men H | Book. | 
That they, themſelves were the Aggreſſors, who inſtead of V. 
Dogs and Shepherds to ſecure their Flocks, had appointed . 
| Wolves and Wild Beaſts to devour em. 
_ Before this War was compleatly finiſh'd, Auguſtus | in 
in the Winter return d to Rome, where great OY 
plaints were made to him concerning the too great | all 
Number of the unmarry d Equites, which in a great ift 
meaſure proceeded from the Looſeneſs of their Lives, || Ye 
This, together with the fatal Example of it to others, 
appear d a Matter of ſo dangerous a Conſequence ſuc 
to this good Emperor, that he immediately ſum- Re 
mond the whole Body of the Equeſtrian. Order ; | the 
where, in the Aſſembly, he orderd the Marry'd |} of 
and Unmarry'd Perſons to be ſeparately plac'd; | he 
Then obſerving the former to be much inferior to Ext 
the latter in Number, after a high applayding of 2 
the Marry d Sort, he told the other, That their Lives for 
and Attions had been ſo peculiar, that be knew not by Loc 
what Name to call em; not by that of Men, for they per- rup 
form'd nothing that was Manly; not by that of Citizens, | tho' 
For the City might periſh notwithſtanding their Care; nor 
e that of Romans, for they deſign d to extirpate the Ro- I tal t. 
man Name. Then proceeding to ſhew his tender | LU 
Care and hearty Affection for his People, he further Þ 10x, 
told em, That their Courſe of Life was of ſuch pernicions | they 
Conſequence to the Glory and Grandeur of the Roman Na- I phal 
tion, that he cou'd not chuſe but till em, That all other (phic 
Crimes put together, cou d not equalize theirs : For they vice: 
were guilty of Murder, in not ſuſſering thoſe to be born, ty to 
which ſhou d proceed from em; of Impiety, in cauſing the Year 
Names and Honours of their Anceſtors to ceaſe ; and of new 
Sacrilege, in deſtroying their Kind, which proceed from the upor 
Immortal Gods, and Human Nature, the principal Thins Defe 
conſecrated to em. Therefore, in this reſpect they dT 
the Government, in diſobeying its Laws; betray'd their that. 
Country, by making it Barren and Waſte; nay, and de- more 
moliſh d their City, in depriving it of Inhabitants. And mand 
be a fleet al thi fel fen an bind fc 
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Chap l. AUGUSTUS U. 


Vertue or Abſtinence, but from a Looſeneſs and Wantonneſs, 


which ought never to be encourag'd in any Civil Govern- 
ment. Having finiſh'd his Speech, he immediately 
increas'd the Rewards of ſuch as had Children, and 


impos'd conſiderable Fines upon unmarry'd Perſons, 


allowing them the Term of a Year, in Which Space 
if they comply d, they were freed from the Penalty. 


had the appearance of Vertue, he beſtow'd upon 


ſuch Women as had vow'd a perpetual Virginity, 
Rewards equal to Mothers. And obſerving that by _ 
the Immarurity of Contracts, and frequent changing 


of Marriages, the Force of his Laws were eluded, 
he limited the Time of Contracts, and regulated the 


Extravagencies of Divorces. This ſame Year Aa- 
gufus baniſhd Ovid, the famous Poet, into Pontus, The! 

„ ee Ovid 
Looſeneſs of which being thought capable of cor- T 


tor his Amorous Eligies and his Art f Love, the 


rupting a larger Empire than that of the Romans ; 


tho' many ſuppoſe it was for ſich ſecret Crimes, or 
dangerous Diſcoveries, as muſt have been more a- 


tal to him than Baniſhmenr. » RE be. 
Upon the finiſhing the Wars in Dalmatia and Pan- 
nonia, Tiberius and Germanicus return'd to Rome, where 


they were decreed Triumphal Honours, and Trium- 


phal Arches in Pannonia, on which magnificent Tro- 


hie were plac'd: * Germanicas for his excellent Ser- 
| P 


vices was alſo allow'd Prætorian Honours, and Liber- 


ty to ſtand for the Conſulſhip, tho only twenty tour 
Years of Age. But the Joy of theſe Triumphs and 
new Advancements in Rome immediately vaniſhd 
upon the dreadful News from Germany of the entire 
Defeat of 2: intilius Varus; a Perſon rather of an II. 
luſtrious than a Noble Family, who commanded in 
that Country, and acted as tho" the Germans were 


more eaſily curb'd by the Roman Laws than the Ro- 


vet to ſhew that he wou'd diſcourage nothing that 


R 


Bani ſb. 


man Sword. He had manag'd his Affairs with that 


eceeding Careleſsneſ, and Indilcretion, that the 


Germans, 


„ie Rowan Hife. Book 4, 
Germans by their Induſtry and Stratagems eaſily found 
means to draw him into their Country, through 
Woods and Marſhes in ſeparate Bodies, which caus d 
the loſs of his Life, and the entire deſtruction of 
three compleat Legions, with as many Alæ, and ſix 
Cohorts; an Overthrow the greateſt that the Romans 
ever receiv d ſince that of Craſſus againſt the Parthi- 
ans, above 60 Years before. Theſe were the beſt and 
choiceſt Legions of the whole Empire, either for 


Voalour, Diſcipline, or Experience; ſo that the News 


of this Loſs at Rome, together with the defenceleſs 
State of Italy againſt the Gauls and Germans, put the 
City into a great Conſternation, Guards being ſet 
in all Places to prevent Tumults and Diſturbances, 
This was fuch a ſenſible Affliction to the good Old 


Emperor, that he let his Beard and Hair grow for 


_ = ſeveral Months; and, as many write, did ſometimes 
in a very diſturb'd and diſorderly manner, knock his 
Head againſt the Wall, crying, Reſtore the Legions, 
Varus! He vow'd the great Games to Fupiter, when 
he recover'd the Commonwealth, as had been done 
formerly in the Wars of the Cimbri and Marſi; and 
he yearly obſerv'd the Day of this Defeat as a Day 
of Mourning. Upon Intelligence, ſhortly after, that 
the Germans had not pals'd the Rhine, as Was ex- 
pected, nor made any great Advantage of their Vi- 
Cory, the Peoples Fears were much abated ; how- 
ever Auguſtus Was {till very diligent in raiſing what 
Men he cou'd procure, which he ſuddenly difpatch'd 
away under the Command of Tiberius into Germany. 
Tiberius invaded Germany with much Vigour, toge- 
ther with Germanicus, Who had the Power of Pro- 
«conſul: They made great Devaſtation in many 
Parts; but ſubdu'd no Nation, nor fought any Battel, 
keeping chiefly about the Rhine, and prudently a- 
voiding thoſe falſe ſteps which ruin'd Varus. In the 
latter end of the Lear they return'd to Rome, at 
which time Young Druſus, the Son of Tiberius, Was 
| „ „% „ 
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but twelve. Some Diſturbances being now rais'd by 
Augurs and Fortune-tellers, Auguſtus wiſely forbad 


all ſuch Perſons to uſe any Publick or private pre- 
dictions Concerning the Death of any Man ; not 


that he was any way apprehenſive himſelf, for he 


which he was ſuppos'd to have been born. He alſo 


made Quæſtor, and fixteen Prætors were created at 
this time, tho for many Years following there were 


publickly expos'd. the Scheme of the Heaven under 


commanded that none ſhould give Publick Ho- 


nours to Governors of Provinces, during the Time 


of their_Adminiſtration, nor within fixty Days after 


cheir Departure ; becauſe by reaſon of the Honours 
and Applauſes they receiv'd there, theyoftencarry'd 


themſelves haughtily, and acted injuriouſly to the 


Publick. He ſhew'd more than ordinary Kindneſs 


and Favour to Germanicus, Who, according to his 


high Merits, was (ſhortly after made Conſul with 
c. Capito; and now Auguſtus being grown ancient, 
in the 74th Year of his Age, he by Writing recom- 
mended Germanicusto the Senate, and the Senate ro 


Tiberius, He deſir d the Senate, That they wou'd no 


longer ſalute him at the Palace, according to their Cuſtom, 
nor take it amiſs if for the future he could not publickly 


converſe with 'em as formerly, From this time Tiberius 


was join'd in the Governmentof the Provinces with 


Auguſtus, and inveſted with almoſt the ſame Autho- 
rity: Yet after this Auguſtus did no ways throw off 


zealous Lover of his People, and a true and affecti- 


onate Father of his Country. _ 


The Year following the Conſulſhip of Germanicus, 


Auguſtus s fourth Ten Years being expir'd, he with 
much unwillingneſs took upon him the Govern- 


ment for Ten longer; but rransferr'd the Authority 


wiſe 


the Care and Concern of the Commonwealth, or 
give himſelf up to his Eaſe, but by many wiſe and 
vertuous Actions, ſhew'd himſelf ſtill a hearty and 


44. D. 
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of his perpetual Tribuneſhip upon Tiberius; and like. 
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Wiſe granted his Son Druſws the Privilege of ſtand- 


ing for the Conſulſhip within three Tears. Finding 
it very inconvenient to come to the Senate by rea- 


ſon of his Age, he defir'd ro have twenty Privy- 
Counſellors aflign'd. him for a Year, having for- 

merly but fifteen for ſix Months; and it was decreed, 
That whatever he agreed upon with them, together 


with the Conſuls, and his adopted Nephews, ſhou'd 


hape the ſame Force as if they were vored in the 
Curia. This Year Auguſtus made his Will, and de- 


liver'd it to the Veſtal Virgins; in the following, he 
ſlolemniz d a Cenſus, in which Luſtrum were found 


four Millions and 137000 Heads in Rome, a Number 
proportionable to the vaſtneſs of the Roman Domi- 
nions. While the Ceremonies were performing, with 
a mighty Concourſe of People in the Campus Martius, 
an Eagle was obſerv'd to fly about him ſeveral Times, 


and directing her Flight to a Chappel, ſar over the 


Name of Agrippa; which, with fome other things of 
the like Nature, was by all look'd upon as/a prefa- 
ging Omen of his Death ſhortly after. The Au- 
- _ gursdeclard it wou'd be after a hundred Days, from 
the irft Letter of Ceſar being ſtruck off his Statue by 
24 Fhunder- bolt; at which time he ſhould be rec- 

kon d among the Gods, for AES AR in the Hetru- 
rian Tongue ſignifies a God. Shortly after he ſent 
Tiberius into HMyricum, and accompany'd him as far 
as Beneventum; but returning back indiſpos'd by a 
Diarrbæa, he came to Nola high Capua, and there 
finding himſelf dangeroufly ill, he ſent for Tiberius, 
and his moſt inward Friends and Acquaintance, to 
whom he recommended many wile and uſeful 


Things, particularly telling em, That be bad found. 


Rome bull, of Brick, but be had left it of Marble, 
meaning not only the Beauty and Neatneſs of the 


Buildings, bur alfo the Majeſty and firmneſs of the 


Empire. Then calling for 'a Looking-Glafs, he 
_ caus'd his Hair to be comb'd, and his Wrinkl'd 


1 
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Stage, he ask d his Friends, M bet her he had play d his 
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Cheeks to be ſmooth'd up, as an Actor upon the 


Part well? And upon cheir anſwering, Nee, he cry'd, 


age, and Faremel. 


Bauch was che End of the great Auguſtus; who dyd 


al moſt in the 76th Year of his Age, to the unexpreſ- 
fible Grief of the whole City and fry nai : his Death 
being promoted, as ſome believe, by the exquilite” 
Contrivances of Livia, who, by reaſon of a late pri- 


vate Viſit to his Baniſh'd Grandſon” Agrippa, much 


fear d the Diſinheriting of her Son Tiberius. To draw 
his Character in ſhort, He was a Perſon of the high« 
eſt Learning and Eloquence, and the moſt amazing 
Wiſdom and Sagacity; and the? he cannot be ſaid 


to have had ſo large a Soul, and ſo vaſt a Genius as his 


Great Uncle Julius Cæʒÿur, yet he had as Generous 
a Temper, a Mind as penetrating,” and certainly a 
more regular Spirit. His principal Vices were his 
Love of Women, and his Cruelty and fallacious _ 
Actions in the ſecond Triumvirate; in the former he 


vas not very exceſſive, except in relation to his own . 


Wife Livia; and the latter proceeded not from his 
his exquilite Policy: However, his innumerable Acts 
of Wiſdom and Virtue afterwards, ſufficiently wip'd 
away thoſe Blots and Imperfections; and never any 


Prince, in what Age ſocver, was more univerſally 


honour'd and eſteem'd by the greateſt” Potentates 
upon Earth, nor more truly belovid and ador'd by 
his Own Subjects. He was almoſt Matchleſs in his 
Government, yet conſidering the many Misfortunes 
of his Life, it's hard to judge whether he was more 
happy than miſerable. He is moſt properly calld 
the Founder and Former of the Roman Empire, as 


Julius Ceſar is ſaid to have mark' d it out, having 


Reign'd' almoſt 4x Years, from the full Eftabliſh- 


- 2 


Plaudite } and fo expir'd in the Embraces of his ber T Aura” 
lov d Wife Livia, bidding her Remember their Marri- ſtus. 


— 


 .. The Roman Hiſtorn. Book I. 
ment of his Authority by the Senate and People, 
and 44 from the Death of is Rival Anthony, Or ra- 
ther from the Battel of A#ium, from which time 
many will have his Reign to commence, as ſome 
will have it from the Death of Julius Ceſar, which 
makes his Reign 57 Years, according to that Ac- 
count. He dy d in the 767th Year of the City, the 
1 ſecond of the 1987¹ Olpmpiad, and the 15th Year of 
! dur Saviour Chriſt, leaving Rome in a State flouriſh- | 


. 
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| From ibe Death of AUGUSTUS, to the Death | 2 
Wl + of T1BERIVUS rhe Third Emperor, who de- 5 
= Jas d, and brought the chief Corruptions into 5 
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Containing the Space of above 22 TEARS. 


A. D. LT PHE Affairs of the Empire were now ſo unſet- by 
15. I tled. and the Fears of Livia ſo ſtrong, that for 
ſome Space of Time the Death of Aguſtus was kept E 
ſecret, leſt upon the Abſence of Tiberius in  Illyricum, 
ſome Tumults and Diſturbances might happen to his 
Difadvantage. It is very doubtful, whether Tiberius 
—_ - at his Return found him alive or dead; for Livia had | 
= carefully guarded and ſecured the Paſſages to the || Sen. 
8 __ Houſe, ſometimes intimating his Recovery, and a- 
wo gain a Relapſe; till having ſettled Matters as the 
Time and Occaſion requir d, the ſame Report which | 77 
not long before brought the joyful News of Auguſtuss int 
Amendment, now publiſh'd his Death, and that 77- belo 
Yomg A- gerius was in actual poſſeſſion of the Empire. In the em, 
Sal, time of theſe ſecret Practices and Contrivances, Spee 
=D Young Agrippa,” whom Auguſtus had baniſh'd, was 3 
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Chap. II. TIBERI US HI. 
made, That it was done by the particular Appointment of 


4 


guarded bim, to diſpatch him upon the firſt Intelligence of 5 


his Death, And Aberius, the better to ſupport this 
Story, when the Eenturion gave him an Account, 
| That he had perform d his Commands, immediately an- 


ſwmer'd him, That he had given him no ſuch Command, and 


ſtius, who was acquainted with the greateſt Secrets 


of Tiberius, hearing of this, and fearing his own 
Danger, immediately advis'd Livia, by no means to 
divulge the Secrets of her Houſe, the Counſel of Friends, and 

the Services of Soldiers; and that Tiberius ſhou'd beware 
of weakening and diminiſhing the Sovereign Authority, by 
referring all Things to the Senate; the Nature of abſolute 
Power being ſuch as cou'd not be preſery'd entire but in 
one alone. By which means the whole Matter was 


huſh'd and paſs d over without any further Noife or 
paſs d over without any further Noiſe 


Enquiry about it. 


In the mean time the Body of Auguſtus was born 


by the principal Men of the ſeveral Cities from 


Ss 4204 


below *em. Tiberius began a conſolatory Orationto 

em, bur ſuddenly ſtopp'd in the begining of his 
Speech, as unable toreſtrain the Violence of hisSor- . 
row, and with a profound Sigh. wiſh'd, That not only 
bis Voice, but his Life might bim; and at a 5 


zue emen Hi. Bock I. 

time gave his Notes to his Son Druſws to read em out. 

_  Aﬀer, which Polhbius, one of Auguſtuss Freed- men, 
] 


-  publickly read his Will in the Senate-Houſe, where- 
in he made Tiberius and Livia his Heirs; and by that 
Livia was like wiſe adopted into the Julian Family, 
and intituled by the Name of Auguſta. His Will be- 
gan in this term, Whereas my Sons Caius and Lucius 
ba ve been unfortunately taken from me, I do hereby nomi- 
nate Tiberius to be.my Succeſſor, &c. Which Preface 
made moſt conclude, that his choice of Tiberius Was 
more the Effects of Neceſſity than Freedom. He 
gave conſiderable Legacies to many private Perſons, 
to thoſe of che Prætorian Guarlls, to the Legionary 
Soldiers, and to all the Inhabitants of Rome. He 
Was very bountiful to the Children of many, but 
wou'd not reſtore his Daughter Julia, Wife to Tibe- 
rius;ʒ but particularly forbad her being bury d in his 
zepulchre, notwithſtanding he left her a Legacy in 
his Will. Beſides his Will, four other Writings of 
his were produc'd at this time: In one he had left 
Inſtructions concerning his Funeral; In another; an 
Eee was madeof his ſeveral Exploits, which (- 
was to be cut in Tables of Braſs, and plac'd before n 
his Monument. The third Writing contain'd, an : 
Account of the Provinces, Forces, and Revenues:of 
the Empire, with the Iſſues, Arrears, State of the 
Treaſury, with other Matters belonging to the Pub- 
lick. In the fourth he gave many wiſe Inſtructions 
and Directions to Tiberius and the Commonwealt?! : 
Among other Things there, it was his Opinion, 
| That they ought carefully to endeavour the committing the 
Government to Perſons beſt qualify'd. for it, and not to al. 
low too much Authority to one Man, leſt. he ſhould turn Ty- 
rant, or bis Ruin endanger the Commonwealth. He like- 
Wiſe charg diem, to be ſatisfy d with their preſent For- q 
tune, and not to deſire the Enlargement of 75 Empires 5 
Bounds, for it being diſſiculi to keep what they had al- 45 
read] gain d, they would probably, by endeavouring. to ob- 1 
_ TT / ( ĩ ĩ ĩ ĩĩ⁵ ( 
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3 | Chap H. T4HBERHSUS Hl. 
: tain more, loſe what they now poſſeſs'd. After this fol- 
low'd his Funeral, which was ſolemniz d with ex- 

| traordinary Pomp and Magnificence, Tiberius himſelf 

_ making his Funeral Oration, which he did with fuch 


, J _ "ws * 
\ 0 y 
* 


Eloquence and Artiſice, as ſuited both the Greatneſs 


of his Parts, and the Depth of his Deſigns: It was 
deecreed, that Women ſhould mourn for him a Whole 
Year; Temples were erected to him, Divine Ho- 


nours allow d him, and a Sum of Money given by 


Livia to Numerius Atticus, à Senator, as Dion relates 


. 
— 


* 


it, for having {worn that he ſaw him aſcending in- 


to Heaven, as Proclus anciently had ſaid of Romulus. 


The people of Rome at this time began to raiſe 
various Diſcourſes, and ſeveral had great Expecta- 
tions of their ancient Liberties; hut now the Conſul, 


Senators and Equites, ran headlong into Servitude, as 


* 


Tacitus Writes; and that Complaiſance and juſt 
Eſteem they had for the Perſon of Aupuſtns, Was 
now degenerated into baſe Fawnings and vile Flat- 
teries to Tiberius. All Suits and Petitions were now 


made to him; and being offer'd the Government 


in the Senate, tho he had already ſecur d it to him 


ſelf, he with much Artifice began to diſcourſe of 
the Greatneſs of the Roman Empire, and in modeſt 
Terms of his own Inſufficiency, thought the Care 


and Wiſdom of Auguſtus only capable of ſo weighty'a 


Charge: That himſelf, being advanc'd by Auguſtus a 
an Aſſociate and Partner in the State, had by ſufficient - © 


Proofs learnt the Difficalties, Contingencies, and Dangers \ 


inſeparably annex d to Rule and Sovereignty : And ſince the 


City vs ſo happily repleniſh'd avith great Numbers of fas 


undertake this Charge, than to lay the whole Burden upbn 


one Man. After which he expreſt himſelf in more 
doubtful and ambiguous Terms than before, till the 


mous and worthy Perſons, it were highly more ad vantage- 
ous, that many by joining their Cares and Counſels, ſhoul4 + 


whole Body of the Senators, in the moſt loẽ and 


7 


humble manner ' imaginable, begg'd of him to ac- - 
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_ cept of the Government. Tiberius then inſinuating, 
at he was unable to take Charge of the whole, but at 
their Requeſts was. willing to undertake the Protection of 
any one Part thy ſhould think proper to aſſign him; \ Aſinius 
Gallus ask d him, What Part he at willing to accept of? 
Which unexpected Demand much ſtartled Tiberius 
Vo for a while ſtood mute; but recovering him-. 
ſelf, he with a ſubtle Coldneſs anſwer'd, Thar it ill 
became his Modeſty to cbuſe or refufe any one Part of that, 
om all which he begg'd ro be excus d, Gallus perceiving 
him inwardly offended, as readily reply'd, That he. 
did not offer that Queſtion, as tho he deſign d to divide 
what in it ſelf was . but by his own Confeſſion 


. 


« 
| 
to convince him, That the Commonweaith was but one { 
Body, and conſequently to be actuated by one Soul, Then { 
continuing his Speech, he inſiſted upon the great c 
Merits and Accompliſhments of Tiberius, and en- 

C 


= larg'd upon the noble Victories and Conqueſts he 
| | had gain'd abroad; all which would by no means rl 
4 t | appeaſe his private Anger and {ecret Malice againſt | | 5 
him, At length Tiberius being wearied by the Clar , 
Tiberius mours of all in general, and the Importunities of 7 
es aben ſome in particular, by little and little yieldedto their ff 


ene Requeſts ; not that he would canfels, That he took 0 
ire, ſo migbiy a Charge as that of the Roman Empire upon E 
1 bim, but to finiſh all troubleſom Denials, aud all further h 
44 Intreatigs: Adding at laſt, That be would accept and ſe 
1 | keep the Empire, till ſuch time as they in their great Pru- b. 
1 dence ſbould think fit to giue Repoſe to his Old Age, Thus * 
18 was 2 crafty Diilimulation on one Side, and a more th 
1 dangerous Flartery on the other, -carry'd to a De- 65 
i ll ö gree that prov'd very injurious to the Roman State H 
Wl _ Tiberius was now Fifty fix Years of Age, when he at 
| enter d uren Fae Government; and Was not well 2 
1 ſerrleq in his Thrane, when he receiy'd Intelligence pr 
1 N that the Legions in Pannonia Or Hungary, hearing of 55 
Mi me Peach of Avgu/ts, and gelixing Novelties and a || rh 
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more licentious Freedom, had mutiny'd and revolted 


from Julius Bleſus their Commander, a Captain 


call'd Percenius, being Principal of the Mutiny. A- 


gainſt theſe Tiberius ſent his Son Druſus with the ut- 


moſt Diligence, who, after their requiring many 
great and unreaſonable Advantages, quieted em 


with much Danger and Difficulty, firſt by takin 
advantage of a toral Eclipſe of the Moon, which ha 


much diſcourag'd em, and then by putting to death 
Percenius, with ſome other Perſons moſt engag'd in 


this Mutiny. As this Accident had much mov'd 


Tiberius, and caus'd him to be extreamly cautious in 


his Government at home, another Commorion had 
ſtill greater Effects upon him: For almoſt at the 
ſame time, and for the ſame Cauſes, the Legions of 


Germany, in the abſence of Germanicus their Gene- 


ral, rebell' d; which prov'd the more violent and 
dangerous, as being far more ſtrong and numerous 


than the other. Theſe boldly began to affirm, That 

the whole Roman Empire was in their Hands, and that 

its principal Grandeur was owing to their Arms and Con- 
_ queſts ; and when Germanicus arrived at the Camp, 
they unanimouſlyreſolv d to chuſe him Emperor, in 
oppoſition to Tiberius, Germanicus Was the Soldiers 


Darling, and was almoſt Idolized by em; ſo that 
he might with no great Difficulties have rais'd him- 
ſelf to the higheſt Dignity in the Roman State: But 
his unbounded Greatneſs of Mind and Generofity 
wou'd not permit him to accept of any ſuch Offer; 


tho? his Refuſal, and his indefatigable Endeavours 
to appeaſe the Soldiers, often endanger'd his Life, 
His great Loyalty here put him with his Wife and 


Children to the extreameſt Hazards imaginable ; till 


at laſt, by his induſtrious Skill and wiſe Conduct, by 
a home and unexpected cutting off many of the 
rincipal Revolters, and a quick and ſudden turn- 


% $ 


M7 


ing his Forces againſt the Germans, he wholly quieted 


cheſe Diſturbances. Tiberius extreamly rejoyc d at 
% "” 2 "N00 
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this News, but was much diflatisfied to ſind Germs” 
nicus ſucceed fo proſperouſly in this and other Acti- 


ons; tho at the ſame time he highly applauded all 
his Exploits before the Senate, who for this and o- 
ther great Succeiles. againſt the Germans, ſhortly after 
decreed him great Honours. : In the ſame Year died 


Fulia in _extream Want and Miſery, being firſt de- 
priv'd of her Annual Penſions by her Husband Tibe- 


Le, and then of all Hopes or Afliſtance z an End 
ſuitable to one who had ſo vilely debas'd her elf, 
and ſo publickly ſcandaliz d the nobleſt Family in 


The late dangerous Diſorders in Germany, toge- 


ther with the venerable Eſteem all had for Germanicus, 
was a ſevere Reſtraint to the Actions of Tiberius, who 
now with a wonderful Diſſimulation conceal'd thoſe 
Vices and Enormities, which afterwards diſplay'd 
1 7 8 ſo Openly; and in almoſt all things acted 


like a truly generous, diſcreet, and mild Prince. He 


utter! y rejected many of thoſe great Names and Titles 


of Honour, which were ſo readily offer d him by the 


Senate, and wou d not allow em to build any Tem- 


| 55 to him. He likewiſe forbad em to ereęct any 
Statues to him, without expreſs Command); and if 


at any time he did permit it, it was with this parti 
cular Caution, Thar they ſhou d not place em among the 


He ſeem'd much diſfpleas'd When he heard himſel 


prais d and extolFd, and wholly refus'd the Title of 

Father of his Ccuniiy, whichthe People had often, and 
with great Applauſcs attributed to him. Nor wou“ 
he permit any to ſwear tothe Obſervation of his Or- 


finances, tho” the Senate were there conſenting to it; 
afhrming, That al 5 tal Things were mutalle and uncer- 
** 


and the bigher be was rais d. bis State wou'd he the 
pnore.expos'd io. Danger and Ruin. He diſſempled like. 


Wigan extraordinary Patience and Meekneſs uponall = 
FONT ace in the Lets there palsd Tome, 
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Things contrary to his Will and Opinion, and in 


other Affairs he met with ſome Oppoſition, yet he 


ſeem'd not the leaſt diſpleas'd or offended. And un- 


and us'd many opprobrious Speeches againſt him and 
his Adminiſtration, he ſhew'd no Diſcontent or Alte- 


ration; but mildly ſaid, That ina free City, the T ongues 
of Men ought to be free alſo. And when the Senate wou d 
have exhibited Informations, and have proceeded a- 
gainſt ſome Who publiſn'd Libels againſt him, he 


wou'd not conſent to it, alledging, That he had great. 


er and more uſeful Employments, than to embarraſs himſelf 
with ſuch Trivial Matters; adding further, That be 
0u'd uſe no other Puniſhment againſt ſuch as defam'd bim, 
than troubling em with keeping an Account of his Actiont; 
if that were inſufficient, he cou'd ſatisfie himſelf with has 
ving as ſmall an Eſteem for them, as they had for him. 
By theſe and other Acts of Patience and Clemen- 
cy, he not only cover'd over his Cruelty, Pride, and 
Ambition, but by his extraordinary Addreſs, he for 


2 time mask'd his Incontinence, Looſeneſs, and A- 
varice, which laſt was his moſt apparent and pre- 
vailing Paſſion ; all which he did with ſuch exqui- 


lite Artifices, that he ſeem'd to be no ways infected 
with theſe Vices. And when ſome Covernars of 
Provinces demonſtrated to him by what Means he 


might eaſily increaſe his Revenues from thence, he 
with ſome Concern anſwer d, That a good Shepherd 
ought to ſhear, but never to flea his Flock; and imme- 
diately abated fome Tribures, and conferr'd Honouts 


upon ſome particular Perſons there. He conceaPd 


- 
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derſtandingthat ſome ſpoke veryderrattingly of him, 


his luxurious Temper by reſtraining the Pelicacies 


of Eating-Houſes and Taverns, and his libidinous 


Diſpoſitions by ſeverely Os and baniſhing ma- 


ny diſhoneſt Matrons and looſe Young Men: and 
in this Particurlar hew as ſo ſtrict, that by Proclama- 


tion he prohibited the Kiſſes which were daily given 


by way of Salutation. In the Adminiſtration and 
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Execution of Juſtice he made many good and lauda- 
ble Beginnings, taking exact care for the preventing 

of Thieves and Robbers, who were grown very nu- 
merous and inconvenient in Italy; and that Juſtice 
ſhould be truly and regularly executed in all Towns 
and Villages, and to eaſe the Citizens of Rome, he 
caus'd the Prætorian Cohorts, which were the Em- 
ror's Guards, to encamp and lodge themſelves with- 
out the City Walls in the Fields, where they were ob- 
lig ' d to continue, being us'd in the Palace by Parties 
and by Turns. For a conſiderable time his Carriage 
towards the Senate was very reſpectful, to which A.- 
ſembly he ſhew d a high Eſteem, givingthem ſo great a 
an Authority in all Publick Matters, that he acted |} v 
nothing of moment without their Counſel, defiring B 
t hat all ſhould be done by their Advice and Conſent. In- 
Having one day in a Publick Matter diſſented in his I} »s 
Opinion from 9. Haterius in the Senate, Pardon me, 1 I bl 
beſeech you, ſaid he, i as a Senator I ſpeak againſt you ¶ pe 
with more Freedom than ordinary: Then turning to 6. 
the whole Aſſembly, he ſaid, Moſt venerable Fathers, | w 
I now but repeat what I formerly ſaid, That a good and | w 
udent Prince, to whom you have given ſo great and al- pl 
ſolute @ Power, ought to be as ſerviceable as poſſible to the in 
Senate and Body of the City: Nor do I repent of any ha 
Thing I have ſaid in this nature, having always accounted | fu 
eu my good, juſt, and moſt gracious Lords, The Se- || mi 
nate on the other ſide, continually return'd him the I hi! 
moſt extravagant Praiſes and Commendations, as | 7h 
| likewiſe: did many of the Nobility ; ſo that no | pre 
Frince upon Earth was ever accompanied with more a1 
ſervile Flatterers than he; which he perfectly knew Þ loo 
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howto uſe and manage to the enilaving and weak- | ten 
ning the State. And at his firſt coming to his || had 
Throne, the Romans ſeem'd far more diſposd to Re! 
ſerve, than he to command; and gave up them- || fea 
ſelves to Slavery at a time, when he cou'd ſcarcely I bef 
2477-1 MM 


have hop'd for their Subjection. | 
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In the mean time Germanicus with admirable Skill A. D. 


and Succeſs proceeded in the Wars againſt the Ger- 


mans, Overthrowing em in ſeveral Battels, ſubduing 


the Augrivarii, the Cheruſci, and the Chatti, with o- 
ther fierce Nations beyond the Rhine, recovering the 


Roman State and Emperor. U 


and the Elbe being vanquiſh d, Tiberius Cæſar - Army 


dedicates theſe Monuments to Mars, Jupiter, and Augu- 


ſtus ; not ſo much as mentioning his own Name, to 
avoid all Envy, or becauſe the Memory of the Action 


was a ſufficient Teſtimony of him, as Tacitus obſerves. 
But as all his cautious and dutiful Proceedings cou d 
not extinguith the Jealouſies and Suſpicions of Tiberi- 
us, ſo his great Fortune and Succeſſes only ferv'd to 
blow up his Envy and Hatred; which began to ap- 


pear in his uſing ſo many plauſible Pretences to draw 


Germanicus from the German Legions, which he knew _ 
wou'd ſerve him to the utmoſt. But at preſent Tiberius 


was diverted in his Intgntions, and more buſily em- 

Bb ſtick Inſurrection made 
in Italy by one Clemens, a Sl 
had been {lain Cler, e the Death of Augu- 


ve to that Agrippa, who 


17. 


Enſigns loft by Varus, and erecting ſeveral magniſi- 
cent Trophies and Monuments in Honour of the 
one of which he 
modeſtly put this Title, The People bateen the Rhine 


fus. ThisPerlon being about the ſame Age, and very 


much of the ſame Shape with his Lord, took upon 
him his Name, and caus d it to be reported in all Parts, 
That Agrippa by the peculiar Goodneſs of the Gods, was ſtill 


53 we; Which rais d great Tumults in many 


arts of 1raly, and brought over great numbers of 


looſe and ſeditious People, Clemens himſelf boldly pre- 
tending a Right to the Empire. But as his Pretenſions 
had but a weak Foundation, and himſelf a ſmall 


Reſpect from Perſons of Note, ſo he was ſoon de. 


teared, by a Stratagem taken Priſoner, and brought 
before Tiberius, who having ask'd him how he was 


made Agrippa, the Fellow anſwer'd, As you were made 


Cafar, ” 
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4 2 Tho! Tiberius had him wholly in his Power, 
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yet great was his Fear, or his Policy, that he did not 
puniſh him publickly, but in a ſecret Place of his Pa- 
lace, commanded him to be executed, and his Body 
to beprivatelyconvey'd away. And tho many of the 
Emperor's own Houſe, Senators and Nobility, were 
ſaid to have ſupported him with their Purſes, and 
aſſiſted him with their Counſels; yet he made no 
. Enquiry after any ſuch perſons 
Tiberius had now quell'd all Domeſtick Diſtrbaive 
ces according to his Deſires, but ſtill the Actions and 
Exploits of Germanicus increas d his Fears and Jealou- 
88 and made him extreamly unſatisfy d. He had fre- 
quently fought for plauſible Pretences of drawing him 
from Germany; and the Affairs of this Year preſented. 
him with the faireſt Opportunity for that purpoſe, 
hat he cou d expect: For at this time the Parthians 
having Firſt lain two of their Kings, and refus'd their 
lawful-Succeflor, whom Tiberius had freed from be- 
ing his Hoſtage, they made War againſt the Roman 
Empire, breaking the Peace ratify d in Auguſtus sReign 
and enter d Armenia, whole King was a Triburary of 
the Romans. Tiberius, that he might proceed more by 
Policy than Authority, having procur'd Germanicus a 


Triumph decreed for his Exploits in Germany, writ to 
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him, Io return to the Triumph which bad been ſo juſtly 
decreed him; telling him betides, That be was truly ſen- 
fable that he had pajs'd through numerous Dangers and Ha- 
zards ; that he hag the moſt deſirable Succeſs in many ho- 
nourable Battels; that be bad been ſent nine Times into 
Germany iy Auguſtus of famous Memory, where he bad 
atchiev' d many noble Exploits both by his Counſel and Cou- 
rage; but -ſince he had reciv d the Submiſſion-of ſo many. 
People and Nations, and ſince the Romans had ſufficient Re- 
denge on em, be thought it moſt proper to leave thoſe Nation 
rolfiniſh thein on Wars, But Germanicusſhewing no In- 
clinat ion co a Triumph, and earneſtly vegging e wi | 
| Fe Year: er tg nin the * e had be 
| gun 
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gun; Tiberius more briskly attack d his Modeſty, by 
offering him the Conſulſhip once more; which he 
ſkou'd execute in Perſon. Germanicus now thought 


he cou'd not with Decency any longer withſtand 


theſe preſſing Importunities, and finding the Seaſon 


very far advanc'd, he made no longer ſtay in Ger- 


many; tho he was well ſatisfy'd that theſe were all 
but colourable Pretences, and the Effects of Envy, 
to draw him from the Glory he had already obtain'd. 
Before his Arrival at Rome, upon the account of his 
Victories, a Temple was built to Fortune, in the Gar- 
dens which Julius Cz/ar had given to Rome; and 


* 


likewiſe a Chappel dedicated to the Julian Family, 
with a fair Image erected to Auguſt um. 


» 


ns oe 


In the beginning of the following Lear, Germanis Germani- 


cus return d to Rome, and being met many Miles cus: fri- 


with infinite Throngs of People, he triumph'd, and 


after a very Magnificent manner; an Honour now 
more uncommon than formerly. The extraordinary 
Gracefulneſs of his Perſon and Carriage, and his 


Triumphal Chariot loaden with five of his Children 
moſt beautifully adorn'd, added much to the Pomp 


and Splendor; and the Joy was the more univerſal, 


both becauſe of his being ſo extreamly belov'd, and 
becauſe of his recovering the Enfigns and Standards 
loſt by Varus, Which had been a moſt mortifying 
Diſgraceto the Roman Nation. Tiberius, in the Name 


of Germanicus, gave to all the People 300 Seſterces 


cach Man, and the ſucceeding Year made him his 
Collegue in his Conſulſbip. Yertheſe Favours did not 


throughly . farisfy the People, who now perceiv'd* | 


ſome Signs of Tiberius's Envy towards Germanicus : 
And at this time his envious and treacherous Diſpo- 
ſition,, began rodiſcoverit ſelf in ſome few Inſtances; 


particularly asto Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, whom 
he maliciouſſy remember'd, for not ſhewing any 
Duty to him when he continu'd at Rhodes, many 
Tears before. For which reaſon, after he had allur d 


4 umph. 
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due Roman Bliſtory, | Bock 1, 
bim over to Rome, with many gracious Promiſes of 
Kindneſs, he caus d him to be unjuſtly accus d, and 

committed to Priſon ; where ſhortly after this un- 
fortunate King dy'd in great Miſery and Extremities, 

his 3 being upon this made Tributary to Rome, 

Alt the fame time Antiochus, King of Comagena, and 

Pbilopater, King of Cilicia, being both dead, ſome 

Differences aroſe in thoſe Nations, to the Prejudice 

of the Romant; and likewiſe Syria and Fudza, over. 

charg'd with Taxes, made earneſt Supplications for 

Eaſements. All theſe Accidents, together with the 

Parthian and Armenian Wars, much haſtned the De- 

ſigns of Tiberias; who plauſibly repreſented to the 


Senate, That the Diſturbances'in the Eaſt, coud by no 


means be ſo effettually ſuppreſs'd, as by the Preſence of 


} 8 |  *Germanicus in thoſe Parts. Whereupon all the Pro- 
Vvinces in Aa were readily decreed to Germanicus, 


and a larger Power and Command given him, than 
had been granted to any Governour before him. But 
Tiberius; to balance and reſtrain the Power of Germa- 
nicus, às much as potlible, had before depos d his 
great Friend C. Sylanus from being Governor of Sy- 
ria, and fent Cu. Piſo in his Place, a Perſon of a furi- 
ous and headſtrong Temper, and in every reſpect, 
fit to execute thoſe fatal Purpoſes for which he was 
chiefly deſign'd. His Wife Plancina, who was of a 
more haughty Temper than he himſelf; had likewiſe 
- ſecret Inſt ructions from Tiberius and Livia, to pro- 
cure and excite all the Envy and Hatred they cou'd 
_ againſt Germanicus; and even his Death, if occaſion 
ſhou'd require it, as it afterwards appear c. 

„ © Intheſame Year that Germanicus was made Conſul 
with Tiberius, he departed from Rome, for his Eaſtern 
Expedition, carrying with him his Wite Agrippina, 
and his Children; 7 driving at Lesbos, his Wife, 
in her laſt Delivery, had Julia. In the mean time 
Piſo, purſuant of his Deſigns, by Gifts, Flatteries, 
and all imaginable vile Methods, was induſtriouſſy 
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gaining the Hearts and Affections of the Army a- 
gainſt Germanicus, whom he took the liberty of a- 
buſing and vilifying beyond meaſure. But Germa- 


nicus more purſu d the glorious Ends of his Expe- 


63 


dition, than obſerv'd the private Deſigns of Piſo; ; 


and in a ſhort time by his wiſe and diligent Ma- 
nagement, he plac'd the King in Armenia, who 
was a Friend and Ally of the Romans: And the 
Kingdoms of Comagena and Cilicia, being void by 
the Deaths of their Kings, he reduc'd thole Coun- 
tries into Provinces, and plac'd Pretors and Gover- 


nors there; in the former 2. Servius, in the latter 


9. Veranius, moderating in them the Royal Subſidies 
and Tributes. After this he manag'd his Affairs 
with ſo much Skill and Dexterity, that he in a very 
ſhort time conſtrain d the King of Parthia, to ſue 


for Peace and Alliances; which he granted and con- 
cluded, much to the Honour of the Empire, and 
the Roman Name. However, Piſo and his Wife 


Plancina continu'd to defame him, and openly. to 


tax his Proceedings; all which Affronts Germanicus 
ſuffer'd with Freue Prudence and Patience, till car- 
towards em with that Courteſie and 


rying himſel 
Civility which was peculiar to him; well knowing 
the original Spring of their Deſigns and Actions. 
And now having happily finiſh'd the Parthian War, 


he took a Voyage into egy, principally to view _ 


the celebrated Rarities and Antiquities, of that fa- 


mous Country; which highly offended Tiberius, for 
preſuming to enter that Province, as he writ to him, 
when Aguſtus, among other great Secrets of State, bad 


ſtridtly forbidden all: Senators, Noblemen and Knights, to 


travel thither without ſpecial Permiſſicn. In the 
Abſence of Germanicus, Piſo had form'd ſuch Plots 
and Deſigns againſt him, that when he underſtood 


of his Return, he for his better Security, departed 
out of his Province. But as he had practis'd his 


Death, he went not far diſtant; but remain d for 
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Iſland. During which time, 


Sermani- Germanicus coming to Antioch, was there poyſon d 


ſeyn a, | 


any; they nom will 3veep; to find Him, ho before 
and eſcap d ſo mamy Battles and imminent Dangers, to end 


Bonds of Nuptial f 
| aſpiring M 


eus py- with a flow working Poyſon, by che Practices of 
Piſo and his Wife, but by the Pireckions and Counſels 
Df Tiberim, as moſt Authors are of Opinion. 9. 2H 
The unfortunate: Germanicis now finding his End 
ſpoke to em after this manner. Since Iam ſo ſudden- 


ly ſnatcht from you, iny faithful Friends, and my too much 
lov' Country, mj laſt Faueur-t0-you is, that you would 
Ani ſie to my Father and Brother, zuith an bat Crueity torn, 


Vith abet Fraud cireumvented, I have finiſlyd my miſera- 


ble Life, with a moſt inglorious Death, I Hopes conceiv d 
of me have mov d any; if Proximity of Blood hade excited 
any ; nay, if Envy towards me when living has provok'd 


bis Life by the perfidious Arts and Treachery of @ Woman, 


But you; 1 am ſure, will do ſomething more: Mu ill re- 


venge my Death. Therefore ſhew to the Rom an People my 


a M. If ZR the Grand-C hild of Auguſt us, and my Children: 5. and 
the Attors themſebves will have Remorſe 5 and thoſe ho 


erendimpions Commands, will either not he believ'd, or not 


puaardon d. His Friends with weeping Eyes, taking him 


by the Right Hand, all ſwore Zbat they would ſooner 
bofe their Lives, than their Revenge. Then turning to 
his Wife, he conjurd her by is Memory, and all the 
Ove, hat ſhe wonts lay aſide her 
ind, and ſubmit her Courage to the cruel Shocks 
"Fortune ; leſt at ber return to the City, hy emulation of 


more powerful "than ber ſelf. Thus much he ſpoke 


openly, other Things he ſaid in Secret; and ſhortly 


After expir d, to the exceeding Grief of his Pro- 
vince, and all the Foreign Princes in thoſe Parts; 
ſo great had his Courteſie been to the Allies, and 
his Mildneſs to his Enemies. Thus dy'd the noble 
and moſt valiant Captain Germanicus, in che 34th 
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_ rare Accompliſhments, and of a moſt ſweet Diſpo- 


ſit ion; and a Perſon perfectly skill'd in a juſt Com- 


175 and Obedience, yet moſt worthy of the 
igheſt Authority and Command. He was nearer 


ally*d to the Empire than Tiberius himſelf, his Mo- 


ther Antonia being Daughter to Anthony and Octavia, 


lia; and he left behind him three Sons, Nero, Druſus, 
and r p. and as many Daughters. His Death 
happen d in the ſixth Year of Tiberiuss Reign, and 


the 772d Year of the City; the Year before which 


and his Wife Agrippina, Daughter to Agrippa and 7u—- 


dy d Livy the renown'd Hiſtorian, and Ovid the fa- 


mous Poet, in his Baniſhment. 


II. Tiberius was now freed from the perſon ſo much 


belov'd by others, and ſo much dreaded by himſelf; 


yet ſtill he was oblig d to ſtand the Shock of an Af- 
ter-Blow, proceeding from the Peoples Heat and Re- 


ſentments. For never was a greater and more real 
Sorrow in Rome, than at the News of the Death of 


Genmanicus; and without any Edict of Magiſtrates, or 
Decree of Senate, Vacation was ſuddenly made, the 
Places of Judgmentsabandon'd, Shops and Houſes ſhut 
up, and great Sighs and Mournings heard in every 
Street. The People threw Stones at their Temples, 
pull'd down their Altars, caſt their Houſhold Gods 
out of Doors, while the new-born Infants were ex- 
pos'd, and in their Indignation forſaken by their Pa- 
rents. A violent Rage and Fury appear d among ma- 
ny, and grievous Complaints and Murmurings were 


A. D. 
20, 


made againſt Piſa, and againſt the Emperor himſelf, 


with his Mother Livia; all which Troubles were re- 


new. d, and increas'd at the arrival of Agrippina, ſhort- 


ly after with the Aſhes of her Husband. At her firſt 


Landing, ſhe was met by innumerable multitudes f 


People from Rome, and from moſt Cities and Towns + 


in Tah, all W their mighty Eſteem and 


1 


28 : 


1 Fs TY coy 
Wag, 5 


End of his adopted Son. On the Day that the Aſhes 


were repoſited inthe Tomb of Auguſtus, all were in a 
rofound Silence, in the former Parts, when of a ſud- 
en they broke out into loud Cries and Lamentati- 
ons, and the Campus Martius was fill'd with mighty 
- Throngs of People, and ſhin'd like the Day with bla- 

Zing. Torches ;: where the Soldiers and people with 
extream Pathon cry'd out, The Common-Wealth was. 
fallen tothe Ground! not conſidering the jealous Tem- 
per of the preſent Goyernours. Tiberius moſt craftily 
diſſembled all this, but nothing fo ſenſible touched 
him, as the fervent Affection the People ſhew'd, to 
Agrippina; calling her, The Honour of their Country, the 
tine Pattern of Antiquity, and the only Blood of the great. 
Auguſtus; and turning towards Heaven, and praying, 

That ber Iſſue mig bt continue long, and outlive the Wicked. 

The People's zealous Affection towards Agrippina, 

was not more remarkable than their violent Hatred 
to Piſo, whom they publickly accus'd of murdering 

Sermanicu., Piſo having now overcome. Ai 


and Modeſty, and prefuming upon the great Fayour 


of Tiberius, ſhortly. after came to Rome; where in be- 
half of Agrippina, and her Friends, he was accus'd 
before the pea of many other Crimes beſides the 
Death of Germazicys ; particularly, That he had cor- 
rupted the common Soldiers with Licentiouſneſs and 

Debauchery, and had done great Injury to the Con- 


* federates; that he was call'd, Father of the Legions by 
all the lewder Sort; that he had been barbarons and 
cryel to all good Men, and had bon Arms againſt 


Affection; eſpecially the old Soldiers, many of whom. 
had ferv'd under this great General, who gave the 
ern, and unfeign'd Sadneſs, Ar the City the was 

met by che Senate and the whole People of Rome, with 
a ſtrange and wonderful mixture of Lamentations and 
Acclamations; Tiberius himſelf outwardly appearing 
as highly concern'd as any other, for the untimely 
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the Stare. He defended himſelf but weakly againſt 
cheſe Accuſations; only the Poyſoning of Germanicas, 


cou'd not he ſo evidently made appear as ſome other 


things. However the Anger and Severity oftheJudg- 
es, che Cries and Threats of the People, and above 
all che Arrifices and Diſſimulations of Tiberius, drove 
him to ſuch Extremities, that before his Caſe could 
be finally determin'd he was found dead in his Bed, 
by his own Hands, as was conjectur' d. He had been 
often ſeen with a little Book in his Hand, which as 
his Friends reported, conrain'd theEmperor's Letter 
and Commiſſion to kill Germanicus; all which he de- 
fgn'd to have ſhewn openly in the Senate, and to 
have Charg'd Tiberins with tite Murder, had he not 
been cunningly deluded by his Favourite 'Sejana's 
vain Promiſes: And moreover, they affirm, . That be 
kill d not himſelf, but was privately murder d by a Per- 
ſon ſent {7 that purpoſe. ths Wife Plancina, wy is 
believ'd to have been more guilty than himſelf, by 

the, perſwaſion and Interceſſion of Livia, efcap'd 
publick Puniſhment ; and thus all Diſturbances rais d 
upon this. Account, were by SE TTY: n 

Tiberius having now got free from all his Troubles 
and Jealouſies, began to pull off the Mask; and to 
appear ſomewhat more bare-fac'd in his vicious 
A 0 400 looſe Life, tho nor yet fo open in his 
Tyrannical Deſigns. However, it was apparent to 

many, that he had much receded from the wiſe 
Maxims of his Predeceſſor Auguſtus, all whoſe pub. 

lick Actions manifeſtly tended to the general Haps 

pineſs of the Roman People and Empire: But the 

Maxims of this Emperor taught him to make a Sci- 
ence of the Cloſer, wherein was ſhut up a falle and 
myſterious Intereſt of the Prince, ſeparate from the 


IIntereſt of the Stare, and almoſt always contrary” 


to the Publick Good. Here Judgment, Capacity, 
and the wiſe Secrets of State, were converted into 
Slincfs, Artifce, and a dangerous Diſfimulation, 
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'* Where there could be no knowing of good and evil 


mandedinthe F tld ſince he came to the Empire, wn 


n- 
iſh- 
the 
the 
eri 
ders 
1ant 
rms 
ne it 
eing 
This 
om- 
and 


( had 


Legions againſt thoſe Revolters, and in one gene- 


ral Barrel put em to Flight, and deſtroy'd great 


Numbers of'em; by which he ſettld and ſuppreſs d 
all the Diſturbances in Gaul. | Draſzs, in the mean 
time, diligently employ'd himſelf in his new Go- 


vernment; and the Year following, his Father gave 


him the Tribunitial Power. In which Year Tacfari- 
nus, a great and powerful Man in Numidia, who had 


rebell'd and been defeated by L. Afroniem two 


Years' before, was now again overthrown” and re- 
duc'd by Bleſs; and for that Service Tiberius gave 


him the Honour of being ſaluted Imperaror by his 


Legions, according to the ancient Cuſtom. 


* * 


ſucceſsfully gain'd ſo ſtrict a Command over the Per- 
ſons of others, yet he had the Misfortune of being in- 


Tee, co he had carcfully endeavoyr'd, and 


agreat meaſure ruFd' by his Favourite Sejanus, 4 Ro- OA 
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man Knight; bold and aſpiring in his Attempts, cloſe 


and c@ity in his Deſigns, bur. modeſt in ourward 


SEN ns Pen: This Perſon had by wa 4 
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ingenious Sſeights, and cunning Inſinuations, 

241n'd upon the Affections of the Emperor, that tho 
he was ever reſervd and ſecret to others, he became 
free and open to him, making him Captain of the 
Prætorian Guards, and advancing him to the higheſt 


Dignities; beſides, he extol'd him in the Senate as an 


Aſfociate in his Labours, permitting his Statues to be 
ſet up in the Theatres, and other publick Places. 
Theſe extraordinary Favours ſo ſwell d him, that he 


thought of nothing leſs than the Empire it ſelf; as 


a ſtep to which he firſt rurn'd the Force of his Deſigns 
againſt Draſus with whom he was highly incens d, 
by reaſon of ſome late Affronts. In order to this At- 
tempt, he addreſs d himſelf to Druſuss Wife Livia. 

V'! | F : Siſter 
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had now almoſt forgotten all his former Valout and 
Bravery, and had given himſelf up to Vice and Sen- 
Jn fy his Old Age. But Cars Silius who Com- 
manded in thoſe parts, march'd ſpeedily with his 
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_ Siſter to Germanicus, and by many Pretences of A 
moſt violent palſion for her, he enjoy'd her; . after 


Wich he put her in great hopes of Marriage, and 


Partnerſhip in the Empire, if Ve would: he aſſiſtant in 


NMurdering ber Husband. All which was cafily effected 
by the means of Lygdus an Eunuch, and a ſow Work- 


ing Poyſon, which was choſen ro make his -De ath 
appear to be the effects of ſome caſual Diſtemper, 


_ Great Murmuringsaroſe in Rome upon this Account; 
tho the greateſt part of the People were not much 


cConcer ned, having now Hopes that Germanicus's Chil- 


dren ſhouldſucceed in the Empire, whom they high- 
hy reſpected and eſteem'd for their Father's fake, Ti- 


bherius ſhew'd much Concern ar firſt, but in a great 
meaſure laying aſide the Care for him, or the Pub- 
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= who had perform'd nothing to deſerve it. 


lick, he unexpectedly ſhorten'd the Vacation upon 


this Occaſion; and ſhewid fo little Reſpect to him, 
that when the Ambaſſadors fram Troy of Nium came 
ſomewhatlate with their Compliments of Condolen- 
cy, he told em in Derifion; Tbat he alſo could not but 
. lament their Misfortune, in having. loſt ſo brate aud e- 
_._ winent' a Citizen a5 Hector. Druſus's Death happen'd 


on the ninth Year of Tiberius's Reign;. in which and 


the following Year, the War with Tucfarinus in Africk 


was rene wid, and concluded by Puh. Dolabella, with 
the Death of Tucfarinus himſelf. Dolabella perition- 
ing for the Honour of Triumph, Tiberius deny'd it 
him, leſt the Glory of his Uncle Blzſus before him 
ſhowd be'obſcur'd thereby; but gave it to Sejanus, 


* 


Diberiuss Ten Year's Government being now ex- 


o 


1 pir d, he took upon him the Imperial Authority for 
Len fears longer, without receiving it from the Se- 
nate and People, as Auguſte had done for five Times 


I cce ſſwely; after which, by Tiberius s Means, it be- 


Fe phones a pompous Ceremony, and none of thoſe 
| e 


rv'd for which it was firſt deſign d. And 
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many myſterious Exiles; and Charges and Govern- 
ments were chiefly, given to Perſons deſign'd for 
Ru in, or for the Nuin of others. So that the Bene- 
fit of Merits and good Services were rarely conſi- 
der'd; for the Armies had rather Out-Laws than 


Generals, and the Provinces baniſh'd Men than Go- 
vernors. All which Inconveniencies and Corrupti- 


ons were very much promoted by the vile Practices 


of 'Sejanus, Who at prefent was likewiſe conſpiring 


1 the Ruin of Germanicuss Children, the undoubted 


Succeſſors to the Empire. But finding the inviolable 
Fidelity of their Keepers, - and the invincible Chaſti- 


ty of 55 ina; and that theſe and many other De- 
:ould not be cafily effected While the Emperor 
continu'd in the City; he us'd all Methods to per- 


ſwade Tiberius, to retire to ſome pleaſant Place remote 


from Rome. By this he foreſaw many Advantages to 
himſelf; as that there cou d be no Acceſs to the 


prince but by him; that all Letters being convey d 


by Soldhers at his Devotion, ſhow d paſs through his 


Hands; that Tiberius declining in Age, and grown 
ſlothful and effeminate through the Solitude of the 
Place, wou'd disburden himſelf of the Cares of the 


State; and by theſe Means, all vain Shadowsremov'd, 


he might grow Mighty in real Power and Authority. 
Therefore by little and little he cunningly inſinuated 


to Tiberius, The great and numerous Inconvenienciet of tbe 


City, the flaviſh Attendance and Trouble belonging to the 
Senate, and the diſturb'd and ſeditious Temper of the Infe- 
rior Sort; highly extolling a qui et and ſolitary Retirement. 
Life without Anguiſh of Mind, free from Envoy und Il. 
il , and more fit rothink on important and weighty Mat- 
ters, | Tiberius, Whether moſt prevail'd upon by his 
plauſible Perſwaſions, or his on natural Inclinations 
10 Eaſe and Debauchery, in the twelfth Lear of 
his Reign left Rome, . into Campana; but 
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more corrupted by the ſiniſter Deſigns of its Prince 
_ diſtant Honours and Employments were generally ſo 
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Tideri- only with Pretence of dedicating a Temple to en. ſaſ 
nee, fer at Capie, and another e at Nela Aﬀter If 
emen this, tho he remov'd to ſeveral, Places, he never re- der 
turn'd to the City in all his Reign; and from this | one 
©  rime we hear not much of his Actions, beſides a | we: 
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4. D. III. The fame Year that Tiherivs departed from fÞ Hou 
27. Rome, lie ſent Pontius Pilate into the Eaſt, to be Go- || can 
vernof of Tudze, who at his firſt | Arrival, ſet up Die 
the Image of Tiberius at Feruſalem; bur after many crec 
Petitions and „ Inſurrections, he removd I was 
em to Cares. The following Year was introduced an 


& 


by a fatal Accident at oth not far from Rame; | hen 


| 


occaſſop'd by the ſudden. Fall of a,new-built Am- tobe 
Phbitheater, which killd and wounded. about fifty ¶ or a 
Thouſand People of all Ranks and Conditions, to the 
 rheuncredibleSurprize and Conſternatiqn of the Ci- wer 
ty. In the mean Time Tiberizs having dedicated his || and 
Temples in Campania, he publiſh'd an Edict, forbid- emp 

ding all Perſons to _diſturh his Repaſe, and ſtoppd If Sons 

the Concourſe of Citizens by placing Soldiers in the of h 
Ways; and ſtil growing weary of Towns and Co- Seju 
Jonies, and all Places on the Continent, he wirhdrew ner 
himfelf into a yery pleaſant and remarkable Wand: || deck 
call'd Copreg, over againſt Naples, and three Miles Mea 
from the. Continent, where he wholly abandon'd' I Mort 
himſelf to all imaginable Scandal and Wickedneſs; andi 
upon which Account he was publickly called by the bout 
..._ ©. Name of Caprineus. He never was more Suſpicious in tl 
an Credulous than ar preſenr, Qualities Which Se- I derfu 
Es Jeu WE 's endeavour'd to excite, and now ſecret | tilty 
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tes and lh formers were employ d in all Parts of the I mula 
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City, which caus'd numerous Diſturbances and Cru. porta 
elies and theDearhs of many Worthy Perſons, Ik unde 
2 Ferſon of contiderable Merit teſtify d any Contern ces o 
for the Glory of the Empire, Tiberius ene ure 
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ſuſpected it was only a ſecret Deſign of gaining it. 
If any other had an innocent Remembrance of Li- 


berty, he was look d upon as a dangerous Perſon, and 


* 


one who aim' d at the re-eſtabliſhing the Common- 


Crime; to bewail Auguſtis, a'tecret Offence ; and ſo 


much the more dangerous, becauſe Tiberius had al- 
ways commended him in Publick, and caus d Divine 
Honours to bè decte 


eed him. And every Action be- 
came liable to forced Interpretations; Simplicity af 
Diſcourſe,” they ſaid, expreſs d evil Deſigns; a diſ- 
creet Silence conceal'd miſchievous Intentions; Joy 


was the Hopes of the prince's Death; Melancholy - 
an Envying his Proſperity; and Fear the juſt Appre- 


henſions of a guilty Conſcience: So that to ſpeak, 


to be ſilent, to be glad, to be griev d, to be fearful 


or afſur'd; were all Crimes, and very often incurr'd 


the extreameſt Puniſkments. Many of theſe things 


were like wiſe promoted by the pernicious practices 
and Contrivances of Sejaum, who more principally - _ 
employ'd his Deſignsagainſt Nero and Druſus, the two .. 
Sons of Germanic, "whom Tiberius after the Death 


of his Son'Druſus, had recommended to the Senate. 


Sejanus never deſiſted from proſecuting em all man- 


ner of Ways, till he had unjuſtly caus'd em to be 
declar'd Enemies to the State; after which he found 


Means to ſtaxve em to Death, barbaroully uſing their 


7 


Mother Agrippina, who had been free in upbraiding 
and pte d 


- 


in the 86th Year of her Age; a Woman of won 


derful Policy, ſaid to have had all the Skill and Sub- 
tilty of her Husband, and all the Artifice and Diſſi- 
mulation of ker Son; one who had been an inſup- 
portable Step: Mother to the State, and had labour d 
under the Scandal of many great and notorious Pie- 
ces of Treachery ; Far which ſhe was in ſome mea- 


ſuxe puni?d by her Son's great Contempt of her 


for 


EY 


| ing him for his impious Actions. A- The | ö | 
bout the fametimedy'd the Emperor's Mother Livia, ef Livia. 
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57% I )be Roman Hiſtory. Book J. 
#4 for a conſiderable time before her Death; his refu- 
ſing to bury her, and ſuffering her Body to putrifie ; 

his rejecting the Honours decreed her, and vaca- 

ting her Will; and by his proſecuting and puniſh- 
ing her Friends with the utmoſt Severity. 
n5th of Tiberias's Reign, and the third of his Re- 
tirement, Feſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Saviour, in . 
daa, enter d upon his Miniſterial Function, and be 
gan to preach the Goſpel in that Country to the 

Feu, And after three Years teaching molt perfect 

and ſaving Doctrines, and after a glorious Train of 

many Miracles and Acts of Mercy, "be thew'd a 

more unexpreſſible Inſtance of his Love to loſt Man- 
kind, infinitely; ſurpaſſing all Human Conceptions, 
and mortal Imaginations: And this was his volun- 


uhich was brought about by the falſe and malicious 
„. Sulpicions of Pilate their Governor, W ho COm- 


A. D. manded him to be Crucify d, leſt he ſhou'd be ac 


33. cus d to Tiberius of protecting a Seditious Perſon who 
Amid at the Crown of Fudæa. His Death was ac- 
company d with terrible Earthquakes and dreadful 
Prodigies, the Sun it ſelf being darken'd for three 
Hours, as is acknowledg d even by Heathen Writers: 
And what appear d no Jeſs wonderful to Men, was 
his raiſing himſelf from the Dead, within three 
Days after his Crucifixion, and his aſcending into 
Heaven from whence he came. Shortly after which, 
Pilate wrote to Tiberius an Account. of his Paſſion 

and Reſurrection, with the Miracles perform d by 
him, and others in his Name, and, That the Multi- 
tiude of bu Followers daily increaſing, he. was atcounted a 
 _ Gods... Whereupon Tiberius made report of the whole 
Muatter to the Senate, and further with this favou- 
krable Suffrage,. Thar, CHRIST might be accounted a 
Dad by the Romans, But the Schafe being . 


5 


D. The ſame Year, that Lvia dy d. which was the 


tary Death and Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, | 


Chap. II. TIBERIUS HII. 


that they had not firſt 'mov'd it, and alledging an 
ancient Law, which gave to them in particular the 
Superintendence in all Matters of Religion, refus d 
to Canonize him; and by an Edict commanded that 
all Chriſtians ſhould be baniſh'd the City. But Tibe- 
rius by another Edict threatned Death to the Ac» 
cuſers of Chriſtians ; and in all his Reign he would 


not permit, or at leaſt not promote any Perſecution 


. = 


tous before his Death. _ 


Tho Tiberius was thus favourable to the Chriftians, - 


yet he liv'd at preſent neither like a true Chriſtian, 


nor like a rational Man, {till more and more a- 


bounding in his Mercileſs Cruelties, and his abomi- 


nable Luſts. His-.Inclinations to the former were 


firſt diſcoyer d in his Infancy by his Maſter in Rhe- 
torick, who wou'd oftentimes by way of Reprehen- 


hon call him, 4, Maſs of Clay, temper d with Blood, He 
now condemn d many of the principal and nobleſt 


Men in Rome, and confiſcated their Eſtates, for ve- 


ry light Cauſes, and moſt of 'em forged, ' Beſides 
theſe. Innocent Perſons, fell his great Miniſterof Stare 
Sejanus, Whole Death was moſt juſt, and whoſe ſe- 


cret Practices againſt Tiberjus's Life, and whoſe deep 


Deſigns upon the Empire, began more manifeſtly to 
appear than ever, Sejanus Was very near diſpatching 


him, when the Emperor, as by a Miracle, return d 


from his fatal ren preler v'd his unhappy Days, 


e fthus great Confident, who would have 


ruin'd hi 
lervile 


Sejanus Was ſecur d, a thouſand Indignities were of- 
fer'd to him; after which he was Strangled by th 


of the Chrift;ans, tho they, Were conſiderably nume- 


ny Tiberius proceeded with all imaginable 
Care and Caution in this Matter, prepared Ships for 
NR Ae order'd Soldiers for his Security, and ſent 
Letters to the Senate, beſeeching the Fathers, 
To protect a poor ald Man abandon'd of all People. When 


Sejanus's 
Hand of che Common-Hangman, his Body was 
ignominiouly dragg'd about the Streets, _—_ 
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whole Family Executed with him; a - Puniſhment. 


ſcarce proportionable to the Number and Heinouſ- 
neſs of his Crimes. Shortly after him follow d Pas 
Wife Plancina, Who met W ith an unjuſt Accuſation 


and Condemnation, tho a moſt juſt Puniſment for 


her former practices againſt Germanicus, and fell al- 
moſt as unpity' d as the other. Great numbers of o- 
thers dy d with ſmall Appearance of Juſtice, which 
very often proceeded from the infatiable Avarice as 
Well as exorbitant Cruelty: of this Prince, for he 
now augmented his Subſidiesand Tribunes in ſuch a 
Meaſure, that the -Proyinces became deſolate and 
miſerable, and Conſiſcated the Eſtates of ſeveral 
Princes of Gall, Spain, Syria, Greere, and other Parts 
upon the moſt ſlight and inconſiderable Informations. 
His unbounded Gruelties reducd the Nobility of 
Rome to a dangerous State, and made himſelf become 


odious to thole who! before had ſwel'd him with 
_ their extravagant Flatteries; for now he acted open; 


ly, and treated his Subjects as Enemies, becauſe he 
had firſt. afforded em an occaſion of being ſo. No 
perſon, tho never ſo vertuous and cautiqus, could 
be ſafe; for it was not enough for em to be free 
from the Corruptions of Accuſers, the falſe Reports 
of Spies, and the Suppoſitions of infamous Infor- 
mers; but they alſo ſtood in fear of the very Imagi- 


themſelves ſecure. by the Innocence, not only of 
their Actions, but their Thoughts alſo; they were 
often ruin d by the Malice of his Conjectures. 
Thus miſerable were the Romans, under the Arbi- 
trary Government of an outragious Tyrant; and 
the more, becauſe he made no Diſtinction of Per- 
ſons in his Cruelties: For of the twenty Noblemen 
he choſe for his Council, he put ſixteen to Death; 
and with the ſame Severities proſecuted his Allies 
and on Kindred; impiouſly averring, That Pria- 
mus 2995 4 happy Man in our- living bis whole Race aud 
ꝝ 7 e de 6 Poſterity. 
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poſterity. His uſual Saying to ſuch as alledged the 


Hatred of his Subjects to him, Was, Let em hate, as 
Jong as they ſubmit; and there was not a Day with- 
out ſome barbarous Execution, for which he ſtrictly 
forbad the Relations of the Condemn'd to Mourn, 
or to make any fort of Lamentations. And what. 
ſtill made his Execations more terrible and deteſta- 


ble, was his ordering the Condemn'd Perfons to ſuf- 
fer many ſhameful  Indignities and Exquiſite Tor- 
ments before they dy'd, Which ſeveral prevented by 


Poyſons and Daggers: He generally executed his Fu- 


ry with ſuch extreme Severity, that he eſteem'd it a 
Favour, and an Act of Mercy, to put Perſqns to an 
ordinary Death; ſo that when a particular perſon 
call'd Carnulius, had kill'd himſelf to prevent further 


Torments, he cry d out, Ab, bo ba Carnulius eſeap'd 


ne? And to another, Priſoner, who earneſtiy begg d, 


That he wow'd not defer his Death, he faid; He was 


not: yet ſo much his Friend as to haſten it. Sometimes 
he was more merry, jocoſe in his Cruelties; parti- 
cularly when 2 certain Buffoon had ſtoppd a 
Hearls and deſir d the Dead Body to tell Auguſtus, 
That his Legacies given to the People ere et unpaid 3 
Tiberius ſent for him, and having paid him his Share, 
caus d him to be immediately executed, bidding him 
go tell Auguſtus, I bat he was paid. Notwithſtanding 


his being ſo continually hardened in his Vices, he 


had ſo much Senſe of Remorſe at particular Inſtances, 
that his Actions ſometimes proved his own Scourge 
and Puniſhment; particularly when he wrote to the 
Senate to ſpare à Favourite of his, he after ſome 
ſervile Entreaties told em, That the Gods and Goddeſſes 


bad. ſo: aſſlicted and confounded: him, that be knew not 


bow or what to write.. Whereupon, Tacitus obſerves, 
That if we could look into the Breaſts of Tyrants, 
we might ſee the Marks of a thouſand Stripes and 


Stabs; ſince the Mind is more wounded by Cruel- 


N * 
A SY. 
* 


ty, Luſt, and Ambition, chan the Body by Racks 
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the Iſle of Gaprea, he Invented Rooms on pure 
ſe 


ought not to be mention d or imagind. 


For all this ſpace Tiberius was ſhamefully negli- 


the Dacians and Sarmatians, Gaul to be waſted by the 


Germans, and himſelf to be inſulted over by. Artaba- 


> * * - #4 
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num, King of Parthia,'who not only poſleſs'd himſelf 
of Armenia, but alſo highly affronted him by Letters, 


accuſing him of Parricide, Murders, Laxineſs, an Luxu- 
7, and bad him ith all poſſible ſpeed. ſatisfie the moſt 


 fuſt hatred of his. Subjects by a voluntary Death. Thele 
were Aﬀronts which were never offered to a Roman 


unreveng'd.; but they could not move theovergrown 


Stupidity of this Emperor, who left his Provinces 
wholly-to the Care of his ſtanding Legions ; and 


proceeding in his vile Enormities, often wiſh'd, That 
Heaven and Earth might be deſtroy'd at his Death. In the 
twenty ſecondYear of his Reign, his Strength began 
to forſake him; Which occalion'd him to remove to 


ſeveral Places, ſetling at laſt in a Promontory of Mi- 


ſenum. Here, after many nice Conſiderations and 
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Confulrations with his Favourite Macro, he nam'd 
Caing Caligula, the only ſurviving Son of Germanicus, 
for his Succeſſor, together with a young Grandſon 
of his calPd Tiberiis. It is probably conjectur' d, that 
he named the former, expecting to have his Vices ef 
face the memory of his own Wickedneſs, and with - 
Belief that he would extinguiſh the Roman Nobility, 


For he had often ſaid, That in Caligula he had brought 
up a Serpent for the People of Rome, and a Phaeton 7 
the reſt of the World. Though his Spirits ſenſibly de- 


clin'd, his Diſſimulation was as ſtrong as ever, and 


he deſpis d all Phyſick. But his Weakneſs was diſco- 


verd by Charides, a Famous Phyſican, who pretend- - 


ing to Kiſs his Hand, felt the Defect in his Pulſe. This 


was immediatly perceivd by this ſubtle and wary 
y after ſcem d to fall into ſuch 


Prince, who ſhort ſeen 
Faintings, as all then judg d Him dead, þ and began 
to make their Court to the new Emperor; but reco- 


vering again to the great Surprize, and almoſt Con- 

fuſion of Caligula and Macro, they ſoon found Mean 

10 diſpatch him, which was by ſmothering him with 

z Pillow, or by Poyſon, as ſome Authors report, 

being now 78 Years of Age. Authors differ about 752 pearh 
the Manner of his Death, and ſome ſeem to excuſe of Tiberi« 


Caligula of the Fact, though he publickly confeſs d, us. 


that he doſigned his Death, zo revenge the Murther of 
An AA nin 0m COPPER EQ 10H 


This was the deferv'd End of Tb Now the» 


ird Emperor of Rome; and thought he had highly 
oblig d the City by a liberal Contribution towards 
the Damages of a Fire in the preceding Year, yet the 


Nes of his Death was receiv'd at Rome with all the 


imaginable Demonſtrations of Joy, ſome running 


about in great numbers, and crying ThrowTiberius 
into the Tiber! others beſeeching their Mother Earth, 


and the Infernal Gods, to vouchſafe him no Place but a- 


nong impious and deteſtible Wretehes; and others threat- 


ning to drag his vile Carcaſs into the Gemoniæ, the 
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nities, together with his Unnatural Death, was bu 


a a juſt Vengeance from Heaven to a Perſon whom | 
it had endued with the greateſt Wit and Inge nuit), 
and who had wickedly employed it to rh 
his Luſts and Ambition, the enſlaving of his Coun- 
L try, the deſtroying of his Subjects, and the corrupt- 


atisfying 


ing and weakning the moſt glorious Empire in the 
World by his Pernicious Maxims. To give his 55 
racter in ſhort: As Auguſtus may Jjuſily be ſaid to 


have been the wiſeſt and greateſt Monarch, and the 
moſt skilful Politician in the World, ſo Tiberius may 


truly be ſaid to have been the moſt ſubtile and ſwel- 
ling Tyrant, and the moſt exquiſite State-Jugler 


that Rome ever ſaw. He. corrupted all that was 


good, and introduc'd all that was bad in the Em- 
pire: And what prov'd a far greater Misfortune to 
the State, was its having his falſe Politicks embrac'd 
by the greateſt Part of his Succeſſors, ſeveral of 


which Were greater Monſters, and far more igno- 


rant than himſelf, who plac d the Honour and Glo- 


ry of their Reigns not in governing the Empire beſt, 


but enſlaving it moſt; Methods that generally prove 


2s fatal to Princes, as deſtructive to Subjects. Tibe- 
ius reign d twenty two Years, ſeven Months, and 


ſeven Days, according to Dion; and dy'd in the 
790th Year of the City, 63 Years after the perfect 
Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 38 Years af. 


ter our Saviour's Nativity, and five after his Cruci- 
5 „„ e e 


| Bounds of Rome and Traly, hut dilated it ſelfthro 
the Empire; So that in the Space of three Months, 


G — — ah Death of Times Ki 11875 A thy n of 
NERO, be Sixth Emperor; which" ended the 
Julian Family,” and ek broke the 900 jon * 


. the Em mpire.. 
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me 5 the Senate 1 lid of Rome in 
for its freeing them from a mercileſs Tyrant, and for 


its making Way for ſo hopeful a Succeſſor as Cajus 
d and reſpected, up- 
on che Account of the extraordinary Merits of His 


Caligula; who was highly belo 


Father Germanicus, and the great Injuries doneto him 
and his Family: Therefore as he'remov'd from Mi- 
ſenum; where Thberi 


tulations, notwithſtanding he came mourn- 


ing with the dead Body of T7berius, which the Soldi- 
hr to be burnt at Rome, according to the Cu- 
tom of thar Time. At his Entrance into Rome 
with great Solemnity, he was receiv'd\ with new 

ithets of Honour, and the utmoſt 
ection; and the Senate being aſ- q 


ers: — 


Names and Epi 
Marks of real A 
ſembled, wath the people thronging into the Houſe, 


##dy'd, infinite Numbers of the 
principal Men of Rome, went out to entertain him 
— the Way, with extraordinary Rejoycings and 


A. D. 
38. 


he was by univerſal Conſent declar d Emperor, with caligula 
full Power, contrary to the expreſs Will of Tiberius, made Em 
who left him but Coheir with his Grandſon Tiberius, Peror. 


then under Age, and in his Prætexta. The Joy for 


this new Emperor, was not confin'd to the n 


by Computation above 160000 Cattle were ſacrific d 


a, that . 6 after bis Election, | 
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diſtant from the City, the People made Vows for his 


- + S100 The Roman Hiſtory. -- Book I. 


upon his Paſſage into the Iſſè of Campania, not far 


Return, not omitting the leaſt Opportunity of ex- 
preſſing their exceeding Care for his Safety; and 


when afterwards he fell Sick, the People throng d 


whole Nights about his Palace, ſome offering them- 


ſelves to Combat for his Safety, and others devoting 


themſelves to Death at his Recovery, and ſet up Bills 


of their Reſolutions in the Streets. To this infinite 


Affection of the Citizens, was added the no leſs Fa- 


Your and Reſpect of Strangers; for Artabanus King 
of Parthia, . who bad expreſs'd nothing but Hatred 
and Contempt to Tiberius, ſought his Alliance him 


ſelf: and coming to a perſonal Conference with one 


of his Legateswho had been Conſul, hepaſs'd the Eu- 


822555 ador'd the Eagles and other Enſigns one 


pire, and kiſs'd the Images of this new Emperor. 
So that Caligula wanted no Advantage nor Opportu- 


nity of making himſelf the greateſt Prince in the 


World, ſince he had fo much the Love of his own © 
Subjects, and the Reſpect of all Foreigners. 


Caius was not much above 25 Years of Age when 


hearriv'd at the Empire; and was ſurnam'd Caligula, 


from his wearing the Military Buskin in his Youth, 


call'd Caliga. He was of a fierce and cruel Tem- 
per, and no Jeſs remarkable for his extreani Subrilty 


and Diſſimulation: The former Diſpoſition he is ſup- 


pos'd to have ſuck d in with the Milk of his Nurſe, 


Vo uſually anointed her Breaſts with Blood; and to 
have learnt the latter from the Familiarity and Con- 
verſation of his Maſter Tiberius. His Enormities 
- were all conceaPd in the Beginning of his Reign; 


but ſoon after, as ſeveral of his Actions gave ſome 
Indications of an irregular Head, and a diſtracted 


Brain, ſo we are told that his Wife Cæſonia gave him 
a Drink which a little diſtorted his Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding; tho' ſhe did it with a deſign of making 


bim love her, and to prevent his Divorcing Her, as 
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he had ſome others before her. After which, Au- 
thors report, that he never ſlept but three Hours in 


twenty four, ſometimes riſing in a great Fright, as 


tho he had ſeen Apparitions and Viſions; notwith- 


ſtanding he always retain'd an extraordinary ready 
Wit and Apprehenſion, and an admirable faculty 


and fluency in Speaking. In the beginning he was 


* 


very buſie and careful of the Publick ; and having 
Pel form'd the Funeral Solemnities of Tiberius, he : 
haſtened tothe Iſland Pandataria and Ponta, to remove 


the Aſhes of his Mother and Brothers, expoſing him- 
{elf ro the danger of rempeſtuous Weather, that his 


Piety might be the more remarkable. Having ga- 


ther d them, together, and put them with much Re- 


— 


verence into their Urns, with no leſs Pomp and 


Formality, he carry'd them to Oſtia, ſetting up his 


Standard in the Stern of his Galley ; and from thence: 


along the Tiber to Rome, Where they were convey d 


by the moſt illuſtrious of the Equeſtrian Order, into 
a famous Mauſolæum. Beſides which, he ordain d 

publick Services and Devotions to be annually ob- 
lerv'd in their Commemoration; inftitured folemn 


Games for his Mother in the Circus, and in Honour 


of his renowned Father call'd the Month September 


by the Name of Germanic. Theſe Ceremonics be- 


ing over, by an Ack of the Senate, he conferr'd up- 


on his Grandmother Antonia, all the fame Honour 
that Livia Auguſta had formerly; and that there 


might be no room left for Apprehenſions in the In- 


formers, againſt his Mother and Brothers, he caus'd 


all the Regiſters and Records relating to thoſe Mat- 


ters, to. be brought publickly into the. Forum, and 


there to be burnt in his Preſence.; - firſt calling the 


Gods to witneſs, That he never read them. And the 
Kindneſs: which he had hitherto ſhewn them, was 
the reaſon he refas'd a Note that was offer'd him, 


== +a 


| tending to the Diſcovery of a Conſpiracy againſt 
him, alledging, That he was not conſcious of any Action 
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84 _/| The Roman Hiſtny. 
tbat might deſcrve the Hatred of any Man; therefore he 


The Beginning of this Emperor's Reign was all 


Clemency and Regularity; and pretending to go- 
vern with Juſtice and Moderation, he caus' d the fa- 
mous Models and Inſtitutions of Auguſtus to be pub- 

liſh'd and reviv'd, which had been neglected and 
diſus'd by 7iberizs giving likewiſe a free Juriſdicti- 


on to the Magiſtrates, without reſerving any Appeal 


to himſelf. He likewiſe began to regulate and re- 

form many Abuſes in the State, and ſeverely pu- 

niſhd corrupt Governors; among which he baniſh d 
Pontius Pilate to Vienne in Gaul, Where he afterwards 
the Death Kkill'd himſelf, with his own Hands, and fo became 


IF. tate the Revenger of his Wickedneſs upon himſelf, as the 


Betrayer of our Saviour had done before. He took 
a a ſtrict View of all the ap taking away their 
| Rings and Horſes in a molt publick manner, when 


he found them guilty of any infamous Crime; and 


baniſh'd without remiiſion the Spintriæ or Inventers 
of abominable Recreations from Reme. He remitted 
ſeveral Impoſitions invented by Tiberius, and was fo 
popular, that Sgetenius tells us that he endeavour d 
to reſtore the ancient Manner of Elections of Magi- 
ſtrares, by the Suitrages of the People. Though the 
Will and Teſtament of 7iberizs, was declar'd null by 
the Senate, and that of Livia Auguſta ſuppreſt by 
Tiberius, yet he caus'd all their Legacies to be punctu- 
ally paid, without either Clamour on one ſide, or 
Fraud on the other; and to make Young Tiberius 
{ome amends for his milling the Crown, he made 
him Prizceps fuventutis. He made good the Loſſes 
which ſeveral had ſuſtain'd by Fire; and hen he 
reſtor'd fome Princes to their Kingdoms who had 
been unjuſtly diſpoſſeſo d by Tiberius, he gave them 
likewiſe all the Arrears of cheir Revenues, particu- 
larly to Anticchus, King of Comagena, to whom. he 
keturn d almoſt a Million of onr Money. And hat 
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Seſterces, for enduring the moſt exquiſite Torments, 
without diſgovering the Secrets of her Patron. For 
theſe ' worthy Actions, among other Honours done 
to him, a Shield of Gold bearinghis Image, was de- 
creed to be carry'd annually upon an appointed Day 


by the College of Prieſts into the Capitol, being 
. follow'd by all the Senate in order. with the Chil- 
dren of the Nobility ſinging in Praiſe of the Empe- 


ror's Vertues ; - and beſides it was ordain'd, That the 
Day in which he was eſtabliſh'd to the Empire, 
ſhould be call'd Pubitia, implying a new Foundati- 
Thus happily did Caligula reign for above eight 
Months, in which Space he had all the Appearance 
of a good Prince, and a Patron of Vertue; but all 
his Moderation and. Clemency vaniſnh'd in a ſhort 
Time, and giving a full Looſe to his furious Paſhons, 


* 
I *. 


he ſoon degenerated into a Tyrant and a Monſter of 


2as a better Servant, and a worſe Maſter than He. And 


Men; ſo that it was truly ſaid of him, There never 


for the reſt of his Reign, the Reader is to expect 
nothing but an uninterrupted Train of execrable 


Vices, monſtrous Extravagancies, and ſuch ridiculous 
Inconſiſtences, and cannot be well related, with that 
Gravity and Decency neceſſary to an Hiſtorian, nor 
with that Order and Method which I wou'd willing- 


ly obſerve, His Pride and Vanity began firſt to dit». 


play themſelves, and he was rhe firſt Emperor that 
causd himſelf to be calld Lord, looking upon all 
Mankind as his Servants and Vaſſels. When certain 


Kings, who came to pay him Homage, had ſome 
Conteſt about Place and Superiority in reſpe& of 


their Crowns, he interrupted their Diſpute, by re- 
peating a Verſe in Homer, in the Perſon of Ulyſſes, 


which ſays, Let there be but one Lord and King below : . 
And had then taken upon him the Crown and Dia- 
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he might appear an Incourager of great and good 
Examples, he gave to a Libertine Woman 80000 
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dem of a King, which: was moſt odious to the Ro- 
mans, but was told, That he 2vas already above all the 
Kings and Monarchs in the World. From that Time he 
took upon him the Title of Father of Armies, Opti- 

mh and Maximus, with other Epithers of Honour, 

vhich the Romans gave only to their great God Fu- 
piter; and ſecing Shepherds and Herdſmen were in a 
Ds far above their Beaſts. and Cartel, ſo he 


Judg'd that the Lord of Mankind was not to be 


Tank'd-in the Degree of Men, but of the Gods; 
whereupon he impiouſly aſſum'd Divine Honours: 
He caus'd the Heads of the Statue of Fupiter and of 
ſome other Gods to be taken off, and gh bo relem- 
bling his own to be put in their places; and in the 
i Temple of Caſtor and Pollux, he often plac'd himſelf 
between the Images of thoſe Brothers, to be ador d 
of all that camq thither, ſome being ſo prophane as 
to ſalute him by the Name of Jupiter 2 But 
being poileſt with the Spirit of Inconſtancy, he 
chang'd his God-ſhip as often as be chang'd his 
Clothes, being one time a Male Deity, and at ano- 
ther a Female: Sometimes he was Fupiter, other 
times Tun, ſometimes a Mars, Other times Venus; 
ſometimes Neptune and Apollo, and other times Diana. 


At length bis prodigious Pride and Impiety carryd 


him {© far, as to build and dedicate a Temple to bis 
own Divinity, in which Temple he had his own 


Image in Gold, done to the Life, and every Day 


cloath'd in the ſame Robes that he himſelf wore 
He likewiſe inſtituted a Ser of Prieſts to officiate in 
his Temple, who daily ſacrific d Peacocks Pheaſants, 


Numigian Hens, and the moſt rare and delicate Fowls 
that cou'g he procur'd ; and generally the richeſt 


Men of the City, either by Money or Favour, pur- 


Fghas ed che Aspi of this Prieſthood, aggording as 


Vacancies fell, And as tho his other Follies were 
or tufhciently extravagant, he became Prieſt 19 
malt, ang admitted his Wife ang hs Borke be 
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Fellow Prieſts with him; and becauſe 155 would be 
a real Fupiter, he had Inventions to imitate Thun- 
der and Lightning, frequently defying Jupiter, in 
Hamers Speech, Do you take me from Vence, or I'll take 
30s. As he accounted himſelf a God, he ſometimes 
went out in a full Moon, and courted and made 


Love to her, as if ſhe had been a fair Lady, invi- 
ting her to his Bed, To, taſte of the Pleaſure of bis Em- 
braces, He often went to the Temple of Jupiter, 
and joining himſelf to the Image, whiſper'd to it; 


then laid his Ear to that for the receiving an Anſwer, 


ſometimes ſeeming very angry, and threatning, To 


ſend it packing to Greece; and afterwards to be paci- 
fd, being contented that they twoſhou'd dwell friendly 
together: And in this manner he proceeded to a 


thouſand monſtrous Abſurdities, as well as abomina- 


ble Impieties. 


On the other fide, this Prince who preſumed to 


diſplace the immortal Gods, and to make himſelf 


one, cou'd not avoid envying and grieving at the 
Honours and Felicities of Mortal Men. He batrer'd 


and defac'd the Images of Statues of many illuſtri- 


ous Perſons; and fo much hated the Memory of his 


Grandfather Agrippa, that rather than be thought 
ot his Extraction, . 

| conceiv'd by the Inceſt between Auguſtus and his Daugbter 
Julia: And being not ſatisfi d with this unjuſt Aſper- 
ſion upon Auguſtus, he forbad the Celebration of the 


Feſtivals, inſtituted in Commemoration of his Vi- 


ctories in Sicily, and at Actium, condemning them as 
perniciousto the Common-Wealth. He us d all en- 
deavours to bring the Poem of Virgil, and the Hiſto- 
ry of Livy into Diſgrace; the former he ſaid had no 
Wit, the latter was Verboſe and Negligent, ordering his 
Statutes to be remov'd from the Libraries in Rome; 
and he faid. Seneca as all Sand without Lime, cen- 
ſuring in like manner the ſublimeſt Witsin Rome. 


Beſides which, he took from many Patricians and 
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Noblemen of the City, the ancient Arms and Orna- uf 
ments of their Families; as from Torquatusthe Chain, te 
from Cincinatus the Lock of Hair, and from Cx. ec 
Pompeius of very ancient Extraction, the Title of ſc 

Great Ptolemy ; the latter of which being call'd from | Br 

his Government, and receiv'd with great Honour, of 

was inhumanly ſlain, only becauſe the Luſtre of his v 

Purple Gown, had drawn the Eyes of the Spectators Ci 

in the Theatre upon him, when the Emperor was ſÞ w 
preſent himſelf. His Envy yer deſcended to meaner la. 
tere ſo that there was no Man of ſo: low and I thi 
abject a Condition, whom he envy'd not, if any na- ke 
tural Bleſſing or Qualification diſtinguiſh d him from g. 
others, even to the cauling ſeveral in the City to be the 
ſhav'd, for having Hair more beautiful than ordinary. pe 
Forthe like Reaſon he barbarouſly treated Eſeus Pr be 
culus, a worthy Gentleman, who was ſo extraordi- | pir 
nary Heauriful, and ſo remarkable in the City for his 
great Comlineſs and Tallneſs of Stature, that he 
was uſually call'd- Colaſſeros, or the lovely Colaſſus. 
Tbis Perſon being oblerv'd by Caligula, as he fat 
viewing of the bloody Spectacles in the Amphithe- 
atre, out of pure Envy he caus'd him to be drag'd 
down from the Scats above to the Combatants, and 
there to fight for his Life. When after a brave Try- 
al with two ſeveral Men, he came off Victorious, this 
Tyrant immediately caus'd him to be bound, and I be! 
cloarh'd in Tatters and Rags, to be led about the || of t 
City, ſhewn to the Women, and then ſlain. Being | Thi 

| at a eee er where a particular Gladiator J befe 
had ſucceeded with more than ordinary Applauſe, | Pur 

he was ſo highly diſpleas d, that he flung himſelf out of t 

of the Amphitheatre in a Fury, and ſtumbling upon Ihe g 
the Seats, he cry d out with great Indignation, That ter? 
the People of Rome, Lordi of all Nations, gave more || Beit 

Honour fo à pitiful Fencer, than to conſecrated Princes, | Piſs, 
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Caligula was no leſs notorious for his Luſts and Bru- 


tality, than for his Pride and Envy; and in thoſe he 
equall'd, if not exceeded his Predeceſſor Tiberius, 
ſcarce making any Diſtinction of Perſons or Places. 
Beſides his unnatural Luſts, there was ſcarce any Lady 


of extraordinary Quality that eſcap'd his Leudneſs, 
which was uſually attended witli the moſt impudent 
Circumſtances imaginable. He committed Inceſt 
with all his three Siſters, and at publick Feaſts they 
laid with their Heads in his Bofomh by Turns: Of 
theſe he rook Druſilla from her Husband Longinm and 


kept her as his Wife; and proſtituted Livia and A. 


grippina to his own vile Companions, then baniſh'd 
them as Adultereſſes and Conſpirators againſt his 
Perſon. He lov'd the former fo affectionately, that 


being Sick, he appointed her Heireſs both of his Em- 


pire and Eſtate, and after her Death, he made her 
a Goddeſs, whom all his Life long he had made his 


Harlot. Such a Deity the Romans never knew: before, 


but only her Brother; and ſhe troubled them as much 
in her Heaven; as he did on the Earth: For it was 


Py 


impoſſible for any Man ſo to comport himſelf, as not 


to be embarraſs d by means of this new Goddels. 
To moyrn forher Death was a high Crime, becauſe 
ſhy was a Deity Immortal; to rejoice for her 
Deity was Capital, becauſe ſhe was Dead; and to 


be Silent was an unpardonable Inſenſibility, either 
of the Emperor's Los, or his Siſter's Advancement. 


Thus he made his Siſter ſubſervient to his Profit, as 


before he did to his Pleaſure, raiſing vaſt Sums by the 
Purchaſe of the Lives of ſome, and the Confiſcation - 


of the Goods of others. As to his Marriages, whether 
he gontracted, continu'd, or diſſolv them withgrea- 
ter Shame and Diſhoneſty, it is not eaſie to determine. 
Being preſent at the Nuptials of Livia Oreſtilla with 
Piſs, as ſoon as the Solemnity was over, he com- 
manded her to be brought to him as his own Wife; 
yet in a few Days he diſmils'd her, and after 12 
r | ; 8 N . ; wh 
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baniſh'd her, upon ſuſpicion ſhe had been with her } (- 
Husband after the had parted from him. He was 85 


alſo enamour'd of Lollia Paulina, upon a bare Rela- Fh 
tion of her Grandmather's great Beauty; and there- 
upon ſent for her from another Country, where her 5 
Husband C. Memmins was General of an Army, and ba 
forc'd her to become his Wife; but he not only di- ys 
vorc'd her ſhortly after, but likewiſe forbad her fu- 3 0 
ture matching with any Man whatſoever. Cæſonia I c. 
came next into his Affections, and there continu'd; 51 
a Mother of three Children, neither Young. nor 1: 
Beautiful, but ſo addicted to Luxury and Laſciviouſ- V 
neſs, that he now met with a proper Conſort: And Þ .; 
he lov'd her ſo intirely, that he ſometimes ſhew'd he: 
her to the Soldiers all in Armour, and ſometimes to f ,, 
his Friends ſtark Naked, transforming her by theſe : 
Viciſſitudes into two Extremes equally unbecoming | *: 
her Sex, to a Man and to a Beaſt.  ' 
But not to dwell any longer in theſe Scenes of Im- 
purity, Caligula was as boundleſs in his Prodigality, 
as he was extravagant in his Luſts; and yet at the 
ſame time inſupportable in his Avarice. In Luxury 
and riotous Expences, he exceeded the Inventions of 
all the Prodigals of that Age; having contrived new 
Ways of Bathing, and found out moft prodighgns 
Dithes for his Entertainments. He us'd Baths of the 
_ richeſt. Oils, and moſt precious Perfumes in the 
World; and had Banquets with the moſt valuable 
Pearls and Jewels difſolv'dand put amongſt His Meat, 
and ſometimes had Services of pure Gold to be given 
to his Gueſts inſtead of Meat, affirming, That a Man 
was either to be a good Husband or an Emperor. Beſides 
which, for ſeveral Days together, from the Top of 
Fulia's Tower, he caſt down conſiderable Sums of 
Money among the People. He commanded certain 
Ships ro be built of prodigious Bulk, the Timber be- 
ing Cedar, the Sterns Ivory, beſer with Gold and 


Jewels, the Sails and Tackling eee tho 
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Cabins and Galleries ſpacious and convenient, with 


* * 
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Shade of which he often din'd amongſt Voices and 
other Muſick, ſometimes coaſting along the Shore 


of Campania with great Pomp wide nom gry In all 


his Buildings both of Palaces and Houſes of Pleaſure, 
he confider'd nothing but his own particular Fancy, 
and continually defign'd fuch Works as to others 
ſeem'd impoſſible. He order'd large Pillars and 
Towers to be built in the bottom of the Sea, cur 


- 


his Way one Rocks 9 bulk, levell'd 
an 2 


Mountains, and elevated Plains and Valleys, 
ming to alter and correct the greateſt Works of Na- 
ture; and all with incredible Expedition, puniſhing 


the leaſt Lazineſs or Delay in the Workmen with 


preſent Death. By his various kinds of Extravagan- 


cies, in leſs than a Years ſpace, beſides all his ordi- 


nary Revenues, he conſum'd about Eighteen Milli 


preſu- 


ons of our Money, which Tiberins had fcrap'd toge- - 
ther before his Death: Which ſhews, that though 


there is a Treaſure in the World ſufficient to main- 


rain and ſupport all its infinite Numbers of Inhabi- 
rants, yet there is not enough in the whole World 


to maintain one prodigal Tyrant. 


* oy * 


and Vanity, was his vaſt Work at Puteoli, which he 


undertook in the third Year of his Reign; and it is 
difficult to determine which was greater, the Folly 
or the Extragavancy of the Attempt. To ſhew his 
power and Greatneſs, and that he was able to walk 
upon the Sea, as well as the Land, he order'd an in- 
finite Number of Ships to be ſecur d in all Parts, and 


bl 
8 


wonder 


ful Bridge. 


many others to be new built, and all to be brought 


into the Bays of Baiæ and Puteoli in Campania, about 
ninety Miles from Rome. With theſe he ordered a 


wonderful Brid ge to he builr, from the Point of Baiz 


to the appoſite Shore of Puteoli, above Three Miles 


and a half in length; the Ships being plac d in two 


Rows 


JS 


the 
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Rows in Form of a Creſcent, faſtened and moor d 

together with Anchors, Chains and Cables, to make 
them firm and ſecure. Over theſe were laid vat 
Quantities of large Planks and Boards, very ſtrong 
and even, and cover d over with fo much Earth, az 
it ſeem'd to have been firm Ground, and one of the 
Streets in Rome. Then to make this ſtupendious 
Work the more magnificent and ſurprizing, he ſent 
for innumerable Numbers of Artificers and Labour- 


ers, and with infinite Charge and Expedition built | 


| Houſes and Lodgings' upon the Bridge for the Re- 
_ ception-of Himſelf and Followers, into which was 
brought freſh Water in Pipes from the Land, to ſerve 
ccaſions of his Revels. All this being com- 
pleated, He and all his Court repaired thither with 
prodigious Throngs of all forts of People, who came 
from all Parts to behold his mighty Pomp; where, 
after ſome ſolemn Sacrifices to the Gods, Caligula 
proudly adorn d with magnificent Robes of Gold and 
pearl, fitting on Horſeback with a Civick Crown 
and Alexander's Breaſt-plate, accompany'd with the 


Great Officers of his Army, and all the Nobility 


and Gentry of Rome he enter'd at one End of the 
Bridge, and with an awful Majeſty rode to the other, 
And lodging all Night upon his Bridge, he caus'd 
ſuch an infinite number of Torches, Lanrhorns, and 
| other Lights to be plac d inallparrsof the Work, that 
all che neighbouring Mountains were illuminated, 
and what was his Horſe-Way by Day, was his Am- 
pPhitheater by Night; Caligula boaſting at the ſame 
time, That be had turn d the Night into Day, as well as 
the Sea into Land. The next Day he rode over in his 
Triumphal Chariot, follow'd by a mighty Train of 
Friends in their Chariots, all his Soldiers in bright 
Armour, and Darius an Hoſtage of Parthia attending 
his Chariot. And after this great Exploit of Walk- 
ing and Riding ſo many Miles upon the Sea, he 
alcended a Reſtrum erected on purpoſe, where be 
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KEIN Chap. III. CA 
50rd made 2 moſt ſolemn Oration in praiſe of his own 
nake || vaſt Attempt, and of the Pains and Care of his Sol- 

| vat dięers and Workmen, diſtributing; large Rewards 
rong a them. Then, that he might perform ſome 

h, 2s memor able Action before he left his Bridge, he ſud- 
frhe || denly caus d great Numbers of the Multitude to be 
Jious caſt into the Sea, and when they laid hold of Rud- 
„Our. commanded them to be thruſt off, ſo that all periſn d 3 
built without Remedy. He ſpent two Days in this Place 5 
e Re. in all manner of Feaſtings and Extravagancies, in 
was which time the Sea proving ſmooth and calm, he 
ſerve N aid, That Neptune tool care f that," out f Fear and 
com. Reverence to him; after which he return d to Rome in 
with a moſt magnificent and triumphant Manner, for ha- 
came || ving ſurmounted, as he thought, the very Order and 
here, Laws of Nature. Which ſhews how fooliſn that 
ligula Man 15, who) has let looſe the Reins: of Reaſon, 
1 the | Caligula haying by this and many other Extrava- 
biliry N gancics drain d and exhauſted his Exchequer, he be- 

'£ the oo himſelf to all manner of Rapines and Extor- 
Yer, ons, inventing, all kinds, of Penalties, Conſiſcati- 
anc ons, and Impoſts: And in theſe Matters there was 
and no fort of Fraud or Diſimulation which he ſerupled 1 
„that 0 uſe often upbraiding all Perſons with their Co.. 1 
lated, vetouſneſs, and that they, were not aſhamed to haue more 15 | 
Am- Ricbes tban he. He us d firange Exactions and Im- 
ſame | poſitions, ſuffering nothing to paſs in common Uſe 
vell without bringing Money into his Treaſury; Jet a 
in his Rate upon all Meat, a Rate upon Proceſſes in Law, 
ain of Rate upon Porters Wages, and a Rate upon Pro- 
right ſtitutes Gains. He caus'd Freemen to purchaſe their 10 5 
ading (| Freedom a ſecond time; and poiſon d many h 
alk. had nam'd him for their Heir, to have an immediate 

| poſſeſſion of their Eſtates ; . ſelling likewiſe the Jew-. 
re he | <5 and Goods of his condemned Siſters, - the Royal 
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| Nobes and Ornaments of Anthony, Auguſtus, Fulia, 
Antonia, and others of the Imperial Blood. And 


beſides the ſtrange Profits ariſing from his Dead Siſter 
ih that he might not be unexperienc'd in the 
e 


baſeſt and moſt ſcandalous Impoſitions, he ſet up a 


for an Improvement of his Revenues. And likewiſe 


he mãde his Palace a common Gaming houſe, and 


himſelf the Maſter-Gameſter, not ſcrupling Cogging, 
Cheating, Lying, Forſwearing, and any kind of Ar- 
tiſice to enhance his Gains. Having once in the 


| midſt of his Game eſpy d two Rich Knights paſſing: | 
through his Court, he ſuddenly went down, caus d 


both to be apprehended, and their Eſtates to be con- 
fiſcated; and returning to his Game, boaſted, That he 
never had a better Throw in bits 9 Another time 
wanting Mony for his Stake, he went down and 
caus d ſeveral Noblemen to be ſlain; then returning, 


told the Company, That they {at playing there for a fem 


Pence, while he bad won 660000 Seſterces at one Caſt, 


Having a Daughter born about that time, he com- 


plain'd publickly of his Poverty, not only as an Em- 
peror, but as a Father; and therefore publiſn'd an E- 
dict, That he would receive New-Years-Gifrs ſhortly, 
and accordingly ſtood himſelf in che Porch of his 
Palace, to receive the Pre ſents which the People with 
full Hands and Laps pour'd out before Him, And ha- 
ving by all poſſible Methods amaſs'd together an in- 
finite Sum, heoften laid down, and row d himſelfupon 

it, eſteeming it the greateſt Recreation in the World: 
As his Prodigality and Avarice were both prodigious, 
ſo he had the greateſt Variety of Affections that cou d 
be imaginede Sometimes he was openly familiar, other 
limes as ſeverely reſerv d: Sometimes he openly deſied 
all the Gods, yet the Noiſe of a Thunder: clap caus d 
bim to hide himſelf under his Bed: Sometimes he 
diſpatch'd Buſineſs wich incredible Celerity and Ex- 
n . 8 


Fi 


7 


Brothel-· Houſe in his own Palace, throughly furniſh'd 
with all kinds of Proſtitutes, Bawds, and Pandeis, 
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edition, and other times with as much Slowneſs 
and Negligence. He excus'd many that had com- 
mitted hainous Crimes, and executed others who 
had committed no Offence; and wou'd one Day 
praiſe a Thing, and in the next condemn him wWho 
commended it. Finally, he was ſo ſtrangely varia- 
ble, that no Man cou'd know how to act or ſerve! 
him with Safety; and he was alſo the fame in his 
Habit and Apparel, in his Exerciſes and Necreati- 
ons, and in all his other Actions: Only, 
In his Severities and Cruelties he was ever con- 
ſtant and implacable, and had no reſpect to Family 


cha p. II. 


or Friendſhip, uſing his Grand- mother Antonia ſo 


barbarouſly, as ſhe poyſon'd her ſelf, murdering his 
Coheir Tiberius for uſinga Sweet Powder, and almoſt 
all his Kindred, except his Uncle Claudius, whom 
he preſerv d only for a Laughing-ſtock. He caus d 
Ptolemy, Son of King Fuba, Macro, and Ernia, and 
ſeveral others who were in League and Alliance with 


him, to be barbarouſly executed and likewiſe $/- 


lanus, who had been his Father- in- Law, for refuſing 
to go to Sea with him when he was indiſpos d. He 
ew divers of the Senate, and afterwards cited them 
to appear as if they liad been alive; at laſt pretend- 
ing they dy'd by their own Hands; others of them 


were Eruelly ſcourg'd, and the Soldiers order d to 


tread upon them as they lay, that they might have 
them at full Command. Being diſturb'd at Midnight 
by the Noife of ſuch as got Places in the Circus for 
the following Day, he caus'd them to be driven out 
with Clubs; in which Tumult were flain above 
wenty Roman Knights, as many Ladies, and an in- 
numerable Company of the common People. He 
condemn'd many Perſons of the higheſt Quality to 
dig in the Mines, and to repair the High ways, for 
not ſhewing ſufficient Reſpect to his Gifts and Pub- 


lick Games. He likewiſe caſt great numbers of old 


Infirm Men, and poor decrepid Houſe-keepers to tbe 
: 


he Roman Hiſtory. {141 B 0 ok l. 160 


* Fg hs 3 


wild Beaſts, to free the State from ſuch unſerviceable 7 


perſons; and caus d all the Publick Granaries to be I 


. periſh with Famine. He order d Wild-Beaſts, which V 
be kept for Feaſts and Pablick Games, to be fed with | © 
the Bodies of living Men; and to that end every B 
tenth Day he fign'd Warrants for the Executions of H 
What priſoners he thought fit, which he call'd, Clear- ki 
ing bis Accounts. A certain Knight who he had caſt 1 
to the Wild Beaſts, crying out, He was Innocent, he / 
caus'd him to be taken up, and his Tongue to be cut m 
out of his Head, and then to be thrown in again. 4 
He forc'd Parents and Relations to be preſent at the un 
Executions of their Kindred, compelling them to dif- he 
cCourſe of pleaſant Matters; and to one who excus d 1m 
himſelf by reaſon of his Sickneſs, he ſent: his on anc 
Litter to carry him. Demanding of one whom he nat 
had recalld from a former/Banithnient; How be em- fide 
ploy d bimſelf in his Exile? upon his anſwering, That 
be often pray d for the Death of Tiberius, that he might 
be Emperer, he immediately concluded, that all whom I un 
he had baniſh'd likewiſe, pray d for his Death, n 
therefore commanded, that all that could be found I teſte 


mmou'd be ſlain without Mercy. He took ſuch an ex · ¶ 24 


ceeding delight in Cruelty and Blood, that he often I the 


nad Men rack d and tortur'd in his Preſence as he Her; 


fat at Meat, mingling his Sawce, as it were, with % 
innocent's Blood; and when the poor Wretches I N 
were miſerably torn and mangled; he added another Ihe n 
Crucnmy of ſpitefully pitying and condoling their true 
Misfortunes, blaming only their Tormentors. Jiunhe 
As this Tyrant was barbarous in his Actions, fo 0 
he was no leſs cruel in his Words and Sayings; for bar 
he often declar'd, That he eſteem d nothing in bis Na- row 
ture ſo commendable as his Adriatrepſian, or his Unrelent- Neat 
ing Temper at . the. ſight of Executions, Being blam d fie . 
by his Grand- mother for his numerous Cruelties, he 
made anſwer, Remember Imay do what I pleaſe, and 
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70 1h I pleaſe; An Eminent Citizen, who for an 
Indiſpoſition had got leave to retire into the Iſſfe 
of Anticyra, deſiring to have his Stay prolong d, he 


Was ſo far from obtaining his Petition, that Caligula 


commanded him to be ſlain ; adding withal, That _ 
Blood-letting muſt of neceſſity do him good, abo had taten 
Hellebore /o long without Succeſs. He took delight to 
kill Men with {low and reiterated Strokes, that ac- 
cording to his uſual Expreſſion, they might feel tbhem- 
ſelves die t and once executing a wrong Perſon by 
miſtake, upon finding his Error, he ſaid, Twas well 
done, be deſerv'd'it as much at the other. In ſhort, fo. 
unlimited and boundleſs was his Inhumanity, that 
he often made uſe of that impious Expreſſion, Ode- 
rint dum metuant, Let them hate, as long as they fear; 
and ta add to the natural Fierceneſs of his Counte- 
nance, he often view'd himſelf in his Glaſs to con- 
ider what Looks*wou'd make him moſt terrible to 
his Subjects. Whenever he kifs'd his Wife or Mi- 
ſtreſs, he generally laid his Hand upon their Necks, 
uling this Sentence, As ſnooth and as lovely as it it, 1 
can take it off ben I pleaſe; and he many times pro- 
telted, That be 12 rack Cæſonia to diſcover bt 
made him love her ſo paſſionately. All his Sayings had 
the genuine Marks of Tyranny and unlimited Po]. 
er; and particularly he declar d, That he wou'd ſo eſta- 
lliſh the State, that the Lawyers ſhould have nothing to 
lead but what he thought Fuſt and Equitable. And that 
he might ſhew himfelf a real Monſter, as well as a 
true Tyrant, he us'd frequently to complain of the 
unhappineſs of his Reign, becauſe not afflicted with any 
conſiderable Calamity to make it remarkable ; lamenting, 
That the Reign of Auguſtus was memorable for the Over 
rom of Varus; That of Tiberius for rhe Fall of the” 
eat Amphitheatre at Fidenæ, but ſuch was his unfortu - 
hate Proſperity, that he mas in great danger of being for- 


Motte £: Inſomuch that he many times wiſh'd for the” + 


eſtruction of ſome of his Armies, Famine, Peſſi- 
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lence, Fire, or fome great Opening of the Farth, 
as won'd ſwallow up a large Proportion of his 

The inſupporrable Cruelties, and monſtrous Diſ- 

poſitions of this Emperor caus'd many to conſpire 

againſt his Life; but their Deſigns were for a while 

Caligula': deferr'd, by reaſon of a famous Expedition he de- 

Expedition. fign'd againſt the Germans and Britains, which he 

A. D. undertook in the latter End of the third Year of his 

41. Reign. He caus' d vaſt Numbers of Men to be rais'd 
in all Parts, made ſuch mighty Preparations, us d 
ſuch great Expedition, and ſhew'd fuch uncommon 
Reſolution, that many believ'd, that he wou'd over- 
run all Germany and Britain with no difficulty. In 
his March he ſometimes moy'd with ſuch Fury and 
Haſte, that the Prætorian Cohorts were conſtrain'd 
to diſpoſe their Standards upon the Backs of their 
Sumpters to be brought after; othet times ſo ſlow- 
ly, and in ſuch State, that cauſing himſelf to be 
carry d upon eight Mens Shoulders, he ſent before 
and commanded the neighbouring Cities to have 
their High- ways well ſwept and water'd to defend 
him from the Duſt. Not withſtanding all his great 
Threats and Boaſtings he perform'd nothing in his 
Expedition but receiving Adminius, the Son of Cyno- my 
belinus, a King in Britain, Who being baniſh'd by his Wo 
Father, fled to him with a ſmall Attendance. How- g 8 

euer, Caligula immediately ſent magnificent Letters | 2% 

to Rome, as if he had conquer'd and poſſeſs'd him- | 

ſelf of che whole Iſland ; ſtrictly enjoyning the bee 

Meſſengers who carry'd his Letters, to ride direci i 

through the great Forum into the Palace, and not to de- 
liver them to the Conſuls, but in the Temple of Mars, 
and in 4 full Senate. Not long after having no o- 
ther Martial Imployment, he commanded certain 
of the German Guards to croſs the Rhine, and hiding 
themſelves for a While, to return in a great Tumult 
and Conſternation with an Alarm, that the Enemy 
e 4 Crna "033 
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was, at hand; which being exactly perform'd, he 
haſten'd with a few ſele& Friends, and a ſmall 


Party of Horſe, into a neighbouring Wood, where - 


cauſing his Men to adorn themſelves with Branches 
of Trees for Trophies, he return d by Torch-light 
with great Courage and bravery, reproaching then 
with Lazineſs and Timidity, who neglected to fol- 
low him, and rewarding his Fellow Adventurers 
with new forts of Crowns, and the honourable 
Names of Exploratorii. Soon after, that his Exploits 
might be numerous as well as noble, he ſecretly 
order d ſome Hoſtages to be forceably taken from 
their appointed Places; and being at Supper when 
the News was brought him, he ſhew'd fo much 
Concern, for their Eſcape, that he aroſe ſuddenly + 
from the Table, mounted and purſu'd them with a 
great Party of Horſe, as if they had been Fuguives; 
and having taken them, he brought them back in 
Chains, expreſſing himſelf in this Interlude no leſs 
vainly and extravagantly than in the former. At the 
ſame time he publiſh'd a ſevere Complaint againſt 
the Senate and People of Rome, ſhewing, That while. 
Cæſar was, figbting abroad and expos'd to infinite Ha- 
zards and Perils, they indulg d themſelues in their Riotons 
Feaſtings, and in all the Pleaſures and Diverſions in the 
Town, Laſtly, for a final Determination of- this 
War, he march'd with his whole Army to the Sea- : 
ſhore in Batavia or Holland, where diſpoſing his En= ! 
gines and Machines in great Order, and drawing 
up his Army in Batralia, he went on to the Sea in a 
Galley, and immediately returning, he commanded 
the Trumpets to ſound, and the Signal to be given 
tor Battel, then of a ſudden order'd all his Men ro 


gather the Shells of Cockles and Muſcles into their 


Helmets, terming them, The Spoils : of the conquer d. 
Ocean, due to the Palace and Capitol. Then Calling his 
Army together, in ſuch a Manner as Generals uſdal- 


Jy did after a Victory, he made a pompous Oration 
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to them, highly extolling their renowned Exploits 
and Atchievemenrs, commanding allo a ridiculous 


Diſtribution of Money to be made among them, 


and bidding them Rejoyce, and be Rich. In Memory 
of chis great Victory, he caus'd a.lofty Tower to be 
erected by the Sea-lide; and order'd rhe Galleys in 
, which he had pur out to Sea, to be convey'd to 
© "Rome, and tor the moſt part by Lan. 
At his Return towards Rowe, and entrance into 


£% S 


Gaul, he ſent Meſſengers before him to prepare a 
moſt n ee for his Conqueſts, carrying 
With him ſome few Priſoners, and Barbarian. Fugi- 
tives for that purpoſe; and for the greater Pomp, he 
took with him the principal of the Gallick Nobiluy, 
compelling them to diſcolour their Faces and Hair, 
to learn the German Language, and to take upon 
them their barbarous Names. But before his Depat- 
ture from this Province, this Tyrant enter d upon the 
moſt impious and bloody Deſign that was ever re- 
member d; which was to murder all choſe Legions 
Which had formerly murined under his Father Germa- 
nicus, When he was a young Child in the Camp; and 
_*afrerall pollible Perſwaſions againſt this notorious 
_. *Barbarity, he could not be diverted from a Reſoluti- 
_,onotkylingeveryrtenth Man; in which he perſiſted 
lo obſtinately, that he immediately call'd them roge- 
ther without their Arms, as to an Harangue, and 
cCaus d them to be ſurrounded by a ſtrong Body of 
Horſe, in order to this abominable Deſign. But obſcr- 
ving that his Intentions were ſuſpected, and that ma- 
ny of them ſlipt away to recover their Arms, in caſe 
_.,  ofany Violence, he ſuddenly fled out of the Aſſem- 
bly, and went immediately towards Rome, turning all 
thoughts againſt the Senate, and threatning to re- 
venge on them the Ignominious Reports that were 
rais d of him; complaining, amongſt other things, 
+ That by their Faults be was defrauded of his Triumph: Tho 
he had lately forbad them, upon pain of Death, 10 
xe Seng ot „ — ! 
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"IN e way by Ambaſſadors from that venerable 
Aſſembly, with theit humble "Requeſt to' him'to 
come and partake of the Honours defign'd for him, 


met on the way 


he laid his Hand upon his Sword, Say ing, Tl come, 
and bring this along uitbhme: And alſo by an Edict he 
declar'd, That be wou d return; but it ſhould be only to the 


| Gentry and Commons ; as to the Senate, he would be nei- 

ther a: Prince non Citizen for the future and forbad any 
of che Senators to meet him. In this Manner, either 
quite omitting His Triumph. or deferrin g it to another 


Time; he contented Himſelf ' ro enter the City by 


way, of Ovation, on his Birth-Day, without any fur- 
ther Ceremony. Bur abour the fame time the Se. 
nate found a remarkable Occaſion of Reconciliati- 
| on, by means of Protigenei, one of his bloodieſt-Exe- 
cutioners; whocoming intothe Houſe, was falured 

and fawn'd upon by all the Senate, and more parti- 
cularly by Scribonius Proculus.” Whereupon Protogenes, 


with a fierce Countenance reply d, h do jou flute 


me, yourbat ſo hate my Maſter the Em perur? Upon Which 


Words the reſt of the Senators immediately ſeiz d 
upon Proculas, and violently tore him in Pieces; 
which piece of Service fo well ſuited with the Ty- 


rant's prodigious Humour, that he was pleas'd to de- 


clare, Thar the Senate bad now regain'd bis Fadi. 


Continuing in Rome, Caligula proceeded in his 
former Cruelties after 4 more barharous Manner 


than ever; and being incens'd with the Citizens, he 


us' d this execrable Wiſh, O that the Roman People had 
but one Neck, that I might diſpatch em all at 4 Blow 7 


And when the People petition'd him at the Theatre 
for an Eaſement of their Taxes, he commanded his 


Guards to fer upon them, and put great Numbers 


of them to the Sword. He defign'd to remove his 


Court ro Antium, and then to Alexandria, reſolving 


firſt to deſtroy the Principal of the Senatorian, and 


Equeſtrian Rank; as appear d from two Books found 
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the other Pugio the Dagger; in which were Written 5 
the Names of ſuch as were mark d out for Executi- 


on. So that now indeed he provw'd a real Phaeton to 


the World, according to the Predictions of that im- 
pious Politician Tiberius; but as he began to ſet all 
Things on Fire, ſo he was ſoon ſcorch'd and con- 
ſum d in thoſe Flames which he had ſo furiouſly 

__ blown up. When neither his on Reaſon, his Sub- 
jects Petitions, nor his Countries Cuſtoms coùd 


move him to Moderation, or divert him from his 


Cruclties, many began to conſpire againſt him, but 
durſt not execute their Defigns by reaſon of his 


8 Guards ; till at length Caſſius Obærtas, an Officer of 
his Guards refolv'dupon it, being prompted to it upon 
many Accounts. He ſecretly imparted his Deligns 


doo ſeveral Senators, Equites, and ders, who readily 
joining wich him, privately kept themſelves in Arms, 


every berſon promoting it with all poſſible Vigour 
and Reſolution. Chereas having appointed a ſet Time 


for this fatal Attempt, he order d his Companions to 
attend him in a Vault, or private Gallery, where the 


; Emperor uſually paſs d unſeen from his Palace to cer- 
tain Baths not far diſtant. There Chæreas repair d to 


his Aſſociates, and ſhortly after meeting with Caligu- 


The Death la, and firſt paying ſome Reſpect to him, he gave 
Caligu- him a mortal Wound, crying out, Tyrant, think upon 


This was the miſerable end of Caius Caligula, the 


fourth Emperor of Rome, in the 29th Year of his 
Age, after a ſhort Reign of three Years, ten Months, 


and eight Days; a Perſon commendable only for his 
Marg Wit and Eloquence, and fo monſtrouſly Wick- 
ed, that Seneca truly ſaid of him, Thar Nature ſeem d 
T0 bade brought bim forth, to ſhew what was poſſible to be 


| produc'd fromthegreateſt Viſciouſneſs,(i upported by the great 
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2 thios and immediately the reſt of the Conſpirators 
ruſh'd in, and diſpatch'd him with thirty Wounds, 
be for ſome ſpace crying out; That be was ſtill alive. 


40 Authority. His prodigious Enormities juſtly. pull'd 


5 n Vengeance upon the Head of him and 
1 


his Family: For he himſelf not only fell by the Hands 
of his own Friends and Subjects, and had his Body 
left half burnt upon a poor Pile erected privately and 


in haſte; but alſo his Wife Cæſonia, whom he lov'd 
to Madneſs, was at the fame time ſtabb'd by a Cen- 


turian: and his only Daughter, an Infant in the 


Cradle, had her Brains daſh'd out againſt a Wall, 
with Deſign to extirpate the whole Race of a Tyrant, 


who had made himſelf ſo infupportably odious to all 
Mankind. His Money was alſo melted down by 
Decree of Senate; that, if it were poſlible, both his 


Name and Feature might be forgotten by future A- 
ges. He dy'd in the 79444 Year of the City, 42 


after our Saviour's Nativity, and 9 after his Cruct- 


_ fixion: In whoſe ſhort Reign, the Name and Faith 


of Feſus Chriſt was preach'd in a conſiderable Part 


of the World by the Holy Apoſtles and many others, 


St. Matthew writing his firſt Goſpel, and the Belie- 
vers of Chriſt obtaining the Name of Chriſtians. 


II. As ſoon as the Death of Caligula was publiſh'd 


inthe City, it caus'd a great Alteration and Con- 
fuſion in all Parts. The Conſpirators, who provi- 


ded only for their Safety and not Soveraignty, had all 


retir'd to private Places, tho not without great 
difficulty; and ſince the Act was committed in tuch © | 


a ſecret Place, many imagining it ſome Artifice to 


diſcover the Aﬀections of the People, ſuſpended | | 
their Belief of it, till the German Guards had ſuffi- 


ciently manifeſted it by the Diſturbances the rais d, 
and the Murders they committed in the] Palace. 


The Senate was immediately aſſembl'd; where after, 


a ſerious Debate, Saturninus the preſent Conſul, in- 


ſiſted much upon the Benefits of Liberty, and the 


Miferies of Tyranny, particularly, That the latter 
utterly extinguiſhes all Vertue, 


true 
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true; Magnanimity, and teaches em hoth to f 


by which Means the Common-Wealth is not guided by. the 


zherate 


ately ſeiz d on the Capitol; with ſome of the Cohorts 
of the. City, he were likewiſe of fheir Opinion, 
But the City was much divided, the Commons ur- 
ging hotly for the Flection of a New Emperor, and 
the Nobility as violently promoting the Reſtoration 
of their ancient Privileges. The former hated the 
Senate, and had been highly oblig d by the publick 
Spectaclesand Donatives of the Emperors; therefore 
reèſolv d to continue the Monarchy, and endeavour to 
diſcover the Conſpirators. The Prætoriun Cohorts 


And the German Guards, had all the ſame Intention 


and Reſolution with the Commons; the former in 
hopes that the Election of the Emperor wou' d fall to 
heir Determination, and the latter upon the account 
_ of the great Profits they had reap'd from the Executi- 
n of Caligula Crueltics, Thele Divitions and Dit- 


'{enrions rais'd violent Diſturbances in the City if and 


While Affairs continu'd in this Confulion, neither the 
DOitizens nor Soldiers knew whom to nominate for 
"Emperor, till ſome of theSoldiers running about the 
Palace, diſcover d Caligula s Uncle Claudius in à ſecret 

Hole, in which he had hid himſelf out of fear 1 5 
„„ OD 1 5 Life, 


3 


trer and fear; 


ſeverely f 


5 e 
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| Herod Agrippa, King of Fullza, and then at Rome, to 


oppoſe the Senates Determination. But Claudias had 


neither the Courage to attempt any thing for him 
ſelf, or the Pablick, behaving himſelf with all ima- 
ginable Fear and Concern, till the Diſturbances of 
the People, and the Terror of the Soldiers causd 
ſome Compliance in the Senate, who finding Clau- 
dius nearer ally d to the Empire than any other, as 
being Uncle to Caligula, and Brother to Germanicmm, 
agreed to make him Emperor, confirming him ſhort- 
ly after. Claudius diſtributed fifteen great Seſterces ta 
each of the Camp, who promis d him Allegiance, 
which, as Suetonius obſerves, was the firſt time tliat 
ey to the Soldiers to 


any of the Emperors gave Mon 
bride chem 00 Their Butte 032079. 4594 7, rarge 
Claudius was now fifty Years of Age, and till this 


other Subjects, of which he gave frequent and pub 
lick Teſtimonies of his Proficiency. But wherher 


from his Bodily Diſtempers, the groſs Stupidity of 


his Nature, or the unactive Cowardice of his Tem- 
per, he cou'd not with all his Learning, acquire any 
Dignity in the State, beſides ſome few Months Con- 
ſulſhip with Caligala; nor/yetextinguith the ill Opi- 
nion conceivd of him by moſt Perſons, He had 
now cur'd himſeff of the Infirmities of his Body, and 


in a great meaſute ſeem d to have corrected thoſe f 


his 


*. 


. 


1 


Du v. 
Life, and brought him upon their Shoulders to the | 
Camp, where they proclaimed him Emperor, when 
he in great Fear expected nothing but Death at their 
Hands; the People in the mean time pitying him as 
going to his Execution. Whereupon the Senate ſent 
the Tribune of the People to adviſe him to ſubmit to 
their Eſtabliſhment, and not to diſturb the Publick Peace 
with his Pretenſions, and to come aul treat of ſuch Matters 

as wene for the: Publick Good ; but Claudius alledg d, That 


| Claudius 
time had liv'd in great Obſcurity, beſtowing much made En- 
of his / Time in ſtudying and writing of ef and 2 


Was dear to the Romans. He now acted much by the 


but moderated the Severity of the Mulcts, as in his 


nm. Ronin Hi. Bock l 
his Mind; as was believ'd from his great Care he 
ſhew'd for the State, and his ſeveral good Acts he anc 
did in the beginning of his Reign. The firſt Thing he jud 
did was the aboliſhing the Memory oftheſe two Days J her 
in which the Alteration of the Government was ſo ple 
fervently debated; whereof he caus'd an Act of Ob- I his 
livion to be paſt for all Words and Actions whatſoe, 
ver in that time. After which he diſannull'd all the 
Cruel Edicts made by Caligula; commanding all to 
deliver d from Priſon and Baniſhment, who had 
been unjuſtly confin'd, particularly Caligula's Siſters 
and Nieces. He ſhew'd himſelf very merciful to his 
Enemies and Oppoſers in the Election, and paſs da 
general Act of Indemnity for all paſt Crimes; yet 
for a publick Example, and to terrifie others from 
the like Attempt, he commanded Chereas, and ſome 
of the Conſpirators, who ſtill oppos'd his Election to 
be executed, who ſuffer'd Death with great Bold- 
neſs and Reſolution, ' Chereas deſiring only to die by 
the ſame” Sword he had usd againſt Caligula. This 
Emperor ſhew'd himſelf very diſcreet and temperate 
_ as to Honours and Titles; and upon ſevere Penal- 
ties, forbad all Perſons to facrificero him as they had' 
done to Caligula; tho he omitted no occaſion of cele- 
brating the Memory of his Brother Ger manicus, which 


Authority of rhe Senate, and ask d the Conſents of 

the Conſuls in many Things. In the Hearing and 
Examination of Cauſes he was frequently preſent, 
and as diligent as any of the Advocates. He as fre- 
quently aqminiſter'd Juſtice in Perſon, in which he 
did not always bind himſelf to the Letter of the Law, roug 


Judgment be thought equitable and juſt.* But on 
the Other ſide, if Perſons were convicted of more than 

ordinary Fraud and Colluſion, he ftrain'd the Penalty 
of the Law, and condemn'd them to the Wild 
Beaſts. A Woman being unwilling to own her bY 
5 a | 207 7 3 l e 9 an 
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and the Proofs of either fide bor De clear, he ad- 
judg'd her ro marry him, and by that Award brought 
her to acknowledge him. The Tribunes of the Peo- 
ple coming one day to attend him, when he was on 
his Tribunal, he courteouſly excus'd himſelf for nor 
having Room for them to fit down. By his Deport- _ 
ment in this and other Cafes, he ſo much gain'd the 
Favour and Affection of the People in à ſhorr time, 
that upon a bare Report of his being ſlain by ſurprize, 
ina Journey to Ofia, they ran about the Streets ina 
dreadfal Rage and Tumult, calling the Soldiers 7. ray- 
ors, the Senate Paricides, and with horrible Impreca- 
tions curſing all Perſons. who were acteffary to ir. 
Nor could they be appea$'d, till ſeveral diſtin Mef- 
ſengers appear'd at the Roſtra, to allure them he was 
Living, and wou d be amopgſtthem in a ſhort time. 

This ae doe a more than ordinary care that 


Rome ſhou'd be continually ſapply'd With all ſorts of 


I Corn and Proviſion, ſecuring the Merchants againſt 


all Pirates by Sea; andrhisCare was the more necel- 
ary, becauſe of the incredible number of People in 
Rome ; for in this Reign Tacitus allures us, that in one 
Lifrum were found 6844000 Heads. He likewiſe Rome in- 

2 £ 82 * | 13 r ; credibly po- 
wasvery much employ'd in wk ofa Works, and 


Buildings, of which three wet of as great Note as . 
any that the World could ſhew: The firſt was a 
wonderful Conduit or Aqueduct, call d after hisoẽon 
Name Claudia, much furpaſſing any other in Rome, _ 
either for the nobleneſs of the Workmanſhip, or the 
abundance of the Water it convey'd, which was 

brought forty Miles from Rome, throughgreat Moun- 

tains, and over ſtately Arches in Valleys and from 

hence carried on to the higheſt Hills in the City. 

The Second was a Haven of .prodigious Capacity, 

digg d into the firm Land at Ofia; a Work of that © 
xcceding Coſt and Charge, that his Suocceſſors were 

not able to maintain it, The Jaſt was the draining 

of a Lake call'd Fucinus, the largeſt of all Traly, 5 
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nies Of Caligula. This Herod endeavouring by all Rom 
Ways to we e the 7 ais d a levere Perle * 
5 4 trhe Apoſtles and CHriſtians in thoſe Parts, T 


ſeſſic 
Land 
du'd 
amo 
liev' 
bolin; 
are r 
Impei 
diſar 
men 
not 


| ; | 1 4 1 - Pk þ ö i 1 ; 4 Pas. Y jor - ? 5 — 7 
x 4+ 3 | * FORK 6 A "FF —_— = 5 , 


all Methods to ſubject their Native Country to their 
Government. The principal of theſe was one Beri- 
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cus, who by many Arguments perſwaded the Empe- | 


ror to make a Deſcent. upon Brizain; which none had 
attempted ſince Julius Cæſar, about 96 Years before. 


Britain 


Claudius therefore ordered A. Plantius the Prætor, to invaded a 
paſs over from Gaul, who making Preparation for third time 
this great Expedition, his mutinous Soldiers refus'd 7 be Ro- 


out of the Compaſs of the World ; for ſo they judg' d Bri- 
tain. to lie. But Plantius, by the Aſſiſtance of Nar- 
ciſſus, the Emperor's Favourite, in a ſhort time qui- 
eted em; and paſſing over into Britain, overthrew 
the Sons of Cynobelinus ſeveraltimes, Flavius Veſpaſian, 
his Lieutenant performing many noble Exploits in 
this War. The Expedition was undertaken in the 


mans. 


"ths . 
3 


Second Lear of Claudius's Reign, in which Year St. 
Peter, according to the Vulgar Opinion, came to 


the Goſpel in divers Parts of the World. 
The Senate decreed Claudius Triumphal Orna- 


Rome, and ſettled himſelf there, after he had preach d 


ments, upon the Account of the Succeſſes in Britain; 


but he imagining that Honour beneath the Majeſty 


of an Emperor, reſolv'd in the fourth Tear ot his Claudi- 


Reign to paſs over into Britain in Perſon, upon Pre- 
rence that the Britains were. ſtill ſeditious, and had 


not deliver d up ſome Roman Fugitives in their Poſ- 


ſeſſion, He made great Preparations both by Sea and 
Land, and landing in Britain, he in a ſhort time ſub- 
du'd part of the Country wich little Oppoſition, and 
among other Towns Camalodunum, commonly be- 
liev d to be Maldon in Eſſex, the Royal Seat of cyno- 
bolinus; but whether he fought any Barrel, Authors 
are not agreed. Having been divers times ſaluted 
Imperator, a Thing not known in one Expedition, he 


-G{arm'd the Britains, and committed the Govern- 


ment of theſe, as likewiſe the War, with the others 


ſixth 


us's Expe· 
dition. 


8 
46. | 


8 
! * 
i 
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his Sons in Law, with the News of his  ViRtorics, 


Great Rejoicings were made at Rowe for the Con- 


ie Senate in honour to him, decreeing not only a 
plended Triumph, but alſo Learly Games, and Tri- 


gueſ of this {ſmall Part of Britain, and every per- 
n's Mouth was fill'd with the Praiſes of Claudius, 


* umphal Arches, both at Rome and Geſſoriacum in Gaul, 


4 ©, 
<< 
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the Place where he took Shipping. Claudius made his 
| Triumph in Rome with great Splendor and Magnif- 
cence; and that the Spectacle might be more-glori- 


ous by che Confluence of People, he not only gave 
leave to the Governors of Provinces to be pretent at 


it, but permitted ſeveral baniſh'd Perſons to return 


home, on purpoſe to behold it. In the Solemnty, 


his Empreis AMeſſalina. follow d him in a diſtant Cha- 


riot, magnificently adornd; and he himſelf mounted 
the Steps of the Capitol on his Knees, being ſupported 


on each ſide by his two Sons in-Law. Among the 
Spoils of his Enemies, he plac'd a Naval Crown of 
Gold hard by the Civick Crown, over the Gate of 
the Imperial Palace, in token of his Victory over the 
Britiſh Sea, When he croſs d it; and for the ſame 


© © » Realon he order d his Son Germanicus, whom he had 
by Meſſalina, ſhou'd be hereafter call'd Britannicus the 
Name which was given to himſelf but juſt before. 


In the mean time Planti us carried on the War in Bri- 


rain with that Succeſs, that Claudius decreed him an 


Ovation, and when he enter d Rome, he himſelf met 


| him, giving him the Right- hand all the way . Veſpa- 


ſian, partly under Claudius, and partly under Plantins, 


fought thirty Bartels with the Enemy, according to 


1 
ö 
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had che two laſt Months of the Year. Under him 


Suetonius; allo lubdu'd two mighty Nations, and 
above twenty Towns, together with the Iſle of edis 
or Wight. For which Exploits be obtain d Trium- 
phal Ornaments, and within a ſhort ſpace two Sa- 
cerdoral Dignities, with the Conſulſhip, which he 


ſerv'd 


* 
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chap. II. CLAUDIUS V. 


ſerv'd his Son Titus in Quality of a Tribune, whoſe 


extraordinary Valour and Modeſty gain'd him ex- 
ceeding Reputation, as appears 
his Images, and their Inſcriptions, throughout the 


Bl provinces of Germany and Britain. 


Claudius began now to leſſen his Care and Con- 


cern for the Publick, and to give himſelf up to his 


Gluttonous Diſpoſition, and his paſſive Stupidity, but 
moſt of all to his Freed-Men and Favourites, toge- 


cher with his libidinous Wife Meſalina. To theſe he 


made himſelf fo ſubject, and was fo much govern'd 
by em that by their Directions and Counſels he 
committed many Diſorders, Follies and Injuries, more 
like their Slave and Subject, than their Prince and So- 
yvereign\; 

mitting ſuch Cruelties, as wou'd be tedious to men- 


don all, thoſe againſt his own Blood will be ſuffici- 
: | ius Silanus, a2 
perſon of the higheſt Merits, who had been Gover- 


ent. The firſt was the Execution of 
nor of Spain, and marry'd to his Mother-in-Law, 
whoſe Death was caus'd by the Malicious Infinuati- 
ons of his Wife Meſſalina, and his Favourite Narciſſus. 


After him he pur both his Sons-in-Law, Silanus and 
Pompey to Death; and the two Livia 's, his own Nieces, 


one the Daughter of Druſus, and the other of Ger- 
nanicus, and all without admitting of any Defence, 
and none knowing for what Cauſe. Great Num- 
bers of others were likewiſe put to Death, by the 
abominable Practices of M. alina, and his Freed- 


Men, who bore ſo great a Sway in the state, that 


they ſold Offices, Governments and Dignities; and 
what was more dangerous, took Money for Pardons, 
penalties, Puniſhments, and Baniſhments: A great 
part of which was practis'd without the Knowledge 
of the Emperor; ſo large was their Power and Autho- 


rity, and fo groſs his Ignorance and Stupidity. He 


begg*d ſuch Remarks from the Senate for his two 
favourites Narciſſus and Pallas, and gave ſo great a 


Latitude 


rs from the Number of 


ardoning ſuch heinous Offences, and com- 


= 
115 


8 


/ 


1 r — —— 
. ws we ef, = — 


— 


— 


+ _ 9 
—— — 
— — - 


—— rt maroon ng, 
* 


, 
* 
; 
* 

— FA * 

PR — —— ͥ́ͤ ũF—— en 
12 — — 7 
— — 22 - — — — 
— e 0 

. 

o 


5 "93S f ; | . 
Fg % - 1 . — wa 5 ; , 9 2 F 8 : %* 
* A TY — N — * Sg ' . LED 
. # 8 . | 4 | * * 7 0 5 4 ! 
I x % : Es Ka X Þ 2 - ; 5 o a 8 8 3 ; 3 ve r 


Latitude to their Rapines and Extortic 


j 
| . 
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Legions, they ſoon repented of their Choice, and de- 
ſtroy d him five Pays after, by reaſon of ſome re- 
markable Prodigies which had terrify d *em, as ſome 
this Danger, but not from Fear and Jealouſie; for he 
Hyd ever afterinDiſquiets and Suſpicions, infomuch 


be. chat being one day in the Temple offering his Sacri- 


noſe WW fices, and by chance finding a Sword which had 
1ore been left there by accident, he with great Trembling 


his and Confuſion, immediately cans'd the Senate to be 
dio aſſembled, and with Fear told the Fathers, That be 


8 Chap. III. b Gy oy A UDTU 8 IV. 5 1 L 1 13 1 | 
pire. But as Camilla Pretences had no Foundation, 
and his ambitious Deſigns maniteſtly appearing to the - 


His Death. 


Author's write. And thus was Claudia deliver'd from 


nius, i was a Man the moſt unfortunate and miſerableof all others, 


da and that he cou d be afſur'd at no Time or Place, but was 
acti- ¶ continually in Danger; and for many Days together he 


nted Il retir'd,” and ftir'd not abroad. After this, he never 
the I durſt go to any Feaſt without his Guards about him, 

and waiting with their Lances at the Table inſtead of o- 

reed I ther Servants; nor wou'd he viſit any fick perſon, till 


vile ¶ the Chamber was ſtrictly ſearch d to the very Bolſter 
Pof the Bed. He ſuffer'd no Man to come near him, 
eat · ¶ upon the account of Salutation, or otherwiſe, before 


his his Searchers had been with him, who ſpared none, 


ipal Wand ſometimes were very rude and ſevere in their 
the Scrutiny, and that to Women as well as Men. 


ald But Meſalins, with her Favourites and Confede- 


lau-, rates, made a more profitable Uſe of the Emperor's 
$ his Wears and Suſpicions, taking an Occaſion from them 
udly Fro put many Perſons to Death, and to Confiſcate their 
as 10 Goods, alledging, Thar they were guilty of ſome of the 


Wri- late . 4 airs Rebellions ; all which was effected 


im to in a moſt bloody and barbarous manner, many being 


14 re- Nconde mn d and executed without Proof or Trial, and 
ot his Rocher guilty Perſons clear d, by means of Bribes and 


abus d and impos d upon by thoſe he moſt truſt- 
ech yet till the World bel 
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Gifts : And tho for the molt part Claudias was groſl 


ev d him moſt guilty and 
1 cenſurfrd 


A The Roman Hiſtory. Book I. 
cenſur'd and hated him for theſe Acts, For beſides his 


ſtrange Remiſneſs and Forgetfulneſs in all Things, 


and the great Truſt which he repos d in ſuch impious 
Perſons ; he appear d very Bloody and Cruel himſelf, 
being frequently preſent when Torments were in- 
flicted, and with great Pleaſure beholding the moſt ' 

: & io Cruelties; a thing highly unworthy of his 
ice and Dignity. He was ſo delighted with ſuch. 


O 
Spectacles, that being at the City Tibur, and de- 


ſirous to ſee an Execution, after the ancient Mode, 
upon the want of an Executioner, when the Delin- 
quents were faſten'd to the Stake, he ſent to Rome 


. 


* 


for one, and ſtay'd upon the Place with great pati- 
ence till Night, in Expectation of his coming. Sue 
tonim writes that he put to death thirty five Senators, 


and above three hundred Equites in his Reign, and 


with ſo much Eaſe and Unconcernment, that one 


of his Captains bringing him an Account, That ac- 


_ cording to his Command, ſuch a Conſulary Man WAS exe- 
cuted; he deny'd he had given any ſuch Order, yet 
approv'd of hat had been performd. 


Ludi Secu - In the Seventh Year of.this Emperor's Reign, the 


tare, great Secular Games were exhibited, it being now 
A. D. the 800th Year of the City, and 64 Years after 


49% their Celebration by Auguſtus. In the ſame Year Mef- 


ſalina began to appear more publick in her Wick 
edneſs, and triumphant in her Adulterous Practices, 


in which ſhe now became ſuperlatively Impudent; 
and to enter into all the Particulars of her Mon- 


ſirous Lewdneſs, wol'd be a Scandal to my Story, 


and an Offence to my Reader. She caus'd ſome 
Women to commit Adultery in the very Preſence 
of their own Husbands, raining and deſtroying ſuch 


as refus'd their Compliance; and oftentimes gain d 
the Emperor ignoranily to conſent to her own 
Wickedneſs and his Shame. After ſhe had ſacrific'd 


many of her Gallanrs, who were too deficiently. 


ſerviceable to her unbounded Deſires, the fell paſli- * 
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onately in Love with C. C:lius, the moſt beautiful 
Youith'in all Rome,” whom ſhe oblig d, tho' unwil- 
lingly, to divorce his Wife Fun S lana, an Illu- 


ſtricus Lady, that ſhe might wholly enjoy the Adul- 


terer to her ſelf. Which ſhe did not with Secreſy, 


but with a great Retinue frequented his Houfe, was 
171 8. at bB Side and profuſedly beſtow'd Wealth 
and Honour upon him; and 21 laſt, as tho' For- 
tune had trans fert d the Empire td him, all Atten- 


dants and Imperial Ornaments were daily ſeen at 


the Adulterer's Houſe, After ſome ſpace Silius, be- 
ing apprehenſive of the Dangers in which they had 
involy'd themſelves, told her directly, That Harm- 


leſs Counſels were proper for the Innocent; but audacious 


and deſperate Attempts were the only Security fe 


mp | 1 
and manifeſt Villanies: And after ſome little delibe- 


ration they agreed upon a notorious Expedient, im- 
pudent beyond all Example, and almoſt all Belief ;, 
which was to marry each other while the Emperor 


was alive, relying. upon his ſtupid Blindneſs, and 3 
the tranſcendent Power ſhe had over him. They ' 


waited no longer than for Claudins's Journey to Oftia, 
ſhortly after, at which time they celebrated their. 


Nuptials, with all the uſual Ceremonies, and all the 


Shameleſneſs and Openneſs imaginable ; which 
rais'd great Indignation and Jealouſies among many 
in the City, who refolv'd to diſcover all the Em- 
preſs's Practices to Claudius during his long Stay at 
0fia, but fear d nothing ſo much as his admitting, 
her to make her Defence, becauſe her dextrous Ma- 


nagement of this blockiſh Prince might render their 


Accuſations ineffectual. Narciſſus and Pallas firſt 
made the Diſcovery to him of this infamous Act, 
with an infinite number of other Villanies com- 
mitted by her, which after many Aggravations and 
provoking Incitements, ſome what rouz d him out of 
his drowiy Slumber and Forgetfulneſs; but at the 
lame time threw him into ſuch a dreadful Fright, 
t 1 and 
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and Conſternation, that he oftentimes ask d, V betber 
he was ſtill Sovereign of the Empire or not? and Was as. 
cautious in his Preparations for their Puniſhment, 
a if he were to engage ſome dangerous Enemy, 
In the meantime Meſſalina, never more looſe and 
diſſolute in her laſcivious Frolicksand Debaucheries, 
celebrated with her Lover the Jovial Feaſtsof Bacchus, 
in the time of Vinrage ; the ſwelling Grapes were 


33 A * WS 1 * 0 a . his 1 * Ss Port ths ; * 


Ppreſs d, the Veſſels flow d with delicious Wings, Wo- 
men girt with Skins, danc'd about like Buchanals | ' 
at their Sacrifices; her {ſelf with her Hair. looſely 1 

dancing in the Air, ſhaking a Javelin finely wrap'd 0 

about with Vine Leaves; and Silius hard by, his Body A 
cover'd with Tvy, and his Legs with Buskins, witha 1 =» 
ſhameleſs Company of Singers and Dancers ; all ex- E 
preſling the utmoſt Mirth and Jollity which the Heat 11 
and Extravagance of Humour could produce. In © 
the midſt of it one Valens, an Idiot, is ſaid to have Al 


.climb'd a Tree, and being demanded What be jaw f 21 
_ there, anſwer d, A cruel Storm coming from Oſtia, 1 8 
Vhich caſt a ſudden Coldneſs and Damp upon the. B. 
Minds of the Company. Shortly after which they MY he 
receiy d Intelligence, that the Emperor had made a © W 
Full diſcovery of the whole Matter, and was coming in 
to take his Revenge. All retir'd with great Confuſion ly 
to ſeveral Places, and Meſſalina to the Gardens be- bi 
longing formerly to Lucullus, from whence the ſent M fh 
ner Son and Daughter, Britannicus and Octavia, to Ba 
meet the Emperor, and implore his Mercy, imme- ne 
diately after following them her ſelf; but in vain, of 
ſince Narciſſus and her other Accuſers ſo diverted Clan- m- 
Adius, that he could not attend to her Defence. Silius and ge 
many other of her adulterous Companions were im- 
mediately ſecur'd, and ſhortly after receiv'd the ne 
juſt Reward of their Villanies, among which ſome | na 
were Senators and fome were Players.” All which net 
time Meſſalina in Lucullus's Gardens' endeavour'd by ha- 
all poſſible Methods to prolong her * ask 
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 ſometimesufing prayers and Supplicarions and other 
Anger; and had not 


times ſhewing no leſs Rage an d 
Narciſſus haſten d her Death, ſhe had probably turn d 


the Miſchicf upon her Accuſers Heads: For che 


Emperor having return d from the Executions, and 
allay d his Choler in a Banquet, began to relent, de- 
ferring 


. 
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her Puniſhment till after ſhe had made her 


Defence, Which dejng, prderiood, Narciſſus raſh'd 


-out and order'd the Centurions and Tribunes juſt 


by to execute her immediately, according to the 


Emperor's Commands; who haſtening to the Gar- 
dens, found her extended on the Earth, with her 


Mother Lepida ſuting by her, who perſwaded her, 


not to tarry for the Executioner, ſince 


e could expect nao 


| Other Honour but the killing her ſelf. But ſhe had no 


ſpark of Generoſity left, and her Courage was too My 


enfeebl'd with impure Senſuality to think on ſuch 
an Attempt ; tho at laſt with many cowardly Fears Meſſalina 


and Tremblings ſhe took a Sword from one of the Her Death. 


Soldiers, and put it to her Throat, and then to her 
Breaſt; which. at laſt was pierc'd with a Blow lent 


her by the Tribune; an End ſuitable to one who 
Vas the higheſt in Quality, but the moſt monſtrous - - 


in Impiety of all her Sex. Claudius was immediate- 
ly inform'd of her Death inthe midſt of his Banquet; 
but without the leaſt Queſtion ask d, or Concern 


ſhew'd, he call'd for his Cup, and proceeded in his 
Banquet; and ſo ſtrange was his Inſenſibility, that 


neither the ardent Love he bore her, the Satisfaction 
of the Accuſers, nor the Sadneſs of his Children could 
make him give the leaſt Tokens of Hate, Joy, An- 
| ger, Sorrow, or of any other humane Paſſion or Af- 
fection. And what is ſtill further remarkable, the 
next Day ſitting at his Table, he ask d V Meſſali- 
na came not to the Supper. The like monſtrous Forgetful- 
neſs appear d in many other Inſtances, as when he 
rau perſons, he often 


: Claudius, : 


had condemn'd ſevera 


ask d and ſent for em the next Day. 


g 95 


— 


Claudius Patience to contain himſelf a Nay before the Solem- 


Mice.“ A ample beſides one of his Freed - Men and one of the 


Wee Reman Hiſtory. Bock l. 
Claudius, beingnow a Widower, declar'd publick- 
I, Thar ſince he bad been unforcunare in bis Mean, 
eee ee en e 
not in that Reſolution, he pave his Subjecks leave to kill him. 
But forgetting himſelf ſhortly after, he became ſuch a 
apt ive to the artful Careſſes and great Beauty- of his 
Niece Agrippina, Daughter to his Brother Geranien, 
that in the next meeting of the Senate he taborn'd 
Perſons to move, That he might” be compell'd to PID 

PLA) 


” 


as a Matter of great Importance to the.Common-wealth 
and that according to his Exam ple all Perſons night be per- 
mitted in ſuch” Marriages as till now were Took d upon as 
Inceſtuous. And when this was decreed, he Rad ſcarce 


marries hit nization of the Nuprials but none follow'd his Ex- 
8 


ruppig. Captains of his Guards, at whoſe Nuptials both him- 
ſelt and Agrippina were preſent, for the greater Incou- 
An ragement of thoſe Marriages Which were deteſted by , 
the Romans. Agrippina was a Lady of very great Spirit 
and Underſtanding, of ambitious Deſigns, and Well 
knowing the Weakneſſes and Infir mities of Claudius 
Temper, ſhe ſoon found means to advance her Son 
Domitius Nero, whom ſhe had by her other Husband 
Domitius Enobarbus, procuring him to be marryd 

to Claudiuss Daughter Octavia, which was done ſome 
few Days after her own Marriage. Not long after 
which the Emperor's Favourite Pallas, by her Inſti- 
gation urg'd Claudius to provide for the Safety of the 
Common th, and ſtrengthen the Tatereſt of bis Son Bri- 
tannicus, by his Adoption of young Domitius; for Augu- 

ſtus'e WivesChildren were advanc'd, tho be had Grandſons 

of his own, and Tiberius notavith anding his own Sen 
Druſus, Adepred Germanicus. Thaz be alſo ſbou' d take 

in another, to ſhare, in ſome mea ſure, the Burden of the Em- 

pire with him. This Emperor, who, as Tacitus ſays, 
Had neither Judgment nor Malice, but what was put 
into him, immediately yielded to the Perſwaſion, 
1 „ 3 3 : e 15 — 1 prefer- 

: LEE, 82 


5 


4 2 ry M 2 
al 


* 


Chap HII. C L AUPEHUS V. 19 


ck- | preferring Domitius before his own Son Britannic;; 
;.be and made a Speech upon that account to the Senate, 
#4 Which he had receiv'd from Pallas. Great Thanks 
4 were return'd to Claudius, and exquiſite Flatteries us d 


ba to Damitius, and a Decree made by which he ſhou'd 
his be accounted of the Claudian Family, and call d Clay- 
cw, dias Nero; and likewiſe that Agrippina ſhou'd be ſur- \ 
nd nam'd Auguſta. This was done in the ninth Year of 
„% Claudius Reign; in which Year he baniſh'd all the 
th. jews from Rome, by reaſon of thete being continual- 

ly in an Uproar and Tumult upon the Account of 
; os che new Religion of the Chriſtians, as Suetonim aſſures 
xce us; and many are of Opinion, that under the Name 
m-, of Fews. the Chriſtians were likewiſe expelld. in 
Ex- this Year alſo were ſome Conqueſts made in Mau- 
the Wl 1itania and thoſe Parts, which were made into two 
m- Tributary Provinces, one calFd Mauritania Cæſarien- 
ou- , now the Kingdom of Fez. and Mauritania Ningi- 


by sa, now the Kingdom of Morocco. 


* . 
P 


irit In the tenth Year of Claudius Reign, the Britains A. D. 

rell revolted, and upon the Arrival of P. Oforias, Pro- 51. 
uss Prætor in thoſe Parts, grew more confident than be- Further 
on fore, contemning Him as a Perſon of no Military G , ; , 
nd Experience. But he well knowing, that the firſt A- Britain, 
y'd Aion wou'd either encourage or diſhearten em, vi- 
me zoroully attack d ſuch as were up in Arms, and diſ- 
ter pers d em, proceeding to dilarm all whom he had 
{ti- © reaſon to ſuſpect; but the Iceni, the Inhabitants of 
the che preſent Counties of Suffolk, Northfolk, Cambridge, 
ri- and Hunting don, à powerful Nation, refuſing to 1 8 

zu- mit, gain d others over to their Party, and encam- 

ns ping upon commodious Ground, engagd with the 
Romans, Were at laſt overthrown. but with the great- _ 


den | ' th th oF 
10 er Bloodſhed, by reaſon Of their Deſpair of Pardon. 
„. By this Overthrow of the 1ceni, many others, beſore 


ys, [| undetermin'd, were reduc'd to Obedience, and Ofo- 4 
zur I 7:45 led his Army againſt the Cangi, a People about 
on, ¶ the ih Sea; and waſting their Territories, had pals d 


} 


by : 


%%% 4 . 1 
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almoſt to the Ocean, When he was, recall'd by the In- 
ſurrections of the Brigantes, a People on the North df 
England, and having deſtroy'dtheprinci al Revolters, 
the Rebellion was extinguiſh'd.” But the Silure, the 
S  Tnhabitants of South Wales, wou'd by no Methods be 


_ allur'd_ or diſcourag'd from proſecuting the War 2. 
gainſt the Romans, relying upon their own-Conrages, 
and the Valour and Bravery of their great-General 
Caractacus, who having waded through numerous pe- 


he was juſtly preferr'd before all the Britiſh Com- 
mmmanders; and by his Policy and Conduct remov'd 

= rhe Scat ofthe War into the Territories of the Ord- 
2  _ wices, the Inhabitants of North-Wales, as more con- 
venient for his Deſigns, by reaſon of the Rocks and 
Mountains. Here at the approach of the Romans, Ca- 
ractacus in a Speech to his Soldiers told em, That thu 

| | Battle ſbou'd either eſtabliſh their gloriam Liberty, or confirm 
= 1 their perpetual Seryitude , and that they ought to remem- 
_ : ber the . who had driven Julius 
| Cela from this Ifle ; by whoſe Valour they were happy 


— ;! EE EO Satan 


© "deliver'd from Axes and Tributes ; and to whont they ow 
.. the Enjoyment of their unviolated Wives and Children, 
But as nothing cou'd withſtand the Force of the Ro- 
man Legions, the Britains, tho they had confiderable 
Adyvantages in the beginning of the Battle, hy rea- 
ſon of their Intrenchments, were after an obſtinate 
Fight entirely routed, and the Wiſe and Daughter of 
Caractacus, taken Priſoners, his Brothers ſyrrendring 
"themſelves ſhortly after: Caradtacus himſelf flying to 
Cartiſ mandua Queen of Brigantes, was treache- 
rouſſy bound and deliver'd up to the Conquerors, 
after nine Years brave Reſiſtance of the Romans, by 
which he had gain'd great Fame and Renown. | 
Ceractacis was brought to Rome, where all were de- 
fſirous of ſeeing the Perſon, who had ſo long con- 
_. temn'd their Forces, and the People were aſſembled 
1 rat theSight of ſome publick Games and SpeRacles; 
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rils and Difficulties, had gain'dſuch Reputation, that 


Er — eee Order, and he 
kel ſeated on his Tribunal; the Caprive Princes, 
Vaſſals, and Retinue going feſt: the Capariſons, and 


was broug 
Habit. The 


after many Srrug Aung, 1 ve! 
pires _ 


muſt needs” truckle to ber; 


another Seat hard by; and 
and Thanks, as they had given to tie Emp 5 
citus ſays, that this was the firſt Time that ever 4 


others Spoilsof War followed after; then his Brothers, 
his Wife and Daughter; 
it before the Pet 


in a very remarkable 


ny ng down his Heat 
before the Tribunal with a noble Bravery 


ſpoke thus: If my oe in Profp 
qual to my No ty and Fortune, Thad: 
Friend into this City 


come rather as 4 
than a Captive; nor mond you ba de 


diſdain d to have receiv'd me with ere, of Peace ant 
Alliance, Veing a Prince ee from Nluſtrious prou- 
genitors, and an #bſolute' 


ommunder over many Nations. 
My preſent Fortune, d it if to me lou- and diſhonourable, fo 
"it 1 glorious and magnificent. T have been Maſter 6 


2 orſes, Men, Arms and Wealth ; bat wonder 1 it, # 


„ Joer it follow that the World 


and without Oppoſition, neither 


be a perpetual Example of your Clemenep. Upon 
meſs Wort 22 genere ily pardon d him, his 


Wife and Brothers; and being all unbound, they 


paid their Reverence to 4 o ſet aloft on 


ee her the like Praiſes 


Woman ſat amon ong the Roman Standards; but the, in 
Juſtification cal d her ſelf Partner o that Empire her 
Anceſtors had gain d by their Valou-. 


and laff of all, he himſelf 


e Prayers which the reſt made to rhe Em- 
ror were mean and Lervile; but Caractacus neither 


nor craving Mercy wien 
bad Kew - 


off ew all I Rome . 


＋ I had yielded immediately, 1 
"my e Dy '4 have been 
remarkable, nor your Glory memorable ; and Oblivion wou'ld . 
_—_ drr, d my Puniſhment.” But if you ſpare” my Life, 


„ Tas 


frer this the Se- 
nate Was Menbled” where the Fathers made many _ 
commendatory Speeches concerning the Captivity of 
es ak 3 . L 1% no l. honourable vi 
* 


waz I )be Roman Heſtory. Book J. iN ( 
-when the great cipio 1 whe Syphax and Amilius per- { 

ſius; and Ofterias, was decreed Triumphal Ornaments „ 

he being ſtill in Britain. But now his Fortune began ſ 7 
to change, either from his own Remiſſneſs, or the th 
Enemies Diligence, who ſuddenly got to Arms, and N of 
-almoſt intirely cut off choſe Troops defign'd for the N w 
pbridling of the Silures; which Advantage, and ſome Þ ,;, 
others, caus daa new Revolt of ſeveral other Nations, C,, 
not long after Which Offorius, ſpent with Care and „, 
Labour, dy d. In whoſe Place Clauduis ſent 4. Didi. MY, 

#5, Who found Affairs in an ill Poſture; but the B- Ch 
tains afterwards having Civil Conteſts, were ſeveral MW - 
times. overthrown, and than more eaſily kept under. 
Agrippina The Empreſs Agrippina in the mean time was indu- 
ue Defgns ſtriouſly contriving to raiſe her ſelf to the higheſt De- 
| .gree of Greatneſs, as well as to ſecure the Succeſſion 
of the Empire to her Son Nero; and her Ambitioncar- 
xy d her the further, by reaſon of her being Daughter, 
"Siſter, and Wife to an Emperor, and was now endea- 
vouring to be Mother alſo. She had already procur d 
the Deaths of ſome Roman Ladies, who had been her 
Rivals for her Marriage with Claudius, not withſtand- 
ing they were favour d by Narciſſus and Calixtus; and 
to make her Reputation and Authority more conlpi- 
cauous tothe Provincesand Foreigners, ſhe command- 
e ad a Colony to be planted at Ubium on the Rhine, 
where ſhe, was born, calling it Colonia Agrippina, now 
Cologni.; To facilitate his Son's. Advancement, the 
had, beſides his Marriage and Adoption, procur'd 
 Amnew' Seneca to be recall'd from Baniſhment, and 
the Pravorſhip; to be given him, together with the 
Care; and Tuition of her Son: which Reſtoration 

and Advancement ſhe knew wou d be grateful to the 
People, ho highly eſteem d him for his great Learn- 
ing and eminent Morality. She was likewiſe ſenſible 
that hex Son might receive great Advantages from 
ſuch a Maſters and ſhe was fo ambitious of his Suc- 


ceeding in che Empire, that when it was told hes by 
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1ents ¶ ror, but au be the Cauſe of her Death, ſhe anſwer d, 


egan Let him, fo be but Reigns.. But ſhe durſt not level at 


r the WW char Mark while Geta and Criſpinus, both Favourers 
and IN of Rritannicus, continu d Captains of the Guard; 


the © which caus d her to inſinuate to the Emperor, That | 


ome the Guard was divided into Factions through the ambitious 


ions, Contentions of the two Captains for ſuperiority; and that 


E LDL V. 123 
Per- ſome Oracle or Augur, That ber Son ſhould be Empe- : 


and ¶ vue Diſcipline uind be better preſerv d if the Soldiers © 
Didi- ¶ vere commanded by one alone. Upon which the whole 


 Bri- Ef Charge of the Prætorian Cohorts was transferr d to 


veral Wl 4franivs: Burrbus, A Perſon of great Fame in Military 
1der. I Affairs, yet well knowing by whoſe: Favour and 


ndu- W practice he was advanc'd to this poſt. From that 


De · ¶ Time the Empreſs ſhew d more Command and Au- 


Mon N thority chan ever, and frequently enter d the Capi- 
\Car- col in a Chariot; an Honour and Privilege only al- 


nter, MWlow'd to thoſe of the Sacerdotal Order 
dea- W In the following Lear, which was the Eleventh 
gur d of this Reign, Claudius fniſh'd his vaſt Work former- 
1 her Ny mention d in the Lake Fuſinus; but before the 
and. MWater was let out, he order d a Naval Battel to be 


and ¶pought there chiefly by Slaves and Perſons condem- 
nſpi· ned to Death or Baniſhment, promiſing Liberty and 


and- Nkewards to the Conquerors. Fifty Galleys were 
eine, Nus' d for this purpoſe, according to Dion, and Nine- 
een Thouſand Men, being cqually divided, and 
beautifully adorn d with Banners, Flags, and Stream- 
ers of various Colours; one Party being call'd Sicili- 
ant, and the other Rhodians. To ſee this remarkable 
pectacle ; there came infinite Multitudes of People 
rom all parts of Italy, and from other Countries, 
which cover d the Banks of the Lake, and all the 
Hills and Mountains within view, making it appear 
like a vaſt Amphitheatre; where the Emperor Claus: 
dus, with Agrippina and Nero, were conveniently 
cared, moſt alagoully attir'd in Gold and precious 
ones. The Perſons appointed for the Fight, cry- 
1445 37 7 b 0 SE CC ge we 


earn- 
1(ible 
from 
Suc- 
r by 
ſome 
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*, . Ren b Redl 
ing out, Farewell good Emperor, we dying Perſons ſalute N vt 
Jon, Claudius ridiculouſly anſwered them in their ly 
-own Language, Farewel 0 you alſo , by which words, I fa. 
imagining he had excus d them from any further 121 
Danger, they ſtood ſtill by conſent, reſolving not to I on 
engage. Which ſo enrag'd the Emperor, that he ne 
. . deliberated whether he ſhould deſtroy em all by Fire I hir 
or Sword. But, leaping from his Seat, partly by glu 
© Threats,” and more eſpecially by Promiſes,” he pre. do 
_  wai'd;" fo the Battel began with grear Reſolution I Th 
and Obſtinacy, theſe poor Men hacking and wound-W xif 
ing each other moſt miſerably, in hopes of Liberty 
and Honour, and this Continu'd the greateſt part off 
the Day, till one Party overcame the other, and ſo 
ended this cruel Paſtime, and chargeable Vanity. 
Claudius, inthe Twelfth Year of his Reigh reſtord 
the Rhodians to their former Liberty upon their hum- 
ble Repentance, and freed the Inhabitants of un 
from all Cuſtoms and Tributesas being the Originals 
of the Roman Progenitors. Young: Nero pleaded the 
CQauauſes of both Cities, whoſe Mother Agrippina now 
became more haughty and imperious than ever, ſo 
that ſhe gain'd the Envy and Hatred of the Empe- ; gr 
© .ror's Favourites, and the Diſeſteem of Claudius hin unf 
ſelt, who, notwithſtanding his ſtrange Inſenfibility 807 
began to repent of his Marriage with her, and thꝰ our 
Adoption of her Son. Which Agrippina {gon dif: Fr 
cCoverid by his unuſual Favours to Britannicus, and 17 
by what he accidentally declar'd when he was heat yan; 
ed with Wine, That be had ever been unfortunate in bill the! 
_ » Wives, but none of em bad eſcap d unpuniſi d. Where witt 
upon Agrippina ſoon determin'd to procure her Huſſ rann 
bands Death by Poyſon, but was very doubtful whalll Imay 
kind to uſe; a ſtrong Poyſon ſhequdg'd would mak tain 
ber Villany too apparent; and a ſlow one migęhi fters 
give the Emperor opportunity of diſcoyering ſo muc 
of her Practices, as to prevent her Son's Succeſſion 
till at laſt ſhe reſolvd upon ſome ſingular m_ 
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gluttonous Debauches,. thruſt a poyſon She pol 
down his Throat, which ſhortly after ended his Life. Claudius. 


ound the moſt 


which might diſtract his Senſes, and not coo ſudden- 
ly end his. Life. For this the Wanted not her Aſſi- | 
ants, who infus'd the Poyſon into ſome Muſhrooms, 

2 Diſh which Claudius lov d beyond meaſure; but that 
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only making him ſick, Agrippina ſuddenlyſent for Xe 0 


nephon' her Phyſician, who upon pretence of making 
him Vomit, according to his uſual Cuſtom. after his 
yion'd Feather She 


s was the untimely End of Claudius Ceſar, the 
Years, Eight Months, and twenty Days, in the Sixty 


for his Studies, having beſides his writing ſeveral Pie- 
ces, added three Letters to the Latin Alphabet, which, 
continu'd in uſe no longer than his Reign. The State 
and Greatneſs of the Roman Empire was not much 


| impair d in this Reign; but the City and the Nobility. 


were ſeverely oppreſs d, and barbarouſly treated; and 
the exorbitant Vices of the Emperor juſtly brought 
upon him his unnatural Death, and ſuch a Death as 
ſeem d proper to his unſatiable Glutrony, which in 

a great meaſure had ſtupify d him, and made him 
unfit for Government, His Death happen d in the 


Fifth Emperor of Rome, after a Reign of Thirteen 


fourth Year of his Age; a Perſon moſt remarkable - 


807th Year, of the City, 55 Years after the Birth of 


our Saviour; and 22 after his Crucifixion, 


III. Thus all things had contributed to the Ad- AD: 


vancement of young Nero; and immediately after 
the Death of Claudius, Agrippina, as one overwhelm'd 
with the Violence and Extremity of Grief, held Bri- 
tannicus faſt between her Arms, calling him the dear 


| Image of his Father's Face, and by many Artifices de- 


tain d him in the Chamber, doing the like to his Si- 


ſters Antonia and Octavia, placing a ſtrong Guard at 
every Door and Paſſage, and often publiſhing, that 


the Emperor was ſtill in a hopeful Condition, till nne 


proper Time of the Day for che ef- 
V 


2 


ME 1 ch 


I der 8 Then the Sib 5 Were Cit) 
ſuddenly ſer open, and Nero accompanied with Burr. End 
hus, Prefect of the Prætur hin Gu 5 1 went gur to the mis 
Cohort then attehding, WHO at che Command of ſtitu 
Burrbus, receiv'd him with loud Acclamarions, tho” Act 
not without forthe Enquiries after: Britain, and con 
Carried him in a Charrior to the reſt of the COHorts,. amc 
There Nero having made a Speech proper for the I ratir 
Time, and promiſed a Donati ve according to the Ex-. and 
ample of former Emperors; he Was ſaluted Emperor; I fion: 
and ſhortly after, this Sentence was confirm d by a ; nity 
Decree of Senate; nor was there any great Scruple ies 
made of it in the Provinces. Then to ſew an éxtta- I fuch 
ordinary Reſpect to the late Emperor, his, Obſequies ¶ Juſt! 
were celebrated with as much Pomp and Solemnity I brou 
as thoſe of the Great Auguſtus, Agrippina imitating the I Srea 
Magnificence of her great Grandmother Tibia: Tho” | 
Claudius was thus unreaſonably honour'd by Agrippi- 
na and her Son, and evenCanoniz'd amongthe Gods, the 
yet they refus d to have his Will read publickly, ac- beer 
cording to the uſual Cuſtom ; juſtly conceiving that I Than 
his unnatural Carriage to his own Son Britannicus ner, 
wou d provoke the Indignation of the People. New I fip: 
himſelt pronounc'd his Funeral Oration, and while Nanyt 
he ſpake of the Antiquity of bis Famih und tb Conſulſſip: ent 
and Triumpbs of bis Anceſtors,” all were very attentive ; his fi 
_* as likewite whenhe ſpake of his Lowe to the Liberal Sci- ene 
ences, and that during his Government the Commonwealth 41d, 
2245 not injur'd by Foreign Power : But when he deſcen- Bur 
died to bi Prudence and Wiſdom, no Man cou'd with- ite 
hold their Laughter; tho*the Oration compos'd by 
Seneca ſhew'd the exquiſite Skill of that Man's plea- Auth 
fant Vein, finely recon made/ to the Bars of that Illes; 


Time. Bur ſome Perſons made / Reflections of a dif- Mam 
ferent kind, namely, That Neto was the firſt Emperor 
of Rome that needed the Eloquence of another Man. 
Nero, tho but Seventeen Years of Age, began his Your 

be... with the ins hid and Sari hon ofthe 


City, 


— 
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City, which conceiv d great Hopes from his outward 
Endeavours to ſerve the Publick. For firſt, he pro- 
mis'd to goverxm according to the wiſe Rules and In- 
h in Words and 


ſtitutions of Auguſtus, and began bo 


1 


2 
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Actions to ſhew himſelf Juſt, Liberal, and Merciful; 5 


conferring Favours, dividing large Sums of Money, 


among the People and Prætorian Soldiers, and mode- 
rating the Impoſitions and Tributes of the Provinces; 


and to the Senators, who were poor, he aſſign'd pen- 


ſions, uſing all Men with fuch Courteſie and Huma- 


nity, as there ſeem'd no Reaſon to fear thoſe Miſe- 
ries that afterwards follow'd. He hkewile ſhew'd_ 
ſuch great Clemency and Pity in the execution of 


Juſtice and Puniſhments, that when a Warrant was 


brought to him to ſign for a Condemn'd Perſon, with | 


great Concern he ſaid, Mou d to Heaven that I knew 
not how to write ! Which Words are much extolFd bx 
his Maſter Seneca. The Senate giving him Thanks for 
the Juſtneſs and Regularity of his Adminiſtration, 
he reply'd with ſingular Modeſty, Pray defer your © 
Ae e in like man- 
ner, all Men, with exceeding Civility and Friend- 
ſhip, and in his Sports and Exerciſes he permitted 


Thanks till I deſerve em. 


any to be preſent; ſo that it ſeem'd as if Heaven had 155 


{ent the Romans ſuch a Prince as they defir'd ; and 
his firſt five Years Government was fo excellent in 
general, that the Famous Emperor Trajan afterwards 
laid, That for that Space all Governments came ſbort of bic. 


But a great part of this is rather to be attributed to the 


wife Conduct of Burrbus and Seneca; which two were 


chis young Emperor's Guides and Governors, in equal 
Authority, and bearing equal Share in divers Facul 


Indies; Burrbas in Military Diſcipline and Gravity of 


Manners; Seneca in Precepts of Eloquence and Cour- 


teous Demeanor; aſſiſting each other in their Charge, 


the more effectually to reſtrain the Imperfections of 


Youth with honeſt and lawful Diverſions, whenever 
Vertueſhou'd loſt itsnative Power and Authority. 2 x 
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Care was equally employ d alſo in curbing the fierce 
and violent Temper of Agrippina, who boiling with 
the Ambitious Deſires of Rule and Dominion, had 

daeſtroy d Silanus, Proconſul of Aſia, and Narciſſus ; 


the former without the Emperor's Knowledge, and 


the latter without his Conſent. But her haughty and 
imperious Carriage began in no long time tò alienate 
the Affection of her Son, at leaſt ſo far as to abate 


„ 5 her Exorbitant Power and Authority; and to her he 


few d his firſt Reſentments; tho' ſhe had given him 
not only Birth, but Dominion alſo, for which ſhe had 

-  Jacnific'd both her Conſcience and Honour. The 
fiſt Occaſion was his falling in Love with Adte, a 
mean enfranchis d Woman, which rais'd great Jea- 
louſie in Agrippina, Who dreading the Extravagant 
Power of a Concubine, us'd all Methods to prevent 
the Effects of growing Paſſion; but Nero, by the 
aſſiſtance of Otho and Claudius Pbænicius, two Perſons 
lately advanc'd in his Favour, found means to obtain 


other remarkable Accidents that follow d, wherein 
be manifeſted his Hatred and Diſobedience to his 
Mother, Who till now had a tranſcendent Power 
Over him, as well as others. VVV 
7 Axrippine inding the Diſpoſition of her Son, at- 
_ tempted by all poſſible Methods to recover his Fa- 
vour, ſometimes by Authoritative Counſels and In- 
ſtructions; and other times by Servile Entreaties and 

_ Flatreries; till Nero ſhortly after diſplacing her chief 
Favourite Pallas, ſhe fell into the extreameſt Rage 
imaginable ; and the more to terrifie him, told him 

_ That Britarinicus, à true and worthy Prince, was now in a 
Condition to receive his Fathers Empire, which at preſent 
was Ppofſeſsd. by an Impeſtor ; threatning to go to the 
Camp, and lay open all the Villanous Practices of 
her unfortunate Family, invoking likewiſe all the In- 
fernal Furies to her Aſſiſtance. Theſe furious Mena- 
ces put Nero in great fear of a Competitor, if ae 


* <a < 


235 


5 


ay 


boſs of his Empire; and to free himſelf from all Jea- 
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loufies, he appointed a Poyſon for Britannicus, which 
was given him with thegreateſt ſecrecy, but had not 


its intended Effect. Whereupon Nero had recourſe 
to a ſecond Potion much ſtronger than the former; 


which was dexterouſly adminiſter'd to this young 


Prince in a publick Banquet, and fo ſuddenly ſpread Britanni- 
through his Veins, that at once his Speech and Spi- 
Tits forſook him. The Spectators were all amaz d Nero. 


and Agrippina and Oclavia in a great Fright and Con- 
uſton ; but Nero leaning unconcern'dly upon the 


_ Fable, aſſuring the Company, That it was aſual for 


bim to be ſeiæ d with ſueb Epileptick Fits, ſo they need not 
doubt his Recovery; the reſt, for different Ends and 


Purpoſes, diſſembl'd their Griefs, compos d their 


- 


cus po- 
ſon d by 


Countenances, and after ſome Silence the Mirth of 


the Banquet began again. Britramnicus was privately 
bury'd that tame. Night, his mean Funeral being 


eee vi eps Agrippina, tho almoſt in a de- 
pairing Condition, ſtill ' contended with her Son, 


entertaining the Tribunes and Centurions with all 
Courteſy, and honouring the Names and Vertues of 


the Nobility in Town, as tho! ſhe had ſought for a 
Head to raiſe a Faction. Whereupon Nero laying 


aldeall Honour and Reſpect, commanded her Guard . 


of Germans to be taken from her, and her ſelf to be 
lodg d out of the palace, forbidding particular Per- 
ſons to viſit her; and he himſelf went very rarely to 
ſee her, and then with great Coldneſs and ſmall E- 
teem ſhewn to her, either in reſpect of Nature or 
Quality. And being thus in Ditgrace, as it uſual 
after ſuch Misfortunes, moſt of her Friendsabandon d 


her ; and ſhortly aſter Fulis Silans, Wife to the f- 


d her of conſpi ing againſt 


mous Silius, falily accus 


her Son, and that ſhe was about marrying to Rubillins| 
Plautius, a. Perſon deſcended from Auguſtus by his 
Mather, and making him Emperor. This brought | 
Agrippina into great * till the Accuſation 5 3 
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aiſcover'd to be all Forgery and Falſtiood, arid Full, 
baniſh'd Which ſlight Puniſhment gave enpoufage- 
ment to a mercenary Fellow, call'd Petrus, to accuſe 
Pallas and Burrbus of endeavouring to depoſe' Nero, 
and toſet up Cornelius Sylla for Emperor; hut his Ac- 
cufations appearing to have no Foundation, he ani 
His Accomplices were baniſh'd, All this paſs d in the 
ſecond Year of Nero's Reign; in the latter end vl 
which Tear, or two Years after, St. Paul was brought © 
Priſoner to Rome, by the Command of Fr, Go- I 7 
vernor of Fudæa, who ſucceeded Fælix, Brother ro 
Pallas, who had been ſent thither by Claudius” © * 
As Nero increas'd in Years, ſo his Vices and Extra- 
vagancies became more conſpicupus; and now di- ch 
veſting himſelf of his Majeſty and Quality; he fre- 1 
quently ran about the City by Night, diſguis'd in the of: 
Habir of a Slave, entring. Taverns and infamous 
Houſes, with ſome lewd Companions, te per- Tots 
Tons, and committing many Inſolencies in the Streets, 3 
ſometimes to the danger of his own Life. And as the ps 
Vices and Follies of Princes, tho condemn'din their K 
Abſence, are generally excus d, and often applauded 
in their Preſence: ſo Nero's Favourites endeavour'd 7 fi 
hot to withdraw him from chefe Extravagancies, but ha 
only advis d him to take care of hisPerfon, and not jet 
ro go without a Guard; by which means they were iſ 7, © 


4 


the occaſion of far greater Riots and Diſorders than falls 
before: And from theſe Practices of the Emperor, 1 © 
great numbers of profiigate young Perſons took oc- 
cahon to do the like; fo that infinite Violences were 
committed by him and them, which rais'd no ſmall | 
Tumults and Diſturbances in the City; tho in other 
Matters good Order was ſtill obſerv'd, and Juſtice 
regularly adminiſter'd ;and the People bore the Mi 
_chicts and Levities of the young Emperor with grea- 
ter Patience, by reaſon of his bouncitul Diſfribntions 
of Money, and his aboliſhing certain Taxes and Im- 
poſitions. The Provinces were alto kept in 5 
| J 5 Or er, 
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Order, and at pr eſent there was no Action or Wars LS 
but in the Eaſt againſt the Parthians, who having ex- | 

 pell'd Rhadamiftus Out of Armenia, whom Claudius had 
plac d over that Kingdom, they invaded Armenia 
with great Vigour. Domitius Corbulo, a worthy Com- 
mander, was thereupon ſent for the Security of that 
4 who for two or three Years perform d no- 
thing memorable, by reaſon of the Partbiaus pro- 
tracting and deferring the War. But afterwards 7i- 
ridates, Brother to Vologeſus King of Partbia, reſol- 
ving to endeavour for ther Crown, and the Armeni- 
ens being inclinable to receive him, Corbulo immedi- 
ately enter'd upon Action, took-ſeyeral Forts, and in- 
veſted Artaxata, the Metropolis of the Country; and 
tho the Inhabitants open'd the Gates to him, and 
by that means ſavd their own Lives, yet they coud 
not ſave the City, which being not tenable, was 
burnt and demoliſh'd, Upon this Succeſs Nero was 
ſaluted Imperator, Statues and Triumphal Arches erect- 
ed and Proceſſions made, withſeveral other Honours 
deriv d from the extravagant Flatteries of the Senate; 
ſothat C. Caſſizs, one of the Fathers, ſpeaking of the 
Proceſſions, ſaid, That if they would give the Gods . 
Thanks for ſo many Favours of Fortune, the aubole Tear 
0 would not be ſufficient for the Proceſſnm. 
he Nero now in the fifth Year of his Reign, aban= 
in don'd himſelf to Senſuality without Diltinction; 
" falling in Love with Poppæa Sabina, Wife ro his 
Ir, rn, Lada — M hb 
- I grear Favourite Orbo, afterwards Emperor, a Ladx 
of great Beauty and Endowments, but of no Re- 
putation nor Chaſtity; and that he might enjoy 
er ber without any Obſtacle, he ſent her Husband in- 
do Spain, to be Governor of Luſitania, and yielded 
himſelf wholly to Poppæas Charms, forgetting and 
+. abhorring his own Wife Octavia, and likewiſe his 
s Miſtreſs, 4#e. Whereupon Poppæs became ſo ele- 
nated wich the infamous Favours ſhe receiv'd, that 


1 . q | ö 1 ul 
ar be inſolently urg d che Emperor to divorce Oct = 
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Cc. ii marry * 1 him 48 2 Pupil, 8 205 
only Wanted Command and Authority, hut alſo Liberty, in- 
cenſing him likewiſe againſt his Mother, who vigo- 
rouſly ſupported OFavia's Intereſt © and amongother 
Methods to regain her Son's Favour, when he Was 
heated with Wine, the offered the deteſtable Uſe of 
her Body ro him; from which he was diverted by 
See ſome Aurhors do not clear him of the Fa 
However, b * ar of Pappæa s Practices, and his own 
Wickedneſs, he reſolved upon his Mother's Death, 
beginning wich Poyſons, Which three times proved 
iüneffectual, by reaſon of her Antidotes and Preſerva- 
| tives. Aﬀer which/he'invented a Ship ſo artificially 
contrived, as ĩt ſhould ſuddenlz y ſplit 3 +. two. and let 
her periſh in the Water; then Ailembling a Recon. 
ciliation, he cauſed her to fail to the Coaſts of Cala. 
ria, under colour of ſome publick Solemnities in 
Which he himſelf was aſſiſtant. Nero finding this Plot 
ineffectual alſo, ſne her ſelf eſcaping, when 5 of 
her Company periſhed, now fefolved to put her to 
Death openly; and for that Reaſon he cauſed'a Re- 


port to be ſpread, That- ſhe had: conſpired againſt his Hf „ 


and a Poynard was dropt at his Feet by one 
tended a Command from Agrippina to diſpatch kim 
Under which falſe pretext, he commanded certain 
Tribunes to murder her, who upon their unſhearh- 
. ing their Swords, Authors write, That 'Agy;ppins 
Aprippi- Thewing em her Belly, cry d, Strike me bete; 
42 bs Part has deſerved it, ſinceit hat conoti uo and brow t forth 
Nero ſuch s Monſter as Nero, and immediately expit'd with 
Order. the Wounds ſhe receiv'd:: Andithir Nero came im- 
4 mediately after to view his Dead Morher, and I 
gazing upon her naked Body, asif it had bee thato 
-Beaſt; praiſing and diſprailing her feveral Parts and 
Members, according to his judgment, adding withal, 
That be did not think ſhe had been fo beau l. Ants Was 
the fatal End of Agrippina a Woman who by mas ex. 
honor og hrs app A and abr a numero 


Ky 2-308 1 © 85 3 "3 ? * ALES 


* 
» 
* . o 
A « 
* » 


; for this 


ET ²˙¹·• ww m 


5 


125 8 ; a a 
„ 7 ; : & 5 Bo. 1 | = 
' ; 5 * «7 1 k 3 : * 2 5 f 
- E * ? 1 3 "age oth > | - HE 5 . oP "oy" * x g - 9 ? 


Train of deteſtable Vices and Villanies had drawn 
this ſtrange Puniſhmenr upon her ſelf, which was 
the greater Judgment, as proceeding trom the Im- 


pious Hands of her on ͤ Son the Horror of which 
Fact, became a Scourge to his Mind, he often con- 


henſions of his Mother's Ghoſt, and tormented by the 
7a Furies. n . „„ A * 1 Eh of 


* 


Nero the next day vindicated this Act before the 
Senate, laying many heavy Crimes to his Mother's 


Charge; and the Fathers not only excus d, but al- 


ſo applauded the Heed; nay, to ſuch a ſordidneſs 


of Spirit, were the Senate and People degenerated, 
chat when he entered the City that day, they met 
him with as much Pomp and Solemnity, as if he 
had return'd from ſome great Victory, many Vows 


and Sacrifices being made for the Emperor's eſcaping 


ſo great a. Treaſon. Hereupon he grew exceſſive 
Proud, as Lord over fo many Slaves, and ſeeing him 
ſelf at Liberty, and free from any Reſtraint, he gave 
the Reins to his brutal Appetite, abandoning him- 

ſelf to all kinds of Extravagances and Vices, ſuch 


as were never practisd by a Prince, and ſcarce con- 


ceived by a Man. He now debaſed himſelf ſo much, 
as to become a Stage-Player, learning that Art, and 


frequently acting a part before the whole City: _ 


And in this he had ſo high an Opinion of himſelf, 


that he generally procured great Numbers of Noble- * 


men and young Ladies to be preſent when ever 

he played his part. But Singing was his principal De- 

light and Excellency, and he was ſo careful of his 

Voice, that he many times refuſed to eat, leſt it ſiould 
receive any Damage ; and he often purged himſelf, 

and made uſe of > 


Stage, no Man was permitted to depart the Theatre 
upon any Occaſion, tho never ſo urgent; inſomuch 


thar it is written, that Women were delivered there. 


* 


13 


feſſing, That be was frequently diſturb'd by the 1 
Fer- 


| ch Potions as were uſual for tlie 
beſt Singers in thoſe times. While he ſung upon the Ir? 
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Druides, whoſe ancient Seats were in this Iſland, alſo 


their General, they broke through, diſſipate 


this Furious Com 295 and deſtroy d their Su P 
ods and Groves,. a Garriſon being plac'd in 


— 
* 


ous Woods and en being 
that Iſland. During Suetonius s ſtay in this Iiland, Pra- 


ſutagus King of the Iceni, provok'd by the Cruelty of 

the Roman Centuripns and Slaves, who ſcourg'd his 
Wife Boadicia, deflowr'd his Daughters, and ruind 
his Subjects, took up Arms, and caus d a general Re- 


ges, they us d ſo much Diligence, that in a few Days 
they lew-70000 Rm, inleveral Places. The News 


of this great Diſaſter baſtenedthe march of Suetonius, 
who having an Army of ooo well diſciplin'd Men, 
reſolv'd to hazard a Battel with all Expedition, and 
chuſing an advantageous Poſt, waited the coming 
down ofthe Enemy, which was ſhortly after, underthe 
Conduct of Queen Boadicia her ſelf. She with her two 
Daughters in her Chariot, rode about to the Compa- 


nies telling em, That it bad been uſual Rs che Bri- 


rams to ght under the Conduct of Woman, but ſhe Was now. 
ina different Capacity than her Anceſtors, being not to fight: 


or a: Kingdom, but as one of the inferior ſort to revenge hen 


boſs Liberty, her own diſhonourable Stripes, and the violated  .. 


Chaſtity of her Daughters. - That the Lufts of the Romans 


defitd.. Therefore ſhe ber ſelf was reſolv d to obtain Vietory 
or Death, 4s ſhe :4s a Woman ; but the Men, if they 


were now become ſo exorbitant, that they left no Virgin un-" 


pleas'd, might chuſe Life and Slavery Suetonius on te 
other fide, encourag d his Men nor to be diſheartned 


at the Enemies Numbers, and advancing with great 


Bravery, ſoon overthrew the diſorderly Troops of the 
Britains, Who wanted not the Courage but Diſcipline 
of renown'd Soldiers. Some write that not leſs than 
and the more by rea- 


80900 of the Britain were ſlain, { 
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pouring out moſt” dreadfnl Execrarions. Thele at 
rl di n Romans, but being animated by 


3 


tation of Victory, 


ſhorty after into cheſe parts, 

10 4 Peace in a little Time: 100 
Nero the mean time procee ed th his Pnarmitis 

and Cruehies, .the Cares of Bur/had and Seneca no- 

5 5 Ng availing ; and in the ninth Year of his Reign, 

- 

Neos Order, which ſo weaken'd the Intereſt and Au- 

thority of the other, that ſeeing himſelf deſpis d. he 


The FEE Ber 


kable Victory, together with the New Supplies ſent 


ormer dy d, not without Suſpicions of Payſon by 


deſir'd Permiſſion of the Emperor to withdraw him- 


ſelf, likewiſe offering to deliver up his large Eſtate, 
Which. had created him ſo much Envy 
having learnt and practis d the Art of D Paal 0h, 
under Colour of Reſpect, deny d his petition; and Se- 
neca from that time auer his Courſe of Life, admit- 


but New 


ted of fewy Viſits, and always appear'd: with a ſmall 


ries cot 
Pa, an 
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Retinue. He no unjuſtly put many eminent Perſons: 


to Death, among the reſt Rabellius Plautus and Pallas, 
1 e former for being of the Fulian Family, and the 
atter for being rich, a Crime for which many ſuffer'd; 


Nero mar- then roceeding in his Cruelties, he divorc'd and ba: 
nifh'd his Wife Octavia, upon the Account of Popper, 


whom. he now marry'd ; and when the People mur- 


mur'd ar chis Injury, he afterwards: caus'd her to be 
All which time the Wars in Armenia 


put to Death. 
were continu'd at rainlt theParthlans:-. Corbuls having 
afcer many Sueceſſes diſpoſſeſsd Tiridrres and fettled 


* Igranes in. Armenia; which caus'd Vologeſas, King of 


Fartbia, to mvade Armenia with a powerful Army, en- 
deavouring trore-eftabliſh his Brother Tiridates, which 


heeltegted?nafew Months. But upon the Reinforce- 


ments of Corbulo, and another Invaſion of "Armenia, 
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Bock I. 
1 of thi WE: of rheir Flight, which was pin 7 
dex d by che great Numbers of Waggons plac'd about 
the Army. where their Wives were ſcated in expecta · 
Boadicia reſolvin ng not to outlixve 
this fatal Defeat, *poylon' d herſelf: and this remar- 
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was agreed, That ing down his Crown at 
the Feet of Nero's Statue, ſhou'd not receide it without his 

a glorious Spettacle,” by Letters and great Promiſes, 
invited Firidatet to come to Rome; which he ſhortly 

after perform d, being nobſy accompany d, and ho- 
nourably entertainꝰd. Nero attended his coming with 
moſt Magnificent Preparations, accompanyd win 
the whole Senate and People, and ſeated in a ſtately 
Throne, with all the e eee pomp of Majeſty 
| and Grandeur, and almoſtfurrounded with Military 
Enſigns and Banners, the Prætorian Cohorts ftandin 
dall by in their rich and bright Armour. Tiridates al- 
cended the Scaffold where Nero fat with great For- 
mality, and approaching the Emperor, he fell at his 
Feet, who taking him by the Right Hand, rais'd him, 
andplac'd a Cron upon his Head, uſing many Words 
and Pompous Ceremonies. Tiridates being crown d 
with this Solemnity, aſter many ſumptuous Feaſts 
made him in Nome, and many Honours ſhewn him, 
departed for his own Country, carrying with him 
an incredible Maſs of Money, which the Emperor 
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gave him for his Journey. Nero was alſo ſaluted En- Janus: 
perator, and having caus'd a Crewn of Laurel to be 2% eſbus 
carry'd into the Capitol, he ſhut up the Temple of in. 
e according to Suetonius, in token of an univer- A. D. 


al Peace, which had been open about 64 Tears. 64. 


Shortly after the departure of Tiridates, Nero took 
2 Journey into Greece, reporting that he deſign d to 
cut the Iſthmus of Peloponneſus; and tho he began that 
Work yet his chief Intentions was acting of Plays 


(which he did in all the Theatres where he came) 


iinging,” and running of Chariot-Races, Running in 
the Ohmpick Games; tho! he ſell from his Chariot, 


he was notwithſtanding rewarded with a Crown as 
Victory; after which he return'd to Rome, entring in 


Triumph in the Chariot of 4 
Muficians and Players, brou 


937 Wor ld. 


uguſt us, ſu rrounded With 
gde from all Parts of the 
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digious Impieties than ever, and into unheard of pol 
lations; and as nothing is ſo monſtrous as Luſt when 


it is unconſin d, ſo it brought Ners into the moſt ex- 
travagant Follies, and unnatural Inconſiſtencies thar 
. every any, Monſter conceiv d. Having atrir d himſelf 
in the Habit of a Woman, and cover d with a yel- 


low Veil like a Bride, he was wedded to one of his 


abominable Crew call'd Pythagoras, and again to his 


Freed - man Poripborus; after which he became a Huſ- 
band to a Boy call d Sporas, from whom he took as 
much of the Male as was poſſible, adorning him with 


the Ornaments of an Empreſs, and e 
him in all publick Places: Which occaſion” . 


10 obſerve, That the World bad been happy, bad the Em- 


ror's Father been marry d only to ſuch a Spouſe, His un- 


ounded Luft, and'exorbitant Luxury daily increasd 
the Rage of his fierce and cruel Mind, fo that he de- 


ſtroy' d ſuch numbers of People, that he rather 9 
{t- 


pear'd a Devil incarnate, than a Man; likewiſe boali 
ing of his Actions. and ſay ing, That nene of hu Prede- 
ceſſors knew their own Power. He ſo little diſſembling 


huis Hatred to the Senate, that he frequently intimated, 
©... Thar he deſign'd to deſtroy that Order, and to put 
the Government of the Provinces and Armies into 


the Hands of the Eguites and his Freed- ien. He like- 
> Wiſcoften ſaid, That he had rather be hated, than be lov'd, 
becauſe the People lov d him according to their own Hu- 
wours, hut bated him according to his: And when one 


in his Preſence ſaid as a Proyerb, When I am dead let the 


' World be burnt: Nay, replyed he, let it he-while I am 1. 


live. And not long after this he caus d Rome to be ſet 
on fire in ſeveral Places, getting himſelf upon a high 
Tower, behold ingthe miſerable Deſolation with in- 
finiteJoy and Salisfaction, and ina Player's Habit ſing- 


ing, The: Deſtruction of Tray. The Fire continu'd above 
ſix Days, conſuming. innumerable Rows of ſtately , 


and glorious Buildings, and Riches, Goods and Mer 
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World. In che following Year be fell into more pro- 


Ch 


high; 
pil lars 
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chandiſe of an ineſtimable Value, there being but 

four Paris of the fourteen remaining. And Ne to 

make his Wickedneſs more compleat, out of Hatred 

to the Chriſtians, which were then very numerous in 

the City, accus d them of this Fact, and rais q rhe firſt 

general Perſecution, Pry great numbers of em m. 6. 

to Death, treating them with all imaginable Scorn'genera/ 

and Cruelty, cauſing ſome to be cover d with Skins *erſecuri= | 

of wild Beaſts, and to be devour'd by Dogs; others”, 5 

to be crucify'd,and others to be burnt᷑ alive, ad intne 

Night to give: Light to Paſſengers, as Tacitus aſſures 

us. He ſer apart his Gardens for this Spectacle, join- 

ing to them the Diverſions of the Cirque, and ap- 

pear d publickly in the Habit of a Charioteer ſitting 

in his Chariot. This Perſecution began in the eleventh 

Year of Nero's Reign, and 32 after our Saviour's Cru- 

cifxion; in which Perſecurion, beſides St. Pau}, who 

was beheaded, St. Peter alſo was crown'd with Mar- 

tyrdom, being crucify'd, as it is written, with his 

Head downwards, which Death he choſe as more diſ- 

honourable than that of his Lord and Maſter. 
Nero, after his burning the City, as tho' he deſir d 

ro free himſelf from that Scandal, took great care 

\to to re- ediſie it, eſpecially his own Palace, Which was 

ke- done with far greater Magnificence than formerly: 

% It now reach'd from Mount Palatine to Mount EE 

1. N opuiline, the Entrance ſpacious enough to receive 2 

ne Coloſſus of this Emperor,a hundred and twenty Foot 

high; the Galleries conſiſted of three Rows of ftately © 

„. Pillars a fall Mile in length; and within were large 

{r- Ponds, curious Gardens and Orchards, and pleaſant 

oh Hills and Groyes, furniſh'd With all forts of wild 

in- Beasts. The, Halls and Dining-Rooms, beſides their 

8 "ing built of Marble, Alabaſter, Jaſper, Topazes, and 

we Noche bexcellent Stones, had the Timber - Works and 

dy JCeilings richly inlaid with Gold and Ivory, and glo— 

er- niouſſy adorn d with Precious Stones, and Mother 

lle Nor pean, some of Which Rooms were beautiful, 
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arched like che Firmament; the Roofs being moves, Nong 
ble, having Spouts and Jerd'eau's.of Gold and Iyory, IV F | 
Which frequently caſt out ſweet Waters, and mo tho 
preciousQyls ;- And now heacknowledged, That a 
f be began to dwell ke a Man. I need nordeſcend to 
further Particulars, it being ſufficient to obſerve, that 


| ....thisEmperor's Structures were magnificent to a Mi- 


i; Ys 


0 


1 


acle, and his Prodigalities boundleſs. ro. Madneſs NP! 
àAànd ſcarcely ſo much in his Buildings as in moſt othet h 
| — -—* - > Things, wherein his Exceſs was incredible. He high-M” 4 
I lyexrolledthe Management of his Uncle Caligula, for herds: 
| Donkin in ſo ſhorta time ſuch vaſt Sums as had been 0 
| ,  hoarded up by Tiberim; and whenever he went 
| fiſhing his Nets were of Gold- Thread, and the pa 
| - Cords of the fineſt Silk. In his Journeys and Pro- 4 

| _. greſſes; which were very frequent, beſides an infinite 

MNW!MNTNTNumber of Followers and Attendants, he never had 
leſs than a Thouſand Waggons, for his Wardrobe, 1 
E075 dran wich Mulesrichly adorn'd, and ſhod with Sil-W Jet 
| ver, and the Leaders of them gloriouſly attir'd in 15 
Cloth of Gold, Silver, and Silk. Suetonius tells ub, um! 
That he made a moſt Princely Funeral fox his Mon- 
key, on which he beſtowed the whole Eſtatè of a ve- 
ry rich Uſurer called Paneros. His Donatives to the f 
People were ſtill more extravagant; 7 whereas o- 
cher Emperors were wont to throw fer Quantities 
of Money and Things of ſmall Value amongthe Peo- 
ple, called Miſilia, being deſigned for them who could 
-firſtcatch em, this Emperor brought out vaſt Quan- 
tities of rich Apparel, Gold, Silver, and Precious poop 
Stones; and for Things which could not be thrown; 75 
abroad in their kind, pe cauſed certain Tickers tobe 0 
caſt among the People, each containing what the 
Perſon ſhould have into whoſe Hands it came, 2 
Wheat, Herds, Slaves, Cc. extending ſo far as to give 
Neritages, Fields, Hopſes, Iſlands, aud Things of er x... 
traordinary Value. All which immenſe Prodigalitie 4 Bat 
cauſed him to pic intolerable Fons and Rag . 
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chap/TI; N 
ons in all the Provinces; which were ſuch, as ma- 
ny Places were diſpeopled and became deſolate; 
tho his profuſe Gifts in a great meaſure preſerved 
the Love of the Commons of Rome. 


ol 


But as this Emperor's Actions were inſapportable 4. D. 
to the generality of his Subjects, the following Year 66. 


after the Burning of Rome, many of the Principal 
Noblemen of Rome formed a Conſpiracy againſt him, 
at the Head of which was Caius Piſo, à perſon of 
whom Tacitus gives an excellent Character, and ac- 


cording to his Namethe Plot was called Piſoniana; But 


vered before it took effect, and inſtead of the happy 


| Conſequences that were expected by ſome, it open d 


a Paſſage to ne Miſchiefs and Cruelties: For upon 


Ranks, Noble and Ignoble, Guilty and Innocent; 
among which Numbersdy'd the great Poet Lacan, d 


* 


ſo great Judgment, who hated Nera for his forbidding 
to them. Seneca Was like wiſe condemn' d, not being 
convicted of any Treaſon, tho accuſed by one Nata- 
la, to compliment Nero, as was helie ved, the Emperor 
having an carneſt deſire to diſpatch him, as appear d 
from his former Attempts by Poyſon, tho he had 
worn to Seneca, Rather to loſe bis own Life, than to hurt 
lim, Senecs bęing commanded to die, chearfully un- 
dertooke it, deſiring only to diſpoſe of ſome Legacies, 
which being refus d, he told his Friends, That frice he 


bad been hingred, frm giving, them what they bad merited, 


be life them the Example of bis Life, the langen and i. 


zation of hich would gain them Immortal Honour among 
all good Men. le was oblig to ſeek for Heath feyeral 
ways; for he had ſo macerated-himſel{-with Abſti- 
nence, that he could not bleed, and Foy ſon Mou 

have no Operation upon hi 
4 
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Bath, he was ſtifled with che Fumes, having accor 
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this Occafion Nero put great Numbers to Death of all 
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him to publiſh! his Verſes, vainly comparing his own 
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The Death | 
of Lucan. 


| The Death 
him; but at length entring of Seneca. 
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ding to his uſual Elegancy, diſcours d even to th 
laſt; of many excellent Things, which being taken 
from his Mouth, were after wards publiſh'd. :: Such 
EI Was the Death of this great Philoſopher Seneca, ac. 277 
Cording to Tacitus who gives him a far better Cha. c 
trluacter chan Dion Ca ſſius, and if the Account which the 
[ latter gives of him may he credited, we may truly 
| ſay that his Death was a juſt Judgment upon him, wy 
| for living ſo contrary to his Writings and Principles — 
and l foreducating his Pupil no better. Not long after lach 
Seneca, follow dt U. Perron, the moſt polite, tho ch 
not tlie chaſteſt of che Roman Writere 2 Perſon who f fg 
had been a great A ſſiſtant to Nero in his unlawful c 
| Plealures, and oo famous for bis exquilre Art PRep 
„o., heightningandiefininga-volupruousLite. His Death N an 
want Hg wasrhe'moſtremarkable in the World, and moſt re. ly det 
+... . femblingthe- whole Courſe of his Life, in Which he God: 
Proceeded wich the leaſt ĩmaginable Condern, opens Mex 
ing his Veins; and cloſing em as he thought fit, dif: 
Tourſing with his Friends, not of ſerious Matters, ot 
of che immortality of the Soul, but of liglit and plex 177 
ant Things, all the time attending 10 ſoft Verte N ute 
and delicate Love-Songs Sorhar his Death, Tho; Con- I .% U. 
jeaſt Perplexity of a dying perſon; and in him i | 
might be ttuly ſaid; Thar to die is to cenſe lving. Be. 
des there dy d the Empreſs Poppæa herſelf, who be 
ing wirh Okiild and inidiſpos'd, New Kill'd her by 
Kick with his Foot, for upbraiding him as he re: 
turn'd late from driving his Chariot in publick. 
In the Hwelfth Lear of Nero's Reign, the Fo 
fell into a deſperate Rebellion, having been ſevereh 
oppreſs d by the Rowen Deputies and Governors; , 
eſpecially hy Florus, who Was arriv'd to that De- 
Bree of Tyranny, as by a publick Crier to give Per- 
e miſſion to Rob and Steal through the whole Coun 
try, on Condition that he might have part of the 
Booty It was manifeſt that the terrible Vengeanc 
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of Heaven Was now fallen ups 
tion, having ſo obſtinarely blinded themſelves a- 
ainſt the undeniable Miracles of our Saviour, and 
del be innocent Blood, which they ſolemnly im- 
precated upon themſelves and their whole Race, 
and brought upon em the moſt calamitous Misfor- 
tunes, and the extremeſt Miſeries that ever any peo- 
ple ſuffer' d ſince the Creation of the World. For 
ſuch intolerable Robberies and Devaſtations, and 
ſuch barbarous Murders and Maſſacres were com- 


mitted in all Parts; ſuch implacable Diviſions and 


Factions, and ſuch amazing Deluſions by falſe pro- 
iets prevail'd among em, as after a wonderful 
manner ſubverted the Whole State, drew upon em 
the utmoſt Malice of their Enemies, and apparent 
ly demonſtrated the higheſt Diſpleaſure of Almighty 
God. Notwitſtanding thefe Miſeries among them 
ſelves, and the Mafſacre of 200000 Fews in one 
Day, and 50000 in another, they prevail'd ſo much 
againſt Ceftins Gallus, Governor of Syria, Who was 
ſent againſt em, as to expell him Fadæa. Neo now 


wanted his General Corbulo, whom he had lately put. 
to Death, and deliberating whom to ſend rhirher, © © 
at length deſign'd Veſpaſian, ' as the only Perſon ca- 


pable of ſuch a Charge, tho“ he had not long be- 
fore forbad him his Preſence, upon the Account of 
kis Drowſineſs or Indifferency in the Theatre when 
he acted and ſung upon the Stage; bur now want- 


ing his Service, and not fearing him by reaſon of 


ook that place by Storm, after a cloſe Siege of For- 


Days; being bravely defended by FJeſepbus the fa- 
IE NE . 


the Meanneſs of his Birth and Name, inveſted him 

with this Office. Veſpaſtian uſing all poſſible Expedi- veſpaſi- 

on, gather'd A mighty Army from A pt and Sy an', Expe- 
ia, and together with his Son Titus firſt invaded 4 . 

te province of Galilee, and in a ſhort time ſtorm' d eus the 

$6442,” deftroying the Town, and putting the Fes 
to the Sword. Then advancing to Forapata, he 


1 


upon this miſerable Na- 5 
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_.__ -  -Tew 1 Ay. Il 11 ook f. 
5 mous Hiſtorian; Who has g given us a large Account 
of this remarkable Siege, and all theſe Wars, and tell 
us, that in the Siege alone 49000 Few. periſh' d. Fl 

ſepbus was here taken:Priſoner, and order d to be ſent 
080 Neroz but deſirin ng te to ſpeak with Veſpoſtan, fore. 
Tiold —— That he ſuou d free him from his Captivity, bu 
ſhou'd. firſt be, Emperor himſelf. After fome Refreſh. 
ment of the Legions, e ad vanc d to Tiberius and 
Tarichæa of which the ormer yielded, and was ſpa- 


red at the Requeſt of Agvipr 4, but the latter was ta. 
2 FN DF, force; and- deſtroy d, where great Number 
riſh d, beſides 3000 Which were ſold... After this 

- oceeded-with extragrdinary- Valour and Con- 
duet 941 2 and, — — with the; Full Ita 


„ — 1 ST Aa. 


5 four 2 . Bine began to PAIR out and 
9% PP diſcover themſelves in their furious Effects. The 
Fest Re. Romans had, with great Patience and Con rage, bom 
5 dee the Calamities proceeding from the fatal Diilimula- 
empire. lion ol Tiberius, the monſtruous Brutality o ee 
„ 20d, the, dangerous Stupidity of Claudius; but the 
=. __ raging» Fury of Ner+having exhauſted- all, human 
1 Patience, their was a general Revolution in Mens 
: Minds, and as general a Reſolution in all their Ai: 
W This appear d firſt in Gaul, by means of Jalin 
Sand Vindex, One ot chat Nation, but of the Sematorian De. 
gree, Who commanded the Legions there, and pub- 
7 ohm N proteſted againſt the Actions and Government 
of Nerd; Which he did with fo little feat of his own 
I. ite, that when it Was told him. Tbat Nero had prix 4 
is Head at ten Millions of. Seſterces, he made: -anſwe, 
Whoever brings Nero ce me, e have 1 in 
eee lh? to hey that ehe d ne 0 . 
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bave impos d upon me a Part which T never deſgn d io al., I 2 
ud leg of allat thus Age, Twill not refuſe, with your . i © 
pProbation, to ſacrifice my infirm and decrepid Body for the 2 
good of my Country, not as Emperor or Auguſtus, whjch 

' Galba fe- [acred Names I adore at a Diſtance, not daring to approach 
clar d Im. em, but as —— The Speech was not finiih'd, when 
prer by *e the Soldiers and People with one common Voice in- 
— 4 terxupting him, faluted him Emperor. © Galla com. 
mending their Zeal to the Good of the Empire, and 
Acccepting the Subſtance, refus'd the, Title terming 
himſelf Lieutenant of the Senate aud People of Rome. 
Ihe firſt News of Vindex ss Revolt came to Nero at 
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_ _ Naples, in the midſt of his Pleaſures; but he was fo 
lctle alle&ted with it, that he ſcem'd rather ro” re- 
joice, as having an Occaſion of pillaging thoſe opu- 
lent, Provinces by the Right of War: Ar Supper alſo 
receiving Letters of freſher Advice, more pretling and 
importunate than the former, he ſhew'd'no other E- 
motion than a bare threatning the Reyolter for di. 
ſturbing bis Pleaſures and Recreations ; and ſo for eight 
Dayscontinu'd without writing or giving any Orders 
about the Publick. At length the opprobrious Edictsof 
Vindeæ, ſo far awaken'd him, as he writ to the Senate; 
recommending to the Fathers the Intereſt of him- 
{elf and the Republick, excuſing his Abſence with 
the Pretence of ſome Indiſpoſirion. But nothing 
mov'd nor inrag d Nero fo much as Vindex's calling 
him Uns&Iful Muſician, often demanding of the Per- 
ſons about him, I bether they really knew any in that Pri- 
felſian more 5kilful than himſelf? The Senate receiving 
Nero's Letters, out of Flattery and Fear, judg'd Vin- 
dex a Traytor to the State; but urg'd by new Alarms, 
he in a great Fright repair'd to Rome, where not cal- 
ling the Senate or People together, bur ſome princi- 
N ou Men to his Palace late at Night as to conſult a. 
bout urgent Affairs, he ſhew'd ,em certain Engines 
and Contrivances of Mulick by Warter-Inſtruments, 
lagely diſcourſing of the Nature and Workmanſhip 
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As in a corrrupt Body, full of malignant Humours, 
the firſt pain that appears draws on the reſt, diſclo- 
ſes old Aches and Strains, and agitates all that is un- 
ſound in the Body; ſo in a Government, when it is 
univerſally diſlik d, the firſt Diſorder endangers a 
| Diſſolution of the whole: For this one Attempt of 
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Viudex not gnly canta the Revolt of the Armies in 
Spain, but ſhortly after that of the Legions in Germa- 
ny, and other. Places, all unanimouſly declaring a- 
_*-gainſt the preſent Emperor. Upon which News, Nero 
being at Dinner, ina deſperate Fury tore the Let- 
ters, overturn'd the Table, daſh'd two Chryſtal Cups 

. of great value on the Ground, and caſting off all - 
Cate of his-own Preſervation, call'd for Poyſon, 
which he enclos d in a Golden Box, that his Death 
might be anſwerable ro his Condition, and'then ge 

pair d tothe Servelian Gardens. From thence he dif- 
patch d the Freed- men, in whom he had moſt conf- 
dence, to prepare his Fleet at Oi; then founding 
the Minds of the Tribunes and Centurions of his 
- Guards, and finding them unwilling to accgmpany 
Fim, and one of em to ask him, ' Whether it was f. 
hard a thing to die, he was quite diſtracted and con- 
founded in his Thoughts and Fntentions; and he 
cou id not reſolve whether he ſhould addreſs himſelfto 
"the Parthians, whom he had lately oblig d, or ro Gal 
ba in a ſupplicatory manner; or whether he ſhou'l 


put bimſelf in deep Mourning, appear publickly be 
Dejection implore the Peoples Forgiveneſs for What 
Was paſt, and if they were inflexible, to beg the Go. 
vernment of EZgype, He at laſt determin d to de this 
but fearing the People ſhould tear him ih pieces, be- 
fore he got to the Place, he deferr'd the Matter ti 
the next Morning; but awaking at Midnight, and 
underſtanding that his Guards were retir'd; he leap! 
out of Bed, and fent about for ſome of his Friends; 
from whom receiving no Anſwer, he went to their 
Lodgings himſelf, with two or three others. Thus 
the great Monarch of the World, lately ador'd 25: 
So, and attended by Thouſands of Friends, Sold: 
bers, and Servants, now as a common Page - ſtood 
knocking at Doors, finding ail ſhut againſt his un 
ortunate State. And now deſtitute of e 
7 1 55 | on 
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and Advice from Friends, he return'd back, where 


finding his Chamber rifled, his Servants fled, and his 


Poyſon remov'd, he ſought for Spicillus a Gladiator, 
or ſome other, to be lain by him; but finding none, 


he cry'd, Then I have neither Friznd nor Foe, and ran 


e out, as tho he would have thrown him- 


ſelf into the River Ziber: But making a fudden ſtop, 
and deſiring ſome ſecret Place a little to recollect his 


Reaſon, and reaſſume his Courage, Phaon his Freed- 


Man offer'd his Houſe four. Miles diſtant in the 


Country, which Nero accepted; and ſo accompa- 


ny'd with four Men, of whom Sporus was one, he 


fled away meanly Apparalled, and worſe Mounted, 


hiding his Face with an Handkerchief, In his Jour- 


ney «hy infinitely diſmay'd by a violent Trem- 
bling Of the Earth, and prodigious Flaſhes of Light- 


ning; and palling by the Camp, he heard a great 
Noite of Soldiers curling him, and wiſhing all good 


Fortune and Proſperity to Galba. After which, to 
prevent all Diſcovery, they forſook the High-way, 
creeping through Briars and Buſhes into a Thicket of 


Reeds, on the back-lide of Phaon's Farm-Houle ; 
where a Hole was beaten in the Wall, thro' which 


Nero crept in like a Beaſt upon all four, caſting him- 
ſelf upon a mean Paller in a back Room. 


During Nero's Abſence, the Senate aſſembl'd, and 
pronounc d him a mortal Enemy to the State, and 


condemn d him to Death Adore. Majorum, ſending in- 
to all Parts to feek him, and bring him alive. Ile 
Account of this Determination was brought to Nero, 


by one of Phaon's Servants, who found him making 
Preparations for his own Death, with a Thouſand 


lervile Sighs and inglorious Tears, repeating ſeveral 


times, What an Artiſt will the World laſel He hearing 


the ſorrowſul News of his Doom from the Senate, 


demanded what More Majorum meant, and what kind 
of Puniſhmeur it was? and underſtanding that he 
was to he ſtript naked, his Head faſten d in a Pillory, 
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his own Puſillanimity and poorneſs of Spirit, till hear- 
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and in that Foſture to be ſcourg d to Death, he was 
ſo terrify'd, that he {natch'd up a couple of Daggers; 


but after feelingtheir Points, with greattrembling he 
put them up again, pretending, That his fatal Hour was 
not yet come. Sometimes he begg'd and intreated, 


that one of them preſent would inſtruct him how to 


die, by killing themſelves firſt; greatly deceiving | 


himſelf in defiring ſo couragious an Example out of 
ſo debauched a School: Other times he condemned 


ingthe Noiſe of ſome Horſemen ſent by the Senate 


to ſeek him, he ſet a Dagger to his Throat, with 


Which, by the Aſſiſtance of Epapbroditus, his Secreta- 


The Death 
of Nero, 


at of the Family of the Cæſam which reign d in 


ry, he wounded himſelf fo, as he dyed ſhortly after. 


Before he was quite dead, an Officer came in, and 


a he came to his Relief, he ſtopp'd the 


Wound with his Cloak, and endeavour'd to ſtanch 
the Blood; to whom Nero gave no Anſwer, but, 74 
roo late, and, Is this your Fidelity and Allegiance ? with 
which Expreſſion he expir'd, his Eyes ſtrangely fix d, 
and ſtaring out of his Head, to the wonderful Ter- 


ror and Amazement of all that were preſent. This 


was the miſerable End of Nero, the Sixth Emperor of 
Rome, Who, by his abominable Life, had brought up- 
on himſelf all the cruel Misfortunes that could befal 
a Prince, and upon the State all rhe dreadful Cala- 


mities that could ariſe from unjuſt Tyranny in his 
Life- time, and from inteſtine Convulſions, after his 


Death. He reign'dthirteen Years, ſeven Months, and 
twenty eight Days; and was taken off in the prime 


of his Years, being in the 324 Year of his Age, in 


which SpacehisCrueltics gain'd him a Name odious 


not only to his Subjects, but to all Generations, and 
_ Even to a Proverb; a Puniſhment the greateſt that 
can happen to a Prince in this World. He was the 


O's 


Rome, tho* the following Emperors had the Titles of 


Ceſar; and he dyd U. C. 841. 4. P. 69, being 11: 
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 VITELLIUS, the Ninth: Emperor; ; after which 


the "Empire became Arran a ſecond Time. 
C onraining, the Fpace of almoſt 10 1 E 4 R $: 


in Rome, than at the Deatii of Nero; all per- 


AY 


TFver was a more univerſal Joys Satisfaction A. D. 


ſons came running into the Streets to congratulate | 


er, With Peculiar Caps on their Heads, ſuch 
| when their Maſters firſt gave em their 
Freedom ; and they unanimouſſy decreed to create 
Galba Emperor, who was now in Spain, elteeming 
him a Perſon of great Wiſdom and Valour. He Was 
now ſeventy two years of Age, and had born Offices 


under four Emperors, wiſely preſervinghimſelf from 


the Snares of thoſe Tyrants, rho nor wholly from 


their Vices: And he wasthe firſt whoreceiv'd the Em- 


pu from the Hands of the Soldiers, the Senate con- 


the Family of the Cæſars, either by Blood or Adopti- 


on. . Shortly after his being declar d Emperor by his Galba 
Army, he found himſelf involv'd in many Troubles de En- 
and Afflictions, and all his Hopes and Deſigns were Pr. 


near being blaſted by an SISA Diſorder among 


tome of his Men; for, u =P proach to the 
Camp, one of the Wing s of his Ho e repenting of 
the 45 Oath 15 had ae endeavour d as much 


a e o del 175 


t him, and he found i it 10 finall 
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enting; having himſelf no Affinity or Alliance with 
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5 flain him as he paſs d through a narrow Street to go to 


| loudly exhorting one another, Not to omit ſo fair an 


and Empire, and he had once a geſign of deftroying 
ring him that Nero Was dead 


felt upon his Way: to Rome, in His Imperial Habil 
«with a Dagger about his Neck, and hanging down 


Funteins Capito, Lieutenant in Germany; and Clodiu 
neutral, in reſpect of any particular Perſon, attend. 


s this Emperor approach'd Rome, as it uſually 
happens uhen Matters are concluded with Haſte and 


action for his Arrival, than they did for his Eledti 


T 


Difficulty, to keep em to their Duty. He likewiſe I on 
with great Hazard eſcap'd the Conſpiracy of feveral 
Slaves, who were purpoſely preſented to him by one 
of. Nero's Enfranchis d Men, and had undoubtedly 


his Baths, had they not diſcover'd themſelves by too 


Fear and Diſquiert at this time, was the unexpected 
Heath of Vindex in Gul, who kill'd himſelf after the 
entire Defeat of his Troops by Rufus Virginius, Com- 
mander of the German Legions; which Battle was 
fouglit through the Ignorance and Miſtakes of the Sol- 
diers, and againſt the Wills and Deſigns of the Gene- 
rals: The Nevis of this, added to galba sother Misfor- 
tunes, reduc d him almoſt to defpair both of his Life 


hünſelf z but timely Advice conüng from Rome, afſu 
ſwore Allegiance to him there he immediately laid 
alice the Name of Lieutenant of the Empire, and al 
ſumid the Title of Caſar. After which, he put him- 


before his Breaſt; neither wou'd he appear in a Robe 
- efiGown; itill all ſuch as were contriving new Di- 
ſtuxbances were defeated and cut off 15 namely, 
Mimpbidius Sabinus, Captain of the Guards at Rome; 


Maden in Africk, In his Journey towards Rome, Rufu 


ing the Will and Determination of the Senate. 


Erecipitation, the Feople began. to, ſhew leſs Satis 


„ 


On; 
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on; for ſeveral Rumours were ſpread ahroad, both 


of his Cruelty and Avarice; by reaſon of the unuſual 
Rigor he had exercis d towards ſuch Cities of Spain 


and Gaul, which had ſcruppd to join with him at 
firſt, by oppreſſing them with exceſſive Tributes, de- 
moſiſting their Fortifications, and executing : their 
Governors, not excuſing even their Wives and Chil- 


dren. Whieh Reports ſo highly diſadvantageous to 


and augmented at his Entrance into Rome, by his Se- 


yerity to thoſe Sea-Men and Mariners, whom Nero 
had taken from the Oar, and liſted among his Legi- 
onary Soldiers; for endeavouring to reduce theſe nu- 
metous Troops to their former Condition, upon their 
| refuſing with great Contumacy to ſubmit to an Or- 


der ſo injurious to themſelves, and their inſolent de- 


manding an Eagle and Military Enſigns, hecommand- 


ed his Horſe-men to ride in among em, who kill'd 


ooo; and not being farisfy*d with this Puniſhment, 
fe caus'd em to be decimated afterwards, Beſides 
which, he diſcharg'd the German Cohorts, which had 


been eftabliſh'd by the former Emperors, for a Guard 


ſome others were odious. He took care to reſtore all 
Perſons unjuſtly exil'd by Nero, as well of the Nobi- 


liry as meaner ſort, to their Country and Honours, 
tho not to their Wealth and Eſtates. He was very 
ſevere to all Criminals; and being perition'd fo a 


an old Man, and a young Prince,  were-confirm'd 


to their Perſons, and had given, maniteſt Teſtimo-— 
nies of their Allegiance and Fidelity to their Prin- 
ces; yet notwithitanding he ſent em to their oẽ m 
Country without any Reward, pretending they were 
better affected to Dolabella than himſelf, becauſe they 
had encamp'd themſelves not far from his Gardens. 
Being in Rome, with this ſecret Diſcontentment, tho” 

| with publick Joy and Solemnity, he began totake up- 

on him the Adminiſtration and Government of the 
Empire, and did ſome Acts as a wiſe and worthy 
Prince; yet theſe were generally leſs acceptable than 


— 


ſuffer any rigorous Diſcipline like the ancient R- 
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_ 'cOndemin'd Knight, that he might not ſuffer the Death 
of ordinary Malefactors, he commanded the Gal. det 
loys to be painted and ſinely colour d, to make it an. 25 « 
ſwerable to his Quality. However, he repreſented Em 

à moſt grateful Spectacle to the People, which wa; hin 
Elias, Polycletns, Bocuſta, Patrobius, Petinus, and othersin 
Fetters drawn vir the City, and publickly Exe. © hin 
cuted, as Inſtruments and Miniſters, of Nero's. Cru. @ ncg 
elties; the he ſpar'd ſome of the moſt notorious Of. ¶ hea! 
fenders for the ſake of Money. And he was fo re. was 
markable for his Avarice; that it is ſaid, that he wou'd Peo 
figh and weep when his Table was better furniſh'd N of 
than ordinary; Vice tho incident to his Age, yet 
dangerous to his Circumſtances eſpecially in reſpect 
of his Soldiers, and was the firſt Thing which made 
way for his Ruin. When a large Donati ve had been 
promũs'd to the Soldiers, by ſuch as were appointed 
to render em their Oath in his Abſence, he utterly 
refus'd to confirm it, declaring, Tbat he choſe, but ne- 
ver ou d purchaſe his Soldiers ; which much exalpers- 
ted his Men, who in theſe corrupt Times cou'd not 


mum, eſpecially from a Prince who ſuffer d himſelf 
to be bought and ſold every Hour. Moreover, he 
highly provok d the Pretorians, by caſhiexing ſeveral 
of em thortly after, upon a bare Suſpicion of Cor- 
reſpondence and Confederacy with Nymphidizes. 
But that which made this Emperor gh grncraly 
hated abhorr'd, was his ſuffering himſelf to be in- 
tirely manag'd by three Favourites, who having their 
Lodgings with him in his Palace, and being always 
in his Preſence, were commonly ſtiPd his Peds- 
gopnes : One was T. Vinius, his Lieutenant in Spain, 
4 Man of inſatiable Covetouſneſs, another was C. 
Laco, now Captain of his Guards, one who had ren- 
der'd himfelf inſupportable by his Pride and Arro- 
- gance ; and the third Tcelus, a Freed-Man, who now 
_ atpir'd to the higheſt Command in the Equeſtrian Or 


der, 
- 


. : 4 | LO 5 ; 
2 * 3 F x . f 9 3 ; 
2 . . : 5 3 F 83 1 3 5 7 
b. 1 W 0-3 Oe. 4.x TE 5 


der. Theſe three, whoſe Hiltiiouts and Vices werd 


as different 28 en een 
5 


Emperor with ſo much Inſolence, that they made 


him appear by the Inequality of his Conduct, both 
odious and deſpicable, fo that ſometimes he ſhew'd 


himſelf ſevere and rigorous, at other times remiſs and 
negligent; condemning ſome illuſtrious Perſons un- 
heard, and pardoning others without Reaſon, as he 


was guided by theſe Perſons. He ſtill encteaſed the 
peoples Hatred, by revoking the profuſe Donatives 


of Nero, Which were found to amount to above ſe- 


venteen Millions of our Money, and reducing em 
to the tenth Part, giving Commiſſion to fifty of the 
Equites to collect the Remainder for himſelf; with 
Authority, That if any Player or Champion had ſold 
what Nero had given em, and embezled or ſpent the 


Conſideration they receiv d, in that Caſe they might 


require and recover it of the Perſons who had pur- 
chaſed it, Publick Slaves were proclaim'd in all 
Parts, and the Streets thronged with the Confluence 
and Contentions of Officers, Buyers, and Sellers; 


ing thoſe whom Nero had oblig'd, as miſerable now 
as thoſe whom he had oppreſs d. On the contrary, 
there was nothing but by the Mediation of his Fa- 
vourites and Freed- Men, he permitted either to be 
bought for Money, or granted for Favour; as Taxes, 
Exemprions,. Puniſhments for Innocents, Impunity 
for Criminals, and other Pieces of Injuſtice. Among 


ſuffcient to diſoblige them, he preferr'd Haloti to 
a moſt honourable Poſt ; and appear d fo publickly 
in the Juſtification, of Tigellinus, that he put forth an 


Edict in his favour, and upbraided the People with 


heir Severity, Belides all which diſadvanrageous 


while nevertheleſs there was ſome Pleaſure in behold- 


others he pardon'd Halotm and Tigellinns, two of the 
moſt pernicious Inſtruments which Nero imploy d. 
tho' the People of Rome were importunately follict- 
tous for their Puniſhment. And as if this was nor 


. 
- 


[ 
4 
* : 
«BY + 
38 7 
1 
+ 
« , 
1 
9 
13 
1 & 
F 
23 { 
\ - 4 
1 
1 
7 
1 y 
4 YL 
* : 
mY 7 
3 
5 
1 
1 : 
5 4 
88 Þ 
1 k 
< 
3% 4 
3 
r 
. : 
i 
7 
IF 4 
5 
) : 
2 7 
1. 
3 
7 
- 
11 
* : 
| | 
i WE. 
? 
14 
1 
; 
FI $ 
vi 
: 7 
1 
: 
- 1 
14 
* = 7 
Ss ” 
=: | 
1 1 
* 1 7 
14 
'Þ t 
” 
il z 
: RE 
i N 
F 
4 | 
1 
2:4 | 
19 
* 
1 
17 
"2" [4 
TH 
ot 
1 
> 
”- 4 * 
, 
5 ö 
1 
A. I 
4. 
> 
. 
14 
is ; 
} ' 
_ ; 
& 
+ 
'$ 
1 
4 
. 
19 N 
71 
1 
bo 
_ 
4 : 
TR 
! 
= 
4 5 
j 
: * 
„ 
| 
| 
— 4 
2 
; : : 
3 ' 
s | a 
: 


2115 


We 


| ix 1 7 be Roman Hiſt 99. . | Book, 


Circumſtances, his unwieldy old Age render'd him 


contemptible to many, ſo that almoſt every Man 


V - 


_ durſt preſume to murmur at his Proceedings, and 


we 4 


. x a + + 1 Poop 4/6 | [ \ « —& We | 
aàct any thing againſt his Authority, 
Affairs being in this unſetled Poſture at Rome, thoſe 


in the Provinces were in a worſe Condition: Fo 


ſince the Army and Province of Spain had pre. 


ſum d to chuſe an Emperor without any other Au. 


dhority, many Mutinies were rais d, and Faction 


ſprung up in moſt Parts of the Empire, through 

wy, Piſcontent, or deſite of Alteration, but prin- 
I among the Legions. in the upper German, 
whoſe Commander was Rufus Virginins before- men 
zele Legions growing proud and inſolent, 
Of the great Victory they had obtain' 


by reaſon. 


over Finden in Gaul, ſhew;d ſmall Value or ' Eſteem 
for Ordeonius Flaccus, their preſent Commander, and 
Lieutenant to Virginius; and holding themſelves ſul. 
. and out of Favour with the Emperor Galla 
68 e 


cauſe they were the laſt who came into his Service; 
they now reſolv d to be the firſt who ſhould deſert it 


And upon the firſt Day of January, wherein they u- 
ſually took the Oaths, and paid their Homage of Fi- 
delity to their Emperor, they refus'd to ſwear to 101 


but the Senate; and immediately diſpatch'd a Mel. 
lage to the Prætorian Cohorts to remonſtrate, That thy 
could not acquieſce in the Election of an Emperor created in 


Spain, and that the Senate wou'd proceed to chuſe ſuch 
_ Perſon as they thought moſt proper. Yet Suetonius tells Us, 
That they referr'd the 4 | 

borts. The Legions in Lower-Germany were allo a 


ection to the Prætorian Co- 


mutinous and diſcontented, as thoſe in the Uppr, 
being parcicalarly excited and encourag'd by their 
Commander Vitellius, who notwithftanding he had 


receiv d all his preſent Authority from the Hands of 
the Emperor Galla, began to ſound. the Minds and 

Affections of his Soldiers, and violating his Faith and 
_ Fidelity, endeavour'd by all poſſible Methods 10 


e procuic 
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wo 
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| him 
Man 
, and 


thoſe 
For 
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| be had done for Galba,' as being 


procure the Empire for himſelf. ' This Virellias, who | 
afterwards became Emperor, was a Perſon of -prear 
Reputation and Authority, by reaſon of the {everal 


Offices and Magiſtracies which he had held in Rome 


and abroad, under the three Emperots, ' Caligula, 


Claudius, and Nero, with whom he had been very in- 


timate and private, more for his exceſſive Vices, and 
ſome particular Abilities of his Perſon; than for any 
Virtues or Excellencies. He was in favour Srv 4 | 
Caligula, for his Dexterity in managing a Chariot; 
wit Claudius for his Gaming and Dice, and win 
Nero for the ſame Proficiency, and ſuch like Quali- 


ties. And beſides this, as he was very ſubtle and Trafs 


ty in his Deſigns, ſo he obrain'd in thoſe Days great 
Offices and Dignities, as that of Prxfe#;ofthe Prieſt- 
hood, and alſo to be Proconſul in Ack, which Of- 

hce he honourably executed; and laſt of all to be 


* 


Commander of the Legions in Lower Germany," the” = 
Effects of which ſhall be after wards related. 


* 
* 


The Emperor Galla being advertiſed of all the 


Commotions in Germam, and knowing that beſides 
his Age, he was the lefs reſpe&ed for want of an 
Heir, he reſolved now to put᷑ in execution what he 

had formerly deſign'd, Rich was to adoptſome per- 


ſon of ſuch Age and Authority, as might be deſer- 


vedly capable of the Empire, and who in his Life 
might protect and ſupport him, and after his De- 


ceale ſucceed him. His Favourites and ſuch as were {7 
intimate with him, underſtanding-his Dererminati- - 
on, each of em ſeparately pretended to give him a 


Son of their own chuſing, ſo that there aroſe a gre: 
Contention among em upon this Occaſion. Oro 
made great Intereit, and induſtriouily endea voni d 
to obtain this Adoption, alledging tb great Service 
rhe. firſt Man of Note 
ho came into bis Aſſiſtance. in Spain, after by had de- 
dar d againſt Nero; and as the Urban and Rrætorian 
Cohorts favour d him, and Vinius theEmperor's chief 
Favourite aſſiſted him, he almoſt aſſur d _ elf of 
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the publick Good alone, and diſſiking rhe Vicious 
Diſpoſition of Obo, which he thought too nearly 
reſembled: chat of Nero, had no regard to what was 
ſpoken in his Favour: but upon a prefit day he ſem 


for Piſo Luciniqnus, in whom was a happy Concur- 
rence of thoſe good Propertiesnecellary for a Prince 
| = Emperor, and taking him by the Hand, in the 


ome Friends, among other things he 


reſence. of 


VVV 


pine cou d ſulſiſ without & ſingle Governor to balquce i, 
1 be Commonwealth, might. worthily have 
dated its Beginning from; me; but now it arriv'd t 


N * 
N 
1 % 
3 
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tbeſe Circumſtances, that mi Age can benefit the People of | 


ne 19a, but by finding rhem a good Sues 


17 


mu. Yoath, bur by yielding them. a good Prince. To ſuc 


gerd by Elechimm, will be inftead of Liberty 3 and now the 


5 have fail d, -Adaption wil 


ſupply all Defetts :- Fur to hg deſcended fram Frinces, is the 
ori of mere Fortune, and is ſo eſteem d; in; Adoption 


our Fudgments are moſt incorrupt, and moſi rarely abus d, 


aud if we will chuſe tbe moſt worthy; the Voice of the N. 
tibn points us out the Man. I haue paſs d by al iq oun 
Friends am Companions in Arms, for your ſakes not doubt- 


ing but jou will retain aur former Vürtues; but as to thiſt 
oft at hers towards you, jo avi find @ Difference ; and 


Flattery, the moſt peſtilent Poyſen of all true Meaning, wil | 
break in: Fur ſince moſt Men talk with our Eftates, rather 


than aum Perſons, it is muchieaſier to flatter: à Prince, than 


20 inftratÞbim. Fur your Adminiſtration, {et Nexo befor 


pour: Eyer, boſe Family and deſcent could not ſhield bin, 
and his bum Tofamans' Life and Cruelties alone, puſh'd bin 


our of hit Tbroue, and nat Vindex with an unarm d Pro 


+ vince, nor I avi ſingle Legion and tho the Soldiers and 
Senate bad not ſo univerſally agreed about a Succeſſor, th) 


-mpete all unattimons in bis Run. The ſureſt and ſhort 


Rule for your Security, is juliciouſiy to aeigh what you 


o 


| your ſelf would allow or blame in ancther Prince: for yo 
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having fully reſolved to conſider 


geverence and Modeſty; and in all his Deportmer 
ppear'd a Firmneſs and Equality of Mind, be- 
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to Sovereignty, and the reſt to he Slaves; but you are to 


govern a People which can neither bear Bondage nor Liber» 
jy alone, but require a prudent "Mixturt' of both to balance 
the Inconveniences of either. Piſos Anſwer was full of 


there a | 
ſpeaking him rather able to diſcharge, than ambiti- 
ous to obtain the Dignity. Immediately after Gala 
with a great Train went with Piſo to the Camp, 
where he adopted him after the uſual Manner, obli- 
ging the Soldiers to ſwear Obedience to him, and re- 


ment 


Piſo 


adopted by. 1 
—_ 3 


ceive him for Czſar ; but gave no Rewards to the Sol- 


(lers, nor promis'd any, as they expected: He only 


made a grave and ſhort Speech to em after the an- 


cient Manners, and was coldly receiv'd by em, as he 
was likewiſe by the Senate immediately after; Rome 
being now ſo addicted to Briberies and Donatives, 


had loſt its ancient Equity and Integrity. . 
Galba having made this Adop 


cure his Life and Empire; but it ſhortly after prov'd 


tion, conceiv'd * 
vou'd have been the moſt effetual Means to ſe- 


the Occaſion of his Confuſion and utter Ruin. For 


Otbo finding the Hopes of his Adoption wholly fru- 


rated, and perceiving the Soldiers well affected to- 


wards him, for the extream Hatred they had con- 


Otho'⸗ 
Deſigns. 


ceiv'd againſt Galba, reſolv'd to effect his Purpoſes 


by Force and Treaſon, to which he was excited, not 


only by his Hatred to Galba, and his Envy to Piſo; 


but by the conſideration of his Debts, which Were ; | 


now become inſupportable from his riotous Lite. 


Nor was he aſham'd to declare, That if be was'not Em- 
peror, he eon d not ſubſiſt, and that it auas equal to him abe- 


they be fell by his Enemy in the Field, or by bis Crediturs in 


the Courts of Lam: Notwithſtanding he with ſome Dif- 


iculty found Ready Money ſufficient to corrupt the 
Pretorian Cohorts; and where that was deficient, he 
ſupply'dallwith large Promiſes, and plaufibleSpeech- 

"Me | ? 1 CS, 
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Jon 'notto any dangerous Exp 
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ght Days, finding the Af. 


e ee e ſecredy:from the 


5 Emperor While he was ſacrificing, to an appointed 


ties and — ns 


tow 


fimee the Death US Nero, het 


eden thut Vinius 2b 


Jan to enumerate the 1 


vice it cuil diprovident Sparing j and hour Strip 


ignities true Diſcipline. 11 cares 


tes, hat ral d toge 
icled In 


Place," _ calling! the Soldiers together, 5 a ſet 
Deg exeral Cruel 
made by Galba in ſo ſhort Space, 
| urging, That theſe Things awhich- others account . heinous 
Crimes, are hy him term d gentle Remedies 3 Crueliy i is 


o_ oa di with the venerable . 
5 idee 
Aung * e 


celus,, ave;bf: Galha F. 
ther more Treaſure. than -any of 
Nt ments hal done in as many Years. 
And tertainly Vinius himſelf; if be bad been Emperor 
o hade Ihen leſs Covetorſmeſs,' and more Reſpect ; 
reſſes us u Vaſſals and treats us 


ar vile Strangers, whoſe Wealth ale on d, be ſufficient 


never 


"for the Donarive, hit lian ſo often caſh in your, Teeth, but 
70 your Purſes. In you alone lies: the preſent Re- 


d med for all theſe Diftemperr; and fince yougmydguing Con. 


„ babe already given me the Title of Prince; I will 


not he 22 a private Man; and a Prince Teannot be, while 


another poſſeſſesube Ihrone. ] deſire qou not to a M ar, lead 
loir z rh Soldiers within are all 


ek 5 >: 4 be ame Mund, and one unarm 4 Cohort noꝛp guatding the 
Eunperor, endeavudtrsnet to defend him againſt us, but rutber 
en From eſcuping your Hands ; and phen you {ball 


come in view, the greateſt I on you can bave ith them, 


it, bo ſhou A be moſt furꝛrald in myaſ i ſtanoe. At the finiſh» 
ing of this Speech, the Soldiers with loud Shouts and 
Acclamationstookhim uponthrir Shoulders, call dhim 


Emperor; and drawing their Swords to giye the great- 


er Terror to the People, carry d him to their Camp. 
Galba in the mean time ſuſpected nothing of this 


5 8 70 as his Counſels were ſudden and unpremedi- 


Aue, and when the News of it was brough 


to 


him, he was extremely diſheartned and confounded, 


tated, 
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ated, ſo they were 


in Arms, and appear in Publick, that his Preſence 
might ſtem the Torrent of this dangerous Tumult: 


the Matter as ſlight and inconſiderable, and others as 
fatal and ruinous. But at laſt being deluded by a 
falſe Report of O+bo's being ſlain, he rode arm d out of 
his Palace with his Guard, and many Followers, into 


dide, there enter d a conſiderable Body of Horſe, ſent 
from the Camp todeſtroy Galla; Who tho they came 


pling them under Foot; ag approac 


5 
161 
l 3 


re unconſtant and variable; For 
ſome were of Opinion chat he ought to put himſelf 


N 
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fy himſelf in the Capitol, and there to attend the Re- 
ſult of the whole Diſorder. The poor old Emperor 


continu d wavering and doubtfulwhat Reſolution o 
take, upon the account of the various Meſſages and 


Reports which were brought; for ſome repreſented 


the Grand Forum; whete infinite Numbers of People 
were gather d together to ſee the Effects of ſo furious 


4 


— 


down with rapid Violence, and with a full Reſoluti- 


on of diſpatching him, yet upon theirnigh Approach _ . 


to him, ſtood amaz d, and in a dubious Poſture; for 


a conſiderable Time, apprehending the Conſequence 
of their fatal Commiilion. At the ſame time Galbæ 
was in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, not know- 


ing upon what to reſolve, nor what Enterprize 
to undertake; the Crowds and Throngs of People 


driving him to and fro, with Amazement in their 


Countenances, and ſuch a Silence asargu'd great Fear 
and ſome portentous Paſſion. Galla thus ſtanding ir- 


reſolute whethet he ſhou'd return to his palace, or 
retire to the Capitol, having had ſufficient Time for 
either; but now miſſing his Opportunity, he found 


himſelf unable to do any thing for his Security; For 


being abandon'd by the greateſt Part of his Follow- 
ers, Fo Soldiers ſent by Otho immediately ruſh'd ina- 
mong rhe. People and Senate, diſperſing and tram 


” 


hing Galba, 78 43 20 


* 6 5. 


Galba 


Kain in "*rhew Smikeit off," 


Forum 


- men. 
—— Emperor of Rome, in the ſeventy third _ 
Of his 
Perſon who had gain'd the Empire unjuſtly, g goverm d | 
it injuriouſſy, and loſt it ſuddenly. 


and outward Proteſtations. 
eight Tears of Age, a perſon Valiant and Witty, 


| rs on with a Joy and Satiskactior x mof unbece AY 
bu His Gre eker e den en, Tacke, oo 


ſtretchd out his Neck, 


in the Streets till it was buried by 
This was the fatal End of Sergius Galba, the 
Age, after a ſhort Reign of Seven Months; a 


His Death was 
accompanied with the Slaughter of 1 many other Per- 


ſons, particularly of his three Favourites, Vinius, Laco, 


and Telus, Who had haſtned if not eſſected his Ruin; 
andlikewiſe with that of his adopted Son Piſo, whoſe 
Death Otho moſt of all -defir'd, and whoſe Head he. 


* * 5 9 2 
ee Yea 2 3 þ 
* . I. * 3 % : 


l On fame Day d 


who ſhould be moſt forward, effacing the Memory 
of Galla, extolling the Judgment © of the Soldiers, 


and with great Flartery killing the Hand of Orho ; 


and the leſs their Hearts and Affections were to- 
wards him, ſo much the more were their Geſtures 


of an ancient and honourable Family, and a great 
Favourite to Nero; but more for thè Conformity of 


their Humours and Vices, and the Beauty of his Wife 
Poppæa, than for his worthy Executing of ſome conſi- 
derable Offices with which he was intruſted;- Otho 


no finding 


himſelf thus highly 8 and 
n "_ Senators and the — Nobility of 


Rome, 


"re were fo the Good of the Common- 

le; Which was immediately 
; perform d, and his Head ſet on the point of a Lance, 

and preſented to Orb, from whence it was contemp- 


Tabel carried about the Camp, his Body remaining 
one of his Bond- 


. Galla was ae it mur- 
der'd in the Forum, the Senate and People, now but 
the Dregs of their Anceſtors, ran all by Heaps and 
Multitudes to the Camp, contending and preſſing 


Otho was now thirty 


went from thence through 
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bim the Empire-rather by Compulſion and the Conſtraint of 


iately went to the Senate, which Was 
aſſembled by the Prætorian Prefe# of the City, where 
beſides the ordinary Salutations and Applauſes, they Otho © © 
gave him the Title of Auguſtus, and all the other made Eme . 
Titles and Preheminences which the other Emperors err. 
ever obtain d. And having there made a brief Ora= 
tion, wherein he told the Fathers, That be took upon 


others, than' by his own choice and ſeeking, promiſing to go- 
vern the ſame by the: Counſel. and Advice of the Senate, he 


the Forum, which was all 
cover d with Blood and dead Bodies, to the Capitol, 
and from thence to the Imperial Palace: And thus 
was Orho the firſt Emperor, Who was advanc'd to this 


Honour by Means of the Prætorian Guards, which 


gave em Occaſion frequently to aſſume the Autho- 


rity of creating Emperors Aſterwards; a pernicious 
precedent for the Roman Empire, and ſor the Empe- 


rors themſelves, as Time and Experience manifeſted. 
Otho, contrary to the Expectation of many, deferr' d 
his Pleaſures, diſſembl'd his Riot, and luxurious Life, 
and order d all Things that was fitting for the Honour 
of the Empire. And firſt he commanded Marius Cel- 
ſuu, who had been highly advanc'd by Galla, to be 
brought into the Ci; expecting by pardoning o 
great a Man, and ſo odious to his Party, to purchaſe 
the juſt Title of Clemency in the Beginning of his 
Reign. Celſas being call'd, fearleſly confels'd the 
whole Accuſation of Fidelity to Galla, freely aſſert- 
ing, That Princes ougbit rather to reward ſuch Examples; 
and Orho admitting the Defence as juſt and vertuous, 


immediately advanc'd him next to himſelf. This Ars. 


with! the juſt Puniſhment of Tigellinus, Nero's Chie 


Inftramenc of Impurity, and his generous, Reſtorati- 


onaf the Perſons and Goods of all ſuch as had been 
unjuſtly exil'd by Nero, gain'd. him ſo much the Loe 
and Affection of the People of Rome, that they con- 
tinu d true and faith 


Reign. : wg 


"M2 While 


to him to the End of hisſhore 
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male Em. Manner, the Legions in the Lower Germany, having 
peror by the been purchas'd by the large Gifts and ſpecious Pro- 
German miſes of Virellius, after ſome Treaties and Impunities 
£1975. for Outrages, concluded tocreate him Emperor, which 
they effected, without attending the Will and Plea- 

ſure of the Senate, about thirteen Days before Galbs's 

Death. The ſudden News of which put Orho into a 

great Conſternation, and the City to no ſmall Con- 
Cern, well knowing that nothing but the Sword, and 

the Blood of ſo many Roman could determine this 

famous Conteſt, the Pretenſions being plauſible on 

both Sides. The German Legions pretended, That they 


* 


Dad as great an Authority to create an vi rye 3 
on be 


ons in Spain, and that Vitellius had a rightful. Poſſeſſi 
fore Otho' Creation; the Senate and Cohorts at Rome 
pretended, That they had the Supreme Power, and that in 
Them reſted the abſolute Authority to chuſe and create Empe- 
rot; and having made choice of Otho, they would not re- 
celle. And though Orho by this Means had the molt 
powerful Intereſt, and the moſt ſpecious Title; 
yet whether his guilty Conſcience threw him into 
timerous Apprehenſions, or his diſcompos'd Temper 
caus d him to dread the Miſeries of a Civil War, he 
ſought by large Promiſes to come to a Compoſition 
and Agreement with Vitellius; but nothing was con- 
cluded to the Satisfaction of either Party, and the 
Diſſentions daily increaſing both began their Prepa- 
rations for War. It was ſuppos'd by many, that ſe- 
_ © veral Perſons from Vitellius were come to the City to 
ſpy out and learn how the Parties were affected; 
wWhercupon the whole City was fill'd with Jealouſies 
and Apprehenſions, the ſecret Cloſets being ſcarce 
free from Fears. All Perſons turn'd and ſhap'd their 
DCDountenances according asthe News was favourable 
or formidable from abroad; and in the Senate no- 
thing was ſo difficult as an even and prudent Carri- 
age intheſe nice and perillous Times ; Silence ow 


RY 
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ChipoIV. OTH VI. a. 1 
be reckoned for Contumacy, Freedom of Speech for _ _ 


Inſolence, and Flattery was too well known to Orb 
who having been a Courtier, was too skilful in the 
Practice of it himſelf. The Cares and Fears of the 
City were much augmented by the great Preparati- 


ons of Otho, and the Diſabilities of the Nobility and 
Gentry in the Affairs of War: The chief of the Se- 


nate were grown old and impotent, wanting both 


the Power and Vigour of Soldiers; the Nobility were 


flothful, cover'd with the Ruſt of a long Peace, gand 
forgetting the Fatigues of a Camp; the Equires were 
difloly'd in Eaſe and Luxury, and ignorant in mili- 
tary Service, which the more they endeavour'd to 


_ conceal, the more they betray'd their Fears. The wi- 
ſer ſort began to ſhew great Concern at the Miſeries 
and Perturbations of the Commonwealth; bur the 
inconſiderate were ſwell'd with vain Hopes and ex- 


travagant Opinions; and many Perſons, Bankrupts 


in Peace, in theſe Troubles e to make the great- 
eſt Appearance; they being 
Was in the greateſt Danger and Diſorder. 


During the Time of theſe Preparations, Orho re- 


ceiv'd Advice that Yirellivs's Forces were upon their 
March towards rah, under the Conduct of two _ 
Commanders calPd Valens and Cæcinna; whereupon 
Otho departed from Rome with a fair Army, conſiſt- 


ing of the Roman Nobility, the Prætorian Cohorts, 


the Legions out of rhe Fleets upon the Halian Coaſts, 
and ſuch others as he could levy in that Time. In 


this manner he began his March from the City, very 


powerful as to Numbers of Men, tho generally unac- 
cuſtomed to War, leaving for the Government of 
Rome, Flavius Sabinus, Brother to Veſpaſian, Who Was 
then in Yudæa, and had ſworn his Army to Orho, and 
ſo continu'd his March againſt Vitellius, whole Forces 
were already arrived at the Alpes, to the number of 


ooo Men, whereof -40000 were commanded by 


Valens and the reſt by Cecinns, Vitelias himfelFre- 


M 3 maining 


afeſt; when the State 
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0 
maining in Gaul, in expectationot᷑ more Troops from 2 
Germany, and the Legions from Britain, Upon the 8 
nigh Approach of theſe numerous Armies this fatal 6: 

Civil War was begun, or rather that braun by Finde, | © 
and Galba againſt; Nero was continu'd ; which occa- 4 
ſion d many to make melancholy Reflections upon | 8 
C 
W 
hi 
w 
ff 


the Wars between Fulias Cela and Popper, and be- 


tween Auguſtus and Antony, wherein ſo much Roman 
Blood was ſhed; from which fatal Miſeries the State 
had been free for almoſt an hundred Years, tho not 
from thole of Tyranny. and unbounded Ambition, 
the general and almoſt certain Fore-runners of the 
other. Otbo of late had been much troubled with 
unuſual Dreams and diſmal Apprehenſions, and tis 
reported, that one Night fetching ſeveral profound 
Sighs in his Sleep, his Servants: ran haſtily ro his of 
- Bed-fide, and found him upon the Ground; after 
which he uſed many Expiations to appeale the Gholt 1 75 
of Galla, which ſeem d to beat and puſh him rude- 5 
ly out of the Bed. However, be procceded with NY | 
great ſhew of Courage, and arriving at the City of 
_  Brixellum Oh the River Po, he remain'd there, ſend- 
ing his Forces before him, under the Conduct of 
Worthy Commanders, particularly Suetonizs and Cel- 3 
ſut; Who were very little reſpected by the Soldiers, 
being grown proud and inſolent with the Thoughts 
g creating an Emperor, imagining that no Man Ke 
lels chan he ought to have Command over them. 2 
The like want f Obedience was in the Armies of f z 
Vitellius, and upon the fame Account; and both 0 
Parties proceeded with ſuch Haſte and Precipitation. ſer 
that beſides Skirmiſhes and other Encounters, in a 
few Days Space, three conſiderable” Battels were a 
tought; one nigh Placentia, another nigh Cremona, | 
Calbe in all hien 
omans had the Advantage, tha the as 


| anda third nigh a Place call'd Capor; 
| Otho and the N 
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Mosa on both ſides was, Rome and the Empire! ex 
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together, wan re- enforcing their Army wit . 
Supplies from ſeveral Parts; now reſolving to ha- 


— 


ard all in one generrl Bartel, if the other parties 


Joyful for the Advantages gain d by his Generals, 


Cremona and Verona; and finding the Enemy, not» 


wichſtanding their late Loſſes, very forward to give 


whether. to protract the War, or hazard a Battel. 


ders declar d, That it was their Opinion, That protratt- 


ing the War was much. the wiſeſt and ſafeſt Courſe, ſince the 
whale Force and Power of Vitellius were arrived, and were © 


uon in want of many. Neceſſaries, which obliged them ta 
offer Battel as their ſpeedieſt way of ſupplying themſelves: 
On the. contrary, 8 1, well provided of all 
Things, and Italy, and the Senate and People of Rome at 
bis Devotion, Names »hichwere never. quite. darken d, tho 
ſometimes obſcured. Moreover ſeveral Provinces had re- 


 volted from Vitellius, whereas all his Provinces food firms 
to him; and the Legions in Pannonia, Mcehia and Dal- 


matia, were now upon their March to his Aid: So that he 
had no Reaſon ſo often and ſo raſhly to tempt his Fortune, 
and therefore be ought to weary out his Enemy by Delays, or 
tar for 4 greater Power, where there could be no: doubt 


of Victory. But ſome others, whoſe unexperienced Heat 


and miſguided Vigour made them too defirous of a 
Bartel, declared, 7hat nothing but that could end the Mi- 


ſeries of the State, proteſting that Fortune aud all the Gods, _ 


with the God-head of Otho' favoured the Deſign, and 


ould undoubtedly proſper the Enterprix e; deſcending to 


this groſs and extravagant Flattery, to prevent others 


from croſſing their Opinion. Ocho inclined whollyto 
the latter, approved of their Counſel, and comman- 
ded the ſame to be put in Execution; for he was ſo. 


extreamly uneaſie under * War, that he thought 
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it a leſs Pohifiment'to loſe a Victory, than tobe con- 
tinually rack d with Fears and Suſpences. After which 
it wWas agreed, That the Emperot-ſhoutd not perſonally be in 
the Battle,” ſo that heing fres from the donbtful Events of 
the Hield, be might reſerve himſelf for the main Fortune o 
the State; and he retiring to Brixellum, his Army ad- 
vanc d towards the Enemy, ho lay encamp'd not 
far diſtant.” Orbo's Soldiers were generally Men of no- 
ble Prefence, ſtrong and valiant, but had but ſmall 
Experience in the War; on the contrary, thoſe of . 
ell were not only more numerous, but were old 
_ - diſciplined Men, and train d up in Arms from their 
Tourh. Ter che Otbonium tho they were at firſt de- 
cCeœiv'd and almoſt confounded wit a falſe Sew of 
Accommodation from their Enemies, attack'd them 
with great Courage and Bravery, and at the firſt On- 
fer flew allthe firſt Rank, and won the Eagle, the Bat · 
tel continuing cruel and bloody on both ſides. The 
Armies were extreamly incumber'd with Trees and 
Hedges, ſo that they were oblig:d to fight with: but 
ſmall Regularity, bearing down upon one another, 
Body to Body, Buckler to Buckler, hewing their 
Way with their Swordsand Battle Axes, after à con- 
fus ddreadful manner, each Man furiouſſy contending, 
as if the Event of the whole War depended upon his 
--own'fingle Valour. At length the 8 both 
by their Numbers and Skill gain'd upon the Flank 
Of their Enemies, and the Pretorian Cohorts imme- 
diately betook themſelves to flight; which ſhortly 
after cauſed the intire Defeat of the Othonians, WO 
Otho!, fed towards Bebriacam with great Confuſion; and 
Armyovers- 2 miſerable Slaughter. made by the Enemy, who 
thrown. - thought it no Advantage to take many priſo- 


In the mean time Otho at Brixellum waited for the 


Oe 


* . 


Neuss of the Battle with great Impatience ; and one 
of the firſt who brought him an Account of it was Ig. 
à Common Soldier, who being tax'd with Falſhood || 
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owardice by ſome Perſons about the Emperor, 
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he immediately fell upon his Sword at Othos Feet; 
at che ſight of which he cried out, Thathe would css 


the Ruin of no more of ſuch waliant and worthy Soldiers! 
e- Soldiers: ardent Affection was ſuch, that the 
ſtay d not for any Comfort or Encouragement from 


the 


their Emperor, but gathering all about him, endea- 


vour d to animate and revive his Courage, telling 


him, That there were ſtill Forces ſuſſicient both for bis Re- f 


venge and Security, and they would ſuffer all imaginable 


Perils and Extrimities for his ſate. They who ſtood at 


a great diſtance; lift up their Hands, and beſoughr 


him; the neareſt embrac'd his Knees, eſpecially Plotize 


Firmus, the Prætorian Præfect, beſeeching him Not to a- 


bandon ſo true and deſerving Soldiers, ſo loving and faithful 
an Army; averring, That it was a greater. Inſtance |of 
Magnanimity to ſuſtain, than to avoid the heauy Shock 


7 Fortune; that brave and valiant Men ſupport themſelves | 
J 


Hope againſt Fortune ; while 2 and impotent Spi- 


rits by Fear, are ſuddenly driven to Deſpair. But not all 


their Perſwaſions and Intreaties, nor all the apparent 
probability of Succeſs, if he would continue the War, 
could in the leaſt divert him from that Reſolution he 


had now taken; a Reſolution ſo generous in its Na- 


ture, that ſome Authors think it rather the Effect of 


ſomeſudden Inſpiration, than of anything that could 


proceed from a Temper ſo ſoft, and a Life fo effemi- 
nate as his. Having made ſilence, he couragiouſly 


ſpoke to them after this manner: -1 eſteem this Day a 


far more happy and glorious than that wherein you made me 


Emperor, ſince it has manifeſted ſuch ſenſible Tokens of your 


Love and Affection, and ſuch incopteſtible Proofs of your 


Duty and Loyalty; therefore I heſeech you not to deny me . 


rably for the Safety of ſo many brave Soldiers and worthy 
Citizens as you are. There can be no Occaſion for thoſe Le- 


Lions and Forces coming to my Aſſiſtance, mce the Enemy is 


een 


Virtus 


thas Favour, which is, to ſuffer me to die juſtly and honous | 


— * 
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Viertue and Valour in Dangers wholly needleſs, is too dear a A 

Purchaſe of Life; andthe greater Hopes you bave f Succeſs, oft 

the more honourable will be my Death, as being voluntary, 10 

and not by any Conſtraint. Aſſure your ſelves, I had rather fee 

die than reign Emperor, ſince Ican never ſo much advance bi 

.. the Roman State by Wars and Bloodſhed, as by ſacrificing 

n ſelf for be Peace of it; and whereas others have purcha« Il (+. 

ſed Fame and Glory by their well. governing and ſupporting En 

the Empire, I may reaſonably expett a Name for leaving it, Mo 

rather than to permit my Ambition to eaten or deſtroy it. ¶ the 

Aud therefore I deſire that yourvould take this as anundoubt- 387 

ed Proof of un Courage and Refolution, that I make no Com- ..q 

pelaints of hard Fortune or ill Succeſs; for to blame either ſa 

Gods or Men, implies a mean and indirect Deſire of Living. of 
 ..- _  Aﬀeerthis Speech, in a courteous manner, he de- the 

ſir'd the old Men, and requir'd- the young to yield 155 

ef? themſelves to Vitellius as ſoon as poſſible, leſt by De- ws 
lays they provok d his further Diſpleaſure. Then re- 
buking the unreaſonable Fears of thoſe about him, 

without any alteration in his Countenance, or ſigns 

of Fear in his Speech, he retir'd to his Chamber; 
Where he writ two confolatory Letters to his Siſter, 

and one to Meſſalina, who had formerly been marry'd 

to Nero, and whom he had deſign'd for his own, re- 
commending his Memory and Aſhes to her. After 

this he burnt ſuch Letters and Papers as might be pre- 
Judicial to any Perſon aſterwards, and diſtributed 
What Money and Jewels he had among his Friends 
and Domeſticks. Being prepar'din this manner, and 
reſolv d to die, a Tumult ariſing, he perceiv d the Sol- 

diers ſtopping and upbraiding thoſe who were going 

away, as Traytors and Deſerters of their Sovereign, 00 
Ne then, (aid be, Let us add this Night toour Life, and III 

forbadallViolence to beus'd,commanding hisCham- aicrs. 

ber io be left open till it was very late, and ordering a ¶ Lodg 

free entrance to all who deſir d to ſee him. After II Ke 
which, the Doorsbeingſecur d, and having quench d I Nee 


his Thirſt wich a draught of cold Water, he took | 72772 
| 9 JJ - 7 0008 i mou 


rwo Daggers, and having try d and choſen che ſharp- 
eſt, he laid it under his Pillow, and fell into a pro- 
found Sleep; but awaking about break of Day, and 


ſeeing one of his Servants remaining, he commanded 


him to retire, and taking the Dagger, gave himſelf 1 
2 mortal Stab on the left Side, 2 with a ſingle 8 ay 5 
Groan ended his Life. This was the remarkable 
End of Osho, the Eighth Emperor of Rome, but three 
Months and five Days after he had traiterouſſy mur- 
ther d his Prince, and uſurped the Empire; a perſon, 

as Tacitus writes, Who by two Acts, one the moſt de- 
teſtable, and the other the moſt laudable, equally de- 
ſerved Infamy and Renown among Poſterity, Moſt 

of his Soldiers who were preſent about him, after 
they had kiſs'd his Hands and his Feet, and given him 

the Character of a moſt couragious and magnani- 
mous Emperor, kilFd themſelves about his Funeral 


| 18 


pile; and many who were abſent, underſtanding 


the Manner of his Death, were fo deeply and ſeniu- 
bly affected, that they {lew one another. Finally, ma- 
ny Who, While he was living, deteſted and abhorred 


him, now as much applauded and extolled him; and 


it grew to a common Opinion and Diſcourſe among 

the People, That he depos d Galba not ſo much oat of Am- | _ 
bition, as to reſtore the Liberty of the Commonwealth, | 
However, his great Care for the good of the pub 
lick, had gain d him the Affection of the Senate and 


People of Rome, notwithſtanding all his Perſonal 


Vices; which may ſerve for one Inſtance to mani- 
feſt rhe great Facility of any Prince's gaining the 
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III. Shortly after the De 


3 


th of Otho, all the Sol- A. D. 


diers, both Legionary and Prærtorian, repair d to the 
Lodgings of Virginins. Commander of the German 
Legions, earneſtly begging him, To take upon bim the 
Name of Emperor, offering bim tbeir utmoſt Service and / _ 
Alfſtance'; and if he thought fit not to accept of their Eu- 


prez 


K 
- Book I. 

pre, that he wou'd pleaſe to be their Ambaſſador to Va- 
12 and Cæcinna, in order to obtain their Pardons. Vir- 
ginius alledged, That it wou d be a bigh piece of Indiſcreti- 

on, as well as Preſumption, to accept of the Empire from 

© the Hands of a vanquiſh d Army, having refus d the ſame 
o» the German Legions before NerO's | Death, at a time 
 aphen bis Succeſs would have been almoſt unqueſtionable ; 
but finding the Soldiers eager and tumultuous, he 

gaye em ſome hopes of being their Ambaſſador and 
Mediator, til he had retir'd into his Lodging, from 
hence he ſuddenly withdrew toa private palace, till 

their Fury had ſpent it ſelf, But Rubrius Gallus, a 

Perſon of confiderable Note, immedialy undertook 

the Embaſſy to Virellizs's Captains, where Peace and 

Pardon was obtain'd for all the Soldiers: and Com- 

. -manders overthrown at Bebriacum, as alſo for thoſe 
Senators who had accompany'd Ortho, and were now 

+» . at Mutina. And at Rome, as ſoon as the Death of 
Otto was publiſh'd there, Fabius Sabinus. Præfect 
pof the City, aſſembl'd the Senators, who tho” they 
Vitellius hated Vitellius, immediately pronounced him Empe- 
made Em- ror with the uſual Solemnities, giving him the Title 
Fer. of Auguſtus, and Pater Patriæ, with other honourable 
FEpithets, reſolving to return great Thanks both to 
im and his Army for what. they had done. Tho 
at the ſame time ahn was ſeverly harraſs'd by the 
Soldiers, who committed ſuch Robberies and Out- 
fages, as exceeded all the Oppreſſions of the moſt 
calamitous War; and in their Inſolencies they made 
no diſtinction between Perſons or Things ſacred or 
profane. Vitellius was then in Gaul, and that he might 
do ſome memorable Act of Juſtice before he went 
tg Rome, he caus d all the Prætorian Cohorts, who 
had been Inſtruments in Galba's Death, and Othos 
Advancement, to be diſarm'd and depriv'd of the 
Name and Honour of Soldiers, commanding alſo 
120 of the moſt Guilty to be put to Death, whom 
he diſcoper'd by their demanding a Reward for 


% * 


3 
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killing of Galba. By which honourable Act he gave 
great hopes of an excellent Prince; but he immedi- 
ately let looſe the Reigns of the former Vices and 
Extravagancies; inſomuch that he deſerv'd to be 


lanked amongſt the worſt of Princes, and the worſt 


of Men. As ſoon as he began his Journey for Rome, 
he rode through the Cities and Towns with all ima- 
ginable Pomp and Pride. He ſtirred not upon the 
Rivers, but in his panes Galleys, curiouſly adorned 
with Garlands and Flowers, and profuſely furniſhed 
with the moſt exquiſite Delicacies and Provocatives 
to Glatrony; and in all his Journey there was no 
Order or Diſcipline either among his Soldiers or Ser- 
vants, he himſelf being highly pleas d with their con- 
tinual Rapines and Inſolencies, - how inſupportable 
ſoever.” For they were not fſatisfy'd with devour- 
ing all Places with Free Quarter, but they Enfran- 


chis'd Slaves, beat, wounded, and ravith'd at their 
pleaſure. Upon his Arrival at Bebriacum, where the 
laſt Battel was fought, he was very deſirous of feeins 


the Place, where were great Numbers of ſcattere 
Bodies torn in Pieces, Limbs diſmally mangled, Fi- 


gures of Horſes and Men putrify'd, and the Air and 


Ground tainted with Stench and Blood, all which he 


view'd with infinite Pleaſure and Satisfaction; and 
when ſeveral of his Train ſhew'd great Uneaſineſs 


for the noiſome Smells, he impiouſſy told 'em, That 4 
dead Enemy ſmells well, but a dead Citizen better: Yet 


immediately to correct and qualify the nauſeous 
Scents, he call'd for large Quantities of Wine, and 
drinking publickly, he with the like Vanity diftri- 


1 1 


buted the reſt. among his Soldiers. 


Vauitellius being arriv'd at Rome, as in his Journey 

infinite Ravages and Outrages were committed by 
the various Nations which accompany'd him, ſo his 
Entry with ſuch a numerous Army became a for- 

midable SpeRacle to the City; for he entered it as 


: = on Courſer, 
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Courſer, adorn'd with his Military Habiliments; the 


Senate and People of Rome going before him, as cho 
he had triumph'd over m, himſelf ſurrounded with 
Standards and Colours, and his Army marching after 
him in a confusꝰd diſorderly manner. In this ill Or- 
der he march d up to the Capitol to ſacrifice to Ju- 

iter, from whence he repair d to the Imperial Pa- 
lace; and the next Day commanding the Senate to 


be aſſembled, he made a fulſome Speech, extrava- 


gantly magnifying and extolling his own Acts, pro- 


miſing extraordinary Advantages from his Ad mini- 
ſtration, and was humbly an{wer'd by them, obey'd 
and honour d as Emperor, and their Sovereign Lord. 
Departing from the Senate towards the Palace, he 


was met with the Body ofthe Commons, who having 
been accuſtomꝰ d to flatter all in Authority, without 


Conſidering Truthor Falſhood, highly applauded and 
bleſs d their new Emperor; and hen he 


de deny d the 
Name of Auguſtus, they conſtrain d him to accept of 


it; and he now «took it with as much Vanity, as he 


had before refus d it. Theſe firſt Solemnities being 
finiſh'd, he immediately after caus d himſelf to be 
choſen Pontifex Maximus, and to be made perpetual 
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Chap. IV. OT NO VII. 
Name of the ancient Chaldzans, given warning . 
tellius Germanicus to depart the World by the Calends of 
the ſaid October. That it might appear to all, what 
Example he deſign d to follow in his Government, 

he publickly ſacriſic d to the Manes of Nero, in a 
general Aſſembly of the Prieſts in the Campus h. 
tius : And at a ſolemn Feaſt, being much pleas d 
with a Perſon playing upon the Harp, he comman- 
va- ¶ ded him to ſing ſomething in the Praiſe of Domiti- 
ro- ; whereupon the Harper beginning one of Nero's * 
ni- Songs, he immediately leap'd up, and gave the firſt 
Wort a DAE 
rd. In this manner Vitellius began his Empire, his 8ol- 
he ¶ ders having leave to take their Fill of the Debauche- 
ng ries of the Town ; fo that in a ſhort time their Bo- 
out dies were waſted, and enfeebled by Lazineſs, and 
nd their Spirits broken by Luſt and Luxury. The prin- 
he cipal Affairs of State were manag d by the Counſel 
of Nor Capricio of Players, Charioteers, and ſuch con- 
he emptible Perſons, among which Aſiaticus his Freed- 
ng nan, and memorable for nothing but his infamous 
be Life, had a principal Place. He now abandon'd him 
nal elf to ſuch Luxury and Profuſeneſs, to which he had 
11- been accuſtom'd in the Reigns of Caligula and Nero; 
9 

ir 


eſpecially to Gluttony, the abominable Exceſs where 


ir Not turn d him to a very Monſter: For he uſually eat 
rd our or ſive Meals each Day; and the better to ſu- 
1is lain that courſe of Life, he brought his Body to a 


m Habit of Vomiting whenever he pleas' d. All his Meals | | 
la- were prodigiouſly expenſive, tho they were not al- | 
gn ways at his own Charge; for he frequently invited 1 
h- IAhimſelf to his Friends, to Breakfaſt in one Place, to —V 
te a Dinner in another, to a Supper in a third, all in the . 

e- ame Day; and they generally entertain d him after 

1g ſach a ſumptuous Manner, that each Treat ſeldom 

& Ncoſt leſs than Ten Thouſand Crowns. But the moſt 

i- memorable Supper made for him was by his Brother, 

he Jt his firſt Arrival at Rome, in which were two Thou- 


ſand 


i 


| your em. Tacitus 1 rYepOo! 


Fol ſerv'd up, the moſt valuable that cou 10 Er. pro- 
curd: Yet his own Profuſeneſs exceeded all this at 
the Dedication of that Charger, which, by reaſon of 
its vaſt Capacity, he tetm'd Minewva's-Targer ;-in 
Which was a rich Olio made of the Sounds of the Fiſh 
. call'd Scarri, the Brains of Pheaſants and Peacocks, the 
Tongues of Birds call'd Pheenicopterus; and the Spaun 


of Sea-Lampreys, brought from the Carpathian Sea to 
the arthermaſt Coaſts of Spain. For the making of 
this prodigious Charge, he took care to have a Fur 
hace built on purpoſe in the Fields. Nor was he more 
- Infatiable than unſeaſonable in his Gluttony, not 
"Kg able to contain himſelf, during the time he was 
at Sacrifice, from plucking che Entrails, Corn, and 
Meal, half - roaſt and parch d, out of the Fire, to de- 

s, that no Perſon in this Em- 
perorꝰs Court, fought to raiſe themſelves by Vertueor 
Abilities; the only way io Preferment, being by 
profuſe Banquets and ſumptuous Treats made to the 
5 l who conſidering nothing but che preſent 
| Enjoyment of his Pleaſures, in four Months time 
__ waſted above ſeven Millions of our Money, and 
ruin'd many Cities and Families; ſo that Feſephs 
tells us, that if he had Reign d long, the nale Em 
pire would not have been lufkcient ta have n 
_Tain'd his Gluttony. ; 
During theſe Pleaſures, Het eee he execu 
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ted barbarous Cruelties, ſuch as demonſtrated, thai 


Nero Was his Fxample; and he was ſo eagerly bent 
towards all fanguinary Acts, that he puniſh: *d allforts 
of People with Death, ard upon the ſmalleſt O 
ſions. There was no Fraud nor Hyꝑocriſie 5 he 
left unpractis d, todeftroy ſuch Perions of Quality a 
had formerly been his Aſſociates and'School-Fellows 


cCareſſing them at firſt, and giving them a Share in the 


SGovernment, till he ſhortly found Pretences to rui 
785 And Soing to viſit one of em in tent Fe 
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on his deſiring to drink, he mingled Poyſon 


with Cold Water, and deliver'd it to him with his 
own Hands. He ſeldom or never excus'd ſuch Uſu- 


rers, Scriveners, or Publicans as demanded payment 
of his former Debts; of which Number one —— 


to falute him, he commanded him to be put to dear 


* 


immediately; but his Mind ſuddenly changing, he 
ſent for him back: But as this Action was applaud- 


ed by thoſe about him as a ſignal piece of Clemency, 


he caus' d him to be executed before his Face, de- 


Spectacle. Having condemn'd another to Death, he ex- 
ecuted his two Sons with him, only for their preſu- 


ming to intercede for their Father. A Roman Knight 


likewiſe being haf d away to his Puniſhment, and cry- 
ing out to the Emperor, That be had male him bis Heir z 
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claring, That be deſgn'd only to feed his Eyes with the 


he caus d him to produce his Will, and finding him» 


felf only Co- Hair with another Friend of the Teſta- 
tor's, to make the Inheritance fully ſecure, he com- 


manded both to be executed. He likewiſe put ſeve- 


ral of the meaner fort to Death, only for deriding 
the Colours of ſome Charioteers whom he favour'd, 


ſuppoſing chat they did it in contempt of him, and 


that they durſt not have been ſo audacious, but upon 
the hopes of a Revolution. He was ſuſpected alſo 


to have been aceeſſary to his Mother's Death, having 
commanded that no Meat ſhou'd be given her, under 
pretence it wou'd injure her, by reaſon of her Sick- 


neſs; being induc'd to this by the Predictions of an 


old Woman, whom he belicy'd as an Oracle, and 
who had told him, "That if he ſfurviv d bis Mother, be 
bond fen many Years in Happineſs and Security, Theſe” 


horrid Vices only ſeem'd to put him in mind of his 


exalted State, for elſe fo ſtrange a Stupidity had ſeiz d 
on him, that if others had not known him to be the 
Emperor, he himſelf would have ſoon forgot it. He 


accounted all bitter that was wholeſome and benefi- 


cial, ſuffering nothing but what was pleaſant and in- 


toxicating; 
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Mirth and Sottiſhneſs 


now. began to revolt, and ſhortly after unanimouſly 


had proceeded with great Bravery and Renown 


reſolv d ro make Veſpaſian their Emperor. Veſpaſtun 


againſt the perſidious Jes, and had reduc'd; molt | 
ot their Country except Feruſalem, when he heard of 
the Death of Nera, and the Succeſſion of Galla; which 
cCaus'd him to defer his deſign' d Enterprize againſt 
Feruſalem, lending his Son Titus to know Galbi's Pleas 
- tare: Titus was ſo long ſtopp'd by contrary Winds, 
that upon his Arrival on the Coaſts of Acbaia in Greece, 
he underſtood of Galba's Death, and Othos Advance- 
ment; which News caus'd him to return to his Fa- 


ther in Fudæa. And during the civil Conteſt between 


Otbo and Vitellius,Veſpaſian continu'd Neuter, tho he 


acknowledged Or tor Emperor, till Vitellius obtain'd 
the Victory and the Empire; a Matter no ways plea- 
ſing to him, nor to the Commanders in the Eat, all 


highly diſliking fo vicious a Man, and ſo corrupt a 


Governor as Vitellius: So that when the Day came 


wherein they were to {wear Allegiance to the Ne 
Emperor in the Preſence of Veſpaſian, they perform'd. 


theSolemnity with great Silence and Heavineſs. And 
now Veſpaſian renewing the War in Fudæa with ex- 
traordinary Fame and Honour, and having reſolv'd 
upon the Siege of Feruſalem; the Murmurings and 
Liicontents increas d againſt the new Emperor, not 


only 


gl. | 


rtifying himſelf with confus d 
againſt all Dangers and Exi- 
gencies, he loſt the very Remembrance of Things 
paſt, and the Thoughts of Things to come; not the 
leaſt mention of War was made before him, and the 
Rumour and Diſcourſe of it was ſtrictly forbidden in 
Vaͤitellius having by his abominable Life made him - 

ſelf odious to che City, and by the daily Inſolen - 

cies and Cruelties of his Soldiers, inſupportable to 
the Country; the Legions in the Eaſt, tho in the be- 
ginning of his Reign they refus d not his Authority, 
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only in Veſpaſtan's Army, but likewiſe in thoſe of Sy- 
ria and Agypt, as alſo in the other Legions of ithe 
Eaſt; inſomuch that they all fixed their Eyes upon 
Veſpufian, as a perſon moſt worthy of the higheſt Au- 
thority, and moſt able to put an end to the Miſeries 
of his Country, reſolving to create him Emperor 
N againſt Vitelliut. This Deſign was favour'd and pro- 
„moted by the Nes they receivd, that the Legions 
„in Ae and Pannomia had the ſame Reſolution; for 
o they being upon their March to Otho's Aſſiſtan ez; 
and underſtanding of his Defeat and Death, return d 
y, back, refuſing Obedience to Vitellius, Wwhom they ha- 
ly ted, declaring themſelves ſhortly after for Veſpaſan. 
Upon theſe Motions there paſs d ſeveral Meſſages 
n and Letters between Alexander Governor of , 

t and Autianus Governor of Syria, a Perſon of great 
of | Renown both in War and Peace, ee 8 hat 
h Veſpaſum ſhould be Emperor, tho'heutrerly refus'dirc,, . . . 
ft 7 promoted, Alaranden made e bafan 
a- the firſt Overture; and Veſpaſian Was proclaim d Em+ Emperor by 
Is, peror in his Abſence at Alerandria, all the Army the Ea- 
e, confixming it with extraordinary Applauſe, and pay. fern Zee 
e- ing their accaſtom'd' Homage. io HOH Ba 
a- About eighi Days after this, Veſpaſians Army like- 
n Nuiſe proclaim'd him Emperor, and intreated him to 0 
1e accept of the Government, which he reſolutely re- 
d us d upon many Accounts; which occaſion d ſeve- 

Il ſecret Conferences between him and his Friends 
1 %o whom he urg' d the many Difficulties and Dan»! 
a gers that attended ſo great an Enterprize, particular- 
ly, That iu all Civil Biſſentiont rhe Faith of Soldiers is 
perpetually wavering;; iberefore it would be indiſcreet, as / 
well as diſhonourable;to hazard himſelf and his Reputation, 
to gain Empire at this Age. That Wars of this Nature re- 
ure infinitely more Vigour and Reſolution than all others: 
For in private Enterprives a "Perſon may proceed and ſtop I 
here he pleaſes; but in gaining a Crown, there is no Me- . || 
dium between the State of 4 Prince, and the Death of a 1 
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for hou many renoum d Perſons have of late been deſtroy d, 
only becauſe their Merits: and Victories diſtinguiſhed em 
from the Vulgar: Sothat formerly ſeeking the Empire might 
' bave been term d Ambition and Treaſon; but now the Em- 

- pire muſt be your only Refuge and Sanctuary. Ilie riſe not 
Againſt Auguſtus; a Perſon of that profound Inſight and 
Prudence, nor againſt the wan old Age of Tiberius, br 
Againſt the Houſe of Caligula, Claudius and Nero; rooted 

j ſo many Deſcents into the Empire: :Tou alſo, gave place 

0 the Antiquity of Galba Family; but to ſleep. no, and 

tso abandon the State, to be thus abominably polluted, and 

a 4 miſerably ruim d, 25 an unpardonable piece of Sloth and 
Cowardice; tho your living in this Slavery, mere always ] 

As ſufe as it is diſhonourable. We: are to meet an Enemy 

enervated with Licentionſneſs, Armies diſſolv d in Eaſe and 

Luxury, and the very March of our Forces ill immediate) 

Aiſcloſe all the ſecret Diſtempers of the preſent Government: 

Nor do I rely more upon pour Vigilance and Conduct, than 
_ the Stupidity and | Cruelty of Vitellius. And more 
tban all, this our Cauſe is far more juſtiſiable in War 
flhban in Peace; for they who deliberate to rebel, have al- 
ready rebell d. After this Speech, the reſt came more 
booldly about him, exhorting and perſwading him 
and laying before him the Oracles and Prophecies 
and the favourable: Aſpects of the Heavens; ti 
finding all Ways ineffectual, his Soldiers forc'd an 
compell'd him with their drawn Swords, threat 
ning him with immediate Death if he refus d the 
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upon Veſpaſian took upon him the Imperial Authori- 


ty, and Borer after all the Armies in the Eaſt came 


to his Obedience and Service; as likewiſe did choſe 
of Maſia, Pannonia, Noricum and Dalmatia. All thin g 
ſucceeding thus proſperouſly on Veſpafian's ſide, he 
calfd a Council of War, with Matianus, Alexander, 
and his Son Titus; where it was decreed, that Titus 
ſhould continue the Wars againſt the Fes; that Au- 
tianus with all poſſible Diligence, ſhould with the 
greateſt part of the Legions enter ah; and that Veſ- 
paſian ſhould go to Alexandria to make Proviſion from 
all Parts, and with a greater Power to paſs over into 


Taly, there to join Muti anus, as Occaſion ſhould re- 


quire it: All which Deſigns were ſpeedily and di- 


gent put in esschtion. E 
At the ſame time the Mæſian Legions heating of 


Mutianuss dehign'd Expedition, choſe Antonius Primus 
for their Commander, an excellent Soldier, who had 


been baniſh'd by Nero, and reſtor d by Galba, and haſt- | 


ned into Haly before Mutianus could arrive; either 


wich Deſign of ſnewing their extraordinary Readi- 
| neſs to ſerve Veſpaſian, or in hopes of gettingthe Plun- 
der of that Country. Great e on the Em- 


peror's fide were made againſt all theſe threatning 
as to have but ſmall Concern for the Publick, yet his 
two chief Commanders, Valens and Cæciuna, at firſt 
us d great Diligence and Expedition, both in oppoſing 


the coming down of Antony from Maſia, and in pre- 


venting the landing of Muti anus, whom they expect- 
ed ſhortly in Italy. But as Antony had already enter'd 


the Nvrth-weſt Parts of Italy, Cæcima with the prin- 


cipal Forces of Vitellius, haſtened has: March towards 
him, and arriv'd at Cremona, not far diſtant from 


the Enemy; but conſidering the Effeminacy of his 
Army, he hearkned to the friendly Advice ſent him 
by Antony, and perſuaded his Soldiers, not 70 ut 
e „„ 10 
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Empire, as Foſepbus and ſome others teſtiſie. Where- 
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| a imaginable Outrages and Batharkies, and | bitt 
ain no regard ro Age, Sex or Dignity. | - | 


Ditellius Was wallowing in all manner of Luxury 


and Exceſs, when the News of this great Defeat was 


brought to him; at which he was ſo extreamly ſtaril'd 
and ĩrreſolute, that he became deſpicable and ridicu- 
lous to all Men. But at laſt rouzing himſelf a little 
from his drowtfie Life, and intoxicating Pleaſures, he 


 order'd Julius Priſcus, and Alpbenus Varus, with what 


Forces he cou d procure, to guard the narrow Paſſage 
of the Apennine Mountains, and prevent Antony's 
March to Rome, reſerving conſiderable Forces to ſe- 


cure the City under his Brother Lucius. At laſt 


through the Inſtant Importunities of his Army lying 
at Mevania, aſſuming a great Train of Senators, partly - 
upon Suit, and principally upon Fear, he repair d 
to his Camp irreſolute of himſelf, and obnoxious to 
all unfaithful Counſels. Nothing appear d more ridi- 
culous to the Romans, than to ſee their Prince and 
Commander without Skill in Arms, void of Dire- 
ction and Counſel, demanding of others in what Or- 
der to march, What Diligence was requir'd for Dilgp-. 
veries, what Means was to be obſer vd to carry on the 
War, and upon every flying Rumour fearful in Coun- 
renance, and trembling his Body, and beſides all, moſt 
commonly drunk. At length growing weary of his 
Camp, and underſtanding of the Revolt of his Fleet 
at Miſenum, he return'd to Rome, ever fearful of the 
laſt Blow, and always careleſs of the principal Con- 
cern. But his Fears daily increaſing, he thought of 
a Compoſition with Veſpaſian; and being offer d by 
Letters from Antony and Mutianus, that if he wou'd 
peaceably reſign the Empire, his Life ſhou'd be grant- 
ed him, and a Place and a Revenue ſufficient for his 
Maintenance; hereupon in December, he departed 
out of his Palace in deep Mourning, with his Ser- 
vants all ſad and weeping about him, and his little 
Son carry'd in a ſmall Chair, as if it were to his Bu- 
rial, All Perſons that had any Senſe of Human Inſta- 
bility, were mov'd at mr Object, to fee an Empe- 
de eee eee nee 10 
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blence deſtroy d Julius Ceſar, and ſecret Conſpiracy 
Caligula; Night and the obſcure Corner of a Coun- 


| Virellius 
| - wffers to re- 


ſign the 


"try-Houſe cover d Nere's Flight, Piſo and Galba dyd 
as it were in the Field, but Vitellius in the Aſſembly 
Of his own People; and amidſt his own Soldiers. Ha- 
ying utter d ſome Words agreeable to his preſent Miſ- 
tune, Ihat he gave Place in regard of Peace, and the 
Goad of the Repwblick, only deſiring them to retain ſume Re- 
membrance of him, and take pity of his Brother, his Wife, 
young Children; at length overcome with Tears, 
he Offer d his Sword to Cæcilius the Conſul, ſurren- 
dring thereby the Power of Life and Death over the 


Empire. Citizens. Which when the Conſul refus d to accept, 


of Concord, and ſo repair d to his Palace. 
Mitellius the next Day taking Courage fr 


ne Who cry d out, 


he departed, proteſting, That he ou d lay down all bis 
Regalities in the Temple of Concord, and ſo as.a 
Mam retire to his Brothers s Houſe; but being ſtopp 
hat he himſelf ue Concord, 
return'd, and not only proteſted that he retain d 
d, but that he alſo accepted of the Surname 


ate 


Promiſes and Proteſtations of the Soldiers and Citi- 
zens, chang d his Determination; which extremely 
mov'd. Sabinus, Governor of the City, as having 
been very forward in promoting the Reſignation; 
and underſtanding that ſome of Vitelliuss Party came 
to murder bim in his Houſe, he by the Inducement 
of his Friends, with ſome Senators and Equites, ſeiz d 
on the Copitol, and was immediately beſiegd by the 
Vitellian Soldiers; 10 that Rome, as well as Taly, now 
felt che fatal Miſeries of Civil Conteſts. The next 
Morning the Capitol was aſſaulted with great Fury; 
hut it being weakly provided, it was defended with 
uo Courage nor Order: And as in ſuch ſudden Miſ- 
fortunes it often happens, that all will direct and 
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command, and few will obey and execute; ſo by 
means of ill fighting, and worſe directing, after a 
bloody Conteſt, the Capitol was enter d by Force, and 25h Ca. 
by the Fury of the Soldiers, that glorious Edifice was pitol burn 
laid in Aſhes; the moſt deplorable Misfortune, as Ta- be ſecmd 
citus ſays, and the moſt deteſtable Accident that ever 
befel the Roman People ſince the City was founded. 
During this Combat and Conflagration Vitellius Was 
feaſting in the Palace of Tiberius, and with great plęa- 
{ure beheld all the Paſſages in that diſmal Spectacle. 
Joung Domitian, Nephew to Sabinus, and Son to Veſ-— 
„ bſian, eſcap'd by Flight, in the Habitof a Prieſt; but 
Ss, all che reſt were put to the Sword, except Sabinus, 
1 whom the Soldiers took Priſoner, and ſhortly after 
1e executed him by the Command of Vitellius. Soon af- 
Mt; ter the Death of Sabinus, Vitellius, underſtanding of 
bis Ant onys March towards Rome, and of Mutianus's Ar- 
re rival in 1:aly, he again began to feek for peace, and 
by ſent Letters and Meſſengers to Autony to beg for a 
rd, Compoſure; and he grew ſo timerous and dejected, 
1d chat he likewiſe ſent the Veſtal Virgins, as in a Caſe 
of the greateſt Extremity. But Anon being inrag d 
at the Death of Sabin, and the Deſtruction of the Ca- 
pitol, wou' d hearken to no Treaty, nor come toany 
Compoſition, but continu'd his March even to the 
Walls of Rame, where the Vitellian Forces expected 
him, reſolutely determining to defend themſelves to 
the laſt. So there being both within and without, 
numerous Armies of the beſt Soldiers in the World, 
Antony attack d the City on three ſides, and the Vi- 
telliaus ſally d out in as many; and there began at 
each of em the moſt cruel Battle that everthe Romans 
ſuſtain d; the'Flavians being elevated by their former 
Conqueſts, and the Virel;ans ſupported by Fury and 
Deſpair, After the Battle had continu'd a whole Day, 
the latter were driven into the City, and a dread- 
fal Slaughter of em made in the Campus Martius, ad 
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in all the Streets. The People ſtood by and look? 
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on as they fought; and as at ſome remarkable Game I + 

or Paſtime clapp d their Hands, incouraging ſome. I th 
times one Party, and ſometimes the other, and when 5 ” 
either Side turn d their Backs, and hid themſelves in 5 
Houſes or Shops, they cry'd-to-have em pluck d out 0 
and kill d, and ſo gain d themſelves the greateſt Part gs 
of the Prey: For while the Soldiers were buſily em- 35 
ploy'd in Slaughter and Bloodſhed, the Spoiltell tothe 
ſhare of the common People. They were now cele- 
brating their Saturnalia; and rather than not enjoy 
the pleaſures of the Feſtival, they converted the com- 
mon Calamity into Mirth and Jollity, having a Re- 
liſh in their greateſt Miſeries. Throughout the whole 
City there was both a barbarous and ſhameful Specta- 
cle; and a ſcandalous mixture of Cruelty and Lewd- 
nels; in one place Slaying and Wounding, in ano- 
ther Tippling and Bathing ; here ſtreams of Blood 
and heaps of mangled Bodies, and hard by lewd De- 
bauchees, and ſhameleſs Strumpets; in ſum, all the 
ahbominable Licentiouſneſs of a molt diſſolute and ri- 
otous Peace, and all the deplorable Miſeries of A 


| molt dreadful and cruel Captivity. 7 
Rome Thus was this mighty City, the Head and Em- 
Sack preſs of the World, taken by her own natural Sub- 
Ileccts; and as it was fatal to many Thouſands, fo it 
Was no leſs to Vitellius himſelf, who with great Fear 
and Confuſion, retir'd privately to his Wite's Houſe 

on Mount. Aventine, deſigning to have fled that 
Night to Tarracina to his Brother, and the Cohorts 
there. But immediately changing his Mind, and 

as ir happens to Men in extream Danger, fearing all 
Things, and moſt diſſiking the preſent, he return d 

again to his Palace, now void and deſolate, even his 

baſeſt and meaneſt Servants being either fled away, 

or elſe pürpoſely avoiding hisPretence: This unuſu- 
al Silence and Solitarineſs extreamly aſtoniſh'd him; 
and after much forrowful Wandering and Wearineſs, 
be caſt himſelf into an obſcure cloſe Corner, from 


the conquering Side. To whom he pretended he had 
Secrets of the higheſt Importance to diſcover to Fes 
ſpaſian, and very ſervilely begg'd em to keep him, 
tho' in Priſon, till his Arrivaf at Rome. But all was 
in vain, for without attending any further Determi- 


nation or Counſel, they bound his Hands behind 
him, throwing a Halter about his Neck, and tear» 
ing his very Cloaths off his Back, they drag'd him 
half naked into che Publick Forum,through the main 


Street call d ia Sacra,  upbraiding him all the time 
with a thouſand opprobrious Words, and treating 
him with all imaginable Indignities, trying his Hair 
backward, as is uſual to the moſt execrable Male- 
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factors, and holding the Point of a Sword under his 


Chin, leſt by bending down his Head he might pre- 
vent the, ſhewing his Face: Some pelted him with 


Dung and Filth, others revil'd him with his Glutto- 


ny, and his vaſt Diſh, others call'd him Incendiary, 
and othersreproach'd him with the Imperfections of 


his Body, as being of an enormous Tallneſs, having 
a fiery; red Face, a prodigious Belly, and a diſtorted 
Thigh; till at length they brought him to the Ge- 


noniæ, and kill d him with many Strokes and Wounds; vitellius 


from whence, they dragg'd him with a Hook, and jaiy, 


with all poſſible Ignominy threw him into the Tiber. 


This was the diſgraceful End of Vitellius, the Ninth 
Emperor of Rome, in the 57th Year of his Age, after 


a ſhort Reign of eight Months and five Days, tho 
Suetonius ſeems to aſcribe a longer Reign to him; a 


ep which, together with that of his two Prede- 
CELLO 


rs, Galla and Otho,makes not much above eigh- 
ten Months; which occaſion'd ſome Writers not to 


put em into the Catalogue of Emperors, and Platarch 


o compare em to Kings in Tragedies, who laſt no 
longer than the time that they appear upon the Stage. 
The Death of this Emperor was accompany d with 
hat of his Brother Lucius Vitellius, and his * 
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kick may be ſaid to be an Addition to the Puniſh- 
ment of this Uſurper and Tyrant; a, Perſon whoſe 
Life was, moſt impious, whoſe. Advancement Was 
moſt Villanous, whoſe Adminiſtration was moſt O- 
dious, and whole Death was moſt Ignominious. 7 
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of his Party, rather ſiniſfid the War than be- 
gan 2 real peace. For the Con querors purſu'd their 
Enemies throughout the Cuy with implacable Ha- 
tred and Fury; theStreets were inhumanlypav'd with 
dead Carcaſſes, the ſacred Temples and publick Places 
- diſmallyimbru' d with Blood; every Man lying ſlain 
here it was his Fortune to be overtaken; without 
diſtinction of Place or Perſon: And Licentiouſneſs 
increaſing, they began to ſearch Houſes, and drag 
out ſuch as were hid, maſſacring all Soldiers, and all 
others whom they ignorantly or maliciouſſy account- 
ed ſuch; ſatiating themſelves while their Choler 
continu d freſh with nothing but Blood and Deſtru- 
Ction. But as the Heat of their Rage and Fury Was 
aſſwag d, they converted their Cruelty into Cov 
e ſuffering no Cloſer to eſcape unrifl'd, nor 
no ſecret Place unſearch d, pretending that, the Vi- 
tollians were conceabd there; which was a ſpecious 
Pretence of breaking open all Houſes; and if Re- 


IP were made, 2 fair Occaſion of new Maſſacres. 
| Be- 
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Belides the Soldiers, the Mob and beggarly Scum f 
the People, now with the foremoſt, grew trium- 
le | phant in Plundering and Villanies; ſome of the 
as | lewdeſt Bond- men voluntarily diſcover'd their weal- 
Q- I thy Maſters; ſome were detected by their neareſt 
Y Friends; dreadful Lamentations and Outcries were 
J heard in every Street, and the City appeared as a 
place expos d and abandon d to the furious Ravages 
0 of a mercileſs Enemy: Inſomuch that the Inſolen- 
cies occafion'd by the riotous Soldiers of Orho and 
Vitellius, ſo much deteſted before, were now accoun- 
e 7 ted ĩinconſiderable Evils, compararively with the pre- 
ſent Calamities. Among many Perſons of the high- 
er eſt Rank, the late Emperor's Brother Lucius was put 
© to Death; a Perſon in Vices equal to his Brother, 
yet far more vigilant in his Reign; and not ſo much 
Partaker with him in his Proſperity, as violently 
carry d away with the Current of his Adverſity. 
But ſhoxtly. after, at the Arrival of Mutianus to the 
City, and the Return of Domitian, who had abſcon- 
burning of the Capitol the Murders and Ravages in 
the Ci ceasꝰd, and there began ſome Order to ap- 


Emperor by the unanimous Conſent Of all, the Lex made Ems 
ſame, Power which Auguſtus, Tiberius and the reſt en- 
Joy d, was confirm'd to him as Hereditary. A Frag- 
ment of this Law is ſtill extant; which, by reaſon 
Ol its ſhewing the Extent of the Authority of V. ba- 
ſian, and all other Emperors, I have here inſerted as 
follows: Let it be lauful for bim to male a League 
with whom he pleaſes, as it was lawful to Divus Augu- 
ſtus, Tiberius Julius Cæſar Auguſtus, and Tib. Clau- 
dius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus, &. As alſo to 
bold the Senate, make Report, diſmi[s, and male Sena- 
tuſconſulta by Reporting and; Separation, 6 it Was 17 
VVV. FF 
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* 


. frage, let him be conſider d * 
Comitia. 4 alſo ir may be'lawful for him to intarge the 

1 Pomærium, , he think it convenieut for the Common 
wealth, or agreeable to the Majeſty of all Things Divine 


Pom ſuob Laws and Plebiſcita, as it was Ordain'd, that 


ſul to Divas Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. Ceſar Auguſtus, 


and Tiberius Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus, 


Moreover, when as by his. Will, Authority,” Command, or 
Mandate, or he being preſent, the Senate ſhall be aſſembled, 
ir ſhall be as effettual, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if the 


Senate had been aſſembled or beld by Law. Moreover, 


2homſoever he ſhall commend to the Roman Senate or Peo- 
ple, that ſtand for amy Magiſtracy, Power, Command, or 
Charge, or to whomſoever be ſhall give or promiſe bit Suf- | 
beyond the uſual Form in the 


or Humane, Publick or Private, let bim have Right and 


Authority to act and do, ſo as it was lawful for Divus 


Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. Cæſar Auguſtus, and Tiberius 


Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. Cæſar Auguſtus, and 
Tib. Claudius Cæſar Aug. Germanicus ſhou a be feel 
from-thoſe Laws and Plebiſcita, let the Emperor Cæſar 
Veſpaſian be freed. And what Things ſoever, by *2vbat. 
Law or Rogatio ſoever, Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. 
Cæſar Auguſtus, and Tib. Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus 


SGeermanicùs ongbt ro do, let it be lawful for the Emperor 
Cefar Veſpaſtan Auguſtus 20 do them alli Mort ver, 
hat Things ſue ver that before the Rogatio of this) Law * 


were atted," done, decreed on cummanded by tbe Emperor 


Cæſar Veſpaſian Auguſtus, er by any other, 'by virtue 


of hir "Command or Mandate, let tbem be held as Fauſt and 
Palid; as if they had been done by Command of the People 
or Commons, After which follows the Sanction in theſe 
Words. If any" Perſon by Virtue of this Lan, has dove, or 


ſhall do any thing againſt the Laws, Rogariones, Plebi- 
ſcita, or Senatuſconſulta, or ſhall not do what he ought 
ro have done according to any Lam, Rogatio, Plebiſcitum, 


or Senatuſconſultum, aud that by Virtue' of bit Lan, 
let no Damage from rhence happen to him ʒ neither tet him 
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The Civil Mi 


lion; and by 1 


Couriers were immediately diſpatch'd to Veſpaf.Hu, 
now at Alexandria, in Egypt, to yeild Obedience to 
him in behalf of the Senate, and to deſire his return 
to Rome; but the Winter being dangerous for failing, 
he deferr d 2 toa more convenient Seaſon. 
eries of Rome it ſelf were now at 
an End, but fuch violent Commotions were rais d 
in Gaul and Germany, as extreamly endanger d the 
peace and Safety of the Empire. Theſe were firſt 
occaſton'd before the Death of Vitellius, by the craf- 
ty Inſtigations of Claudius Civilis, a Perſon of great 
Deſigns, and of as great Reputation among his 
Countrymen the Bazavians in the Lower Germany, 
who having been ſent in Chains to Nera, and freed 3 
by Galla, came into Danger under Vitellius, the Ar- 
my inſtantly demanding his Death. Beſides his 
Countrymen, now the Inhabitants of Holland, he 
excited his Neighbours the Caninefates to this Rebel- 
— Meſſages, and large Promiſes 
drew over the Auxiliaries of Britain, and the Batavis 
n Cohorts,: then -quarter'd at Moguntiacum, now 
Mentz, . Theſe drew out and deſtroy'd the Roman 
Garriſons, overthrew Aquilius, Captain of the ad- 


— 
48 
1 
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ranc'd Guards; and after him Mummius Lupercus the 


Lieutenant, Herennius Gallusendeavouring to prevent 


the March of theſe Cohorts, was likewite overpow-' : 
rd by em; and as Vitellius had drein'd theſe Parts 


of Soldiers againſt Otho and Veſpaſian, Civilis for a 
ime met with but a ſmall Reſiſtance. Having ga- 


ther'd together a conſiderable Force, for a more co-- 


lourable Pretence he caus d his Army to ſwear to 


Veſpaſian, and beſieg d ſuch as refus d in the old 
Camp; after which the Romans mutinying againſt 


Hordonius their General, the Command was given 
0 Villa, an eminent Soldier, and Herernins Gala 


was 
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was made his Lieutenant, Voculs in 
ment with Civilis was oblig'd to retreat, but in a 
ſecond he overthrew him, thoꝰ without any proſpect 


of finiſning the War; for the News of Vitelliuss Death 
through Gaul and Germany increas d the Diforders 


and Commotions in all Parts. And now Civili, 


Vuoithout any pretence of Friendſhip to Veſpaſian, by 
his Deportment ſhew'd himſelf an Enemy to the R- 


mam in general; and the Soldiers of Virellius, by rea. 


lion of their ill Actions, rather choſe an external 


Servitude, than the Government of Yeſpaſian # The 
Gault likewiſe took new Courage and Reſolution, 
_ Interpreting the Burning of the Capitol to preſage the 
Ruin and Deſtruction of the Empire. Whereupon 

the Treviri, and the Lingones, two conſiderable Na- 
tions revolted, and all Gaul was in a tottering and 
unſettld Condition; and hat ſtill prov d more dan. 
gerous, the Legions themſelves were corrupted, and 
| — Traytors to their Country, a Thing unknown 


till now among the Romans. Having murder'd Vocu- 


Is their General, they perfidiouſſy took an Oath to 


the Empire of Gaul; and to theſe other Legions in 


ſeveral Places join'd themſelves, ſome being beſieg' d, 


reduc'd to Extremity, and afterwards cut in Pieces 


by Civilis, according to their Deſerts. And theſe 


Diſturbances increaſing, Julius Sabinus, One of the 
Revolters, taking upon him the Name of Cæſar, led 
a numerous and diſorderly Body of Men againſt the 


Sequani, Who not refuſing Battle, routed the con- 


fus d Multitude, and put Sabinus to flight. 
Tlheſe dangerous Diſturbances being reported at 
Rome with Enlargements, the Senate were in a great 
Conſternation, and Latianus had no leſs Concern 
upon him, who together with Yeſpaſien's Son Domi- 
tian let forward for the War, which great Celerity 
diſpatching four Legions towards Germany, under the 
Command of: Perilius Cerealis. By which time the 
Saule, principally by the Mean of Julius _— 
V ER. 


his firſt Engage 
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began to conſider and reflect on the mighty Power 
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of the Romans, and at length approv d rather of a 


ly after which, he came to a general Battel with 


of which he was much overpower d, for the 2 


» 


1ervile Peace, than a dangerous and fatal War; Ce- 
realis alſo. gave the Treviri a great Overthrow, and 
moſt of the Revolters return d to Obedience. Short- 


began to be broken, the Cavalry were put to Flight, 
and his Bridge over the Raver Maſella poſſeſs d by the 


Enemy; yet after all theſe end Diſadvantages, Ce- 
Y 


realis hy his extraordinary Care and Diligence re- 
coyer d all; and not only routed the Enemy, but 


alſo took and deſtroy d their Camp. Mutianw and 


Domitian receiv d News. of this Succeſs before their 
Arrival at the Ah, and Mutianus diſſwaded the o- 


ther againſt proceeding in their March, well know- 
ing his ambitious. and haughty Temper, which al- 
ready had diſclos d it ſelf to the diſquieting of the 


City; but his Advice not ſucceeding, he went with 


him as far as Lyons, out of Compliance, from whence, 


as it is ſaid, Domitian wrote privately to Cerealis, to 


deliver up his Army to him, that he might have an 


Opportunity of rebelling againſt his Father, or of ri- 
yalling his Brother Titus. But perceiving that he was 


contemn'd upon the account of his Youth, he care- 


fally betook himſelf to ſuch Courſes as might beſt - 


conceal his wy BY . Shortly after Ciwilis recruited 


and augmented his Forces throughout Germany, and 


| Cerealis alſo doubled his Strength; whereupon feve- 
ral engagements enſu d, the effects of which was at 


laſt an Accommodation. For the Batavians were ſo 


ſeverely chaſtis d, that they gladly accepted of a 
ace, as well as Civilis of a Pardon, both of which 


* 


were freely offer d by the Roman General. 


» 


During the time of theſe violent Commotions in 7he fi z- 


Germany and Gaul, Q hoſe Seythians call'd Sarmat& ſud- 
E 


their 


ruption of 
the Nor. 
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De Roman Hiſtory. Book I. 
their March with ſo much Celerity and Fury, that 
they deſtroy'd ſeveral of the Reman Garriſons, toge- 
ther with Fonteius Agrippa the Lieutenant, after a va- 

liant Reſiſtance, and waſted all the adjacent Coun- 


tries with Fire and Sword. Veſpaſian hearing of this 


at Alexandria, and the Ravages made in Maſia, ſent 
Rubrius Gallus ro ſtem this furious Torrent, by whom 
great Numbers were {ain in Battel, and the reſt dri- 

ven with great Terror into theirown Country. The 
Mar being thus ſpeedily finiſh'd, the General, to pre- 


vent any further Attempts, fortify'd the Places with 
ſtronger Garriſons and Forts, by Which Means the 


Enemies Paſſage became more impracticable. Theſe 


firſt Erruptions of the barbarous Northern Nations 


ought che more to be noted and obſerv d, becauſe 
after ſome Ages they over-ran and deſtroy*d the Ree 


* . 


Vel paſian contin nd feveral Months at Alexandria, 


Where he receiv'd great Honours and Offers of For- 
ces from many Foreign Potentates, and during his 


Stay in that Place, this remarkable Accident is re- 
lated of him by the beſt Authors. A blind and a 


lame Man, of mean Condition, and of the vulgar 
Rank, preſenting themſelves to him as he ſat upon 


his Tribunal, beſeech'd him moſt humbly, Thar he 
wou'd cuchſafe to cure em, for they had been admoniſh'd 


by their God Serapis in 4 Dream, that if he pleas d but 


10 Spit upen the Eyes of one, and but touch the other with 
his Fe both of em ſhou d recover and be tured. V. eſpaſian 
doubting much of the Succels, durſt not put it in 
Practice,; till being over-ruPd by the Tmportunities 
and Periwations of his Friend, he try'd both Means 
before the whole Aſſembly, and found the Perſons 


1 effectually curd; Before his Voyage to Rome he or- 


rd his Son Titus to continue the Wars againſt the 
e275, Well knowing his extraordinary Skill and 
| if ur; and ſetting Sail from Alexandria, he touch'd 


- 


Rhodes, and from thence paſling to Greece, he 
EA 4 74 IO 7 | | ho- 


ICs —— ——ü—3à 2 —u—b—ꝓę 


— OE —— — — 2 aac 


honour'd ſeveral Cities there with his Preſence, ſail- 


197 


lat ing from thence to Italy. Never any Prince in the 
e- World was more zealouſly expected, or more trium- 
Va- phantly receiv'd, than Veſpaſian; all rightly judging 
in. Him to be a Perſon of thoſe Virtues and Excellen- 
his cies as might beſt recover the languiſhing State of the 
nt Roman Empire. He was met many Miles from Rome 
m by the Senate and Nobility of the City, and by above 
11 half the Citizens, who were fo defirous of ſeeing 
he him, that they could not contain themſelves in the 
e- City-Walls, ſuch tranſports of Joy appear d in every 
th Man's Face. The reſt receiv'd him at his Entrance 
he with their Wives and all their Children; and he was 

le all the way entertain d with joyful Applauſes, and 
ns loud Acclamatlons, reſounding at once from many 

ſe hundred thouſand Mouths, and calling him their ge- 
wy nefactor and Conferver, and the only Perſon worthy to be 
I Emperor of the World ! The whole City, as a Temple 


was all hung with magnificent Garlands, and full of 
precious Odours and Perfumes ; and the infinite 
Throngs and Multitudes of People were ſuch, that 
the Emperor with great Difficulty arriv'd at the Pa- 
lace. The whole Body of the People were feaſted by 
their Tribes, Kindreds, and Neighbours, and facrifi- 
cing to their Gods, they requeſted, That Veſpaſian 
might continue their 
tus after him, and that t 


ter him, e Empire 1 44 never depart from 
his Family. And V, eſpaſian, now f 


fry. nine Tears of 


21 15 many Years, and his Son Ti- 


Age, began immediately to act conformably to the 


The Miſes | | 


n Hopes all Men had conceiy'd of him, in adminiſtring 

in Juſtice, in reforming the Laws and Cuſtoms of Rome, 

es | honourably rewarding thoſe who hadſerv'd him, and 

s pardoning his Adverſaries with ſingular Clemency. 

ns In the mean time Titus in Fudæa carried on the 

r- | Wars againſt the Fews, who eſteeming themſelves „ 25 
1c the Favourites of Heaven, notwithſtanding in a de- ew. 


d plorable Manner languiſh d under all the Miſeries and 


Calamirics which poſibly covld, befall Mankind ; 
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and, as our Bleſſed Saviour told his Diſciples, ſuch os | _ 
never hapned from the Creation of the World to that time, 
nor never ſhould again. Famines, Plagues, Earthquakes, 


Prodigies in Heaven and Earth, Voices, Armies fight- 0 
ing in the Air, and a Flaming Sword hanging over ® 
Laier were ſo many fatal Prefages of the De- 8 
ſtruction of that glorious City and Temple now 5 
khreatned bythe Roman Eagles: And certainly there ; | 
never was a more ſignal Inſtance of a ſevere Viſitati- e 
on from Heaven upon a People, who by their obſti- 1 
nate Blindneſs and Impieties, had made themſelves f 
moſt miſerable Objects of Divine Wrath, and fully Y 
xipen d themſelves for Vengeance. Before Titss's Ex- 
| pedition againſt Feruſalem, the Fews were grievoully 4 
embroiFd in Factions and Diſſentions, deſtroying 1 
and robbing one another in all Parts; at length great : 
-Numbers turning open Robbers, they gather'd roge- 
therin wholeTroops, committing ſuch Ravages and 
__ .Cruelties, as equall'd all the Misfortunes they re- 
ceivd from the Romans. Afterwards the Robbers, 
Jloaden with Pillage and Plunder, broke into Feruſa- 
lem it ſelf, where they not only conſym'd the Provi- 
ons of the People, but fill'd the City with miſera- 
ble Slaughters, Rapines, and Diſſentions. They caſt 
the Principal of the Citizens into Priſon, and then 
put em to Death unheard ; pretending that they de- 
gn d to have betray'd the City to the Romans; yet 
after all theſe horrid Impieties, they boaſted of Zeal 
for the Law of God, and the Cuſtoms of their Country, 
and thereupon. were term'd Zealots. Finding the 
People were ready to oppoſe em with Arms, they 
retir d to the Temple, where they made an ignorant 
Fellow call d Phantas High- prieſt, tho he was not of 
the Sacerdotal Order; but they were ſharply reſiſted 
dy Annie the High Prieſt, who procur d the People 
o riſe againſt em. and forc'd em into the inward 
Fart of che Temple. Upon which, Exigency they 
ent to the 1dumeans, accuting Auanus of wickedly de- 
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Chap. V. VESPASIAN X. 197 
ſigning the betraying of his Country, and imploring their {| 
_  Alliſtance, ſince 40 be, who 2 wah Li- 
 berty of it, were now cloſely beſieg d. The Idumeans im- 
mediately came to the Number of Twenty thouſand 
Men, who being let into the City by Means of the 
' Zealots, together with them committed moſt inſup- 
portable Outrages _—_ the miſerable Inhabitants. 
They maſſacred eight thouſand the firſt Night, and 
_ afterwards twelve thouſand of the Nobility, among 
whom was Ananas, beſides an infinite Number of the 
common Sort; but ar length the 1Jumeans perceiv- 
ws the Impieties of the Zealots, and that they had 
fallly agcus d the Nobility, fer at liberty two thou- 
ſand whom they had impriſon d, and recurn'd home. 
After whole Departure, the Zealots renew'd their 
Rapines and Slaughters, and rag'd more cruelly than 
ever, eſpecially againſt ſuch as endeavour'd' to fly 
I OE te ety oD OA Seda 
But ſhortly after the Zealors were divided among 
' themſelves, by reaſon of one Jobn, who with a Se- 
ditious Party holding Giſcala, pretended to accept 
_ of thoſe Articles granted by Titus, and privately 
retix d to Fernſalem. There joining with the Zea- 
lot, and becoming the principal Incendiary, henow 
affected Soyereign power over rhe reſt, but was vio- 
lently oppos d by ſuch as before had been his Equals. 
Yer tho they diſagreed in this Matter, they all ac- 
corded in plundering the People; and are alm be- 
ing thus fill'd with Tumults and Diſturbances, thoſe 
Who were without the City had liberty to rob and 
pillage, and thoſe whoſe Towns were deſtroy'd b 
_ theſe Means, aſſembled together in the Defarts, and 
uniting, broke into other Temples and Towns; ſo 


* 


5 


that there was no Place in Juda which did not ſuf- 
fer in a moſt unheard of manner. In a ſhort time a 
new Faction was rais d againſt the Zealots by one Si- 

mon the Son of Giora, Who gathering 25 erent 

Multitudes of Robbers and 9 who were 1500 . 
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enter d caſt off their Garments, and ſhew'd them- 
ſelves in Armour. Immediately a dreadful Tumult 
aroſe in the Temple; for all the People who were not 
of the Sedition thought themſelves Betray d, and the 
Zealots imagining this Treaſon only practis'd to pre- 


Chap. V. VESPASIAN X. 190 


came from all Parts to that great Solemnity; by 


Which Means all Proviſions were conſum'd in a ſhore 


Space. The Three Factions, upon the fight of this 
numerous Army, unanimouſſy agreed to oppoſe it, 
and ſallying out with great Reſolution and Fury, pur 
the Romans to diſorder, oblig d em to abandon their 
Camp, and fly to the Mountains; but the Few 


Were at laſt repell d, and forc d into the City by the 


extraordinary Skill and Valour of Titus, Who highly 
ſignaliz'd himſelf in this and all others Actions inthe 

Siege. During all Intermiſſions of the Beſiegers At. 
tacks, the Civil Conteſts were reviv'd within the Ci- 

ty with great Slaughters and Confuſions; and upon 

b 7 — Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, on the Fourteenth of 


April, Eleaxer and his Companions open'd the Gates, 


that all Perſons might have Liberty to pay their De- 
votiong in the Temple. But Jobn us d this Feſtival as 


2 Means to effect his treacherous. Deſigns, cauſing 

great Numbers of his Aſſociates to enter in among the 

"DOPE with Weapons under their Garments, to get 
{le 


ſſion of the Temple; who as ſoon as they were 


judice them, abandan'd their Poſt, leap'd from the 


1 


Towers, and fled into the Vaults about the Temple : 
And the People flocking about the Altar, and others 
who were driven into the Temple, were kill'd with 
, Clubs and Swords, and trodden under Foot after a 
barbarous Manner. Great Numbers were {lain upon 
private Reſentments, and all ſuch. as had formerly 
offended theſe Traitors were deſtroy'd without Mer- 
cy but my whoa. cruelly 
cent, gave the Offenders leiſure to 
cheir Vaults, by which Means they gain the in- 
Ward Part of the Temps and with great 


75 rag d againſt the Inno- 
e Offenders leiſure to eſcape out of 


Slaughter 


ks A ault- 


* 
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aaſſaulted the other Parties; fo that at length the Fa- |} fe 
ctions were reduc'd to Two, that under John con- fic 
ſiſting of 8400, and the other under Simon of 100 gr 
fighting Men, beſides 5000 Idumeans. Notwith- he 
ſtanding the Enemy was at the Walls, and to op- w. 
pole them they generally Join'd their Forces; yet I Ot 
upon all Intermillions they violenrly rag'd againſt Ba 
each other, and both againſt the Citizens; ſo that he 
never any City in the World was more ſeverely ha- the 
Taſs'd without, and more miſerably torn within. ſu} 
The City being ſtrongly fortify d withthreeWalls II Cii 
on every ſide, except where it was fencd with deep | wi 
Vallies, Titus found great Difficulties in the Siege, vi 
bur having with much Oppoſition plac'd his En- I pat 
gines, he batter'd the outward Wall, and breaking wil 
in on the third Day of May poſſeſsd all the Nortb ver 
Part, as far as the Tower of Antonius, and the Val- lik. 
ley of Cedron. All this time he ſhew'd great Cle- rag 
mency to the Jeu, and gave em all imaginable of 
Aſſuranges of Pardon and civil Treatment af they fro 
vou d ſubmit; but ſo obſtinate were the Fews, that to 
they refus'd all Conditions, and judge d his generous | wi 
Humanity to be nothing but Cowardice. This ex- in 
aſperated the Romans to proceed with the greater the 
Fierceneſs and Severity; fo that God and Man, Hea- cor 
ven and Earth ſeem'd to fight: againſt rhis wretched 5 
Nation. Five Days after Titus broke through the ſe- the 
cond Wall, tho' the Befieged made divers Sallies, and bu 
drove him out again; yer on the fourth Day he re- I tal 
cover d the Place, and pre ar'd for the Battery of the of 
third Wall. After which he fent Foſephus to his || car 
 Country-men to exhort em to yield, who ufing all ir 
the powerful and pathetical Perſwaſions imaginable, poi 
was entertain d _—_ with Scoffs and Reproaches, || tha 
O chat now Titus reſolv'd to ſhew new Mercy to a I din 
People Who had been perſidious and Rebellious to the || the 
"higheſt Degree, and now ſtubhorn and remorſeleſs | wh 


coming into the City . 
The Seditious ſeem'd nothing movd at this, tho 
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ſigning to eſcape out of the City, Fohn and * 


ſtopp d up all Paſſages; yet the Famine increaſing, 
— Numbers ſtole out, who being taken by Titus, 
he causd thiem to be all crucify d, inſomuchthat Rom 


was wanting for Croſſes, and Croſſes for Perſons. 
On the 12h of May, Titus began four Mounts for his 


Battering-Rams ; two nigh the Caſtle Antonia, where 


he was in hopes of taking the Temple, and two nigh 
the Monument of Jobn the High-Prieſt, where he 


ſuppos'd he might break into the upper Part of the 
City with greateſt Facility. But John, whoſe Office 


was to oppoſe the Romans about the Caſtle Antonia, 


with great Bravery ſally d out, caſt down the Ram- 
parts, and deſtroy d em; and two Days after Simon 
with as much Courage burnt up the other, tho ſe- 
venteen Days had been ſpent in finiſhing'em all. He 
like wiſe deſtroy d many Rams and Engines, and cou- 


rageouſſy preſſing forward broke into the very Camp 
of the Romans; but was valiantly repuls d by Titus, 
from Antonia, who ina Councilof War now teſolv'd 


to compaſs the whole City with a Trench, Which 
with incredible Diligence and Celerity, was finiſh'd 


in three Days, with thirteen Forts both to hinder 
the Flight of the Beſieged, and to prevent all Relief 
a droves, Eo wn | 


the Famine not only rag d among the common Sort, 


but likewiſe began 'to-affli& them; and ſuch a Mor- 


tality enſu d, -that from the 2475 of April, to the firſt 


of Ju 115080 Carcaſſes of the pooxer Sort, were 
carry d out to be bury d at the publick Charge, as 


Titus was inform'd by one Mapnex, WhO was a 


pointed to pay the Money. Divers Noble Men alſo 


that fled to him, certify d him that 600000 of the or- 


dinary Rank were caſt dead out of the Gates, and o- 
thers who dy*d: beſides were innumerable ; and that 
when ſo many dy d as they were not able to bury 

rr 


Wer 


greateſt Houſes adjoining, and there ſhut em up. A 
Buſhel of Corn was ſold for :600 Crowns, Sinks and 
Holes were continually rak'd-to find the old Dung 
of Oxen to ſatisfy Peoples Hunger, which extreamly 
mod the Compaſſion of Titus and the Romans, but 
the Minds of the Seditious were not at all chang'd 
For Simon, notwithſtanding theſe deplorable Calami- 
ties, continuing his Rapines and Murders; kill'd Mat. 
thias the High · Prieſt, by whom he had Entrance in- 
to the City, with his three Sons, and ſixteen others, 
pretending that they deſign d to fly to the Enemy. 
- Whereupon Fudas one of his Officers being tired out 
_ "with his inſupportable Cruelties, attempted to betray 
à certain Tower to the Romanus where he comman- 
ded ; but being diſcover'd by an Accident, he was 
put to Death with ten others of his Accomplice. 
Fobn alſo being driven by extream Neceſſity, convert 
ed the Golden Veſſels of the Temple with the ſacred 
Money to prophane Uſes; and was conſtrain d to di- 
vide the Wine and Oyl, ordain' d for Sacriſices, 2. 
mong his Soldiers. The Famine rag d ſo extreamly, 
that a Noble Woman boyFdiher own Child to eat it; 
which was look'd upon fo deteſtable an Act among 
the Romans, as well as the Teus, that Titus, after he 
nſiſted upon his frequent Offers of Peace and Pardon 
to the Jews, declar'd, That he mould bury that abomina- 
ble Crime in the Ruins of their Country, He cut down 
all the Groves within à conſiderable diſtance of the 
City, and Cauſing more Mounts to be rais d within 
21 Days, on the firſt of uh he began to batter the 
luaſt Wall, and repelling Fob» and his Party, on the 
"fifth Day enter d the Caſtle by force. At which time 


many falſe Prophets deluded the Multitude, by tel. 


ling em, They ſhou'd have Aſſiſtance from God; and 


therefore tho Titus Mill exhorted em to yield, they 


obſtinately refus d all Accommodation, boaſting, that 
they bad rather endure all kinds of Miſeries. Whereup- 


on the Conteſt grew very bloody about the e Th 
| 13 * . x ; 9 Ns 85 e | F * oy 1 5 A gg ut 


Which they now 


Chip. V. 


the battering Rams, and the Defendants valiantly 


reſiſted the Romans from the Top; neither couldthe 
Foundation of the Gates be undermin'd; therefore 


keen was oblig to ker em on fire. Yet it was his 
Reſolution to fave the Temple; but on the tenth of 
Auguſt, a certain Soldier, againſt the Command of 


his General, excited by ſome divine Fury, © caſt Fire 


into the Buildings on the North fide, which catching 
hold of the Temple, notwithſtandingthe utmoſt En- 
deavours of Titus to the contrary, the triumphant 
Flames conſum'd that Edifice, which was the molt 
glorious and moſt beautiful that the World ever ſaw. 

The ſight ofthis extream Misfortune, put 'aſud- 


but the Wall of the inward part was too ſtrong for 


den Damp to all the Courage and Fury of the Fes, 99 85 


now neither eſteeming their Lives nor Forces, ha- 
ving loft that for which they fought: The loud 


Outcties, and miſerable Lamentarion of the People 


eccho d from all the adjacent Mountains; and many 
famiſh;d and expiring Perſons,” whoſe Eyes Death 
had”, already clos'd, reaſſum'd new Strength, and 


open d their 1 5 to bewail the glorious Temple, 
eheld all in Flames. Titus was im- 


mediarely ſaluted Tmperator by his Soldiers, and thieSe- 
ditions fled intothe City; where they deſir da Parly 
with the General himſelf, who highly bland em for 


their Obſtinacy, but promis d them their Lives upon 
immediate Submiſſion. But refuſing to rely oo his 
Fromiſes, they demanded Liberty to depart the 
with their Wives and Children; which ſo extreamly 
erirag'd Ti, that he commande d it to be proclaim d 


by a Cryer,; That they were not any longer to expett any 


Mercy. Whereuponhe after fir Soldiers to plun- 
der and burnthe City; but the Seditious Tyrants re- 
tir d to the King's Palace, where many had depoſited 

their Wealth, and from thence repelłd the Romans. 

They likewife 'kill'd 6400 of their own Country- 
mem and rifling the Money, betook themſelves to the 
| „ 82 5 ROW, FVV upper 
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fider'd the Strength of the Place, prides Engines to 


ing broken down, 


nation, not knowing how to Propred And the Pow- 
I Heaven appear'd in t 


e overthrow of theſe 


over it, according to the ancient Cuſtom, which . 
markably accompliſh'd our Saviour's Prophecies, That 


_ whichfortheir Strength and Beauty, might bear Te- 
ſtimony of the Statelineſs of the City to Poſterity. 

I be Soldiers wou'd have crown'd him as a Conque- 
FTeor ſor this Act, and upon the Account of his extra- 
ordinary Valour in the Siege; but he refus d the Ho- 


nour, denying he was the Author of it, for be on 
executed the Deſigns of Heaven, which bad manifeſtly d- 


 clared itt Wrath again the Jews. To this fatal End 
came the famous City of Feruſalem, after it had 
fouriſhd under God's own Hand above 2100 Years, 
in the Second Year of Yeſpaſian's Reign, 38 Years 
afterourSaviour's Crucifixzon; and ne det any alete 
n the World was more memorable, the Ca Ives 2. 


Siege 1100000, according tO Feſepbar, 

Was the Guilt of our Saviour's Blood upon tl 
And ſo abominable weretheir Vices, that we have rea- 
ſon tg agreę with that Author, who heliev d, , 


ounting to 97090, and thoſe who periſh'd in the 
hea 
Tews, 
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the Roman had not come againſt them, the City 


wou'd have been ſwallow d up by the Earth, or have 


periſh'd by ſome Deluge, or elſe by Thunder-Bolts 


and Lightnings, have born the Puniſhments of Sodom, 
whoſe Inhabitants they exceeded in Wickedneſs. 
Here ended the temporal State and Government of 


the Fews; and that Province, which had been go- 


vern'd by the Roman as their Friends, and in a great 


meaſurefree, wasnow made Captives; and the Fews 
themſelves were made Slaves, baniſh'd 
pers d throughout all the Parts of the World. 


The War being thus finiſh'd, great Rejoycings _ 
were made at Rome, and all Mens Mouths were 


fill'd with the Praiſes of Titus, who not only had 
ſhewn himſelf a moſt expert Commander, bur like- 


2 ſold, and diſ- EY 


* 
% 5 * * 
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wiſe had lain twelve Men with his own Hand; 


and a Triumph was decreed by the Senate, both to 


him and his Father, becauſe the beginning of the 
Fewiſh War had been ſo worthily manag'd by him. 


Therefore Titus leaving all _— good Order in 
the Eaſt, he return d to Rome, being receiv'd with 


the univerſal Applauſes of the whole City, and with- 


in a few Days after, both the Father and Son enter d 
upon their Triumph, which was as ſolemn and mag- 
nificent as Rome ever ſaw. For the Spectacles there 


exhibited, both for Number, Variety, and Richneſs, 
were admirable in all things which Human Invention 
could poſſibly ſupply; and almoſt all things that ever 
were eſteem' d valuable or beautiful among Men, a- 


bounding in Riches and Proſperity, were that Day 


expos'd in the Triumph; largely manifeſting the 
mighty Wealth and Dominions of the Romans. A- 
mong the rich Spoils, were expos d vaſt quantities of 


Gold taken out of the Temple; after which was car- 


ry d the eus Law, the laſt, and not the leaft remar- 


kable of all the Spoils. This was the firſt time that 


Rome everſaw the Father and Son Triumph together. 


Tits had alſo the Title of Cæſar given him, and a 


52" Tram- 
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Triumphal Arch erected to his Honour, of great 
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ſtick, he made it the great Buſineſs of the reſt of his 
Reign, which continued not above eight Years ! 
longer, to eſtabliſh all Things to the laſting Happi- 
neſs and Grandeur of the Roman Empire, which 
now needed the powerful Aſſiſtance of ſo great and 
wiſe a Man to reſtore it to its former Strength and 


Vigour. Many notorious Abuſes and Corruptions 


vVere now crept in, and mix d with the Roman Na- 
tion; being begun by a long peace and Security, 
then heightned by the Extravagancies of Tyrants 
and Monſters, and afterwards compleated. by the 
Confuſions and Diſorders of Civil Difſentions. For 


the correcting and reforming of theſe dangerous Ir- 


_ regularities, VJeſpaſian uſed great Prudence and Vi- 
gour, and the better to effect his Deſigns, he join'd 


Beauty and - Magnificence, deſcribing all his Noble mad 

Exploits againſt the Fews, which to this Day conti- ſorſt 

nues almoſt  intire, as a laſting Monument againſt Aut] 

that perverſe Nation. Veſpaſian likewiſe built a Tem- "ob 
plüe to Peace, wherein he pur moſt of the Fewiſh Spoils; by 

Jus, and now having quieted all Nations, he ſhut up the Nan 

6e $6,697 Temple of Fanus, which had been open about five ens 

time, or ſix Years. This was an extraordinary Satisfaction Ml PP 

A. D. tothe whole City, who now were almoſt aſſured of MM? 5 

V. future Happineſs and Tranquility: For ſeeing the MW "©. 

contagion of Civil Diſſention, beginning in Gaul and mos 

Spain, had paſs d on to Germany, then taken a Courſe | WP 5 

to Dalmatia, and laſtly infected egypt, Syria, and Ve 

Fudæa, in fam, all Provinces and Armies, they rea- bega 

ſonably preſum'd, thewhole World beingthuspurg'd Sold! 

andcleans d, that the malignant Humour was ſpent, Viet 

and civil Wars and Calamities were now at a Period. 9 

„ II. After Veſpaſian had thus gloriouſly finiſh'd all * 

„Troubles and Miſeries, both Foreign and Dome- — 
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his Son Iitus with him in the Conſulſhip, with whom | ties 
he was ſeven Times in that Dignity ; and likewile I pin 


chap. V. VESPA SIAN X. 
made him his Collegue afterwards both in the Cen- 


ſorſhip and Tribuneſhip. And ſo great was the 
Authority of Titus that he was in a great meaſure 
Partner to his Father in the Empire, which appear d 
by his frequent dictating of Letters in his Father's 
Name, his publiſhing of Edicts, his ſpeaking to the 


Senate in the room of the Queſtor, and his taking 
upon him the Government of the Imperial Palace; 
in all which things he acted much to the Honour 
and Welfare of the Publick, tho? ſometimes not ſo 
much to the Advantage of his own private Eſteem 


and Reputation among the People. 


Veſpaſian towards the Re-eſtabliſhing of the Stare, 


began firſt with the Regulation of the Armies and 
Soldiers, many of which, through confidence of their 
victories, and others through a ſenſe of their Igno- 
miny, ran into all kinds of Licentiouſneſs; which 
occafion'd many Provinces and free Cities, to become 
inſolent and mutinous. To reform which Diſorders, 


he caſhier'd great Numbers of the Vitellians, and cor- 
reed others, not ſparing thoſe who were the great 


eſt Inſtruments and Partners in his Victories. He o- 
mitted no Means or Care of regulating the Diſci- 


pline of the Armies, in which he Was never deficient, 
either in Juſtice or Rigour. Of which we have a me- 


morable Inſtances ofayoung Officer, towhomhehath 


given a conſiderable Command, who waiting upon 
him to return him thanks for this Favour, and ſmel- 
ling fragrantly of very rich Oyls and Perfumes, the 


Emperor look d very ſeverely upon him, and with a 
Voice expreſſing great Indignation, told him, He had 


rather be had ſmelt of Garlich; and immediately rook 


away his Commillion. He was no leſs ſevere with 
the Seamen;'who were appointed by the Publick, to 


run on Foot from Oſtia and Puteoli to Rome: Upon 


their petitioning him to have ſome certain Allow- 
ance above their Wages for Shoes, inſtead of com- 


plying with their Petition, he ordain'd for the fu- 
5 - cure, 
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ture, that they ſhould diſcharge their Duties with- 


5 out any Shoes at all; after which they were oblig'd 


to perform thoſe Journeys, bare- foot. He took a more 
than ordinary care in purging and reforming thoſe 
two moſt honourable Orders of Men, the Senators 
and Equites, of both which he took a general andſtrict 
View, they having been much exhauſted by infinite 
Maſſacres, and abominably corrupted by the Me- 


fthods of the preceding Emperors. Of theſe he fear- 


leſly turn d outall ſuch as he found unworthy of their 
Places and Dignities, and ſupply'd their Places with 
the moſt honourable and deſerving Perſons he cou d 

- procure, either in Italy or. the diſtant. Provinces. 
He likewiſe ſtrictly examin'd into all the Courts of 
Judicature, where he found the Number of Proceſ- 
ſes and Suits of Law ſwell'd to ſuch an unreaſonable 
Bulk, that old Actions were left undetermin'd by a 
long Vacation and Intermiſſion of Juſtice, and by 
an Acceſſion of new Conteſts arifing from the Tu- 
mults and Diſorders of the late unhappy. Times. To 


9 remedy which Grievance, he elected certain Perſons 


by Lot, and qualify'd them as Judges, to reſtore 
ſuch to the Poſſeſſion of their Eſtates, as had been 
- unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs d during the Wars. Theſe were 
- hkewiſe to determine extraordinarily in Cauſes be- 
dentumviri, Which Cauſes were become ſo 
exceſſively numerous and tedious, that a Client cou d 
ſeldom hope to ſee his Suit finiſh'd ; and alſo to re- 


diueec and digeſt them intoa far leſs Compaſs; for which 


Purpoſe many new and excellent Laws were made. 

While the Emperor took ſuch great Care in the 
main Affairs of the State, he was no leſs buſily em- 
ploy'd about the Buildings of the City and other 


places: And whereas Rome had loſt much of its 


Splendor and Magnificence by the late Ruins and 
Conflagration, he much haſten'd the re- edifying of 


dll former Structures; and if che Proprietors neg- 


lected to build in any competent Time, he Ponte 
JJ te 


ted any other Perſon that pleagd; to enter and take 
Poſſeſſion of the Ground where they ſtood. But the 
Capitol was his principal Concern, in the rebuilding 
of which, for the great Encouragement to others, 
he himſelf was the firſt that began the Work, and 
carry'd out the firſt Rubbiſh upon his own Shoulders, 
cauſing his Nobility to follow his Example; by 
which means he caus'd ir to be finiſh'd in a ſhort 
Time, and that more beautiful andaſtately than ever 
it had been. He moreover rais'd ſeveral new Ediſi- 
ces of great Charge and Magnificence, particularly 
the Temple of Peace beforemention'd, not far from 
the main Forum; and the Temple of Claudius upon 
Mount Cælius, which had been begun by the Em- 
pres Agrippina, but was almoſt entirely demoliſh'd 
y Nero. He built beſides a moſt ſtately Temple to 
the Goddeſs Pallas, the Workmanſhip of which was 
ſo rich and exquiſite, that it ſurpaſs d all that Rome 
ever ſaw : In the Paintings, Carvings, and Inlay- 
ings, the moſt excellent Workmen in the World, 
whoſe Arts were then at the higheſt, ſhew'd their 
great Skill, and left Memorials of their Fame: And 
Foſepbus aſſures us, that Men came from all Parts of 
the World, to view the Riches and Rarities of this 
Temple. He alſo built a famous Amphitheater in 
the midſt of the City, of ſingular and admirable 
Workmanſhip, the Ruins and Relicks of Which 
remain to this Day. It was a noble Building of 
wonderful Largeneſs and Magnificence, round in 
Form, as if two Theaters were join'd together like 
two half Circles, in the middle of which were re- 
preſented famous Shows, Spectacles, Wreſtlings, 
Fightings with wild Beaſts, and Combats of Gladia- 
tors; and all Things were form'd and contriv'd with 
o much Art, that the Seats were capable of an infſi- 
nite Number of People, without any Hindrance or 
Inconvenience to each other. As the late Fires hnKad 
deſtroy d many Records relating to the * he 
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undertooł to reſtore three thouſand Tables of Braſs 
which had been burnt, having with great Pains and 
Induſtry found out their true Copies. Theſe were 
in ſome ſort the Regiſters of the Empire, in which 
were recorded all Decrees of the Senate, all Ordi- 
nances of the People, all Treaties, Alliances, and 
Privileges granted to any Perſon or Corporation 
whatſoever, and all remarkable Occurrences from 
the very firſt Foyndation of the City, In theſe and 
the like Works he expended vaſt Sums of Money. 


The good Emperor was not only mindful of the 


_ Eſtabliſhment and Reſtoration of the City, but he 
| likewiſe extended his great Care to the ſpeedy re-edi- 


fying of all others ruinous Cities and publick Build- 
ings in the Empire, many of which -were finiſh'd 


with great Coſt and Beauty, the Walls fortify'd and 


Avenues ſecur d with no leſs Skill and Induſtry. He 
built alſo many Cities and Towns in ſeveral Parts of 
the Roman Dominions ; and with a mighty Charge 


caus'd the Flaminian Mountains to be made hollow, 


and cut down on both ſides, and a commodious 
Way made to paſs through them. For the ſeveral 


Provinces of the Empire, Veſpaſian took care of their 
Eſtabliſhment with great Prudence and Vigour; and 
like a Prince, and excellent Governor, ſettled all 
Affairs to the Honour of the Roman Stare, and the 
Tranquility of the Inhabitants. He made great Alte- 


rations in many Parts of his Dominions, in which 
he often met with many Troubles and Difficulties, 


but moſt of all from Ant iochus, King of Comagena, in 
the fourth Year of his Reign; who, together with 


his Son Epiphanes, was accus d by Cæſennius Pætus, 


Governor of Syria, of holding private Correſpon- 
dence with Vologeſus, King of Parthia, Pætus repre- 

ſented to the Emperor, That if this Matter as not 
timely prevented, it might ſhortly come to an open Revolt, 
hich might give Diſturbance to the whole Roman Empire. 
Whereupon Veſpaſian gave Orders to Pætus to pro- 


ceed 


Governor invaded the Province of Comagena with 


a conſiderable Force, where he met with no great 
Reſiſtance: For Antiochus fearing too much to exaſ- 
perate a powerful Nation, after ſome few Marches, 
quitted his Country, and fled with his Wife and 
Daughters into Cilicia; which ſo diſcourag d his Ar- 


ceed às he thought expedient; and ſhortly after, this 


- 
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my, that diſpairing to preſerve his Kingdom, they 
join'd with the Romans. His two Sons, after ſome. 


_ vigorous Struggles and Efforts, finding no Security in 
their Father's Country. fled into Parthia to Vologeſus. 


But Antiochus was ſuppriz d in Cilicia by Pætms, WhO 
ſhortly after caus d him to be arreſted, and ſent him 
bound towards Rome; but Veſpaſian generoully pre- 
vented all ill Treatment towards the King, confider= 
ing more the ancient Friendſhip between them, than 


any Offences which gave Occaſion to this War, and 


therefore he caus d him to be loos d, and to continue 


at Lacedæmon, where he allowed him a Revenue ſui- 
table to his Royal 9 This unexpected Uſage 


caus'd his Sons to uſe the Mediation of Vologeſus to 


procure a Reconciliation with the Emperor; which 


prov'd ſo effectual, that both Father and Sons were 


thortly. after ſent for to Rome, where they were cour- 
teouſly receiv'd, and remain'd there in great Splen- 


dour and Honour, But they loft their Dominions; 


for the Kingdom of Comagena from henceforward 


became a Province of the Roman Empire. 


About the ſame timethe Eaſtern Parts of the Em- he find 
pire were in ſome Conſternation, by reaſon of adan- 7rruprion 
gerous Irruption of the Alani, a barbarous People of 9 the Nr. 


thern Nan 


the Scythians, inhabiting about the River Tanais, and ,;'- 


the Lake Mæotu, who in vaſt Numbers abandoned 
their own barren Country, and by the Aſſiſtance of 
the King of Hyrcania, invaded the Kingdom of Me- 


dia. There having made great Devaſtations in this 

populous and opulent Country, they torc'd Paco- 

775, the King, to betake himſelf to his ſtrongeſt 
9 8 P 2 1 
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thrown, and with extraordinary Hazards, eſcaped, 


being taken alive in Battel; for having caſt a Rope 


about his Neck, they were dragging him amongſt 


his Enemies, but he happily cut the Rope in pieces 
with his Sword, and fled. The dangerous Succeſs 


and Progreſs of this barbarous Nation ſo alarmed the 


8 Roman State, that 7, eſpaſian thought fit to ſend mis 

Son Titus to chaſtiſe their Inſolence, and-relieve a 
King that was his Vaſſal and Ally. Titus with a 
powerful Force march'd as far as the City of Anti- 


och, when the Report of ſo potent an Enemy, and 


ſio expert a Commander, ſo terrify'd their confuſed 

and undiſciplin'd Armies, that they ſoon retired in- 
to their own Country, carrying away vaſt Numbers 
of Men and Cattle. This is the ſecond memorable 


Irruption of the Northern barbarous Nations, ſome 


of which, in after Ages, over-ran and ruin'd the R- 
man Empire, In the following Year Veſpaſian joyn' d 


his Son Titus with him in Quality of 9 85 and they 


made the laſt publick Cenſus in the Empire, in which 
_ Pliny obſerves, that ſeveral Perſons were found of an 
extraordinary Age, particularly two of 150 Years. 
Vieſpaſian ſtill proceeded in the great Affairs of the 
State with all the Wiſdom and Vigour of a mighty 
Emperor, and all the Kindneſs and Clemency of a 
merciful good natur d- Man. His Courteſy and Cle- 
mency appear d conſtantly, both in his publick Ad- 
miniſtration, and in his private Affairs; ſo that 
Alcarce one innocent Perſon was puniſhed throughout 
his whole Reign: If any ſuffered, it was wholly 
without his Deſign and Knowledge. He always 
_ thew'd himſelf very different from ſeveral of his 
VV Prede- 


* 
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Town, where, with great difficulty, he redeem'd his 
Wife and Concubines with a hundred Talents. 
From thence theſe formidable People paſs'd into the 
Kingdom of Armenia, where, after great Ravages, 
Tiridates the King met them with a conſiderable Ar- 
my. But in the firſt Encounter Tiridates was Over- 
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Predeceſſors; for he was ſo far from indulging him- 
ſelf in the Deſtruction of any Man, that he could 
not ſo much as look upon the Sufferings of a Crimi- 
nal, without ſignifying his Compaſſion by his Sighs 
and his Tears. Helvidius Priſcus, the Prætor, the on- 
ly Perſon that ſaluted him by the bare Name of Veſ- 
paſian, after his return from Syria, and one who made 
no mention of the Emperor in his Edicts publiſhed 
during his Office, could not provoke him by theſe 
open Affronts; till at length in his moſt inſolent Al- 
tercations, he endeavour'd to make him no better 
than an ordinary Man: Tet after all, though he was 
baniſhed before, and Orders iſſued out afterwards for 
his Execution, the Emperor ſent tocountermand all 
Proceedings againſt him, and would have undoubt- 
edly preſervd him, had he not been deceiv'd with 
a falſe Intelligence of his Execution before the Ar- 
rival of his Meſſengers. But the moſt remarkable 
Criminal in this Reign was Fulius Sabinus, Who 
audaciouſly proclaimed himſelf to be Cæſar, and 
accordingly took up Arms to vindicate his Title; 
but was at length ſuppreſs'd, and brought Priſoner 
to Rome. Several Interceſſions were made. to the 
Emperor for his Pardon, and his Wife appearing 
in Mourning at Court, with her two young Sons, 
pleaded for her Family after this manner; O Czlar, 
T have brought forth theſe Infants, and gave em Nou- 
riſhment to encreaſe the Number of your Supplicants, and 
To enlarge the Bounds of your Clemency. This Speech 
ſo affected the good Emperor, as to draw Tears 
from his Eyes, and to fave her and her Children; 
hut it could not procure the Pardon of her Husband, 
2 had been too dangerous a Rival and Oppo- 
In his more private Affairs he always made him 
ſelf very eaſy to his Subjects, and became very cour- 
teous and affable to all ſorts of People, permitting 
them to uſe any kind of Freedom with him. 
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He was ſo far from concealing the Meanneſs of 
his former Condition, that he frequently diſcours'd 
of it himſelf; and when ſome particular Perſons, 
in a pompous and plauſible Manner pretended to 
derive his Pedigree from the very Founders, of 
Reate, and the Companion of Hercules; he deſpis d 
and derided them, as a juſt Reward for their Flat- 
teries. He had ſo ſmall a Reſpect for Titles, that 
he would not accept of that of Pater Patriæ but 
with great Difficulty ; and when the King of Par- 
tbia had writ thus to him, Arſaces King ef Kings, 
i Flavius Veſpaſian; he, without reprehending his 
Pride, or reſenting the Affront, directed his An- 
ſwer thus; Flavius Veſpaſian, to Arcaſes, King of 
Kings; to ſhew, that ſuch Trifles were beneath the 
Regard of an Emperor. He ſhewed a remarkable 
_ Civility and Familiarity towards all Men, and was 
rarely angry or mov d at the Liberties of his Friends, 
the Gibes and Reflections of the Lawyers, or the 
downright Rudeneſs of Philoſophers; - of which 
Suetonius mentions ſome. particular Inſtances. | Lici- 
anus Mucianus, a Perſon 3 for his unnatu- 
ral Impurity, preſuming upon his Merits, and car- 
_ rying himſelf inſolently and irceverently, the Em- 
peror never rebuked him but in private; and ha- 
ing once complained of his Crimes to .a common 
Friend to both of them, he came in with this Con- 
called Salvius Liberalis, in the Defence of a Weal 
thy Perſon, had the Impudence to ſay before him, 
F my Client be worth an hundred Millions I ede 
what is that to Cæſar; Veſpaſian was ſo far from be- 
ing diigulted at it, that he gave him particular 
Thanks for uſing that Freedom. After the Philo- 
ſophets had been baniſhed the City, Demetrius the 
_ Gynick meeting him upon the Road, would not 
Vouchſafe to ſbew him any kind of Reſpect, but 
|  . proceeded ſo far in his Irreverence, as to revile him 
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Which had 


Sowreneſs and Uneaſineſs, and likewiſe from all 


inveterate Enemy, into a noble Family, and gene- 
roufly gave her a rich Dower, and all Accontre- 
ments ſuitable to her Birth and Quality. Notwith- 


ſanding his great Generofity and Clemency, many 
Plots and Conſpiracies were form'd againſt him, in 
which he generally ſhew'd very little Concern ;_ 


for he often paſs'd by the Treaſon of ſuch as con- 


ſpir d his Deſtruction, faying, That they were all blind 


and inconſiderate, not knowing what a Weight and Bur- 


den the — — was: And for the former Cuſtom of 


ſearching fuch as came to ſalute or ſpeak with the 
Emperor, he left that off before the Civil Wars 
were ended. He regarded theſe Matters the leſs, 


by reaſon of the great Confidence he had in his own 
Fare and his Children; inſomuch, that he declar'd 


in open Senate, That either his Sons ſhow'd ſucceed him 
in rhe Empire, or no Body. He was ſo far from being 
carry'd away by Sufpicion or Dread, to the Deſtru- 


ction of any Perſon, that when he was ſeriouſly ad. 


vis'd by his Friends to beware of Metius Pompoſianus, 
whom they had ſtrong reaſon to ſuſpe& ; he, con- 
trary toall their Opinions, rais'd himto the Dignity 
of Conſul ſhortly after, aſſuring them, That the Time 
| re, when he muſt be fee ſo great a Bene- 
ght no Revenge for thoſe n 


bo 


kinds of Jealouſies and Suſpicions. And for that 

Reaſon his Reſentment either of ſudden Offences, - 
or of old Animoſities, was ſo ſmall, that he mar- 
ry'd the Daughter of his Predeceſſor Vitellius, his 
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openly ; but the Emperor inflicted no other Puniſh- 
ment, than barely to ſtile him by the Title of Dog, 
| alluding to the Name of his Secrt . 
Such was the courſe of Veſpaſians Adminiſtra- 
tion, ſo as to preferve himſelf from all kinds of 


e many Afﬀronts 
nie . ut upon him in Nero's Reign; 
and particularly, an Uſher coming to beg his Par- 


gon after he was Emperor, for rudely thruſting him 
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out of his Room, and bidding him go hang himſelf 
in the Time of his Misfortune; Veſpaſian was pro- 


vok'd no further, than to bid him be gone almoſtin 


ing of Vice; which may be ſaid to be his: 


found that the Manners of the Citizens were deplo- 


rably vitiated and corrupted by all kinds of Luxury: 


Therefore to put a check to their Debaucheries, he 
prevail'd with the Senate to make a Decree, That 
what Woman ſoever, who join'd her ſelf to another 
Perſon's Servant, ſhou'd finally loſe her own Liberty, 


and become a Vaſſal her ſelf. To reform the Cor- 
ruptions of Uſurers, and the Looſneſs of Youth; he 
ordain'd, That no Uſurer ſhou'd recover any Money 
of young Heirs. if it was lent to be repaid with Ad- 


vantage upon the Deceaſe of their Fathers. He made 


many other ſtrict Laws for the reſtraining of Lewd- 
neſs ; and as he was ſevere in puniſhing of Vice, ſo 


he was no leſs remarkable for rewarding all kinds of 


Merits, in which he extended his Liberality to all 


_ ſorts of People, compleating the Eſtates, and ſettling 


Perſons, when their Wants proceeded: from no ma- 


Penſions upon all indigent Senators and Conſular 


nmifeſt Crimes of theirs. - But his more particular 


Bounty he expreſs'd towards the Profeſſors of all Arts 


and Sciences; and fertled; a conſtant Salary of a 


famous Writer of the 


hundred chouland Seſterces upon the Teachers of 


Rhetorick, to be paid Yearly out of the Exchequer, 


He indeed baniſh'd many of the Philoſophers from 
the City, by reaſon of their exceſſive Inſòlence; but 
Vas always a true and hearty Encourager of Learn- 


ing and Learned Rlen. He entertain'd Foſephus, the 
exiſh War and Antiquities, 


C 


elf | with great Civility,, honour'd him with a Statue, and 
o- | highly applauded his Writings ; tho all were not fi- 
in niſh'd in his Reign. In his Reign flouriſh'd Pliny the 
15 Elder, an eminent Natural Hiſtorian, 3 the 
renown'd Orator, and many other Perſons of great 
Learning, who were highly eſteem d by this Empe- 
ror. He was no leſs an Encourager of all other Ex- 
cellencies in Art, and invited the greateſt Maſters 
and Artificers from all Parts of the World, by his 
bountiful Allowances, making likewiſe conſiderable 
Preſents to em, as he found Oecaſion. An ingent-. 
ous Engineer undertaking to remove certain Co- 
lumns Of vaſt Weight into the Capitol, at a ſmall 
Charge, was well rewarded for the Invention, and his 
performance excus d, the Emperor telling him, That 
be ſbouiu let the Peon liu ee 
Let all his numerous Acts of Generofity and Mag- 
niſicence cou d not perſerve him from the Scandal of 
Avarice and Rapaciouſneſs, of which he gave many 
| publick Teſtimonies, ſome of which were below the 
Dignity of an Emperor. - Suetonize tells us, That he 
as not content to revive the old Impoſitions which 
had been. remitted under Galba, to add new and 
more grievous Tributes to ſeveral of the Provinces; 
but he alſo drove a Trade publickly, which would 
have been .diſhonourable to a private Perſon, bar- 
tering and buying Commodities, that he might fell 
em to Advantage. Some believ'd that it was his 
Cuſtom to advance the moſt griping and rapacious of 
his Officers to the moſt pro cable Charges to make 
uſe of them as Sponges, and to ſqueeze them when 
they were become rich. He deſcended to ſome very 
unuſual and diſhonourable Impoſts, even to the lay- 
ing an Exciſe upon Perſons Urine. This caus d his 
Son Titus to remonſtrate to him the baſeneſs of ſuch 
an Invention 1 but Veſpaſian immediately took ſome 


of the firſt R oney that came from that Exciſe, and 


holdipg it to his Son, demanded, if the ſmel LH 
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, proceeded he, hir comes out of the 
Urine, For this and all other his ſevere Impoſts, 
Authots do much excuſe him, by reaſon of the great 


 Necefliries of rhe State, and emptineſs of the Ex- 
uer, when he came firſt to the Government, 


er, 
e then declar d publickly in che Senate, That 
the Subſtance and Re-eſtabliſhnrent of; rhe Common-weal: 


be waned 4 Supply of 
An incredible Sum, exceeding three hundred Mill. 


ons of "our Money. This is the more readily be. 
Hev'd and acknowledg d, becauſe he alwaysemploy'd 
his Revenue to great and noble Purpoſes, and laid it 
out with great Wiſdom and Liberahry. His publick 


Works and Edifices were highly chargeable and ex- 
pehfive ; his Prefents and Penſions were numerous, 


and not without Profuſenels ; and his Feaſts and 
Entertainments were fre 


and magnific 
ors to his Quality: And in all things he ated 
91 85 a to the Peace and Honour of his 0 

general; fo that by his daily conf of 
Good. the” nearer he approach'd the end of his Days 


the more he encreas'd the Hearty Love and Reſpect 
of the whole Senate and People. If 


The great Changes and new Eſtabliſhments he 


made in the Provinces and Tributary Kingdoms de- 
fore his Death, were very 


remarkable ; many of 
which he reduc'd to a fuller Sub jection to the Ronen 
State than ever had they been before. Befides Fudz: 
and Comagena, before particulariz'd, he rednc'd'the 


Kingdoms of Licia, Pamphyila, and Cilicin, in Afia, 
which before had their own pr 


oper Kings, to Pro- 
vinces of the Empire: In Kale = | 5 did the like to 
the Kingdoms of Achaia and Thracia, the Iſlands of 
Rhodes and Samos, together with the great City of 


' Byzantium, and many other Places, Aur. Victor tells 
us, That this Emperor new form'q and eftabliſh'd a 

chouſand Nations, ho ſcarcely before were reckon d 
to 2 two W the 9 Part Toe extin- 
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0 guiſh'd hy the Cruelty of former Tyrants. As to the 
15 Farricniam and Occaſions of all theſe Acts, Hiſtori- 
en ans have been to ſhort and imperfect; tho we have 
Fx. || Reaſon to preſume from the reſt of the Actions f 
+ | this Emperor, that his Conqueſts and Reductions 
were not without good Ground or very plauſible 
pretenſions. As no Provinces in the Empire lay out 
of his View and Care, ſo in all his Reign he had a 
particular Regard to Britain, as a Nation that added 
much Glory and Retiown to the Roman Empire, He 24 
ſent firlt Perilins Cereal; tobe Governor in thoſe Parts, 
who bravely enter d the Countr of the Brigantes, 
the moſt Northern and numerous 2 in that pro- 
vince; to whom he gave many and ſignal Defears, 
and either ravag d or conquer d the greateſt part f 
their Territories. 80 that Cerealis ſeem'd to have e- 
clipſed the Fame and Conduct of any that could 
come after him; when Julia Frontinus, à great 
Man, and às eminent as could be expected after ſuch 
a Predeceſſor, ſucceeded by Yeſpaſian's Order in te 
ſame Charge, with no leſs Glory. For he ſubdu'd 
the ſtrong and warlike Nation ofthe Silures, the In- 
habitants of South Males; where he had not only a 
potent Enemy to encounter, but alſo almoſt inſupe- 
rable Difficulties from the Nature and Situation of | 
the Country. In the laſt Year of Yeſpaſion's Reign, 
Frontinus was ſucceeded by Fulius Agricola, a Com- 
mander of great Fame, both for Valour and Con- 
duct, who enter'd upon the moſt memorable Expe- / 
e, dition chat had ever been known in Britain, Conti- 
ming about ſeven or eight Years, and ſucceeding . 
with great Reputation and Renown. But nothing 
of I of grear Note was perform'd by him in this Reign. 
 Veſpaſian being now in his Ninth Conſulſhip, and 
a his Son Titus in his Seventh, and having done many _ 
ia great and noble Acts to the happy Settlement of the 
rd || Empire, he was ſurpriz d at Campania with ſome 
light Motions of a Diſtewper, when GOT 0: 
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he cry d out, according to the Aſpirings of his Pagan 
Principles, Methinks I am going to be à God. His In- 
diſpoſition cauſed him to remove to the City. from 


whence he retir d to 2 and an Eſtate he had 


about Reate, which he uſually viſited every Summer. 
In. this Place, notwithſtanding the Enereaſe of his 


Diſtemper, he gave Himſelf up to the Affairs of the 


Empire, as formerly; but having corrupted his En- 


trails by the uſe of cold Water, he was after a ſhort 


Time ſuddenly taken with with a Flux, which ſoon 
brought him toſuch a Weakneſs, that he was ready to 


The Dethin the Hands of thoſe that 


of Veſpa» 
ſian. 


faint; when of a ſudden he cry'd out with his for- 
mer Courage and Bravery, An Emperor ought to dit 
ſtanding on his Feet; and eats himſelf up, he expir'd 

0 t ſuſtain'd him; his Death 
being highly lamented, and his Memory gratefully 


preſeryv d by all the great and wiſe Men in the Em- 


pire. Thus dy d Havius Veſpaſian, the Tenth Empe- 
ror of Rome, in the ſixty ninth Year of his Age, af- 


ter a laborious Reign of ten Tears, or very near; a 


Prince of great Wiſdom, Moderation, and Modeſty, 
next Julius Cæſar in War, and ta Auguſtus in Peace; 
one whom Providence ſeem'd to have rais'd on pur: 
poſe to reſtore ſo vaſt an Empire as Rome, and fave 
it from linking; and one whom Pliny. ſaid, That 
Greatneſs and Majeſty had changed nothing/ in bim; but 


only to male his Power of doing Good an{werable to his 


Will, fe was the Second Roman Emperor that dy'd 
à natural Death, and the firſt that was ſucceeded by 


his on Son. He dy d in the 832 Tear of the City, 
A. D. 79. it bein 


123 Years after the Beginning of 
ulizs Czar, and 105 after the full 


the Empire by 


* 


Settlement of it 
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and Obey'd as Emperor; both for being his Father's Titus 
Aſſociate in the Empire, and likewiſe his being ap- ade Em 


was decry d alſo for his Voluptuouſneſs and Luxury, 
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From the Death of WESPASLAN' to the Death of 
© DomiTIAN the Twelfth Emperor, which ended 
the Family of the VESPASIANS,: and the 
% œ . 03 oh EN eel 


Containi ng the Space of near | ſe eventeen YEARS. 
1 -PON the Deceaſe of the great palm, 1 . 
his eldeſt Son Tiius was univerſally receiv d 79 


9. 


pointed his Succeſſor by hislaſt Will and Teſtament: ?. 


Only his ambitious Brother Domitian made ſome Op- 


poſition, inſolently maintaining, That his Father bad 
nominated him, and that his Brother Titus bad falſify d 

hisWill-; but his Plea having but a weak Foundation, 
ſoon fell for want of a Support. Titus was now near 


39 Years of Age, a Perſon of uncommon Excellen- 


cies and Accompliſhments, both as to the Perfections 


of his Body, and the Ornaments of his Mind. He 


had ſerved in many Wars and Expeditions, with 


great Honour and Renown, and diſcharged many , 


Offices in the State with no leſs Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding. Let notwithſtanding his many Virtues 
and Deſerts, he had notliv'd free ſrom ſeveral Crimes 
and Vices, which brought many Accuſations and 
Aſperſions upon him in his Father's Reign. His Se- 
verity to ſome particular Perſons, and his counte- 
nancing the Aſſaſſination of A. Cecinna and ſome 


others, for exciting the Soldiers to Sedition, gain'd 


him the Hatred of many. Beſides his Cruelty, he 


for 


"The Roman Heſtory: Book I. 
for his frequent Spinning out his Treats and Collati- 
ons with the moſt profuſe and diſſolute of his 
Friends, till Midnight and after. Now was he leſs 
accus d for his Luſt upon many Accounts, and par- 
ticularly for his extraordinary Paſſion for Queen Be- 
 reniee; Siſter to King Agrippa of Fudge, to whom by 
= |} Report he had promis d Marriage, but perform'd it 
| naot, by reaſon of the Hatred of the e He 
aas ſuſpected alfo of Rapine and Extortion, in re- 
lation to his Father's new Impoſitions, upon whoſe 
Account he was willing to bear part of the Odium. 
1 And more than all, he was not only looked upon 
pPiripately as a ſecond Nero, but likewiſe pronounced 
Jo publickly by the People; fo that ſcarce ever any 
Man arrived at the Empire with a more fullicd Re- 
putation, or a greater Repugnancy of the People of 
Bau in a very ſhort Time after his Entrance upon 
HL the Government, theſe Calumnies and Accuſations 
turn'd all to his Praiſe and Advantage; and his Ver- 
rues and Graces became ſo bright and perſpicuous, as 
— ro diſperſe all Doubts and Suſpicions, and to make 
= him gain that Reputation under the Burden and 
Envy of the Empire, which he could not obtain un- 
derthe Freedom of a Private Perſon. After this, he 
= had ſo much Skill and Addreſs, together with ſo 
= much good Fortune in gaining upon the Hearts and 
Affections of all People, as ro be generally ſtil'd, 
The Love and Delight of Mankind. Philoſtratus tells us, 
That he had before advis d with the famous Apollo- 
nius Tynnans how to govern well and nicely; who 
only bad him Follow his Father's Steps, and could not fail. 
His firſt Step rowards the gaining the Hearts of his 
Subjects, and-his happy Government of the Empire, 
was his moderating. his Paſſions, and bridling his 


| ſtrong Inclinations; one great Inſtance of which, 
= was his withdrawing himtelf from the Company of 
"| his beautiful Queen Berenice, and his ſending her 


away 


0 


away, notwithſtanding their mutual and paſſionate 
Loves, and all out of the great Reſpect he bore to 


the Senate and People of Rome. He alſo diſchargd 


ſeveral Perſons who were the chief Inſtruments of 
his Delights and Recreations, rightly judging them 
to be unbecoming the Majeſty and Dignity of his 


Office. He not only forbore to countenance and 


careſs his Company of Dancers, whom he had for- 
merly choſen with great Skill, but alſo to ſee them 
in any publick Aſſembly ; tho' he was ſtill a great 
Encourager of publick Games and .manly Paſtimes. 
In all cheſe Matters, he ſhew'd ſuch a happy Mix- 
rure of firm Reſolution and humble Modeſty, that 
of him it was ſaid, That if ever any Man truly ab ſtain 4 

from what was his own, he was the Perſon. He was not 
thus only in reſpe& to himſelf, but likewiſe to all 
others, for he never rook any thing from a Citi- 
zen; and was ſo little addicted to deſire other Men's 
Properties, that he wou d not receive the uſual Pre- 


ſents and Contributions which were his due: ret 


none of his Predeceſſors was more truly liberal and 


8 munificent than he. _ 


The firſt publick Act he did, was a general Con- 
firmation and Ratification - of many Rewards and 
Privileges which had been granted by ſeveral of his 
predeceſſors, not conſidering an Order of Tiberius, - 
by which ſucceeding Emperors might refuſe to con- 
firm their Predeceſſors Grants; ſo that when they 
did confirm em, it was commonly with ſuch For- 
mality, as if they were the firſt and only Donors: 
But Titus, without theſe Formalities, confirm'd all by 
one general Edict, and was the firſt Emperor that 
obſerv d that Method. After this he proceeded with 
all Wiſdom and Diligenece in the great Affairs of the 
Publick, and particularly in the regulating and re- 
forming of ſeveral Miſchiefs which had not been 
perfectly remov'd in his Father's Reign; amongſt 
which chat of Informers, Promoters, and Pettifoggers 

„ Was 


* 


nns Romai Hin. Bock 1 £ 
was very notorious, who had their Riſe from the Li- t 
centiouſneſs and Impunity of former Reigns, and! N. 
daily increaſing in Corruptions, they became the! F* 
Cauſers and Fomenters of all kinds of Heats and 4#< 
Diſſentions. Of theſe Titus made daily and publick | P. 
Examples, condemning them to be ſcourg'd and -P* 
beaten with Clubs in the main Forum, then to be 

_ _ dragg'd through the Theater, and ar laſt, part to be i 
ſold as Slaves, and part to be tranſported to unin- R. 
habited lands, till he had utterly exterminated thoſe Þ! 
Peſts of the City. To put a Farther Stop than his i. 
Father had done to the Corruptions and Tedioufne M © 

of Law-Suits, he prohibited, among other Thing MW :** 
that the ſame Caſe ſhould be try'd by ſeveral Laws; A 
or that any one ſhould inquire into the Eſtate of be 
any dead Perſon, after a fer and preciſes Number af 2" 
He was no leſs active than his Father in repairing i 46 

ol ancient Buildings, and erecting of new; and at i i 

[ ter he had dedicated the famous Amphitheater, and MW .V 
© . withadmirableExpedirion finiſh'd the Baths hard by, ti 
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224 
5 2 


| be exhibited many Shows which were very ſumpm- | N 
| j dus and magnificent, He preſented alſo the People Pe 
| With a Naval Battel, in the old Naumachia, as alſo Pr 
il  @Prize by his Gladiators in the ſame Place; and in 


* | one Day he caus'd 5000 Wild Beaſts of all Kinds to P. 
3K - be baited for the Satisfaction of the Citizens. Theie bet 
publick Rejoycings and Feſtivals were continu'd for 

a hundred Days ſucceſlively; in which, and in all 
other Caſes, he treated the People with exceeding 
Kindneſs and Aﬀability, and having deſign d to give © 22 
them the Diverſion of the Gladiators, he order d it #7 
to be proclamim d, That al Things ſhou'd be exhibited, nt I ef 
cAc4ccording to bus own Fancy, but the Pleaſure of the Specta- fic 
tors; and he was ſo far from refuſing what they de- be 
ſir' d, that he earneſtly ſolicited them to declare their fro 
Minds. Moreover, his Complaiſance was ſo great, the 
that tho' in his Judgment he was for one Party = Tels 
HY 5 N | te (3 
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eli we Gladiators, yet he many times jo T boch in 
1h Woigeand Gelture with che Opinion of the People; | 
the Vet ſtill ſo as torerain.the Marty of an Emperor, an | 
to do no Injuſtice in the Diſtribution of the ſeveral 
Prizes. And that he might not be deficient in any 
point of Popularity, he permitted thoſe of the com- 


%o be mon Rank Days accels into his Baths, while he 
Was bathing himfelf. His Liberality, Courteſie, and 
Readineſs. to do good, have been obſery'd and ap- 
hoſe il ewe e iner in all Ages; and even.dicfes- - - 
n his ine ſtild him by the Title of a moſt ſweet Prince. 
ſock | One of his principal Methods Was never to fend 
ings away any Petitioner with an unpleaſing Anſwer, 
nor without ſome hopes of Succeſs; and thereupon. Ml 
being advertis d by tome. of his Council, That he | 
promis'd more than he ſeem'd able to perform, he made 
| anſwer, Tl bat no Man ought to depart ſorrowful. from 
ring be Preſence of @/Prince ; an, Anſwer that ſuthciently. | 
da. fhew'd his Diſpoſiton to Mercy and Goodnels. He 
nd Was naturally ſo deſirous of doing Good, and of af- 
d by, liſting others in all kinds of Neceſſities, that one 
Night being told, that he had done nothing for any 
ple Perſon chat Day, he with a heavy Countenance, ex- 
ao preſs d his Diſſatisfaction in this memorable Apoph- 
d in thegm, Amici, Diem perdidi, My Friends, I have;loſt a 
ds to Dey; a Sentence worthy of an Emperor, and to be 
heſe i retain d in the Memory of all Princess. 


erer * # — * 5 4V Þ "Is | 


3 for The whole Rule and Government of this Empe- 


tor, was mild and merciful, ſo as to receive ng Ac+ 
ding Kuſation . as cenſur d and abus d him ; 
give for be uſually ſaid, ben] do nothing worthy of Cenſure, 
dit Tregard not Calumnier. He was ſo tender of the Lives 

1 nt of his Subjects, that when he enter d upon che Of- 
fice-of Pontifex Maximus, he ſolemnly proteſted, That 
de- be did it to keep bis Hands pure and undeſiled from Blood ; 
heir | from which time he never was either the Author or 
rear, the Oeccaſion of any Man's Death, tho he wanted 
y of | not OpPortunſties of e Ns Reven ON af- 
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Death. Of thisgreat Clemency, there was a remarkable 
Inſtance: Two of the Patrician Degre 


e being con- 


victed of Treaſon, and aſpiring to the Ewige he. 


made uſe of no Torments or Inquiſitions, nor in- 


flicted any Puniſhment, but only privately admo- 
niſn'd' em to deſiſt, mildly telling them, That the Em- 


pire av given by Providence, a that it was in Vain to 
"commit a Vi many either in Hopes of obtaining it, or ay 
"Fear to be 1 Fit: But for any thing elſe, they 

-might command what he cou'd grant, At the fame time 


3 Vitparch d a Meſſenger to one of their Mothers to 
eaſe her of her Fears, and to affure her That her Son 


W ont of all Dan ner and, as if this was not a ſuffi- 
his Generoſity, he not only enter- 

tain d them at Supper with himſelf that Night, but 
the next Day at a Spectacle of Gladiators, plac'd 
them by himſelf, and when the Combatants Wea- 
ons were accordin g to Cuſtom preſented to him, 
* publickly deſir d their judgment and Approbation. 
His Carriage was no leſs remarkable towards his Bro- 
ther Domitian, who was continually conſpi piring a- 
gainſt his Perſon, and as often incenſing the Legions 
and Cohorts againſt him, ſoliciting them to a De- 
fection, in order to which he had prepar'd all Mat- 
ters for an open Rebellion. Yer notwithſtanding all 
theſe Provocations and Dangers, he wou'd not be 
perſwaded, either to execute, baniſn, or diſcounte- 


nance him by diminiſhing his former Honours; but 


on the contrary, he comported himſelf towards him 
as at firſt, giving him the Title of Aſociate and Sus · 
'ceſſor, - and with Tears privately intreating him, Nor 
to A that by Tri reaf on 7 and e e be Fant 40 
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almoſt incredible Eruptions of the Flames of Mount 


Veſavius and Campania, Which after ithad ruin'd many 
Cities, and a vaſt Tract of Land, the Aſhes were car- 
ry'd through the Air into many diſtant Nations. Ar 
this Mount, Pliny the Elder, and famous natural Hi- 
ſtorian, then Admiral of the Roman Navy, beingdefi-  / 

| rous to difcover the Reaſon of this wonderful Acci- 

dent, by his too near approaching it, was ſuffocated , 
in the Smoak, as his Nephew teſtifies. Beſides this 
terrible Calamity, there happened a Fire in Rome, 
which laſted three Days, and as many Nights inceſ- 
ſantly; and likewiſe a awer Peſtilence, in which 
there commonly dy d ten thouſand every Day. Ne- 

vertheleſs, in all theſe Miſeries, Titus behayed him- 
ſelf not only with the Care and Regard of a 2 | 
but likewiſe with the Tenderneſs and Compaſſion oi 
a Father, comforting the diſtreſſed with his reviving 

Edits, and aſſiſtingthem as his own Revenues would 
permit: him. He choſe ſuch Perſons by Suffrage, as 
had been Conſuls before, to take upon them the 
Charge of ſeeing the Ruins in Campania repaired ; 
and ſuch Goods and Eſtates as were found pertaining 
toPerſons which had periſhed by the ſaid Mountain, 
and had dy d without Heirs, he commanded ſhows | 
be employ'd rowardsthe Building of thoſe Cities and 
Towns which had ſuffer'd. In relation to the Burn- 
ing of the City, he publickly declar'd, That he would 
take the whole Loſs of the upon himſelf”; . 

1y he deſign d all the Ornaments and Furniture be. 
longing to his own Palaces, to the Re- adotnment of 

the Temples, and publick Buildings ofthe LA And 
that all Things might be effected with more Certain- 

ty and — he commiſſion d ſeveral Romam 

| Knights to ſee all his Commands executed. Then te 
remedy the peſtilence, and to abate the Malignity of 

that Diſtemper, there were no Methods, either Hu- 


el 


out all ſorts of Ne 906 all Kind: 


* : 


man or Divine, that he neglected; having ſougnt 


4 


„ 


which he thought might be of any imaginable Uſe. © 
While Titus was thus as eta foe: Affairs g. 
of a calsmitous, tho peaceful Empire; Agricole, his || is 
tenown'd Lieutenant in Britain, proceeded in his fa- I Ic 
mous Expedition with admirable Succeſs; both in te- 2 
ducing and civilizing that Nation. He had enter'd 
Britain in the Reign of Veſpaſian, a ſhort time before te 
Whoſe Arrival, the Ordovices the Inhabitants of North- 
Males, had almoſt entirely deftroy'd a Wing of the 
Roman Legions; by which Means the reſt of the con- 
quer'd Nations Were all ready for a Revolt, either 
out ofa deſite of Liberty, or to diſcover the Worth of 
the ne- Lieutenant. Agricola, tho" the Seaſon was 
far advanc d, with great Celerity gathered together 
his ſcarrer'd Troops and*Auxiliaries, and march d to- 
wards theſe formidable People, who kept themſelves 
in places of Advantage, and durſt not deſcend into 
indifferent Ground. He therefore with great Brave- 
_ ry; placing himfelf foremoſt, adyanc'd towards them 
with his Army, and being. ſeconded with the skill 
aud Courage of his veterane Soldiers, put them all to 
Flight and Sword, ſo that the whole Nation was al- 
moſt extixpated. 4ryicola, fipding that all Thing 
1 . were like to ſucceed according to the Event of his 
= fiſt Actions, immediately determin'd to make him- 
1 ſelf Maſter of the Iſle Mona, or Angleſey; but this De- 
Ign being ſo fuddenly laid, Ships were wanting for 
the Expedition, which defect was norwithſtanding 
Tupply'd by the great Policy and Reſolution of the 
_ Gepetal.. He commanded a choice Body of Auxilia. 
Ties, who were well acquainted with the Shallows of 
; the Waters, ſuddenly to paſs over, and invade the 
N - Wand and theſe,” by the Cuſtom of their Native 
Country, being able in swimming to govern them- 
1clves,their Horſes and Arms, perform'd it ſo effectu- 
_ AllythattheEnemy, who firſt expected a Fleet, were 
= —exccedinglyſurpriz'd and confonnded,' as ſuppoſing 
mn nothing could be hard or invincible to Men that be- 
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immediately deſir d Peace, and ſurrender'd the Iland 
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gan a War with ſuch Reſolution.” Whereu "cn thay! 


* 


tothe Commandof Agricola, who now became great 
nd famous, as having upon his Entrance, a Time u- 


Fl 


runes, ſought not with any glorious Relations or Let - 


ters, to improve and augment the Greatneſs of his 


Honour; but rather in ſeeking to ſuppreſs the Fame 
of his Actions, made em become more ſplendent: 


And then applying himſelf to Civil Government, he 


regulated and reform'd many Abuſes and Corrupti- 


ons in his Family, in his Camp, and in the whole 


province, and eſpecially thoſe that afflicted the poar- 
er ſort, as Exactions, encreaſe of Tributes, and Pay- 
ments of Corn, which had been very burdenſome to 
the Britains; all which he moderated and levelled in 


ſuch a manner, as they became eaſie to the Inhabi- 


tants. By ſuppreſſing theſe and the liſte Enormities; 


he gain'd no leſs Honour than in the Field, all Per- 
lons beginning to entertain an honourable Opinion 
of their new Governor. And whereas the Britains, 


hitherto haraſs'd with Oppreſſions and Wars, had 
imall Leiſure or Inclination to apply themſelves to 


Matters that accompany Peace, and to the Orna- 
ment of Civil and ſetled Societies; therefore they 
were ready for Revolts and Inſurrections upon ever 
{light Occaſion. The better to induce them by Plea- 
ſuxes to Reſt and Quietneſs, he exhorted them in 
private, and aſſiſted them in Publick to build Tem- 
ples, Places of Reſort, and ſtately Houſes; and like- 
wiſe provided, that the Sons of the Nobility ſhould 
be carefully inſtructed in the liberal Arts and Sci- 
ences, commending the Induſtry, and preterringthe _ - 
Parts of the Britains before thoſe of the Gault ſo 


[4 


that they, who but lately deſpis'd the Roman Lat 
guage, did now affect and ſtudy the Graces of it. 
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ually ſpent in Ceremony and Oſtentation, encoun- 
ter d ſo much Toil and Hazard with great Succeſs. 
_ Agricola in theſeproſperous Proceedings of hisFor-' 
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230 De Roman Hiſtory, Bock l. 
5 that time alſo, the Roman Modes and Dreſles 
became in requeſt, and the Gown commonly wore; 
proceeding by degrees to their ſoftneſs an incen- 
tives to Debauchery, Portio's, Baths, and Banquets, 
which by the Ignorant were termed Genteelneſs, 
 whenin reality Tacitus telis us, they were bur the 
|, Trappings of their Yoke and Bondage. By theſe 
8 Means Agricola brought the Britaint to a more gene- 
ral Inclination to Peace, which partly by the Negli- 
gence, and partly by the Avarice of former Gover- 
nors, had been no leſs odious than War it ſelf. 
In the following Year, Agricola, unfatisfy*d with 
his former Conqueſts, diſcover'd new Countries and 
Parts of Britain yet untouch'd, or at leaſt not fully 
ſubdu'd; and being ambitious of drawing the Con- 
ines of the Roman Empire into a larger compaſs, he 
marched Northward up to the very Frith of Taus or 
Tweed, walting all as he paſs'd, and without Reſi- 
ſtance fortify'd the Paſſages with Caſtles and Forts, 
which he ſtored with faſent Proviſions. By which 
means every winteringGarriſon ſecured andguarded 
it ſelf, and with the Summer. Service, ever repaired 
the Winters Miſcarriages; which continually diſap- 
pointed the Enemy, fo that Agricola had all the Suc- 
deſſes he could deſire. The following Summer he ſpent 
in ordering and ſerling what he had over-run; and 
with ſuch Succeſs, that if che Valour of his Armies, 
and the Glory of the Roman Empire could have per- 
mitted it, they needed not have ſoughr any other 
Boundary in Britain. For the Friths of Glota, and Bo- 
dutriu, Danbretton and Edenborough, two Arms of two 
Ppolite Seas, ſhooting far into the Land, were only 


Tal. 


4 Js 


. 
i 
3 
1 
= * 
1 ; 
c 

L 

FF 
* 

A 

l 
} 
+ 
o 
*F 
＋ 
p * 
* 
$ 
1 
* 
. 
= 
4. 
3 
2 


9 þ 
= 
I 
4 
3 
15 
il 
: 
; 
1 
4. 
$ 


EB Corp S500 00 9mm eh 


39501 


ddiuided by a narrow Neck of Land, which Agricola P. 

1 had ſecur d by Forts and Garriſons; ſo that the Ro- 
ant were abſolute Lords of all the South Side, and 5 
. e Enemy as it were within another | py 
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litter, and finding that he mult ſubmit to Death, he 


of Dignity, in whole countenance was no lels 


_—_— N 
= * . | | 
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"For cheſe great Succeſs and Exploit in Intain, © 


[Agricola not only purchas d much Fame, but Titus 


= 


i ] , 
cularly to be faluted Imperatorthe fifteenth Time. But 


this Emperor lid not to enjoy theſe Honours, be- 
ing ſuddenly ſnatch d away, to the exceeding detri- 
ment of the World, and to the unexpreſſible Grief of 
all his Subjects. Not long before, at the finiſhing of 
certain publick Solemnities, in which he wept plen- 
tifully before the People, he retir'd into the Terri- 
tories of the Sabines, lome what more melancholly 
than formrely, being diſcourag'd at fome unfortu- 
nate Omens. 15 his firſt Stage he was ſurpriz d with 
violent Fever, and being 


Carry d after wards in his 


cou'd not forbear expreſſing his mighty Unwilling- 
neſs to depart; and Iooking 1 to Heaven, with an 
unuſual Tenderneſs complain d, That be ſhould be tan 
ken away ſo undeſervedly, and proteſting that in the whole 
Courſe of his Life, be did not know of. 1 one 
* be ought repent of, which. he did not expreſs IF} 
hortly after, he dy'd upon the Ides of September, in Tie Death Þþ 
the ſame Town where his Father dy d, not without of Titus: 
ſuſpicion of his Brother's Treachery, being now. 

the 41½ Year of his Age, having had bur a that 
Reign of two Years, as many Months, and twegty 
Days; a Prince too deſerving for ſo corrupt an Age, 
and one whom Tacitus ſays, was capable of any kind, 


Sweetneſs than Majeſty. This happen'd 48 Years 
ns Saviour's. Crucifixion ; about which Ting 
everalidangerous Hereſies began to creep into the 

Church, and corrupt the Purity of the Chrifion oY 
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The Roman Hiſtory, Book I. 


all the Provinces to the utmoſt Bounds of the Em- 


* 


pire; this Prince bei 


1 


g lamented in all Parts, as cho; 


x i *. « — 


orld had perpetual Pro- 
tector. All the Senators, Whithout any legal and re. 
gular Convocation, haſted to the Senate - Houſe with 
great Impatience; and ſhutting the Doors for a time, 


open d them again, render'd mote Thanks and Ac- 


knowledgments, and heap'd upon him more Praifes 


and Encomiums, - than ever the Emperor obrain'd, 


either before or after his Death, placing him alſo 
among their Gods; which ſhews with what great Fa- 


5 a 4 


 ciliry,, and in how: mort a Time a Prince may gain 


2 1 Domitian 
it made Em- 
peror. 


the Hearts of his Subjects. This great and venera- 
ble Reſpect that all had for him and his Father, caus d 
his Brother Domitian to ſucceed him in the Empire, 
without Oppoſition or Contradiction, notwithſtand- 


ing the ill Opinion that many had juſtly conceiv'd of 
him, he being now about thirty Years of Age. The 


Pride and Ambirion of this Prince had formetly ap- 
pear'd in ſeveral mahifeſt Inſtances, which caus d ma- 


td read. is Government; and tho, he ſhew'd 
great concern for the Death of his Brother, yet ſhort- 


5 & Alter bis Arrival at the Empire, he inſolently de- 
Flax d in open Senate, Thar it 2045, he who had given it 
both to his Father and Brother, and that they had but re- 


n 


ſtor'd it to him again. In the former part of his Reign, 


many wile and good Actions; in which Time he 


2 


many of his Hours in divers kinds 


Recreations and Diverſions, particularly in Arche- 


If 
1} and Gaming, in the former of which he was 0 
wonderfully expert, chat out of Glory he wou'd of. 


ten cauſe his Page to ſtand at a great Piſtance with 


his Hands ſpread for a Mark, where he wou'dgfhoor 
Wich that Art, as taſtick all his Arrows between his 
' Fingers without any Hurt. © And-here I miſt'nor0- 
mit one crnel, cho" deſpicable Recreation, of Which 
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'm- of retiring an Hour in a Day into his Chamber; in 
ho the Beginning of his Reign, where his ſole Employ- 
ro- ment was a xidiculous catching of Flies, and prick- 
re. ing em through with a ſharp Bodkin; which Cu- 
ith ſtom gave Occaſion to Criſpus, when one enquir'd; 
ne, | whether any Body was with the Emperor, ſharply 
\c- Bl to anſwer, Not ſo much ag ft 10 alot 
iſes i The Begining of his Reign was generally accep- 
1'd, cable to the people, at which time he ſhew'd ſo great 

ſo an Abhorrency to all Manner of Cruelty and Blood- 

Fa- I ſhed; that he once reſolv'd by expreſs Edict to forbid . 
ain the ſacrificing of Oxen. He alſo ſhew'd no Signs of 
ra- Avarice or Parſimony; but on the other ſide, gave 

s'd frequent Teſtimonies not only of his Moderation, 
Ire, but Liberality, behaving himſelſ very bountifully to 
nd- I all that were about him, inculcating nothing to them 
lof ſo much as to avoid Baſeneſs and Sordidnefs, Such 
"he Inheritances as were left him by Perſons who had 
ap- Children, he would not accept; and refus'd ſeveral 

na- other Eſtates; and likewiſe remitted many Penal- 

vd ties and Tributes which were his Right. He neg- 
t- lected all kind of Literature, which his Father and 
de- WW Brother had highly encourag' d; only he was very 

v it careful and liberal in repairingof the Libraries which 

re- had been burnt, and recovering Copies of ſuch 

zn, WM Books as had been loſt, ſending purpoſely to Alexant 

by Jia to tranfcribe and correct them. But he had fo 

he great a hatred to Philoſophers, Mathematicians, and 
ads Aſtrologers, that in the ſecond Lear of his Reign, ne 
he- WW not only baniſn'd them out of Rome, but likewiſe out 
{oo of all Tah. But in publick Edifices, Shows, and 

of. Spectacles, he was no leſs Ambitious than any of his 

itt Predeceſſors. He rebuilt ſeveral ſtately and noble 
zo}  Fabricks; © Which had been deſtroy'd by the Fire in 
his his Brother's Reign; among the reſt, of the Capitol 
which had been burnt again: But he was reſoly d to 
engroſs the Honour and Glory of it to himſelf; for 
he wou d not permit any Name to be put in the In- 
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own, nor allo the leaſt mention | __ 
e Primitive Founder. In the Capitol he ere. | 2:9 
ed a new Chappel, which he dedicated to Fupiter | * 
Cubus, as alſo a Forum, or a Hall of Juſtice ; and in Ces 
Honour of Fapiter Capitolinus, he inſtituted three l War 
_ fonts of Conteſts to be obſerv d every five. Years, 0 
Muſick, Horſemanſhip, and Wreſtling, in Which he J. 
diſtributed his Coronets in great Numbers. He like- him 
wie built another Temple for the Havian Family, a 
Courſe or Liſts for Races and Wreſtlings, a Muſick. 
Houſe, and many other publick and magnificent 
ãç Q. ie 
I.! be better to obtain the Favour and Applauſe of 
_ the People, Domitian Ordain d many publick Shows 
| and Games which were exhibited with wonderful 
pomp and Curioſity. Firſt, he caus'd/a vaſt Lake to 
e digg d near the River Tiber, ſurrounding it with 
ſpacious Walls and numerous Seats; in which he re- 
pPreſented Sea - Fights, by great Numbers of Ships, 
which almoſt amounted to compleat Fleets, and 
ſcarcely differ d from real Battels, He alſo frequent- 
ly exhibited that cruel Sport of Gladiators, and gave 
large Rewards to Chariot-Racers. He had likewiſe 
his Tourneys, and Battels of Horſe: Men and Foot- 
Men, and Huntings and Baitings of infinite Num- 
bers of Wild Beaſts, in which he exceeded all his 
Predeceſſors; for he caus d Women; as well as Men 
publickly to fight with Wild Beaſts. In the third 
Ludi Sz- Year of his Reign he caus d the Celebration of thoſe 
puſares. great Games and Feaſts call d, Sæcular, Which of all 
A. D. others were far the moſt ſolemn and magnificent, 
84. and in a regular Courſe cou d be repreſented but 
once in a hundred Years, which was ſo long ſince 
their Celebration by Auguſtus; Only Claudius Had or- 
derd them in his om Reign, without obſerving 
Lime or Order. In theſe ſolemn and religious 
Games he added many Things, and befides had Bi- 
putations and Controverſies both in Latin and Greek 
5 ; 12440 0101 Fe , FEY OT TAS ES Hr, Rd >> FnG* M5 JED Xo” Proſe, ; 
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Dancers, together with Virgins for running of Ra- 


ces: In all which Solemnities he diſtributed great Re- 
wards, fitting Preſident himſelf, magnificently adorn'd 
with apurple Robe and Crown, with the Prieſt of 
Jupiter, and the College of the Havian Priefts about 
him, with their Coronets. He alſo promoted all 
kinds of Tragedies, Comedies, and Stage - Plays; and 
in concluſion, there were made by his Order all thofe 
Feaſts, Games, and Revels, that ever had been ſeen 
or known in Rome, beſides many which were new-. 
ly invented. Among all which he made a Diftribu- 
tion among the whole Body of the Roman People of 
zoo Seſterces to every Perſon call'd Congiarii; and 
Tacks the time of theſe Revels, which laſted a con- 
ſiderable time, he made many ſumpruonsBanquetsand 
publick Entertainments ; and there were thrown a- 
mong the common People all forts Coins, Clothes, 
and other valuable Things our of Windows, which 
were call'd Miſilia. By which kind of Shows and 
Benevolences, he was greatly eſteem'd by the vulgar 
Sort in the former Part of his Reign © 
But in ſome other Matters Domitian was more de- 
ſervedly commended and eſteem d; particularly in 
his Adminiſtration of Juſtice, in which he was more 
than ordinary diligent and induſtrious: He many 
times fat himſelf in an extraordinary Manner in rhe 
Courts, and ſuperſeded the partial Sentences of the 
Centumviri: He likewiſe admoniſh'd the Commiſſi- 
oners and delegated Judges, not to incline too much 
to the rhetorical Perſwaſions of ſuch as interpoſed in 
the behalf ef the Slaves and Servants who demand- 


. 85 


* & 


ed their Liberty, ſeverely puniſhing ſuch Judges and 


Counſelors as were corrupt, and acted by Bribes, 
And in this Matter he was ſo careful as to encourage 


the Tribunes Himfelf to accuſe a particular Ædile 


Extortion, and to demand Juſtice againſt him of the 


x 4 


denate. He was ſo exact in relation to the Corrup- 
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tions, and Enormities of the City Magiſtrates, and 
the ſeveral Governors of Proyinces, that there was 


never known more Equity and Modelly among the, 


great Officers, than in his Reign, tho after his Death 
moſt of che ſame Perſons were convict of all Man- 
ner of Crimes. He purſu'd his Father sand Brother's 


Deſigns as to the reforming of tedious LawSuirs, 
and in baniſhing Delators and Promoters ; and he diſ- 


charg d ſuch as had been ſued in the Exchequer five 
Years before, and had their Suits ſtill depending, not 
allowing any new Proceſs to be made upon that Ac- 


count, but within a Year's ſpace; and with this par- 


ticular Caution, That if the Informer made not his 


Charge good, he ſhould ſuffer. Baniſhment. He like- 
wiſe prohibited the Caſtration of Children; and ſuch 
as were Eunuchs already, and in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Merchants, he moderated their Prices, and reduc d 
them to a more reaſonable Rate. Obſerving a vaſt 
Plenty of Wine, and as great a Scarcity of Corn 
the ſame Year, he concludẽd, that the great Care in 
cultivating Vines had caus'd the neglect of Tillage; 
to prevent with Inconvenience for the future, he by 


an Edict commanded, that no more Vines ſhould be 


1 
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tion of Manners, he reform' 


7 1 
, 4 * : Z 


x * 1 2 - L : F . ; 0 w ® a a 3 8 4 | 0 1 
Lirters. and their Capacities of Legacies and 
-; : is & . 1 . 2 4 2 4 + $ 38: 57 T 4 * ; * 2 1 | * 7 8 ; 4 L. 
f ! 85 ; 


8 inlay, and that they ſhould be cut down in 
the Provinces, or at leaſt reduc d to a Moiety: But 
he perſiſted not long in this Reſolution. Having ta- 
VVV 

rm'd many Abuſes in the 
City ; particularly he ſuppreſs d ſuch Libels ard Der 
famatory Writings, as any ways reflected upon per- 
ſons of Quality of either Sex, and caus d them to be 


burnt, adding Diſgrace and Infamy to the Authors, 


He turn d a Schator out of the Houſe, purely for his 
immoderate Delight in Buffoonry and Dancing; 
Judging thoſe Qualities below the Dignity of that 
venerable Oider. From ſuch Women as were Scan- 


Galous in their Lives, he took away the Privilege of 
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Confederacy and Union. Theſe, as their laſt Et- 
belides great Numbers of Youth, and luſty old Men, 
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tance; and 


ITIAN XII. 3 
night out of the Liſt of 


the Judges, for receiving his Wife after ſne had been 


of tl „ accidentally 
neglected by his Father and Brother, he puniſh'd 


5 for Adultery. But as for the Whoredoms + 
the Veſtal Virgins, - which had been accidentally 


without Mercy: Such as were convicted but once, 


ſuffer d Death as ordinary Malefactors; but others. = 
were bury d alive, according to the ancient Cuſtom, 


and their aſſociate Criminals whipt to Death. Theſe 
and the like memorable Acts of Jaſtice, have been 


highly applauded by many; but in moſt of em he 


us diſuch Pride and Elation, and ſhew'd himſelf ſo 
exceſſively Vain-glorious, as gave almoſt evident 


Tokens of his future Enormities. He was at preſent 


5 i | \ . | . 
very various by reaſon of the Equality and Propor- 
tion of his Vertues and Vices, till in Proceſs of 


kinds of Cruelties and Impiet ies. 


„ 


Lime, the latter prevail'd ſo as to drive him into all 


In all the Beginning of this Emperor's Reign, Agri» Agrico- 


cola vigorouſly purſu d his great Attempts and Enter- 


1 


ceſſes in the laſt Reign, he continu'd his Progreſs, 
and with many proſperous Conflicts ſubdu'd ſome 


Britain. 


' = 


adjacent Places and People, till then unknown tothe 


Romans; and likewiſe put Garriſons into thoſe Parts 
of Britain which lie towards Ireland. After this, ſuſ- 
pecting ageneral Inſurrection of the Caledonians, thoſe 


fierce Northern Nations beyond Baodotria, in the fol- 


lowing Years he man'd out a Fleet to ſearch out the 


Creeks and Harbours of that ample Region, and with 


his Army march'd for the North. After various Pro- 


greſſions and Succeſſes, the Britains, intent upon no-— 
thing but Revenge or Slavery, by Leagues and Trea- 


ties muſter'd up their Whole Power; being at laſt 
ſenſible, that a common Danger muſt he repell d by 


fort, had gather d together above 3ooo armed Men, 
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de Roman Hiſtory: | Bock I. | Chi 
| who formerly had been famous Soldiers, and ſtill re · by-th 
tuin d che Scars and Badges of their Bravery. | Upon 554 
the Approaches of both Armies, all Perſons wy 11 8 


i 2 XL. 


thand- 
Effect. I ben I conſider the Cauſe of this War, and our f 
Preſent Urgency, I have Reaſon to preſume, that the future er, 
Happineſs and Freedom of the anbole and will date their = 7 
Birth from this: 3 Day. For e are the moſt va- Th 
ant Remains of the Britains, ſeated in the remoteſt Parts, ¶ ceive 
beyond the Ken of thaſe Nations enſlav'd by the Enemy ; ſo tions 
that our Eyes are yet unpolluted, and free from the Conta- his N 
gion of Foreign Tyramy ; and this ſecret Receſs, unknown Bf Floqt 
to: Fame, hath hitherto pre ſerv d us in all the Bleſſings of Enem 
Liberty. Beyond us in no Nation, nothing but Waves and if moſt 
| Rocks; on that Side, nothing but Bondage and Slavery, his 7 
\ +121: 4 apbich, we muſt expect from the Romans; 4 People wnſati- ¶ ſance 
A4 he in their Luſts, and unbounded in their Ambitions. Cor 
F Thoſe Robbers of the World, and Rawagers of the Univerſe, 
nua the exhauſted Lands can no more furniſh their Rapines, 
 endegvour to rifle the wide Sea and Ocean. When they 
mueet with opulent Enemies, their Cruelty proceeds from A. 
—_  warice; when with: Poor, it ariſes from Ambition. The 
Eaſt and Weſt, vaſt as they are, cannot ſatiate their vo- 
racious Idinds; they, and they alone, with equal Greedi- 
neſs and Appetite, graſp at the Riches and Poverty of al 
Nations. _ Devaſtations, Murders; and Extirpation, paſs 
with them under the falſe Names of Empire and Govern- 
ment; and they boaſt of eſtabliſhing Peace in thoſe Pro- 
vinces they have render d deſolate. Our Goods are their 
Tribute, our Cum their Proviſion, our Bodies their Tools for 
all kinds of Drudgery, and if the Modeſty of our Wives and 
* Daughters haspreſeru'd them from open Violence, when they 
Were Enemies, it cannot ſecure them from their laſciuious 
Friendſhip, now they are Gueſts. Other Slaves, whom Na- Blooy 
ture and Fortune have deſtin d to Servitude, „ Chace. 
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by their Maſters ; but the Britains alone purchaſe their own 
Bondage, and muintain and ſupport their Oppreſſorr. Were 
our Enemies Courage in War equal to their Debaucheries in 
Peace, we might juſtly dread their Arms; but their Glory 
is all owing to our Diſſentions : But our Union will diſſipate 
their Forces, which are gather d out of many Nations ; ſo 
that one Miſcarriage of theirs will diſſolue their Power: 

ſum, there you ſee Tributes and Slavery, here Death or Ti- 
berty ; therefore let us remember; the Glory of our Anceſtors, 
and conſider ener of our Poſterity, .. 


This Speech being vehemently deliver'd, was re- 
ceiv'd with barbarous Songs, and confus'd Acelama- 
tions; while Agricola on the other fide encouragd 
his Men with all the Force and Charms of the Roman 
Eloquence, and fearing to be flank d by reaſon of the 
Enemies Numbers, he drew out his Front in the ut 
moſt Length, and advanc'd himſelf at the Head off 
his Foot. The Battel began at a conſiderable Di-“ 
ſtance, wherein the Britains ſhew'd great Art and 
Courage, by means of their broad Swords and ſhort 
Bucklers, with which they bore off the Darts of the 
Enemies, and pour'd in 7 them with Showers of 
their own. To prevent which Inconveniency, Agri- 

cha Order d the Batavian and Tungrian Cohorts to ad- 

vance againſt them with their ſharp- pointed Bucklers, 

which render'd their pointleſs Swords unſerviceable, | 
and fo mangled their Faces that they wereoblig'd to 

retire with great Precipitation. This Advantage be 

ing ſeconded by the Emulation of the other Cohorts, 

who furiouſſy bore down all before them; and being 
many Ways back d and ſupported by the great Skill 1 

of their General, the Britains were at laſt diſpers d: 

Whilſt many unarm'd ran deſperately upon rhe 

Swords of their Enemies, others tho? arm'd betook 
themſelves to Flight, leaving a Field diſmallyſtrew'd 

with heaps of Arms, Carcaſſes, mangled Limbs and 5 
Blood. Night and Wearineſs put an end to the | 
Chace, and Victory made ir pleaſant to the Conque - 
a E's | | Tors; 
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deting! in a de plorable Manner, 


calling - their loſt Friends Carry ing off the Wounded, 
- DG their houſes ont of Rage and Fury, and 
' ſhifting from one Hole to another. Sometimes they 
1 gh e with each other. and conceiv d ſome 
Hopes; than again they were broken with, Compaſ- 


fon, and often with Madneſs at che ſight of their 


5 Wives and Children, ſeveral of which they deſtroy'd 
bout of Pity, to preyent their future Miſeries. Say 
1 * ſend 5 4 0 to al 5 5 e and 4 


duct ion. 
to 52 
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. oe without any amplifying Terms, to 
| "Domitian,, - whoſe Vices.and Impieties began more o- 

. penly t to diſplay themſelve 
wich an open {hew of, great Joy, tho in Reality will 


both un juſt and 31 diculous; having bought eertal 

- Slaves ot that Country, and elt them in the Habit 
of Captivesroadorn che Solemnity; whereas now a 
Fl 2500 Soy real Victory pf many thouſands ſlain and 

Tubdu'd, became current in eyery Man's Mouth. It 
at the Honour of 2 
private 


Vis dapgerous, he. thovght a 


-the. fourth Tear of | Domitian's, Reign, the Govern- 


to The Roman Emperors. them! {elves and no 2550 
the Diſpoſal. of the Senate. Wr ini 


| 'ous to: himſelf, that, his Bat German Triumph was 


- 2 As Years 9 755 Ale — 27 8 bl Entrance, 1 ut 


moſt Limits of Britain, a1 
were by the. Valour and 1 auſtry. of... 
known to the Romans. and the great 
"Ile reduc d into an entire and civiliz 


Ag _ made 
© part of dhe 
7 P rovince in 


"ment Of which Was ever annex d and appropriated 


Agricola. having {ent a plain Accquns ne of "theſe 


, his Letters Were receiv d 


much Trouble and Concern. For he was conſci 
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Dent the Night in] ane 


Private Perſon ſhou d eclipſe the Glory of a prince; 
and that he had in vain ſuppreſs'd the Study of Ora 
tory. and other Popular Arts, if another cou'd thus 
| ſurpaſs him in the Art of War. Being tormented 
with theſe Thoughts, and muſing of it in his Cloſet, 
a general Fore-runner of Cruelty with this Prince, 
he concluded it moſt convenient to conceal his Re- 
ſentments till the Fame of theſe. Victories, and the 
Heat and Eſteem of the Soldiers were ſomewhat a- 
bated. - Therefore he took care that Triumphal Or- 
naments, Statues, and other Honours ſhould be de- 
creed him, and that in very honourable Terms by 
the Senate; and to remove him from Britain, caus d 
a Report to be ſpread, that the Lieutenancy of 5 
ria, then vacant by the Death of Atilia Rufus, and 
reſerv'd for Perſons of the higheſt Rank, was deſign d 
for him. By which politick Contrivance this Wor- 
thy. Commander was diſplac'd from his Lieutenancy 
in Britain, the Province being ſurrender'd in a peace- 
able Condition to Saluſtius Lucullus, and that of Syria 
diſpos d of otherwiſe. That his Entry into Rowe | 
4 be obſcure and private, he came into the Ci- 
ty by Night, as he was order'd ; and by Night was 
admitted into the Palace, where the Emperor re- 
ceiv d him with a ſhort and ſilent Salutation; from 
whom he quickly drew of among the reſt of the 
Attendants. After which, to prevent further Incon- 
veniencies, he gave himſelfupto a retir d and unactive 
Life; . notwithſtanding his Death ſome Years after 
was not without Suſpicion of Poyſon by Domitian's 
Pw es p52 
Thus did this Emperor treat his principal Com- 
mander Agricola; a manifeſt Fore-runner of an un- 
proſperous Reign, when Princes become r | 
and jealous of their Subjects beſt Services. He ſhort- 
ly after found the Inconveniency of this kind of 
. Poop the ſucceeding Wars that happen d in 1 
his Reign, which were all undertaken upon die- 
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ceſſity. The firſt was againſt the Sarmitians in Eu- 
rope, with whom were join'd thoſe of Aſa, and ma- 
ny of the ancient Scythians, who all together invaded 
the Roman Empire, and began a cruel and dange- 
rous War, at once deſtroying a whole Legion, and 

à General of the Romans. But after feveral Rein- 
forcementsof the Legions, and much Bloodfhed, the 
Sarmatians were overthrown, and conſtrain'd to re- 
tire into their Country, with the Loſs of many of 
their People. After which in the Eighth Year of 
Domitians Reign, the Dacians, under the Conduct of 
Decebalm their King, made an Eruption out of their 
Country, and extreamly afflicted the Roman State; in 
which War many bloody Battels were fought to the 
great Shame and Loſs of the Romans. © At firſt they 
overthrew- Oppius Sabin, a Man of Conſular Digni- 
ty, and cut off the greateſt Parts of his Army; and 
next Cornelius Fuſcns, Captain of the Prætorian Guards, 

in ſeveral Fights. Our remaining Authors are very 
|. + brief and imperfe@ as to the Particulars of theſe 
1 great and dangerous Wars; but Tacitus, whoſe large 

| Account of em is loſt, tells us, that many Armies 
1 and Standards of the Romans were caſt away, thro” 


| the Raſhnels or Cowardice of their Commanders, 
F The Conteſts were not then for the Limits of the Em- 
|. pire, and the Banksof the Danube; but the ſtanding 


Legions, and the Provinces themſelves were in dan- 
er 


| Loſſes, every Seaſon became unhappily memorable . 
1 for ſome Calamity or Overthrow. But at laſt the 
Roman State, vigorouſly exerting its inward Power 
and Strength, repell'd rhofe barbarous Nations, tho 
not without the Aſſiſtance of Money, and unjuſtly 
procur d Domitian a Triumph, which was not his on- 

Iy Triumph; for he obtain d another over the Catti, 
a People in Germany, with whom he maintain'd a 
doubtful War; for which he vainly aſſum'd the Sur- 
name of Germanjcas,” and caus'd the two Months — 4 
Ka 355 5 8 > | tem 4 


1 


each ober, neee D 
| — in one of them _ II 1 
and thepther he Was born. 242000 


Pride and Earapagancy, not — his his Statues 
Haba apitol-10: . made of any Thing leſs than of 
5 IT and of preciſe Weight. And 
as Lama — is a — Madneſs, which ſets Men 
againſt Heaven, when it has raiſed em above the 


— Jo it caus d this — impiouſly to af- 
5 — hi 2 * ara8re won to ile anon 


t ; ——— — 


aligula, and nat like his Father or Brother. He 
aus d many. Illuſtrious Senators to be put to Deatli, 
—— been Conſuls, particularly Civi- 
la Cereatis in his Proconſulſhip of ia, and Salvide- 
aut Ori us, and Arcilius Glalrio, in their Baniſhments, 
bt y pretending Practices againſt the State. He 

. d. Multitudes of others upon very light | 
and.txifling Occaſion: Alius Lamia among the reſt 
my. — for his Jeſts, tho* they were old 
innocent; Salvius Cocceanus, for celebrating the 
lativiry ob Obo the Emperor, who was his Uncle by 
Father's: ſide ; waar re for being re. 
panes c0have had andimperiat Horoſcope, portend= 
be and other Pretences of the 
| 5and Saluſtiut Lucullus, his Lieutenant in 
itain for ſuffering anew ſort of Lances to be call'd 
Lubullin'ss after his own Name. He commanded Fu- 
nias Ruſticus to be — to Death, for publiſhing a __ 

m mendatian of mA Thraſea, and Hel- 

two Philofopt 22 e to his Fa- 


2 


thers 


. 


- gafon rar — rime hani all che Phi ilofop 
Mathematicians, Gr. out of, Rome and 1 
after this Decree the gi ian Ape 
nus, having — . 18: 
as brought before Domitian, here are e. 
im Erker at Magick; is faid imm iate 
out of ſight. e ee e it raider 15 
Upon the 3ccount of the many Cruelties Gf: this 
Emperor, and for ſome Affronts erer Tuck Ants 
nis, Governor of the Upper Germ: 
gerous Nebellion in thoſe: pat c 
mander of a numerous Armyy he the Tit 
of Emperor. The Succeſsof chis — main d 
long doubtful, and became daily more formidable to 
the Emperor, who had ſo much loſt the Love of his 
People, till his General Normandus dextærouſſy ſur- 
20 Antonius, juſt when a Sudden Over: flowing of 
the Rhine had ſtopp'd the Artival of the Oman lixi- 
liaxies, and deſiroy'd both him and his Army. The 
Neuss of this Victory, we are told, was brought to 
Rome by Supernatural Means on the ſame Day that 
the Battel was fought, to the uu ſurprize of the 
+4 rer and City. in oth | Mis LF 2» 
After this Victory and Sue virian's | | 
increas 'd, ſhewing no kind of 1 'toithoſe whio 
had been of the Adverſe Party; — n 
throughly revenge himſelf, and dilcoveralitheir Ac. 
complices, he invented new of ee * 
: os Fire into their Privities, anc}-ſoretimes © 
their Hands. After which he became exorbi- 


tant in his Cruelties, even to his Friends a 
e in Which he was not — and poſi- 
tive, but alſo exceeding ſubtle andi artificial in ſur- 


Prizing. The day before he crucify dthe Comptroller 
_ of his Houſhold,, he kindly call'd him up tas his 


| c t ane ro fix down by him, diſmiſs 
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Chap. WI DOMITI 
Dich of Meat from his own Table that Night. 


g congluded on the Death of Arerinu Clemens, a 
perſon of Conſular Di ity; and one of his pritici- 


1 Il. : 


pal Favourites and Emillaries; he ſent for him, com- 


plemented him, ſhew d him greater Favour than for- 
merly, and carry d him about with him in his 6 n 


Liner: And thar he might abuſe the Patience of 
Men with more Scorn and Contempt, he never pro- 
nounc d any diſmal Sentence, but witli a cunning 
preamble, full of great Clemency and Mercy; o 
that whenever he appearid kind and ge 


bloody in the Epilogue: Having brought ſome per- 
ſons accus d of Treaſon before the Senate, to pre. 
pare them for his Deſign, he publickly declar d, That 


hat Der would manifeſtiy ſhew how dear he mt to the. 


Senate; by which Means he fore-ſpoke their Judg- | 
ments, and eaſily prevaibd to have them condemn d 


to die more Majorum, the moſt cruel of all Deaths: 


Which when he had obtain'd, as if he had been ter- 
rify'd with the Atrocity of the Puniſhment, he thus 


Wees with the Senate, Permit, T beſeech you, Ve. 


nerable Fathers, that I may obtain of your tender 505 
(which I know cannot be obtain d but with great difficulty) 
that theſe poor condemn' 4 Wretches may be allowed to — 1 q 
choice of what Deaths they will ſuffer : By ſo doing you will. | 


—_ bers or 


the World will Fake votice 0 1 Was then preſe ent 
in 2 Senate. 


In the midſt of theſo'y various Cruel this Em- 
peror gave himſelf up to all kinds of Luxury and 


incontinence. and tothe Practice of all forts of co 
vetous and rapacious Acts. In the former he was no 
leſs notorious than the moſt vicious of his Predeceſ- 
ſors, being enormouſly addicted ro Luſt and Wan- 


RY 


ntle in the” 
Prologue, it was a certain Sign of proving cruel and 


our um Eyes from 4 diſmal Spectacle of Horror, 


tonneſs, and frequently converſing and ſwimming . 
with the moſt pert and lewd Proftitutes, Ha- 
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6 De Nena Hin: Bock E 
ings, by his frequent Exhibitions to the People, by 
his Augmentation of his Soldiers Pay, and other 
Steat Charges of the my agen Avarice began to 

1 I 


gar, and to ſhew it felt in its moſt ugly Form, re. 
ucing him. to the Invention of all kinds of Rapines 


ad Extortions. He ſeiz d the Eſtates of all 
--.  Beople, whether living or dead, upon the leaſt Ac: 
'- cyſation, by the firſt Informer; and: the ſmalleſt 
Action or Word againſt the Majeſty.of the Prince, 

was ſufficient, to ruin the Poſſeſſor. He conſiſcated 


„tho never ſo remote, if but ono Wit- 


nn tanding by them that 
C9riſe;s Kingdom was not of this World, he diſmiſt 
De del ſuppoling , their Meanneſs and Simplicity tg 
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this Emperor ſet himſelf to Fe 
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Chap. VI. DOMITHAN XII. 
At length to ſet a Seal to all former Wickedneſſes, The 


J 7 


* 


Church, and to deſtroy the Chriſtian Religion, and 
ee ee 
Places, infinite Numbers of Chrifians were baniſh' d 
and put to Death; upon whom he executed various 
Cruelties. This was the ſecond general Perſecution 
of the Church which broke out in the tenth Year of 
this .Emperor's Reign, and 26 Year after the begin- 
ning of the firſt under Nero, tho' ſome place is three 
or four Years after; in which the beloved Diſciple 
St. Fobn was ſent for to Rome, by the Proconſul of 


Alia, Where by Domitians Command he was thrown 


into a Cauldron of boiling Oil, or rather Oil ſet on 
fire; whence he was miraculouſly preſerv'd from 


Danger, and immediatly after baniſhed to the de- 


ſolate Iſle of Patmos, where he wrote the Apocalypſe, 


which was a Divine Repreſentation of the State and 


Condition of Chriſtianity in the future Periods, and 


Age of the Church. Many other eminent Chriftians 


ſuffer d in this Perſecution, particularly, Timothy was 


ſton d to Death in Epheſus by Diand's Votaries; and 


Dionyſius the 5 was martyr'd at Athens, Be- 
ſides, - Domitian ſpar d not his Couſin German FH. 
Clemens, in the Time of his Conſulſhip, for being a 


Chriſtian; and baniſhed his Wife H. Domitilla, his own! | 


Kinſwoman alſo, for the ſame Reaſon, into the Iſland 


Pandataria. Thus like his bloody Predeceſſor Nero, 


he rag d againſt the innocent Chriſtians, and likewiſe 
their Perſecutors; but before his Death, after two or 
three ** he moderated the Perſecution, and made 
Now Domitian hy his brutiſh and bloody Practices, 
became odius to the greateſt part of his Subjects, 
bur exceeding terrible to the Senate and Nobility ; 
the whole Body of which he often threatned by the 
cauſcleſs Deaths and Baniſhments of ſo many of 
hem. Once the Scnate-Houſe was beſet, and the 
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Senators environ'd with Soldiers, to their great Tei- 
ror; another Time they were driven to a moſt diſ- 
mal Fright by a more private Contrivance of the 
Emperor's, which ſucceeded in this manner. Domi 
tian, at a ſet Evening and Feſtival, made a kind and 
ſolemn Invitation of the greateſt part of the Senate 
to a publick Entertainment. At the Entrance of his 
Palace they were all formally receiv d, and ceremo- 
niouſſy conducted, and lock d up in a ſpacious Hall 
hung round with Black, and illuminated by a few 
melancholy Lamps, which were only ſuffcient to 
ſhew the Horror of the Place, and to diſcover ſeve- 
ral Coffins, upon which were fairly written the Names 
of the Senators invited. The Senators were fil'd 
with ſtrange Fears and Apprehenſions at the apprar- 
ance of this DiſmalScene, and the Proſpect of Death 
ſo ſolemnly carv'd out for them, well knowing the 
cauſeleſs and unreaſonable Cruelties of this Empe- 
© ror. In the height of their frightful Imaginations, af- 
ter a long Writing, their Fears were increas d by an 
Entertainment of many naked Perſons, with their 
Bodies all over blacken'd, who enter d the Hall with 
_ drawn Sword in one Hand, and flaming Torches in 


the other. The Gueſts at this dreadful Appearance, 


expected nothing but immediate Death, when ſud- 
denly the naked Perſons, after they had danc'd ſome 
time abour them, ſer open the Doors, telling them 
bat the Emperor gave all the Company leave to withdraw. 


Thus did this Tyrant threaten the main Body of the 


Senate at once; but he ſeldom threatened, without 
ſtriking, eſpecially if he once got their Names into 
_ certain Table-Book, which he kept purpoſe y for 
ae and bloody Degus. 
As Domitian drew near the End of his Reign, his 
Errors and Enormities became more conſpicudus and 
notorious; he became more lazy and unactive, more 
inſolent and revengeful, and like a thorough pac d 
Tyrant, iafupportably jealous and ſuſpicious of alk 
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leaſt e throwing him into the greateſt r. 


ety. At 


ength he wou d not admit any Priſoner or 


Criminal to be brought before him, but in 1 8 
| 4 he hear 
any of them plead for themlelyes, till he had firſt | 


and with the greateſt Caution; nor wowd 


ſecur d their Chains in his Hands: And that his Do- 
meſticks might e how unſafe it was for any to 
attempt the Life 

he commanded Epaphroditus to be executed, for being 


ſuppos'd to aſſiſt Nero in hĩs Death, tho he deſir d it 


himſelf, being firſt deſerted by the reſt of his Friends 


Finally, his Jealouſies increas d to that Degree, that 


- 


he caus d his Gallery, in which he uſuelly walk d, to 


be fer about with a certain Stone call'd Phengires, by 


the Brightneſs of which he coud diſcern what was 


done behind him by Reflection, as in a Glaſs.” He 


and Portents; but nothing more terify*d him than 
the Anſwer of Aſcleterion, the Aſtrologer, and the 
ſtrange Accident that enſn'd. For he being accus'd 
to Domitian, of publiſhing the Predictions of his 


Death, and not denying the Charge, the Emperor 


ask'd if he knew his on Fortune, and whar would 
be his Death; the Aſtrologer reply d, Thar be ſhould 
be devour d by Do 
thought, 
be ſlain, and burn'd wich all poſſible Care and Cau- 
tion; which while his Officers were effecting, a fu- 


Dogs. To convince the World, as he 


tious Tempeſt 3 aroſe, blew down the Fune- 


ral Pile, and threw off the Body; where the Dogs 


by accident caught it up, and devour'd it before it 


was half burnt. His Jealoufies extended likewiſe to 


uniſh'd for their due Praiſes of Illaſtrious 


of his'Patron, upon any Pretence; 


7 


became daily tormented: with unfortunate Omens 


ff his Error, he caus'd him immedarely to 


nd Learned Men, eſpecially Hiſtorians, 


o * 
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IT IAN x11. i © | 
ie Predi the Chaldzans, and other | 
Aſtrologers, concerning his Death, gave him violent 
Apprehenſions; Which, together with his numerous 
Crimes, made him live in perpetual Diſquier, the 


len. Te always dreaded theſe, well knowing that 
Wie and faithful Men continually obſerv'd and con- 

dem d the hainous Offences of Tyrants, and would 
record them for the good of Polletity.”. Nori 
ſtanding | Foſephw by a happy Fortune attain d the 
Favour, if not the Encoura ement of this Emperor, 
Gniſhing his Hiſtery of the Fewiſh Antiquitics, in the 
13th Lear of chis Reign. At which Time flourih'd 
many eminent Writers, particularly Martial, the wit- 
ty Epigrammatick Poet; Juvenal the declaiming Sa- 
tyriſt, who lively expos d the Vices of this corrupt 
Reign; that ſonorous Enthuſiaſtick Poet Starius, who 
begins the 4b Book of his Sy/oe, with the Celebra- 
tion of Domitian's 27th Conſulſhip, which was in the 
14th. Year of his Reign; with ſeveral others who 
were prompted more by the Genius of the Nation, 


wy 


than the Encouragement of the Emperor. 
_ » 'Thelaſt part = this Reign is repreſe ted by Taci- 
tan, as the moſt miſerable and inſupportable of any 
receding ; in which he tells us, Domitian, not at (ct 
Times, and by various Degrees, but with an unin- 
terrupted Courſe; and with one Blow, as it were, en- 
dea vour d to ruin the State. Nero exercis d abomina- 
ble Cruelties, but withdre w his Preſence, and look 'd 
not on: But the principal Part of the Romans Miſe- 
ries in this Reign, was to ſee and be ſcen; when 
Mens ſecret Sighs were regiſter d; and when the 
ſtern Countenance and fiery Viſage of the Tyrant, 
wich which he arm'd himſelf againſt Confuſion and 
Bluſting, cou d endurepublickly to obſerve and mark 
the Fears and Paleneſſes of ſuch an infinite Number 
of people. But a Feriod was ſoon. put to his furious 
Proceedings; for Rome had now learn'd the fatal Se- 
cret, and being inur'd to that violent Expedient dil 
burthening its ſelf of Tyrants and Monſters, His 
Ruin was much promoted by means of the jul 
fined by Reaſon of an accidencal Dilcovery of bis f. 
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tendants what Hour it was, they falſly told him Mid - 
night, whichwas 
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own Wife Domitia, Who ſearching into his black Ta- 
ble Book, found her on Name thete with manyaf 
his principal Friends, particularly Stepbamut his Stews 
ard, Norbanus and Petronius, to whom he ſhewed tie 
Book, in order to oblige them to concert Matters 
with her, and diſpatch Domitian. Theſe and ſeveral 
others, to whom the higheſt Friendſhip had been 
ſhewn, were ſoon perſwaded into a deep Conſpira- 
cy, Which they form d and carry d on with chegreateſt 
Diligence and Secrecy.” Of theſe'Srephanus and Pan 
thenius were Principals, the latter of which was Bo- 
nitian's chief Chamberlain, and the former for ſeve-:ũæ 
ral Days had worn a Dagger in his left Arm, which 
he wrapt in Wool, pretending an aceidental Hurt 
in that Place. Having after divers Conſultations, de- 
termined the Manner and Method of Proceeding 
they impatiently waited for the firſt Opportunity to 
put their fatal Deſign in Execution. 
The Roman Writers take notice of ſeveral pre. 
ging Omens before his Death, particularly frequent 
and terrible Flaſhes of Lightning, which drove him 
almoſt to Deſpair, and caus'd him to cry out. Let 
Jove frike whom be pleaſes. He had notice formerly 
of the Day and Hour of his Death, according to 
ſome, and the preceding Day having order'd ſome , 
choice Fruit, which were preſented him, to be re- 
lery'd againſt the next, he added, If it be my Fortune o 
ſe them: Then turning to thoſe about him, he told 
tem, That the next Day ſome fatal Thing would he pers 
form'd, wp hich ſhould prove the Diſcomſe of al the Worlds 
At Midnight he wasfoaffrighted, as toleap ourof his 
Bed; and the next Morning he ſent for an Aſtrolo- 
ger who came from Germany, and condemnd him to 
Death, for declaring to him that the late great Lights 
nings portended a Revolution in the State. At Night 
when his Fears were greateſt, he enquiring of his At- 
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yan Hour later than that which he 
N „„ , 


i 
ere 4 Wa N he haſined40 bis Bath for the re- 
4 but Parbenius, with great 


Earneſtneſs Jedhimanother way, pretending he had 
| got a Perſon 1 in his Chamber; Who had a Matter of 


; not fafely be deferr d. In which Chamber 
” — by e. who under pretence of dif- 
covering a Conſpiracy, preſemed _Domitian with a 
_ -Liſt of ſeveral Names; and While he was reading it 
with great Horror and Aſtoniſnment, he ſuddenly 
ſtruck his Dagger into his Groin... .W hereupon the 
Bmperor erying out, clos d wich him, and with great 
Violence threw him to the Ground. before he could 
give aim aſecond Wound; but in the midſt of cheſe 
Struglings, Part lenius, Clodianus, Maximus, and Satu- 
dun with other Conſpirators, who were ↄf his own 
_ | _  Houſhold, ran all furiouſſy upon him, and with ma- 
0 Death. ny Woundsdiſpaich d this impious Tyrant. It is al- 
Domi "mak incredible what ſome Writers report concern. 
ing Apollanias Thau æus, formerly mention d, who being 
at Epbeſus, at the ſame Minute that Domitian was 
lain, ſuddenly cryd out with great Eagerneſs Cou- 
rage brave Stephanus Strike the Tyrant hum; and i im- 
mediately after aid, Ali 16 dl the Aras Is dead, 

be is juſt now ſlain... 019A 
his was the reicht End of 8 . 
the ewelfih Emperor of Rene, in the 45th Year of 
his Age, and the 15th of his Reign; a Perſon, who 


cho = had chenable Examples of a Father and Bro- 


ther, by his 3 Vices and Ambition, became ſo 
-odious and abominable, that the Empire groan'd 
with his Burden, and the World could contain him 
no longer. The judgment of Heaven were ſtill more 
exemplary in the Indignities 


his Memory: Fortho' hisDeath was taken Pedal 
by his prætoian Guards, whowere often Inſtruments 
1 of his e n "7 d to canonize him 
ah e 


3 as — 


1 theh hi heſt binge to diſcover to him, and ſuch 


rid to his Body and 


as a God; yet the Joy of the Senate was ſo extra- 
ordinary, that being aſſembled in the urmoſt Haſte, 
they could not abſtain from reviling him after the 
moſt opprobrious and contemptuous manner imagi- 
nable, commanding Ladders to be immediately 
brought, all his Scutcheons, Statues, and Images to 
be torn down, and deſtroy d before their Faces; and 
ar laſt made a Decree, Tbat no more Honour ſhould be 

M at bis Funeral, than was allowed to a common Ruf. 


Chap. VI. DOMITIAN XII. 254 


51 fan; ; hat all bis 1 tae " ſhould be: totally 78%; 3 
Ny BN that his Name ſhould he ftruck out of the Regiſters of 
the Fame, and bis Memory aboliſhed for ever. He differ d 
eat from Caligula and Nero in this, that tho? he was ra- 
uld ther more cruel, he was not altogether fo irregu- 
ile ¶ jar and extravagant; and by a happy preſerving the 
a” x Juſtice of Governors and Magiſtrates, he kept the 
Empire from general Rebellions and Revolts; by 
ma- which means he reſcu'd himſelf from Nero's Guilt 
al- of ſowing the Seeds, and creating of Civil Wats 
rn. after his Death. His Death put a Period to the Fa- 
15 mily of the Veſpa/ians, and was the laſt of thoſe Em- 
Wa perors, vulgarly call'd The Tvelve Cæſars; of which 
Con- Julius, Auguſtus, 7 and Titus, were Perſons 
in- I tho? not faultleſs, of ſingular Merits and Renown; 
cad,  Galba and Otho had great Vices and Errors; Tiberius, | | 
Caligula, Claudius Nero, Vitellius, and Domitian, tho” 
aan, commendable for ſome Qualities, ' were Monſters of 

r of Mankind, and Peſts of the World. Of all of them, 
but three dy'd a natural Death; moſt, if not all 
ro- the reſt, having been the juſt and wilful Cauſe of 

e lo their own Ruin and Deſtruction. The Death of 

in d the laſt happen'd U. C. 849, it being 138 Years af- 
aim ter the Beginning of the Imperial State of Rome 
orc under Fulim Cæſar, 121 after the full Settlement of 
and the Empire by Auguſtus, 96 Years after our Savi- 
ully | -our's Birth, 6 3 after his Crucifixion, ' and 25 after 
NG | the Deſtruction of Feraſalem. 
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5 CASE ERS, — Death Dana. 
the Fourteenth Emperor, who brought the Em- 


= 


pire to the utmoſt Extent and Power. © 


1: | 4 3 ot Fs f & G 


e 5 „ 8 £4 
9 


Containing 7! e pace of 21 TEARS... 


* 3 


YO ME had now Loon ſeverc 


a barbarous and tyrannical Prince, and 


8 JB 2 by allthe Miſeries and Calamities of Ar- 


115 bitrary {op Th : fo that the Death of Domitian, how 


” 


regular ſoever, prov d A great Relief and een, 


f 75 


harraſod A. D. 
Y and afflicted with the lawleſs Actions of 
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City 755 „ho — — 5 * cou d have 
Ae f their Lives or Eſtates. Many Perſons 
Hep &,wererais'd and enlarg d by a proſpect of thoſe 


4 rea e . and. Wiſeſ of "i 
Secutity 


Sin Days chat ſucceeded, which they beliey'd 


rva 


made Em- 
an Guards, and Partbenius, one of the late Conſpira- 
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peror, 


wen portended by — 5 late Dans having 


a Golden Neck and Head grown upon his Shoulders 
Tho' this was but a {mall Foundation. for Mens 


Hopes, yet in the Event, thoſe proſperous Times 


prov d true, by reaſon of the Moderation and Wiſe 


Government of the five ſucceeding Emperors, who, 


tho Foreigners, procur'd that Happineſs to the Ro- 


man State, which but few of its own Natives and 


ud afford. The Senate, after ſome 
of Joy for Domiti- 


Mc IC — of their Tranſ; 


ns Death, and ſome. finall Confultations, imme- 


diately took care to provide a Sueceſſor, before any 
other ſhou d be choſen by the Army; and Cocteiu 
Nera, being at that time, for his many Vertu, 
Experience and Age, 4 Perſon” of the \greareſt Re- 
putation and Eſteem in Rome, he was made Empe- 
ror by his Suffrages, having been firſt favour'd and 
aſſiſted by Perronius Secundus, Captain of the Pr etori- 


tors. Nerva was of an illuſtrious Family, ſprung from 


2 Father of the ſame Name; and born in the Ifle of 
Crete, tho moſt ſa 
others ſay Spain; being now above Sixty four Years 
of Age, an 4 
Hie had been often invited to take upon him the Em- 
pire in the late Reign, and was often in Danger from 
Domitian; therefore he was the more ready to accept 
of this, Dignity, tho' declining in Years: 


in Narnia à City in Umbria, and 


not without ſome bodily; Infirmitics, 


Fe Fees ens! $i 


and 4. 


1 55 Was carcely 5 at 


low d of as Emperor, when he was exceedingly {ar- 


riz d by a falſe Rumour, That Domitian was ſtillalive, 


and that the Report of his Death was = Arti- 


55 create new: a es. This 
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on, and no leſs Hopes 0 
ceſs. Many Congratulatory Speeches and Comple- 
ments were made to this new Emperor; but N 
from Arrius Antonius, 2 very wiſe and juſt Man, a | 
his intimate Companion, was of a different kind from 
the reſt. For having embrac'd him with great Fami- 
liarity, he openly told him, That in Conſiderationof bir 


. 3 his wary oa timorous 


Lord and Emperor; all ſnewing great Satisfacti- 
b future Proſperity and Suc- 


Advancement to this high Dignity, he came with the reſto 
congratulate the good Fortune of the Senate and People of 
Rome, and the Happineſs of the Provinces of the Empire, 


| but coula not congrarulate Him upon any Account. For, : 


proceeded he, hawing by your Wiſdem and Virtue, now 


: Prince, — chang d, 
his Voice loſt, and he hardly able to band; ill Þ Far- 
- thanius gave him ſuch aſſurance of the Truth of his . 
Death, that he recoyer d his former Temper andReſo- 
7 lution; Shortly after, the whole Senate went to-pay 
5 Arn their utmoſt Reſpects, and to receive him as 


happily eſcap d the Malice of your Enemies, and the Injuries 
of wicked Princes, r plunge your ſelf into new Troubles 


and Dangers, ye 2. ſelf to the Cenſure and Ha- 
tred of all, both: Fri as and Enemies; eſpecially the former, 
who will unjuſtly preſ ume upon your Favour, in reſpect of 
ancient Amity ; and if am of tbeir Suits be deny d, they 
will become greater and more 2 
who openly declare themſelves your Fe. 

- After the finiſhing] of the Ceremonies and the 0 
cuſtomed Solemnities, Nerva diligently: and cloſ 


. 


t Enemies, Gs » bye 


Me 2 himſelf to the great Affairs of the Publick, | 


and — d ſeveral noble and excellent Things. 
And his firſt was the reſcinding of the odious Acts 
and Decrees of his Predeceſſor Bomitian, particularly 
calling the ſcatter d Chriſtians, who from Rome and 
other Cities were baniſh'd in the late Reign, permit- 


ting them the free Uſe of their Religion, In the 


Ty 3 gen eral W St. Fobn the Evan 
: 8 I, "oo. 


2 ye Ronin Hip. Bock II. c 
geliſt left the Iſle of Paimos, and return'd into A his * 
ancient Charge, chiefly | he” I fid 
Care and Preſidency of which he took upon him, | Re 
and by the Aſſiſtance of Seven other Biſhops, go- | ili 

anc 
ſon 
Ro! 


the like Kindneſs and Humanity to all others, who 
were unjuſtly baniſh'd by his Predeceſſor; and like- 
Wiuiſe releas' d and diſcharg'd all the Cities of the Em- | 
pie from thoſe ſevere r by 
-Domitian had laid upon them. He particularly re- reli 
mov'dtharrigorous Tribute upon all Carriages, which I had 

| had been look'd upon as fo great a Grievance in ge- ver 
| neral, that the Senate commanded Coyns to be min- les: 
ted in remembrance of the Goodneſs of the Empe- he. 
ror that eas d  Taly of that Burdens To many who |} plac 
by Domitian had been unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs'd of their IE vit 
Goods, he commanded the Owners to be reſtor d to That 
all ſuch ascou'd be found about rhe Imperal Palaces: If bis B 
And he not only ſnew'd himſelf liberal to thoſe who men 
were oppreſs d; but to all poor Men who had Sons, ¶ the I 
he caus d them to be bred up at his own Charges. He Ill rrear 
made alſo a muniſicent Diſtribution among all the Ill 'he S. 
People of Rome, in a larger Meaſure than was uſual- ¶ ſum' 
ly made by any of his Predeceſſors; and to ſome de- N une: 
cay d Citizens, who he knew had no Eſtates, he caus d liade, 
certain Poſſeiſions, which he purchas'd for that Pur- Nh 
poſe, to be divided among them; all which he left ro ¶ but fi 
the care and Management of certain Senators ap- ſtrr'd: 
inted for that purpole. And above all, he con- ¶ Cenſt 

fert d great Favours, and beſtowed large Gifts upon and u 
his Friends and Relations; and his Liberality was Nui 
generally ſo extenſive, that at his firſt Arrival to the 
Empire, he was conſtrain'd to ſell his Gold and Sil- 
ver Plate, and other rich Moveables of his Houſe, to 


His Liberaliry likewiſe extended to Learning, and 
| learned Men, of whom he was a great Incourager, 
„% ca” Martial 


Ae 


8 -” 8 f 
8 1 * 
#46 +4 1 0 
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ie. | fides fome eminent Writers mention'd in Domitian's 
n, | Reign, chat celebrated Inſtitutor of Youth, 9uin- 


ul x was no leſs noted for his Mildneſs 


Th 
and Clemency, than his Bounty and Liberality, in- 


Rome ' ſhould by his Commandment be put to Death, tho 

they gave never fo juſt an Occaſion ; Which Oath heſo 
religiouſly obſerv'd, that when two of that Rank 
had conſpired againſt his Life, he us'd no kind of Se- 
verity againſt them: But firſt ſending for them, To 

let them fee be was not ignorant of their traiterous Deſigns, 

he carry'd them with him to the publick Theatre, 
plac'd them on each fide of him, and prefented each 


That they might experience the goodneſs of the Weapons upon 
bis Body. This and other uncommon Acts of Cle 


the Lenity of his Government, alledging, That ſuch 

great Mildneſs caus d too much Looſeneſs and Corruption in 

the State; and Fronto, a principal Man in Rome, pre- 

ſum'd openly to declare, That it was a great Misfor- 

tune to live under that Reign, where all Things were for- 

lidden, but a worſe under that where all Things were al. 

d. Upon notice of which Boldneſs, Nerva ſhew'd © 

bur ſmall Anger, but . prudently prohibited and al- | 

ter'd ſeveral Things which gave Occaſion for ſuch a: 

Cenſure; and he fo much defir'd to govern wiſely 

and uprightly, that, he acted nothing of Moment 

without the Aſſiſtance of others, and he procur d 

uch as were of the greateſt Experience in Rome, by 
whoſe Advice and Counſel, he provided, ordained, 

gland diſpatched all Matters of Conſequence. Yet . 

y reaſon of his Mildneſs and Remiſsneſs in fome 

articulars, the great Officers of State and Gover= 

Pors of Provinces were accus'd of being more cor- _ 

pt in their „ and more burdenſom 


| clap NERVA XII. is Þ 
FIC 2 6 ee . ]7 8 * 
is | Martial aſſures us; in whoſe Time flouriſh'd, bee. i 


* 4 
- F. 
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ſomuch that he ſolemnly ſwore, Tbat no Senator 1 i 


with a Sword, telling them before all the World, 5 


mency, gave occaſion to ſome to murmur againſt 


5 | 
- (8 


A i 

| 

—_ 
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to the People, than under that Tyrant Damitian, 
_ who by a happy and vigorous Reſolution, reſtrain d 

a great Part of their ſhameleſs Briberies and indirect 


Practices. And by this Means likewiſe, ſeveral 


were condemn'dthro* che Accuſation of Sycophants; 
particularly Suras a Philoſop er. 
During the ſhort Time of his Reign, he made ſe- 
veral good Laws and Ordinances; among which he 

ſtrictly prohibited a common A buſe of that Age, 
vhich was the Caſtration of Males; a Cuſtom which 
Domitian had likewiſe condemn'd, tho' not wholly re- 
-mov'd. He alfo forbad that any Man ſhould marry 
his Niece, or Brother's Daughter, which was firſt 
allow'd in Claudiuss Reign; and ſettled ſeveral other 
Things that wanted Reformation. He put all thoſe 
Servants and Slaves to Death, who had takenthe Ad- 


yauantage of the laſt Reign, and ſought the Lives of 


their Maſters by turning Informers; and likewiſe or- 
dained, that no Perſon of that Rank ſhould be heard 
in any Accuſation againſt their Maſters. He would 
not permit any Statues to be erected in his Honour, 
and took down all thoſe Gold and Silver Statues of 
Domitians, Which the Senate had ſpared, and con- 
verted them into large Sums of Money. He ſold a 
great many rich Robes and Plate, much of the Fur- 
niture of the Palace, and retrench'd ſeveral unreaſo- 
nable Expences of the Court. At the ſame time he 
had ſo little of Avarice in his Temper, that when He 
rodes Atticus had found a large Treature in his Houſe, 
and to avoid Calumnies, he diſcover'd to Him 28 


the legal Owner; Nerva generouſly wrote to him, U- 


tere, Uſe it: But the other not believing himſelf {e- 
cure, gave him to underſtand, That this Treaſure ex- 
cceded the Condition of a private Perſon; Whereupon the 
Emperor readily reply'd, Ergo abutere, Then abuſe it; 
being freely willing to reap none of the Profit him- 
lf, He was alſo a noted and frequent Reconcilct 
ol all Differences and Conteſts, and had ſo mm 1 
f b e : 


3 F 4 
Chap. IJ. NERVA XIII. 36 
Confidence in his on Innocence, that he oſten 
ſaid, That tho be ſhould quit the Empire, and return to 6 
private Life, be had done nothing that could cauſe him to 
fear any Man. He had ſo ſmall a Fear of Virgilius 
Rufus, 4 e g Man, whom the Armies had 
r Emperor, that he made him his 
Collegue in the Confulſhip; and upon his Death 
ſhortly after, he gaye him an honourable Epitaph, 


formerly ſet up 


importing, That Rufus's aſſuming the Empire, was ſole- 
ly for bs Country's Good. Notwithſtanding the Acti- 


ons of this Prince gave him no Reaſon to fear E- 
nemies, yet he liv'd not free from the treacherous - 
Practices of his Subjects: For beſides the forementi- 
ond Senators who aim'd at his Life, Calpurnius Craſ- 


ſus, with ſome others, form'd a dangerous Conſpi- 


racy againſt his Ferſon, but this was timely reveal'd 
to this good Emperor, who according to his wont- 


ed Clemency, would uſe no Severity, but reſted ſa- 


tisfy*d with only the Baniſhment of thoſe who were 


culpable, tho the Senate defir'd to inflifta more rigo- 


rous Puniſhment. Still he continu'd in his uſual Secu- 


rity, his Sy mbol being, 4 good Mind poſſeſſes a Kingdom. 
This Emperor had no remarkable 1 85 abroad, 


but was not free from ſome Diſturbances among his 


Soldiers at home, more eſpecially in the Beginnin 


of the Second Year of his Reign; all which aroſe | 


upon the Account of Domitians Murder, which they 
reloly'd to revenge the firſt Opportunity. Caſperius 


Alianus, Captain of the Prætorian Cohorts, was the 
fly excited 
the Soldiers to deſtroy all thoſe who had join'd in 
the late Emperor's Aſſaſſination; which they de- 
termin'd to put in Execution, though Nerva neither 
gave them "Encouragement nor Permiſſion, This 
Motion was ſudden and impetuous, and the Empe- 
ror extreamly concern d, reſolving to prevent their 
Demands, and protect thoſe from whom he receiv d 
the Empire, or to die in their behalf; all _— 


principal in this Commotion, who zealou 


"*q 
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who by a happy and vigorous Reſolution, reſtrain d 
a great Part of their ſhameleſs Briberies and indirect fa 
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Practices. And by this Means likewiſe, ſeveral Pr. 


| were condemn d thro the Accuſationof Sycophants; | 7*- 
Particularly Suras a Philoſop nner. 


Things chat wanted Reformation. He put all thoſe en 
Servants and Slaves to Death, who had takenthe Ad- f, 
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- During the ſhort Time of his Reign, he made ſe- || foi 

veral good Laws and Ordinances; among which he | Cc 
ſtrictly prohibited a common Ab 

which was the Caſtration of Males; a Cuſtom which | im 
Domitian had likewiſe condemr'd, tho* not wholly re-) 
-mov'd. He alſo forbad that any Man ſhould marry en 


uſe of that Age, £ fi 


his Niece, or Brother's Daughter, which was firſt net 
allow'd in Claudius's Reign; and ſettled ſeveral other Pra 


vantage of the laſt Reign, and ſought the Lives of fac 
their Maſters by turning Iformers; and likewiſe or- t 


dained, that no Perſon of that Rank ſhould be heard 
in any Accuſation againſt their Maſters. He would 
not permit any Statues to be erected in his Honour, 
and cook down allthoſe Gold and Silver Statues of 
Domitians, Which the Senate had ſpared, and con- 
verted them into large Sums of Money. He ſold a 
great many rich Robes and Plate, much of the Fur- 
niture of the Palace, and retrench'd ſeveral unreaſo- 
nable Expences of the Court. At the ſame time he 
had ſo little of Avarice in his Temper, that when He- 
rodes Atticus had found a large Treaſure in his Houſe, 
and to avoid Calumnies, he diſcover'd to Him a5 
the legal Owner; Nerva generouſly wrote to him, U- 
tere, Uſe it: But the other not believing himſelf ſe- 
cure, gave him to underſtand, That this Treaſure ex- 
| ceeded the Condition of a private Perſon; Whereupon the 
d, 


Emperor readily reply d, Ergo abutere, Then abuſe it; gave 


being freely willing to reap none of the Profit him Moti 
ſelf. He was alſo a noted and frequent Reconciler for e 


ol all Differences and Conteſts, and had ſo great af Dem 
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Chap. IJ. NE RV A XIII. 28 
Confidence in his own. Innocence, that he oſten 
ſaid, That tho be ſhould quit the Empire, and return tos 
private Life, he had done nothing that could cauſe him to 


fear any Man. He had ſo ſmall a Fear of Virgilius 
Rufus, a molt p 
formerly ſet u 


for bu Country's Good. Notwithſtanding the Acti- 


ons of this Prince gave him no Reaſon to fear E- 
nemies, yet he liv'd not free from the treacherous 
Practices of his Subjects: For beſides the forementi- 


on'd Senators who aim d at his Life, Calpurnius Craſ= 
ſus, with ſome others, form'd a dangerous Conſpi- 
racy againſt his Ferfon, bur this was timely reveal'd 


to this good Emperor, who according to his wont- 
ed Clemency, would uſe no Severity, bur reſted ſa- 
tisfy*d with only the Baniſhment of thoſe who were 


culpable, tho the Senate deſir'd toinflifta more rigo- 


rous Puniſhment. Still he continu'd in his uſual Secu 


rity, his Symbol being, 4 good Mind poſſeſſes. a Kingdom. 


This Emperor had no remarkable Wars abroad, 
but was not free from ſome Diſtarbances among his 


Soldiers at home, more eſpecially in the Beginning 


of the Second Year of his Reign; all which aroſe 


upon the Account of Domitians Murder, which they 
reſolv d to revenge the firſt Opportunity. Caſperius 


Alianus Captain of the Frætorian 3 vas the, 
y excited 


Principal in this Commotion, who zealouſly : 
the Soldiers to deſtroy all thoſe who had join'd in 


the late Emperor's Aſſaſſination; which they de- 
termin d to put in Execution, though Nerva neither 


gave them Encouragement nor Permiſſion. This 


Motion was ſudden and impetuous, and the Empe- 
ror extreamly concern'd, reſolving to prevent their 
Demands, and protect thoſe from whom he receiv'd 
the Empire, or to dic in their behalf; all which 


bs 


5 


„„ 


e Man, whom the Armies had 
r Emperor, that he made him his 
Collegue in the Conſulſhip; and upon his Death 
ſhortly after, he'gave him an honourable Epitaph, 
importing, That Rufus's aſſuming the Empire, was ſole- 


* 
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Was carry'd on with ſuch Violence and Reſolution, 


ted by 


that the old Emperor wanted ſufficient Power and 


Vigour to put 4 Stop O heir TE 3 So that Stepha- 


nus and Petronius were ſlain, and all others-who were 
pronounced guilty by Caſperius; who reſted not here, 

ut conſtrain d Nerva himſelf to give Thanks to the 
Soldiers before the People, for deſtroying the work 
and ' moſt impious of all Men. This was a very 
ſenſible Affliction to the Emperor, whoſe Power 


and Authority daily declin'd ; and now finding that 


his Age and Infirmities render'd him almoſtcontemp- 


 rible to his Soldiers, he reſolv'd to adopt ſome wor- 
thy Perſon for his Succeſſor, who ſhould be able 


both to ſupport him, and govern' after his Deccaſe. 


Tho Nerva had many conſiderable Friends and Re- 
lations, who endeavour'd for this high 57 yet 
like a noble, juſt and generous Prince, he 


{ought on- 
ly the publick Good of his Country, and wiſely 


Teja . made choice of Ulpius Trajanus, an utter Stranger to 


his Family, then Governor of the lower Germany, 
and the. greateſt and moſt deſerving Perſon of that 
Age. Haying put his Determination in Execution, 


and the accuſtom'd Solemnities perform'd, he a- 


dopted him in the Capitol, made him Cæſar in the 
Senate, and immediately ſent Ambaſſadors to him 


at Cologne, with the Enſigns and Arms of the Em- 
pire, and a Verſe in Latin, deſiring him, Te come and 


 fuccour him. The adoption of Trajan prov'd ſo great 


a Curb to the Licentiouſneſs and Mutinies of the 


Soldiers, that for the future they remain'd in a per- 
fect Quietneſs and Obedience. But Nerva liv d not 


long to enjoy the Benefit of this happy Choice; for 


about three Months after, he was ſeiz d with a vio- 
lent Paſſion againſt a Senator call'd Regulus, and 


by ſtraining his Voice, he was put into ſuch a Diſ- 


order; that by reaſon of the Feebleneſs of his Bo- 
dy, and the Lownels of his Spirits, he fell into a 
| £3 FT „„ i Ek WF, N 5 a 2 1 3 | I RE: 1 Fever, 


m. e me Book l. © 
he openly declar d and publiſh'd.; But the Matter! 
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Chap! TRA JAN XW. 
Fever, and ſhortly after dy'd, being almoſt 66. Years 


of Age, after a ſhort Reign of one Year, four Months? 


The Death 
f Nerva. 


- 


Aud nine Days. Thus dy d Cacceius Nerva, the thir - 

teenth Emperor of Rome, a Prince of great Wiſdom, - 
Generoſity and Moderation; and ſo much the more 
commendable for his impartial Choice of ſo brave a 
Succeſſor. He was deify d by the Senate according 
to the ancient Cuſtom, and his Body interr d in the 


Sepulchre of Auguſtus... WT KW | 7 | 
II. The Roman Empire in the laſt Reign, had but 


partly recover'd.its.Miſeries and Loſſes occaſion d by 
the Tyranny and Miſmanagement of Domitian; but 

this. preſent Reign ſeems to have been the peculiar 
Care of Providence to reſtore all Things to their for- 


mer Luſtre, and to ſpread the Roman Fame to a lar- | 


ger Extent than ever. Trajan was at Agrippina, or 
Cologne, Ox returning from thence when Nerva dy d, 
having firſt reduc d all Germany beyond the Rhine, to 
its former State and Condition; for which and other 


on Qualities he was joyfally receiv'd at Rome by 
[ 


e Senate and People, and obey'd as Emperor. He 
Was a Spaniard by Birth of an illuſtrious Family, 


Trajan 
made Em? 


ty of Seville; being now above 42 Tears of Age, of 


aſtrong Body and vigorous Mind, happily temper'd 


i MT: Ek 
3 þ 

1 2 

2 


wich the furious Warmth of Youth, and the wary 
Experience of old Age; ſo that he was in all Re- 
ſpects prepar'd- for the greateſt Attempts, and the 
nobleſt Enterprizes. His Father's Name was Trajan, 
and his Wife's Plotina, a Lady of great Note, whoſe; 
Modeſty and Piety in this exalted Station, was high- 


7 


ly eſteem d by the Romans. In the begining of his 
| , xe was bleſs'd with: the Happineſs of ha- 


ving t 


Tr 
Wo 


to him tot 2418 pr "DA 


„ 
* 
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\ reateſt Maſter of this Age, that admira- 

ble Philotapher and Biographer Plutarch, who, at 

T E ſaid to have 
c . - Since jour Merits, with». 
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and the Errors of the S cholar will be cbarg d upon the NAa 


_ out Importunities, have gain d you the En 
gratulate both your Virtue, and my cum good Fortune ; if 
at leaſt your future Government proves anſwerable to your” 
former worth : Otherwiſe you have ſubjected your ſelf to al 
Perils, and me to the Cenſures of detratting' Tongues, For | 


de Roman Hiſtory.' B 
NES n 2 ; f 7 1 | 
L „ — pe, SEE” ; > 


1. 


N 


Rome will never ſupport an Emperor unworthy of ber ſalf; 


er: Upon which. account Seneca is reproach' d, and his" 


Wiſe, this preſent Letter ſpall be my- publick Teſtimony! Sit . 
 gainſt you, That you ſhall not ruin the Roman Empire, 


= 


10 


an ſtrictly obſerved theſe and the li 


a | b under the Pretence of the Counſel and re fb plutarch. 


e Methods; 


Jia 
Lud it's belicy'd, that this wiſe Emperor made uſe of 
| P lutarch in all his Counſels, and chat the great Hap- 


pineſs that attended all his Actions and Adminiſtra- 


tion, proceeded in a great meaſure, from his noble 


2 


Inſtructions. „ © > ft TY, SIAN 33. e „ L 
_ © Trajan with great Care and Induſtry, fer about 
the Adminiſtration of the Government, and purſu'd 
it with that Mildneſs and Moderatation, that Juſtice 


and Impartiality, together with that wiſdom and 


Sagacity, as caus'd. the Admiration as well as the 


Tove and Satisfaction of the Senate and people of 


Rome: He firſt endeavour'd to reform the Laws, and 

to cauſe them to be obſerv d; and that Equity and 

Juſtice ſnould be ſtrictly and faithfully admiviſtred. in 

all Caſes. Fe alſo tao great Care to advance the 
— + 5 


- 


* 
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p17 TRA FAN XIV. 2 
=: [| moſt worthy and virtuous Men in the higheſt Poſts 
Fand Offices; and ſuch as were otherwiſe, he re- 
r | claim'd with Gentleneſs and Clemency, and not 
} [| with Rigour and Severity. Upon his taking upon 
r | him the Empire, he declar'd in the open Senate, 
„ || That no good Man by his Command, ſhould euer ſuffer. 
Death or Diſgrace; which he'confirm'd by a ſolemn. 
"by Oath, and inviolably obſerv'd it throughout his 
whole Reign, according to Dion. Shortly after he 
xx | ſent for Caſperius and the Prætorian Cohorts, Who 
had rais'd the Sedition againſt Nerva, under the No- 
— tion of employing them, and disbanded them as mu- 
F I tinous Perſons, without further Puniſhment; tho 
F ſome ſay he put them to Death. He immediately 
„ ſhew'd his great Bounty and Liberality, beſtowing 
r. large Benefits and Favours upon all Men, grearly re- 
i lieving the Poor and Indigent, in which he both 
4 imitated and excell'd his Predeceſſor Nerva; Which 
i he in an eminent manner ſhew d by his educating of 
a- great numbers of poor Mens Children in Rome, and 
re; in all Italy. He was no leſs noted for the Command 
h. of his Paſſions, and did fo far moderate his Wrath - 
s; and Choler, as he was never known to be overcome 
of | with it; and likewiſe, was as free from the Deſires 
p- of other Mens Properties, and all kinds of Rapines 
a-" and Avarice. In ſum, he was endu'd with all tge 
le noble Virtues and Qualifications of a mighty Empe- 
N ror: In the Affairs of War he was valiant and in- 
ut | duſtrious; in the Times of Peace mild and gentle; 
d and in relieving the Diſtreſſed, liberal and bountiful. 
ice And ſeeing there are two Things expected and 
nd I requir'd in great Princes, Religion at Home, 
he and Fortitude in Arms Abroad, and Wiſdom in 
of both; he was endu'd with ſo great a Meaſure of 
nd || the | nobleſt Gifts, that, as Aurelius Victor tells 
nd us, he ſeem'dto enjoy a tranſcendent Temperature 
in | of all Virtges: Only he was not free from thoſe 
he. fo Vices of Luxury and Women f though 
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in the former he never ſhew'd any Diſorder or Ex- 
travagance, nor in the latter us'd'any Violence or 
: Compulſion. | 2 5 f FF 1 „ 135 
With theſe Virtues and Qualifications he began 
his Reign, continuing in Peace for a ſhort ſpace; but 
being a moſt expert Commander, and inſpir'd with 
a2 Martial Warmth, and a Thirſt after Glory above 
his Predeceſſors, he reſolvd to extend and enlarge 
the Bounds of the Roman Empire by the Force of his 
Arms. His firſt Enterprize was againſt the Daciant, 
the Inhabiters of a ſpacious Country on the North of 
the River Danube; taking a juſt Occaſion from the 
frequent Ravages and Wars they had made upon the 
Roman Dominions in Domitian's Reign. Trajan rais d 
a great and powerful Army, and with great Celerity 
matrch'd into thoſe barbarous Countries, where he 
was vigorouſly oppos d hy Decelalus their King, with 
his utmoſt Power, ſo that the War became ſharp and 
bloody. But Deceba las, being no longer able to pro- 
tract the War, was conſtrain d to come to a general 
Battel, where Trajan by his Skill and Valour over - 
threw him, with excceding great Loſs to the Dati- 
ant, with no ſmall Slaughter to the - Romans. This 
Victory was purchas'd with the Expence of fo much 
Blood, that the Romans wanted Linnen to bind up 
their Wounds; which occaſion'd this Emperor, out 
of a generous Pity, to tear his own Robes and Veſt- 
ments towards the fupplying that Defect. .. And for 
thoſe who dy d bravely, he order d Altars to be erect- 
ed, and Sacrifices to be yearly. offer d to their Me- 
mory. Trajan cloſely purſa'd the Enemy, and with 
ſo much Diligence, that Decebalus, almoſt reduc'd to 
Deſpair, ſent to him, humbly imploring Peace, and 
offering to accept of any Articles and Conditions 
that the Emperor ſhould 8 Whereupon 772. 
jan, who glory d as much in pardoning the Humble 
and Submiiſſive, as in ſubduing the Proud and Haugh- 
w, notwithſtanding he had made himſelf —_— 
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Enemies, which were ſo reputed by 


BE 0 


the greateſt part of his Country, was willing to ad- 
mit him into Grace and Favour upon theſe*follow- 
ing Conditions. 'Firſt, Zo ſurrender ſuch” 
held within the Bounds of the Empire. Next, To deliver 
up all bis Inſtruments and Engines of War, and his ſeveral 


Engineers, together ith all the Roman Deſerters. Third- 


ly, To evacuate all the Caſtles and Forts within his Domi- 
nion, and to demoliſh ſuch as ſhould he appointed by the 

Emperor. Laſtly, To look upon only thoſe for Allies and 
Pu the Senate. Theſe Ar- 
ticles were unwillingly accepted of by Decebalus, who, 


| after he had ſworn to obſerve them, came before the 


Emperor to his Camp; where ſolemnly 8 
himſelf to the Earth, he 3 acknowledge 
himſelf his Victim and Vaſlal. 

Dacian War, in the third Year of his Reign; for the 


Succeſs of which Trajey obtain d the Simame of 


Dacius. © 55 „ N TD. 
 Trajan returning Victorious to Rome, Corres the 
City in ſolemn Triumph, and brought with him the 


Ambaſſadors of the King of Dacia, to whom he gave 
Audience in the Senate; and the Peace which Fa- 


jon had granted was there confirm d. After this, for 


Joy, and in honour of theſe late Conqueſts, and the 
more to endear himſelf to the People of Rome, he 


exhibited all manner of Games and Shows, which 


were uſual upon theſe Occaſions; withal, addi = 5 


ſeveral new Games as he thought fir. But theſe pub- 
lick Rejoycings did not withdraw him from doing 
of Juſtice, nor from the Care of the Government ; 


but while they laſted, he ſpent the greateſt part of 


his Time in diſpatching of publick Buſineſs, and ad- 


miniſtring of Juſtice, going in Perſon to the Tribu- 


nal and publick Audience, to judge and determine 


many Cauſes; which he did with no leſs Wiſdom. 


than Juſtice. While Trajan was thus worthily em- 
ploy d in the City, in a ſhort Space, Decebalus, being 


# unable to endure SubjeQtion and Servirude as his 


_ Jn - 


Lands as he © 


This ended his firſt | 
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War, fixſt privately, and afterwards publickly; re- 


FTeſolying to make one vigorous Puſh towards the 


Policies, Stratagems, and Treacheries againſtthe Ro- 
mant; by ſome of which Trajan himſelf was in great 
danger of being flain or taken: and by a notorious 
Piece of Treachery, under the pretence of a ſafe 
Conduct, the Enemy took a great Commander and 


Fualus finding ſo valuable a Prize and Priſoner, ſent to 
Trajanto purchaſe a Pardon, and to treat of a Peace; 


| bad nor e Dependance upon the Safety of one Sage, 
+ gndproſecmied the War be adler Vigour and 


Threats in Execution; but Longinus finding no Se- 


ſon and deſtroy d himſelf 


1 - 


*. 4 be CY 


4 ſamu; During theſe Actions, i 


* 
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Da w for the Convenience of his Forces, being allof ſquare 
mubde, Stone of wonderful Beauty, and one of the moſt 


World: This Bridge contain d twenty lofty Arches, 


- 
— u 6 -u% 


Arch 


 Predeceſſors, began to make Preparations for a new 


pairing and fortifying his Towns and Caſtles, pro- 
_ viding Arms and Engines, and ng both dome- 
ER, the Empire, 5 


regaining his Loſſes. Upon notice of theſe powerful 

Preparations, Decebalus a ſecond Time was adjudg'd 
an Enemy to the Empire; and ſo with an equal 
Army, but more incens d than formerly, Trajan went 

to theſe Provinces again in Perſon, In theſe Wars 
Decebalus, growing more cautious by his former De- 
feats, refus d to come to a Battel, uſing all kinds of 


Favourite of the Emperor's, call'd Longinus. Dece- 


_ threaming beſides, that if it were not granted him, 
- he would inſtantly put Longinus to Death. To which 
Propoſal, Trajan gave Anſwer, That Peace and War 

- Induſtry. | Decebalus did not immediately put his 
curity of Life, nor no Life without Bonds, took Poy- 

n a very ſhort Space, Tra- 
Bridge o- jan built 2 Bridge over that ſpacious River Danube, 


ſtately and magnificept Works of that Nature in ie 


being in Height an hundred and fifty Foot, beſides 
the Foundation, and ſixty Foot in Breadth; every 
8 ö * 6 5 * 9 5 ö 755 5 
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Arch being diſtant from each other a hundred and 
o ſeventy Foot: Which was a moſt ſtupendious Fa- 
of brick, conſidering the ſhort Timeofirs Building, and 
E the numerous and almoſt inſuperable Difficulties of 
4 laying ſo large a Foundation in a River ſo vaſtly deep, 


with an Ozy Bottom, and a contracted Stream rapid 
1 to a Miracle. This may be one Proof of the Wealth 
4 and Greatneſs of the Roman Replies, which ſhews, 
7 that nothing is too bold and difficult for that Nati- 
5 on to attempt and effect. This Bridge was erected 
* by Trajan to make a free Paſſage for his Armies to 
4 paſs the Kiver Danube, againſt theſe barbarous Nat 


© ons; but his Succeſſor Adrian being of another Opi- 
* || nin, to hinder: them of the like Conveniency, as 


8 ſome write, order d it to be broken down. Upon 

hs the finiſhing this Bridge, Trajan continu'd the War 

fe with great Vigour, ſhewing himſelf a moſt expert 

: d and valiant Commander, perpetually encouraging 

: his Soldiers by his own Example; and notwith- 

© | ftanding the Country was large and ſpacious, and 

2 the Inhabitants fierce and hardy, he conquer d and 

* ſubdu d the whole, diſcover d much Treafure, and 

fy reduc'd King Decebalus to ſuch Extremities, that to 

- eſcape being made Priſoner he flew himſelf, His 

4. Head was immediately ſent to Rome, and the woo 

d Country of Dacia was added to the Roman Empire, Dacia en- 
and reduc'd into a regular Province; in which _ __ i 
Country Trajan built many Cities and Towns, and p,yuimce. | 
& | fent ſeveral Coldnies being now in the ſixth Year of 4 0.109. | 
Y- | hisReign.* After which he eturn'd towards Rome | 
. with great Honour and Renown, bringing with 


. him large Sums of Money, and much Wealth, taken 
* from that King and Country; and his Name and 
fy Generoſity became ſo famous through the World, 
on | thatonhis Way he was met by Ambaſſadors from 


he the very Indies, and ſeveral other Nations, to ſue 
3 for his Alliance, acknowledging him to betheirLord 
— and Superior. At his return to Rowe he enter d 
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the City in Solemn Triumph, and immediately af. 
ter were exhibited various Shows and Games, with 
many magnificent Treats and Feaſts, for Joy of his 
Return and ViRtories. Theſe were more Poms - 
3s than any before this Time; laſting for the 


3 of an hundred and twenty Days, in which 


ſometimes ten thouſand Beaſts, both wild and tame, 
Were kill'd in a Day, accompany'd with an infinite 


Number of Gladiators Prizes, and other Warlike 


. Now remaining in Rome in Peace and great Pro- 
iperity, the Emperor vigorouſly proceeded in a fur- 
ther Reformation of the Laws, and all kinds of In- 
cConveniencies: Among the reſt he utterly extermina · 
ted thoſe inſufferable Vermin the Delators, Informers, 
and Pettifaggers, who in former Reigns had made in- 
+ ges by fomenting all kinds of pri- 
vate Quarrels and Diſſentions, and had been almoſt 
dieſtroy'd by Titus. He was no leſs buſily employd 


credible Advantage 


in publick Edifices 


All Parts of the Empire; building ſeveral whole Ci- 
ties and Towns, and granting great Privileges to 
Others. He rebuilt the grand Cirque, much larger 
fore, and put an Inſcrip- 
tion upon it, ſignifying, That it was to make it wor- 
ty to receive the People f Rome. He made an infinite 
number of Bridges, High-ways, and Cauſeys, to 
the great Advantage and Conveniency of all Places; 
in the Care and number of which uſeful Works he 
exceeded all his Predeceſſors. Finding the City to 
have ſuffer d extreamly through Fires in his Reign, he 
ordain d for the future, That no private Houſe ſnould 
be built higher than ſixty Foot, becauſe of the vaſt 
Ruins and Expences when ſuch Fires happen d; for 
which Care and Regard to the publick Good, he 
But in all his 


and more beautiful than 


was eſteem d 2 Father of bis Country 
various Buildings, he carefully avoided Oppreſſion, 


 and-nevertook the Liberty and Beneſit of any Mans 
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his Sword to Saburanw, according to Cuſtom, when 
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Goods or Labdur, as was frequent in fome of his 
edeceſſors. He ſhew'd himſelf exceeding courte= 
us and liberal to all Men; and he often went to 
viſit his Friends, either when they were ſick, or up- 
on Feſtival Days; and without diſtinction kept mu- 
tual Feaſts among them, going out with them in 
their Lirrers. He always retain'd a profound Vene- 
ration for che Senate, and he never injur'd- any of 


that Sacred Order, nor was any condemn'd in all 


his Reign, but one by Order of Senate without his 

Knowledge. He never us d any kind of Injuſtice or 
Extortion to increaſe the Exchequer, but acted all 
Things with great Moderation and Munificence, and 


both publickly and privately enrichd deſerving Men 


with Money and Honours, tho he had but ſmall ac- 


quaintance with them. He entertain d Perſons f | 


Merit with great Love and Familiarity, tho they 
were of mean Degrees, and frequently admitted them 
into his private Converſation; for which, being 
blam'd for his too great Condeſcenſion, he generout- 
ly replyed, That be treated bis Subjetts with the ſame U. 
ſage, as be bimſelf won d deſire of bis Prince, were be @ | 
private Perſon. Then he had ſo great an Aſſurance 
of his own Innocence and Integrity, that in giving 


he made him Captain of the Guards, /he-pronounc'd d 
theſe remarkable 'Words, bi ake this Sword, m_ " 

govern like a juſt Prince, employ it in my Service; butif _ 

I abnſe m e e againſt me. After which 
he added, that be who gave Laws to the reſt of the 
World, lay under ſtricter Obligations to obſerve em, than 
E00 

As this Emperor was moſt juſt and regular in all 
the Actions of his Adminiſtration, ſo he proceeded 
wich great Freedom and Diſregard to Danger; and 
he Save ma 4 Teſtimonies of his fearleſs and open 
Diſpoſition ; but more particularly in his great Con- 
fidence ſhew'd to his Friend and Favourite _—_ For 


back all his Guards, he order d Sura Phylician and 


Friends and Companions. Upon this Trial he re- 
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ſome Perfons, who envy'd his great Share he had in 
the Emperor's Friendſhip, us'd all imaginable Me- 
tthods to blaſt his Reputation, and render him ſuſpe- 
_ [Red to his Maſter; accuſing him even of forming a 

Deſign againſt his Life. But Trajan, to ſhew how 
much he rely d upon the Fidelity of his Friend, ha- 
ving received an Invitation to Sup with him, went 
freely and unconcernedly; then purpoſely ſending 


Barber to be brought to him, commanding the for- 
mer to take off his Hair about his Eye-Brows, and 
the latter to ſhave off his Beard; after which he 

bath'd himſelf, and remain d fearlefly among Sara's 
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_ turn'd to his palace, and recounting all Circumſtan- 
ces, told the Accuſer, Thar if Sura had any Defigy a- 
gainſt his Life, he gave him the faireſt and ſafeft Occaſion 
To execute them; and his neglect of it was a plain Indicati- 
on that no ſuch Deſign was ever form d. The Death of 
Sura, not long after, was a great Affliction to the 
Emperor, who honour'd his Memory with publick 

_ Statues for his many Services to him and the Pub- 

lick: Which was an Honour that he was pleaſed to be- 
ſtow upon the Memories of many Worthy Perſons ; 
and no Prince was more remarkable for his generous 
and grateful Acknowledgment of the real and pub- 
lick Services of his Subjects, And tho by reaſon of 
his great Affairs, he was not very excellent in the 
Skill of Arts and Sciences, yet no Prince in the World 
. uſed greater Muniticence, and gave greater Encou- 
ragement to Learning and Learned Men than he, 
there being many of eminent Note in this Reign. 
For beſides his famous Greek Maſter Plutarch before 
mentioned, there floutiſh'd Plim the Younger, who, 
in his Panegyrick upon Trajan, which he deliver 'd in 
the Senate -Houſe, when he was Conſul, gives us the 
true Exemplar of an excellent Orator, as well as of 

a good Prince, And amongſt many others flouriſh'd I ge 
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citus a moſt ſublime and grave, though ſometimes 


obſcure Hiſtorian, famous for his Political Reflecti- 
ons and profound Senſe;. and Lucian, that great 
Scoffer at Chriſtianity and Religion remarkable for 
his great Wit and pure Greet, Who began to flouriſh 


in this Reigg. 


* . 


not only as the Underminers of the Religion of the 


Empire, and Enemies to the Gods of the Romans, 
bur alſo judging them to be;Eſtabliſhers of Hereriz'; | 


or illegal Societies, Which uſually were the Nurſeries 


Fuetoni us, WBO Writ the Lives of the Twelve Cefar, 
with the ſame Freedom as they-liv'dthem ; Tacias 
Horus, WhO has left us a neat, though irregular 
_ Compendium, of the Noman Hiſtory Cornelius Ta- 


out any Blemiſh or Diſ- 
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For nine Years. er e reign d with great 
Succeſs. and Proſperity, wit | 
order in his Government; at which Time he began 
to look upon the Numbers of the Cbriſtiant, with an 
extream jealous and ſuſpicious Eye; dreading them 


of Faction and Sedition. In the Number of which 


Hereriæ, all Colleges and Corporations were account- 
ed, chat were not ſettled either hy the Conſtitution of 
the Emperor, or the Decree of the Senate; and the 


Chriſtians fell by the Rage of popular Tumults, as 
Third 
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firſt ſcourged, and then crucify'd; and St. nat, 
* 0 N 7 1 ; "6 a 
Biſhop of Antioch, who was condemn d to be t 


to wild Beaſts at Rome, by Trajan himſelf, who had 
a particular Diſpute with him at Antioch. This Per- 


ſecution for a while rag d in ſeveral Parts of the Em- 
pire, and was ſo much the more burdenſome, be- 


cauſe the Chriſtians generally ſuffer d under the No- 5 


tions of Malefactors and Traytors, and under an 


** 
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Emperor fam'd throughout the World for his ſingu- 
lar Juſtice and Moderation. But it had not conti- 
nu d long before Trajan, coming to Antioch, in order 
to his Expedition againſt the Parthians and Armeni- 
ans, did there mitigate the Rigor of it: For having 


receivd an Account from Pliny, the Proconſul in 
Bitihynia, employ d by him for that Putpoſe, of the 


Innocency and Simplicity of the Chriſtians, that they were 
4 hurtleſs and inoſfenſive Generation, whoſe principal Noti- 
ons was their worſhipping Chriſt as a God, and their ob- 


liging themſelves by Oath to abſtain from all Wickedneſs : : 


And likewiſe receiving another Account from Tibe- 


ram, Governor of Paleſtine, who told him, That be 
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was wearied out in executing the Laws againſt the Gali- 
læans, who crowded to Execution in ſuch Multitudes, that 
be was at a loſs how to proceed. Hereupon the Em- 
peror gave Command, That no particular Inquiſition 


ſhould be made after the Chriſtians, tho if any offer d 


= Themſelves they ſhould ſuffer. By which Means the 
- Perlecution in a great meaſure ceas d; and the Fire 


* 


Teajan's - 
great Ex m 
Pelicion in 
kel. King from the Hands of the King of Paribia, ac. 


when that King ought to have receiv d 


© which had hitherto rag d' to a great degree, began 
no to be extinguiſt d, and only crept up and down 


in private Corners 


From Antioch T1 ;ajan march'd with a powerful Ar- ; f 
y againſt Armenia, taking Occaſion from the King 
of Armenia 's receiving the Crown and Enſigns of 4 


knowledging him for his Superior and Sovereign, 
cee Author 


ry from Rome, according to former Articl 
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likewiſe the Sirnames of Armenicus and Parthicus, 
and other Titles, upon the Account of theſe extra- 
After this greatSucceſs, and enlarging the Bounds 
of the Roman Empire, he deſir'd to repoſe himſelf 
for ſome few Days, and therefore deter min d to 
pas the Winter in Syn; where diſpoſing of his Ar- 
my io the beſt Advantage, he lodg'd himſelf in An- 
tioch; to Which City repair d a numerous and ſplen- 
did Concourſe of many Kings, Potentates, and Am- 


— 7 


balſadors from ſeveral Parts of the Eaſt, all to attend 


this mighty Emperor. Continuing there in great 
+. AMnence and Profperity, and ſurrounded by ſuch a 
142% glorious Train of Monarchs and crown'd Heads, he 

i $78 a und the whole City were ſurpriz d With the moſt a ſto- 

naaiſhing Accident that cou'd be imagin'd; which was 
an Earthquake, the moſt dreadful and amazing that 

cer bappem dun anytAge whatſbever. It was in a 

maimer general; bur Syria, andieſpecially Antioch, 


Ws cg dere Share of its Fury; it beginning with 
K 

n2n infinite Number of Trees and Houſes, and 
broughz:downhe/Birds to the Earth ; which dea. 
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my, which he exactly view'd and ſurniſh'd againſt 

__every'Expedition;* uſing all imaginable Variety in 
his Marches,” and ſometimes' propagating falfe Re- 
ports, and playing the part of a Spy to keep his 
Men more carefully to their Duty. If they croſs d 

a River on Foot, he did the fame, conforming him- 

ſelf to all their Inconveniences and Extremitics wit 
the utmoſt Complaiſance, but alſo with fo much 
Diſcretion and Authority, that no Mutinies nor Di- 
ſturbances were ever known in his Armies. The Fame 
of his mighty Victories daily fül'd the Ears of the 
Senate and People of Rome, who order'd great Sa- 
C.ctifices and Thanklgivings, and conferr'd new Ho- 
nouts and Titles upon bim, particularly dectreeing 
bim the Name of Optimus, or Moſt Excellent, and 
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l vip lebe ea übe and Thom? 
Aena oyerthrem che moſt” ſtately” Palaces ang 
Buildings in Anti andi it ſeem'd as thought®rhe © 
5 World Was all in Flames,” and the Earth open'a to 
devour all Human Kind. The Sea Was allo in 4 
wonderful: Motion, which: was:ſeconded' with ſich _ 
extream-Heats, that Men were oblig d 10 ſtrip them- 1 
ſelyesand gounder Ground. Many Cities in the Ess 
þ were likewiſe ruin d, manyiHills and Mountains 
| 1 — and became level, many Rivers were dryd up: 
and many Waterrs and Fountaitis ſprung up in new 
places. In the City of Antibeb almoſt alf the Houſes 
: _ and;Byildings were entirely -demoliſh'd} and many 
* Thouſands of ;Pedple ſain; particularly Pedo the 
£ Conſulz and Trajan himſelf was in great danger of 
I his Life, eſcaping by a ſudden leaping out of a Wins 
A dow into the Fields, where he was conſtraim d to 
2 remain, for many Days in Tents. Some write he 


Vas held in the Airby an unknown Hand for ſome. 

A ſpaqe; and tis believ d by: many, that theſe — 228 
UW mines were Inſtances of the Divine Diſpleaſure, fer 115 
A 8 rĩties towards the Chriſtians 0 that be av & ii A wen 
. > Remorle in Trajan s Mind upon their 
7 8 Nene diſpos d him to a bettet Opinion df 
5 | chat Religion in the reſt of his Reign, cee eee 5 

b | 4 the 17tb Year, A. D:::1 15. 42 HR 2 I 9 

5 Trajan with great Diligence and indaſteyir N 

4 Antioch,and the other Cities that ſuffer d by this Ca- 


| che following Summer he gather 'd all 
5 LC ther, and parted from Antioch” to — 

ceed in his famous er he had begun; di- 
. rectinghis March towards the Eaſt, to make a a 
aft queſt of Aris and Cholden, With the renown d 
Y 875 Babylon, Capitol of the ancient Monarch 
4 

þ 


of che 4ſſmians.-: And being to paſs the famous Ri- 
ver Eupbrates, at a large winding of it, he was ob- 
3 lig d to encounter many great Difficulties and Dan- 
5 erst 5 . the Parthians, with their utmoſt Power, 


ED, 
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n 


b ende to ſtop his Paſſage; but 1 by his 


8 Toil and Induſtry found oùt a Ren 1 

dy for this Inconvenience, ſecreily cauſing Boats to | <«< 

be made upon the adjoining Mountaine, and bring- 1 
| ng them upon Carriagesto che Water-{ide;ſudden- t 
| Y -- made a Bridge over the River, and paſs'd his Ar- # 
| my with great Celerity, but not Without great b 
ier and Danger on both Sides. Having pas d p 
| , the. River, he boldly advanc d forward, conquer- t 


ing. and ſubduing Cities and Caſtles in all Parts,” and 
among the reſt, the. great City of Arbela in Affrria, 
in whoſe Fields Alexander the Great Overthrew 
King Darius. After which he till continu'd/ his 
ſucceſsful Progreſs, and conquer'd other Countries 
Where the Roman Standards had never been before 
War d: and from thence, without meeting any 
great Oppoſition, be advancd up to the Walls of 
the famous City Ralylon, the Power and Greatneſs | 
of which we read ſuch Wonders; and taking it by 
Force of Arms, he alſo ſubdu'd all its Territories; 
| oi winch means he rene, entire 1 of thoſe 


Pete, 0 3 iy All e mew” "Conqueſt 8 
gain d new places to the Wonder and Terror o 
all Nations. Bur for the Particulars of theſe eat 
Wars and Conqueſts, Authors have been roo brief 
and ſuecinct; and by reaſon of the Loſs of others, 
many noble Acts and great har. grad of 59 . 
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_ + Trajan having made himſelf Lord of all thoſe Na- 
tions about the Rivers Tigris and Eupbrates, with o- 
ther Countries and Provinces adjoining ; he took 
new Ways, and went down the River Tigris towards 
the Perſian Gulf, to ſubdue a mighty King call'd 4- 
thambilus, who inhabitred a conſiderable Iſland, made 
by the Divided Streams of that River. Ar the Em- 


_ peror's Arrival, the Terror of his Arms was ſo great, 
that the King and the, Inhabitants of thoſe Parts 
ſubmitted, yielding up all into his Hands. But here 
he met with exceeding great Dangers and Inconve- 
niences; for Winter coming on, he was afflicted 
with ſuch violent Rains, Storms and Tempeſts, to- 
gether with ſuch Inundations of the Tigris, that he 


was in danger of loſing the greateſt part of his Ar- 


my. After which, with indefatigable Pains he ſit- 
ted our a large Fleet, and failing down the Perfian - 
_ Gull, enter d the vaſt Oriental Ocean, conquering 
even to the Indies, and ſuhduing part of them to the 
Roman Empire; having firſt receiv'd Information of 
thoſe Countries, by certain Merchant Ships, failing 
into thoſe Parts. But this vaſt Attempt againſt the 
Indies, and along thoſe Coaſts, ſucceeded not long 
according to Trajan's Expectation :. For not only the 
Revolts of ſome of his new Conqueſts, oblig'd him 
to ſhorten his intended Voyage and Expedition; but 
likewiſe the ſcarcity of Proviſions, and Convenien- 


ces on thoſe Coaſts and Countries, quite contrary to 


the fanvd Reports of their Fertility and Abundance, 
was a Means to draw him from. ſuch diſtant Parts 


of the World. For which Cauſes any further At- 
tempts ſeem'd unwarthy of ſo great an Emperor; 


eſpecially fince he found himſelf too aged and un- 
weildy for extraordinary Fatigues; therefore he re- 
ſolv'd to return with his Fleet to the Perſian Gulf, 


Upon theſe Seas he began to reflect upon the De- 
bs Age, and O_— of Vigour, and ſaid, 
I the Divine Powers had preſerv d to bim bis former 
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- Health Ind Strength} br uad not\hout'refted" till b5 had 
es of the World: And 


attain d the utmoſt and remoteſt Confmes of the : An 
that he accounted Alexander the Great infinitely happy in 
pos'd to 


e eee 


4 


Nome, and ſent them the particular Relations and 


Names of all the ſeveral Nations he had conquer'd 


and ſubdu'd, Which were fo many, that Dion tells us, 


they cou d ſcarcely be number d or nam d. Upon 
which the Senate order d new Sacrifices and Thankſ- 
givings, and decreed him many new and additional 


* 
+ 
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_ "Honours, and among the' reſt a Triumphal Arch, of 
reat Beauty and Magnificence, for the better Pre- 


< 


{oration of his Memory to future Ages. 
Tirurajan thus returning to the Perſtian Gulf, and land- 


. ing near the Mouth Of the Tigris, he ſpeedily took 


Order for the Recovery of thoſe Places which had 
revolted, ſending two Commanders call'd Lucius and 
Maximus, with powerful Armies. Theſe in the be- 


Sinning had ill Succeſs; for Maxim in a Battel a- 


gainſt the Parthians, was overthrown and ſlain: But 
Lucius afterwards reinforcing and relieving his Army 
oObtain d ſeveral Victories over the Enemy, and reco- 
ver d the City of Niſhii in Meſopotamia, and others 
which had revolted; doing thelike to the City Edeſſa. 
ian the ſame Province, which for ſome particulat 
Crimes he laid in Aſhes. And While Lucia Was thus 
employ'd, Euriciu and Clariu two other Comman- 
ders of the Emperot's, ſucceſsfully proceeded againſt 
others who had likewiſe revolted, ow whom they 


took the City of Seleucia, upon the River Tigris and 


thoſe Parts, So chat in a ſhort Space Trajan not only 
retook all thoſe Countries which had revolted; but 


ke wiſe conquer d many other Cities and Provinces; 


by which means he became Lord of the greateſt and 


eſt Parts qf Aſia. All this was attended with an un- 
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0 he wrote to the Senate of : 


rruꝑted Courſe of Proſperity, meeting with ra 
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conſiderable es nor no Kepulſes. but before. one 


City in the Deſarts of Arabia.” 


And what is an addi- 


110841 Honour to all his Conqueſts and ViRories, 


during the whole Time of his carryt 


6 ' theſe 


Wars, 55 very remote and diſtant from Rome, ſo . 
Was his Wiſdom and careful Manag ement that no 
n'd in ith City, Now 
ding himſelf 7 
24587 ging it impoſſible 
rightly to en 0 vat and unweildy | 
*Gally thoſe Provinces 
1 he reſol vd to 

„of his dun chu- 
ſing, which King ſhou'd be a Vaſſal to the Roman 


Tumult or Diſorder ever hap 
this wiſe and great Emperor 
out with Age and Eau, if 
for one Mar 
mpire as that ERA Rom 

5 5 rom the het ack 
ſertle a King in Parthia 258 25 


Empire, reſerving to the Emperors the fu; 
3 and Soveraignity. 
ajan repair d to the great City 


With this! 


ream Ju- 
eſolurion 


Ctefpbyn in Perſia 3 
f rhe Parthian Nation, 
for Obedience tothe 
Romany Empire, he with great Pomp and Soleminity, 
Crown'd one of the Royal Line of Parthia *call'd 
Parthenaſpties, to the great Joy ànd Satisfaction of 
that Nation, 4 7 he 60 the like in the King- 
Aſia, near the Caſpian Sea; elta 
to govern that Ein dom Land 
ovetnors Ba Licatenants in orfier Provin- 
nd Cone? che Ro- 
grit, Where the 
ſcarcely deen 
heard of; it being now Above 4000 Miles in length. 1 


convoking the principal 6 
wh gladly gave him Security 


dom of Albanib in 
g th re a King 


wy 125 85 Harz d the Bounds 
man Empire, beyond the RIH 


Name of the Romans, kill how 1 5 


And having ended all Wats in the Eff with 


great 


Glory and.:Renown, and eſtabliſh'd All Countries 


with no leſs Wiſdom and 5 :hereſolv'd 
and Rome, in a 


lanner th han any 


to direct his Journey towards Tal 

more magnificent and triumphant N 

of all kis Predeceſſorrs. 1 25 
Before the finiſhing of theſe laſt Wars, and full — Miſe 
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and Greeks of all Ranks and Degrees, 
_ Diſcretion or mercy. This Re 


eon, and next in the Iſla 
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taking Occaſion from Trajan diſtant 
quakes, whic 
ter d into. a Conſpiracy, they made incredible 
Slaughters and et Maſſacres upon Roman: 
without either 
Diſcret llion on firſt in 
Cyrene a Roman Province in Africs, ſhortly after in 
4 the I of Cypras, Which Pla- 
ces they ina manner diſpeopled, fo great and bound- 
leſs was their Rage and Fury. Their Barbarities were 
ſo heinous and outragious, that they eat Mens Fleſh, 
beſmear'd themſelves with their Blood, wore their 


Skins, ſawed them aſunder, caſt them to wild Beaſts, 


_ 200000, and in Cyprus /250000. 7. het 
about returning into Hay, and finding the pernici- 


made them kill each other, and put them to all kinds 
of Torments. Beſides the 


ticular Slaughters they 
committed throughout Egypt, in 22 they flew | 
Trajan Was then 


dus Effects of theſe Barbarities, in a great Rage re- 
_ folvyd to purſue theſe impious Wretches throughout 
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his Dominions, not as Enemies or Rebels, but as 
Creatures noxious and deſtructive to Human So- 


ciety, with a Revenge anſwerable to the vaſtneſs of | 


their Crimes; which he ſpeedily effected, under the 
Conduct of ſeveral Commanders both by Sea and 
Land. Theſe, after many cruel and bloody Hoſtili- 
ties, ſeverely chaſtis d that obſtinate and rebellious 
Nation, whom God had now forſaken, leaving them 


ſo be treated as the Venom and Peſts of Mankind, 


and to be deſtroy d in infinite Numbers by all Kinds 


of-Deaths ; which prqw'd the moſt terrible Exegu- 


tion and Puniſhment, that ever happen'd to any Na- 
tion in the World. The Carriage and Behaviour of 


eee 19 We 


NT Book II. 
ſperſed into all Parts of the world, fell into a dread- 
Fl Rebellion in ſeveral Provinces of the Empire; 
t ditions, - 
but more eſpecially from the late terible 364% 

7 . they believ d, portended the Ruin 
and Downfal of the Roman Empire. Having en- 


"Rs 
L 
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eck qe e in N e W Si hy 
order'd uintus to baniſh al out of that Country, 


I. 


which Fo don effected with the Deſtruction of 
great Numbers by Acts of Hoſtiliry. And becauſe 
the Cruelties of the Fews were moſt notorious in Cy- 


us, partly for the future Security of the Cypriors, and | 


parti to brand the Fg with perpetual Infamy, it 


was 8 — ed 7 no 5 tho driven by 
Tempeſts, ſhou'd preſume to ſet Foot in Cyprus, « in 
of i e . as already condemm d by. 5 157 


Appearance on that Soil, which 1 been fainted with the 


deadly Venom of his Country- men. 


This great Slaughter and .Puniſhmenc being aba- 


ted, Frafan taking good Order about the Affairs of 
Alia, began his Journey towards Italy, leaving his 
Couſin Adrian General of all his Frome: in the Ea; 


and fo continu'd his Journey, cover d with infinite 


Glories and Honours; there being in Rome the moſt 


magnificent” Triumph, and folemn Reception pre- 
rd for him that ph, had been known: ſince the 


ilding: of the City. But coming into the Province 
of Cicilia, in the leſſer Aſia, he found himſelf weak 


and declining ; and his Diſtemper — he or- 


der 'd himſelf 'ro be carry d to the City of Seleucia, 


| where Within a few Days after, he dy d of a Flux, 
tho ſome. ſuſpe& Poyſon to have been the main | 

Cauſe. , Thus dy d the mighty Trajan, the 14th Em- 264 nw 
peror of — — the 634 Year of his Age, after a of We 


B Reign of 19 Tears, 6 Months and 15 


Days; a Prince * Abilities, either for 
the Command of an Army, or the Government of 
an Empire; and had not his Actions been ſtain 4 


with His, Severities to the Chriſtians, he might have 
been eſteem d the moſt Matchleſs Prince in all the 
Pagan, World. His great Virtues and Excellencies, 
made his Memory ſò dear and precious to the Ro- 


dert that beſides thoſe many and Tens e 5 
e a Cu- 


the to him after his th, it beca1 
* Death, a e hom 


* 


be hea FW! 


100m in ſucceeding Reigns, 5780 they p und out 
- their Bleſſings upon their new choſen Emperors, they 


of Trajan, as the greateſt Happineſs they could po 
-bly enjoy; a thing worthily to be conf! der'd b 
Princes, 'whoſe good or bad Actions are.cert 
make _ Memories precious or odious to fine 
Ages. Tuſan dyd in the 870rh Year of the City, 
142 after the Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 
115 after our Saviour*s e and 4 N dhe 
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7? HE . Empire was never v. le lab > and 


'F 755 * to the reſt of the World, as at the Time 
When Trejan left it; tho not long after it began to 
„„ To by the Unwieldineſs of its Bulk, and the Vaſt- 

I ghaeſs of its on Weigh 


Whole Empire; and tho? he had the Enjoyment of 
che largeſt. Authority, ind: greateſt Revenues of any 


in the World, he wanted the power of producing an 
3 Heirto ſucceed him after his Deceaſe. He had nei- 
3 Dir aſk nor n wou dhe vw Agog wy 5H 
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8 ' wifh'dthem the Fortune of Anguſtus, and the I pok | 


ſpacious as at preſent; nor was it ever Io for- 


ri ue Death of this Prince 
1 brought a general Sorrow and Mourning upon the 
|; | p 


finding his Nephew Alu, Adrianus, or Hadria- 


nate, excuſing himſelf for aſſuming the Empire with ; 


Merits and Alliance with Trajan, was eaſily grant- Adrian 


Chap. 91 : | | 
ſon for his Succeſſor, as ſome believe, imitating, 
Alexander the Great, whom. he ever endeavour'd to ex 
cel in Honour and Renown. But his Wife Plotina, 


» 7 , n 8 „ ? a 
f 23 j ; 
4 1 * p * 2 . * : 
„ N I P : 
A £ 4 S « A . c 4 5 * ” | . . 8 
N A _ Ea” L 0 — ö Wm 0% : . * 
E : : 7 4 . 7 1 4 
2 "Ws Ps Fs . I : 3 — N TY 3 
8 - <8 E : W * 5 * 
' R ; wa 4 * * : 36 : . « * * 


2 


nus, 4 Perfon of great Authority and Popularity, 
and no leſs Wiſdom and Merits, endeavour d wich 
great Diligence and Policy to gain him the Empire. 
In order to effect this great Deſign, the Death of 
Trajan, according to Agreement, Was for ſome 
Space conceal'd; till Adrian had ſounded the Incli- 
nation of his Army, and Plotina the Nobility of Rome, 
and ſhortly after ſhe produc'd a forg'd Inſtrument, * 
importing, That Trajan had adopted bim for his Son © 
an] Succeſſor. Finally, their Policies and Artifices 
ſucceeded ſo well, that the Deſign took effect, and 
the Army immediately ſwore Obedience, and did 
Homage to Adrian, notwithſtanding his being ab- 
ſent from Rome, and in the City 0 Antioch, Where 
he had been left by Trojan, as General of all che 
Forces in the Eaſt. He doubled the uſual Dona- 
tive to the Soldiers, for a fortunate Prefage of his 


future Reign; and immediately wrote to the Se- 


ans ee, 


out their firſt Choice and Approbation; being occaſional 
by the haſty Salutation of the Soldiers, who rightly judg d, (2 ? 
That the Senate ought not to be long without a Head; ©. 
concluding with 2 Petition, To be confons'd in the 
Empire; Which after a little Conſideration of his 


ed, and he acknowledg'd and obey'd by all Men as made, Em. 
Emperor. Adrian was by Deſcent a Spaniard, and fe. 
of Italica, the fame City where Trajan was born, his 
Mother's Name being Domitia Paulina of Cales in 
Spain. He was Nephew to Trajan by his Mother, 


of his Couſin German, and was marry'd to Sa. 

bina,” Trajan's Siſter's Daughter. When he enter d 

upon the Empire, he was about forty Tears of 
))) 5 . 
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Age, being a Prince highly acceptable, and pro- 

miſſing to the Roman State; for he had in the laſt 
Reign born the higheſt Offices both Civil and Mi- 
litary, which he diſcharged with much Honour and 
Reputation. VV 885 
Shortly after the Death of Trajan, before Adri- 
aàn left the Eaſt. the Parthians. and ſome other Na 3 
tions lately conquer d, reaſſum'd their former Coy-. 
rages, and began to make Revolts; and likewiſe 
in Britain, and ſome other Parts, there began to 
be ſome Alterations and Inſurrections. All Which 
Adrian might with no Difficulty have pacifyd 
and ſuppreſs d by the Force and Power of his 


Arms, and wanted neither Courage nor Forces ; 
to effect it; bur he thought it moſt convenient 
to decline the Extremities of War and Violence. 
For tho this Emperor was but little Inferior to 
his Uncle in Courage and Arms, yet he much 

differ d in his Temper and Inclinations: Trajan 
had a mighty Thirſt after Honour and Fame, 

and graſp'd at all Occaſions and Methods to en- 

large the Bounds of the Roman Empire; but 44. 

_ drian's principal Care was to preſerve the Ancient 
Limits entire, without any Ambitious Proſpects of 
farther Conqueſts. Therefore in the Beginning of eur 

his Reign, he in a great Meaſure abandon'd the ies, 

Provincès of the Parthians, and other Provinces of Vas: 

the Ezf, beyond the Eupbrates to the Indies, which 0 al 
'  Trajan had conquered'; judging Parthia, Media, A 
| Meſopotamia, and the reit of thoſe diſtant Pro- Appl. 

Vinces, to be of a greater Inconvenience to the 
Roman Empire, than Advantage; and for the 

better Safety and Security of other Places, he 

made Euphrates the Boundary and Barrier in thoſe _ | 

Parts, and plac'd his Legions about the Banks of Ns n 
that River. Some are of Opinion, that he did 

his out of a ſecret Envy and tacit. . | 


TY 
. 1 


of his Uncle Trajans Glory and fer dran ; tho). 
others more juſtly commend it as a politick and pru- 
dent Action, and for the real Good of the Empire. 
d Having thus ſettled Affairs in the Ea, he left Catil. 
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Severus Governor of Syria; and ſuppreſſing ſome 
* Diſturbances larely 256 0 by the Fews, he wok his 
Journey by Land towards Ita, and ſent the Aſhes 
of Tejan by Sea. K his nigh approach to 
fe Rome, he was inform'd, that a magnificent Tri- 
5 IK umph was prepar'd for him in the fame manner as 
h I was provided for his Uncle Trajan, as being his Com- 
4 MK panion in all the ſame Wars and Conqueſts: But he 
8 
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wholly refus' d that Honour, judging himſelf not 
worthy of it, and order d that the ſame Triumph 
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t and Entertainment ſhould be given to Teens li: || 
. mage; which was perform d with a wonderful pomp 


and Solemnity ; and 'tis obſerv d, that he was the „ 
only Man that ever triumph'd after he was Dead. 
His Aſhes were plac'd in a Golden Urn upon the 
Top of a lofty Pillar of 140 Foot high, and of cu- 
rious Workmanſhip, repreſenting the Particulars of 
all his noble Exploits, which remains to this Day, . 
ſtill going by the Name of Trajan's Pillar. Beſides 1- 
their Deifying him after the Roman Cuſtom, in Ho- = 
nour of him, they inſtituted new Games call'd Par-. 8 
tlica, which continu'd for many Ages; ſo highly 
was this Emperor belov'd, and fo dear his Memory. 
Ween” Se i eo 
Adrian began his Reign with the great Love and 
Applauſe of all Men, and immediately perform'd 
many Parts of an excellent Prince, conformable to 
the Courſe of his paſt Life, and the future Hopes 
conceiv'd of him, His Parts and Qualifications. 
were admirable, and ſcarce any Prince in the World 
was more remarkable, for the Excellency and Variety 
of his Endowments. He was capable of compre- 
hending whatſoever he deſir d, and was highly skil- K 
ful in all Exerciſes both of Body and Mind, and 
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wild Beaſts to 


be baitedd and encounter d, particulariy an hundred 
Lions, and as many Lioneſſes; giving beſides great 
Gifts in diſtin Portions, bock te Nen and Wo- 
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eaſe che particular Towns and Magiſtrates of he 
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Charge of the pubtjck 17 
them to be maintain'd 


out of the Exchequers! In 
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men in the Cirques and Theatres. He proceeded to 
and Carriagen by ordering 


fine, to omir nothing that was kind, and; generous, 


1 


Exchequer from ' private Perſons in the City and the 


1 | 
duetrom'theProvinces, and burning the Bonds and 
Regiſters of them in the publick Farum. He would 


he forgave an infinite number of Debts due to the; 


gor rake' the forfeited Eſtates of condemned Perſons: 


into his private Coffers, but. order d them all to he 
return d in to the publick Treaſury. He much re- 


commended himſelf by ſeveral Acts of Generofiry, | 


and Moderation; and particularly inereas d the Al- 
lowance which "by Trajan had been given to the 


iſe. | Maintenance of great Numbers of poor Children ; 


relieving likewiſe many decay d Noble-Men- an 


Senators, whoſe Misfortunes proceeded from no 
Fault of theirs. His Moderation and Clemency ap- 


pear d by his patdoning the injuries that were done 


him before he was Emperor; and having once met 


” 


a Perſon ö who had offended him, | he laid, Du haue LET 
eſcaped, finte I am made Emperor. He was very ready 


in beſtowing Favours upon all Men, abated the Tri- 5 


butes and Subſidies thlroughthe Empire, adminiſtred 


Juſtice with Exactneſs, 72 acted all Things by the 
Counſel and Advice of the Senate. and of Wiſe Men 
whom he kept about him, and carry d with him in 


all his Travels; for he nor only defired to be in⸗ 
form'd, but likewiſe to be advis'd and reproy d, if 


Occaſion required it: And he often declar'd in o- 


pen Court and Senate, That be would govern the Re- 


Publick, fo as ro procure the Peoples Good, not his omg. 
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wice or thrice in à Day, 
e Kindneſs and Famili- 


* 


ing them in their Infirmities, and e them 
al: 


on the Pretence of maintaining the Part and Gra- 
.: ß TT In ne, 
1 Let notwithſtanding all theſe noble Virtues and I of 
| Qualifications, this Emperor was not free from many to 


. great Vices and Imperfections; and he is obſerv d to th 
© have had a ſtrange and unuſual Mixture of both, ſo as ter 

to ſeem to reconcile moſt Vices with their contrary. I ha 
Vuilktues. For in the midſt of his Excellencies, he bu 
EE: was noted to be proud and yain-glorious, envious N t 
And detracting, cruel and revengeful; which laſt ex 
|| appear'd from his putting ſome eminent Perſons to cha 
Death at his Arrival to the Empire. He was inquili- 75 
tive and prying into the Secrets even of the mean- ver 
elt Families; and was fo ready to hearken to Whiſ- cy 
perers and Sycophants, that the Eſtates and Lives I on- 
of his greateſt Friends became often endanger d. thi. 

| However he had an uncommon. Faculty of com- dor 
1 manding and governing his Affections, and by a Þ fore 
| mighty Artißce cover d his infolent, envious, fullen, 
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and wanton Diſpoſition: But he ſhewed himſelf | 
more publick in his Sevetities tothe Chriſtians, coun- A Perſecus, | 
tenancing or permitting their Perſecution in ſeve- 
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ral Parts of the Empire. This began in the ſecond 


Tear of his Reign, and by Reaſon of the Sharpneſs 
of it, and Its long Continuance, many have ac- 
counted it the Fourth General perſecution: But it is 


tion of the 
Chriſti» 
ans, 


"4D... 
118. 


not generally reckon'd fo by the Fathers of the 
_ Church, ſince no new Edicts were ifſu'd out againſt 
the Cbhriſtians, but only Trajan's Laws ſtill in Force 


were again put in Execution; ſo that it may be 


call'd a Revival, or perhaps a Continuance of the 


Third: Perfecurion, which was not intirely ceas'd in 
Ce ER 3 ed ia 
In the ſame Year that this Perſecution was begun 
or reviv'd, feveral of the Northern Nations, as the 
Alames, Scythians in Europe, the Sarmatians and Daci- 
ans, began to make Devaſtations in the Roman Em- 
pire. Againſt theſe barbarous People Adrian himfelf 
parted from Rome, with a very powerful Army; but 
upon his near approach to their Countries, the Name 


of Adrian, the Lieutenant of Trajan, brought them 


ro a Submiſſion; which being readily accepted by 


the Emperor, ended all preſent Conteſts. The bet- 


ter to have eas d the Roman State, he determined to 


who'madeir appear, that Rome would then be much 


expos d to the Inſults of the Northern Nations; 


- 


that he only broke down the famous Bridge that 


Trajan had built over the Danube, the better to pre- 
vent their Incurſions. In this Journey, a Conſpira- 
cy was diſcover'd againſt his Perſon, which occaſi- 
on'd the Execution of four Confular Perſons; but 
this Execution was diſown'd by the Emperor, as 


| | done without his Conſent and Approbation. There- 
fore leaving Marcius Turbo Governor of Pannonia 


and Dacia, he return'd ſpeedily to Rome, to purge 
Gs Cn U 2 | | FE. him- 
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Journey. 


making a large Congiary or Diſtribution of Mo 

among the People, conferring e 

Privileges upon many, and exh 
Games and SpeRtacles to the City 
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himſelf from the Infamy. and Enyy of this Fact, 
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not forgetting a 
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careful Execution of Juſtice in His Government. 


Staying at Rome for a ſhorter Time than before, he 
reſolv'd to viſit the Whole Empire in Perſon, to ſee 


that all Things were regulated and eſtabliſh'd to the 


Honour and Safety of the Publick; and taking with 


him a ſplendid Court, and a confiderable Force, he 


firſt entered the Province of G aul, where he made a 
Luſtration of all the Inhabitants, viewed the chief 


Cities and Fortifications, and gave many Marks of 
his Favour, as he did in all other places of the 


Empire. In his Travels he uſually ſaid, That an 


Ls Emperot ought to imitate the Sun, who carries bis. Light 


| through all the Corners and Regions of the Earth; and he 


moſtcommonly traveIl'd on Foot, and always with 


his Head bare, making no Diſtinction between the 


frozen Mountains of the Alps, and the ſcorching 
Sands of egypt. From Gaul he went into Germany, 
careſully ſurveying; the Legions and Armies there; 


and tho' he erdeavour'd to preſerve Peace rather 


than promote Wars, yet he ſtrictly kept his Soldiers 
to true Diſcipline and Hardſhips, and carefully ba- 


niſhd all Luxury and Delicacies from the Camp. 
He put down the Uſe of Arbours, ſhady Walks, 


and Grotto's among the Soldiers, cut off many ſu- 
Perfluous Expences of his Officers; and to excite 


them by his own Example, he exercis d himſelf in 
all Hardſhips, and often walk'd twenty Miles toge - 
ther ar the Head of his Troops. He alſo conform'd 
Himſelſ to the Lives and Habits of the ordinary Sol- 
diers, eating their Ammunition Bread, Bacon, and 


Cheeſe, after the Examples of the Younger Scipio 


and Merellus; but where his Commands were harder 


than ordinary, he Was ieady to give them Money 
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out Camps himſelf, made many wiſe Rules for liſt- 


with many other Things for the laſting/Eſtabliſh. 


tants and Romans Which dwelt there, as well the 


better Eſtabliſhment of future Peace and Security e 
caus d a mighty Wall to he made of Wood and . famons 


was begun in the Third Year of his Reign: And 
Emperor return d into Gaul, where he erected ſome 


and conferr d many Favours and Honours in that 


Cition, being a Native of that Country, After he 
had 'view'd and viſited many Places, he too ug 
his Winter Quarters in the City of Taragon, Where 
he calbd a N or Parliament of all the Provinr- 


Good and Benefit of that Country. At this Place, 
walking in a Garden, a Seryant of the Houle ran 
_ furioully ar him with a drawn Sword to kill him; 


$4 Perſon quite diſtraed; which wasa remarka- 
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and Preferments fortheir 


4 N 


e J 
[ncouragement. He mark d 


"g Soldiers, and perſonally examin'd into the State 
t 


i into 
of the Magazines for Ammunition and Proviſions, 


ment of Order and Authority. 


Alfter ſome tay in Germany, he enter'd: Belgium, 


and from then paſs'd over into Hritain, where: he 
reform'd many Abuſes, and reconcil'd: the Inhabi- 


Garriſons, as the Natives and Colonies. And for the 


# 1 1 . | 3 - 


— 


Earth, extending from the River Eden in Cumberland, Wall in 
to the Zine in Northumberland, eight Miles in length : Britain. 


and all to prevent the Incurſion of the wilder Bri- 
taings, and dangerous Neighbours, that daily diſturbd 
the Peace of the Romans, This ſtupendious Work 


having taken all neceſſary care in this liland, the 


famous Buildings, ſome to the Honour of Plane, 


Country. Having thus viſiced all Gau and the Bor- 
ders, he directed his Journey for Spain, and at his 
Arrival he was received with great Joy and Satisfa- 


ces in Spain, and ordained many Things for the 


but the Emperor cloſing with the Man, took him 
Priſoner, deliver'd him to his Guards, and inſtead 
of puniſhing him, ſent him a Phyſician to bleed him, 


52 —————— — — = 
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dle Inſtance of the Command of his Temper... Af- 
| ter the Extremity. of the Winter Was Fee revivd 
his Journey, and.travelFd through all Spain, viſiting 
the ſeveral Cities, and beſtowing many Favours up- 
on them; eſpecially his own Country Takes and Se- 
| - ville, to Which he granted many great Exemptions, 
Tl adldnd ſeveral peculiar Privileges, but went not thither 
|] himſelf Thus having travell'd over all Spain, and 
the Eaſtern parts of the Empire, he returned towards 
3 Rome, deſigning after ſome convenient Stay there, to 
| ſuryey the reſt. of the Roman Empire, which was. 
much the largeſt part; and at this Time he appoint- 
1 | dd the exact Limits and Bounds of the Empire, from 
| 
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the barbarous Nations on the North. Where there 
wanted Rivers and other natural Marks and Diviſi- 
ons, he made uſe of large Stones, Pillars, Trees, and 
other Things; and to the High Germans, who at. 
that Time were free, he appointed a King, which 
gain d him a great Reſpect among thoſe People who 
. ũö—AWW ĩͤ v TIT LICE 
Adrian being now a third Time at Rome in great 
Peace and Proſperity, he employ'd himſelf in the 
Affairs of the City, and the frequent Converſation 
of ingenious and learned Men. Of theſe he was a 
great Encourager and munificent. Patron; and had 
with him Philoſophers, Aſtronomers, Poets, Rheto- 
ricians, Grammarians, Muſicians, Geometricians, 
Architects, and excellent Painters and Statuaries; 
| moſt of whom he ſurpaſs'd in their own Skill, and 
|  hefrequentlydedlar'd, Thar he never negletied or wit» 
Wil ted any kindof Learning or Knowledge that might be uſe» 
ll felt in Peace or War, either for an mperor or a private . 
| | Perſon. But as extraordinary Parts and Curioluy are 
Z too often accompanied with an enyious and cenſori- 
| ous Temper, ſo this Emperor borea ſecret Hatred to 
ſeyeral worthy Perſons whoſe Learning and Ingenui- 
I y had gain d them à more than ordinary Reputati- 
on. And tho he openly careſs d and entertain 4 
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learned Men wich great Satisfa 


ing quietly. ſeven 


and, afterwards f 
Scholats, to publiſh it u James. I 
this Reign flourith'd che chief of the Juriſconſults or 
Lawyers, and particularly Julian, who compos d the 


EFreed- man, eminent for his exact Clacu 
Olympiads; Arrian, Who wrote the Expedition of 


* - f 5 
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ee 1 7 9 * 10h, Vet ; he had. a . 
tele Jeatoube of ach as any Ways excell'd him ; 
and he took ſuch an exceeding Delight in puzling © 


«i 


And Conquering orhiers in Diſputes and Arguments, 


that manp yielded their Cauſes when the Advantage 


A 


Was apparently on their side. As Fayorinus did, an 
 Ingemotis. Man, who owning himlelf worlted by the 


Emperor, when he could with caſe have repell'd the = 
Forces of bis Arguments, and being blam d by his 
Friends for ſuch 2 Concelſion, made anſwer, Oughr 
ot Tro gie Place to 4 Man who has Thirty Legions at his 


Commund? But this enyious and ambitious Temper, of 
Adriau's ſometimes proceeded to open Violence and 


* 


puniment of great Artiſts, and particularly to the 


executing of Apolladorm the Architect, for. freely 


ſewing him the” Errors of his own new Buildings. 
Sumilis the Captain of his Guards being envy d tor 


fome extraordinary Skill, got leave to retire, and liy- 

Ly. even Tears after in the Country, order d 
this Inſcription on his Tomb, Here lies Similis, bee 
| of. Tears yet liud but ſeven. 


b fond of Glory in theſe Matters, that Spar- 


: 
4A 1 


X. Y 


even 


He was 


fian tells us, that he wrote his own Life and Actions, 


Ae it ec his Servants who, were 


Ih it under their own Names. In 


perpetual Edict by the Emperor's Command, to ſerve 
as a Rule for all the ſucceeding Prætors in Rome; be- 


ing called Edicum Perpetuum, becauſe it was to conti-BFdictum 
nue in force for ever. Beſides him, among other Ferpetu - 


Learned Men and Writers, flouriſh'd Prolemy of Alen- 
andria, the famous Aſtronomer ; Phlegon, Adrian's 
& Claculation of the 


© 
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| Alexander the Great; and Anins Gellius, the Learned 
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ble ſpace, towards the ſeventh Year of his Reign he 
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* Cular Laws and Privileges to that City; but eſpeci- 


0 Whole Gentile Wo 


i | | 
13 _ Tufficienr” Warrant for many to purſue and oppreſs 


caus d the perſecution to grow fo flerceand hot, that 


fim thoſe Pretentet upon which ill Men ſought its Ruin 
$2239 . i 8 


Chap. II. ADRIAN XV, aan. 
ar || co the Governors of Prayinces,. That tbe! Chriſtians A. D. 
he ſhould not be priniſh'd for tlie future, except they had mania. 124. 
ke fol tran/aveſſed: the Laws of the Empite,. And he was 

& | . ar wrought into à good Opinion of 
S Cbriſtianimis that Lampridiut tells us, he deſignd to- 
he build a Temple to Chris, and to receive him into the 5 
at Number of their Gods; and that he commanded 
Temples to be built in all Cities without Images, 
his which were for a long ſpace: called Adrian s; but: 
his was ſtopp'd in his Proceedings by ſome, who con- 
mM j ſulting the Oracle, had been told, that if this fucy 
ed ceeded, the Pagan Temples would be deferred; and 
ay, all Men begome C briſtian . 
Sa After a whole Winter's continuance in wthens; the! 
tr Emperor return'd towards rah, taking Sicily by his 
Way, where he viſited. tus the famous Burning 
Mountain, and the principal Places of that Iſland: 
and after that return'd) a — Time to Rome, Bur 
after a ſhort ſtay, he prepared Ships and Gallies, and 
croſs'd the Mediterranean into Afwokgwhere he Was rer 
ceived with incredible Joy and Satisfaction, not only 
tor the Eſteem the Inhabitants had for him, but alſo: 
becauſe his Arrival was attended with plentiful Show 
ers of Rain, which the Country had wanted for five; - 
Years together. Here the Emperor ſpent much Time 
in regulating and reforming the Government, in 
ending and deciding Controyerſięs, and in ordering 
many magnificent Buildings to be erected; among 
which was his Re-edifying a great patt of the far 
mous City of Carthage; which he commanded to he 
calbd. Adrianople, acgord ing to his on Name. Stays; i 
ing a conſiderable Time in | Africk, he return d proſe. © 
perouſly to Rome a fifth Time, - where he careful 
ProVigen for all the other Matters of the Empire; ert 


x made ng long ſtay; but when all expegted and 
I hop'd fer his:continuance in the City, he ſudden ß, 
Lot ready for his Journey into the Eaſt. He travell . + 


j (cond Time into Greece, and viewing all parts, 5 be. 
H ˙¹r¹u.·˙· - .wö C 


1 


* „ 


. oh * * < ö p * 
Y p £ 9 . - 
- 4 g , - t 
* . N 3 5 BY 6 2 ROT ; 2 2 * 
P OR» ; 2 1 e ; A 
9 5 £ a 2 4 5 ; ; a : 
* Wm , CE 6 1 a — . YL 'y 8 * — _——- V. * - * 1 ; 1 . 6 
2 4 a Y * * 5 Py 9 * 
q " 5 5 » . 1 " 9 ? 
* * 4 Jo * ' 7 7 
1 1 8 11 \ _—-; 85 
x N . i os bh + ua” ö * *. "ob & 
8 k ot 4 \ * 4 
J * 4 \ * 


„ .causd thoſe Buildings and Temples to be finiih'd; pit. 
others to be built . his Journey, 

| he paſs d over into the Leſſer A ſia, and acted there Cat 
I with the ſame Care, Prudence, and Exactneſs as he Rei 
=] did in all other Parts, Having gone through the 
Leer % into Syria, he by Letters and Meflengers I by. 
Jin zited all che Kings, Tetrarchs, and Potentates in reti 
7 _ __  thole Parts, not only Subjects and Allies, but alſo I ma 
' Neighbours and Strangers, to conſult and converſe Þll the 

with kim in that Country. Among this numerous Hof! 

| aAand ſplendid Goncourſe, the King of Parrhia was I bell 
FT one, to whom he freely ſent his Daughter, who had Gl 
LH been talen Priſoner by Trajan in the former Wars; IM Chr; 
for which generous Act many came to his Court to If of 1 
_ viſit, honour, and acknowledge him; all whom hetero 
received with ſuch uncommon Courteſie and Civili- doy 
ty. as raised the Envy and Concern of all others Slay 
f . Abo neglected this Opportunity. Ar rhe Finiſhing fre. 
: BM df theſe magnificent Feaſts and Entertainments, al- was 
ter a Survey of Syria, the Emperor enter'd Paleſtine ¶ bro: 
and Judas, viſiting all the principal Cities; after ¶ Dis 

_ © which he ſet forwards, and did the like in the ſub- If hal 
du d part of Arabia. From whence he paſs'd into ſpee 
yt; where he made a long Stay than in other nate 
Parts, viewing the Strength and famous Antiquities I ing: 
2 of that Country, and in Memory of the Great Pom- he g 
dez caus dia moſt magnificent Monument to be e. I en! 
rected over him, his Tomb being now much ruin d Bloo 

and decay d. He alſo caus d a City to be founded Jen, 

in the Name and Memorial of a beautiful Yourh, mor. 

whom he low d exceedingly; who dy'd in this Coun- ever 
try. And atthe ſame Time he commanded the Holy I his C 
Jeruſalem City Feruſalem to be rebuilt with great Charge; ture. 
Rebuilt. which was perform'd with admirable Expedition uich 
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39. gan mucho raiſe their ſhort-liv'd Hopes and Expe- FibeT 
' Rations' In chis che Emperor built a Temple to 7a. I heſid 
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piter Capitolings, which cxtreamly offended the Feng, 


and rais'd greater Miſchieſs than ever; and he like- - 
wiſe chang d its former Name, and calbd it Adria - 
Copitolina, Which was done in the rath Tear of his 
Reign, 59 Years after its Deſtruction by Titan 
Theſe and many other Matters being tranfated - 
by Adrian, during his Abode in Aa and gbr, he - 


return'd into Europe; and arriving in Greece he re- 


main d a conſiderable ſpace with his whole Court in 
the City of Azhens., Being there, in the 16th Tear 


of his Reign, the Fews again rais d a dangerous Re- 
bellion, deſtroying what Romans they could in Judas, 
Galilee, and other Parts, with an infinite number ot 


Chriſtians. They were firſt incens'd by the Priviſeges 5 


of the Pagan Worſhipers in their new City, and 


terwards confirm'd by one who' pretended he came 


down as a Light from Heaven to deliver them from 
Slavery. and Bondage, declaring, He was the Stur 
fore-told by Baalam, hence being call'd Bareotal he 
was worthipp'd and receiv'd as the Meſſab; Which 
brought the Jess in all Nations into this Sedition. 
Dio tells us, That the whole World was in a manner 


Ihe Death of 580000 Men in 
beſides, infini 
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aAlmoſt proved the Extirpation of the Fewiſh Nation. 
The lsf Adrian after this ſtrange Deſolation, baniſh'd all Few; 
8 DE ut of Fudæa, and by publick Decree prohibited any 
the Jews, Of them to come in view of that Country, or ſo 
A. D. much as look towards their Soil or City. Dio tells 
134. us, chat this Deſolation was foretold by the falling 
A4 ſunder of Solomon s Sepulchre; and by Wolves and 
Hyæna's, who howl'd about the Streets, and devourd 
People in the Fields. This happen'd four Years after 
the re-edifying of Feruſalem, and ſixty three after the 
Deſtruction of that City by Tirus, and the firſt Dil. 
perſion of the Tenn. This Fewiſh Inſurrection was 
1 5 ediately follow'd by a dangerous Irruption of 
thia Afiatica, Who enter d Media with great Fury, 
and came into Armenia, paſſing in their Ravages and 
Devaſtations as far as Cappadocia, where Flavius Ar 
nianus Was Commander for the Emperor. But Adri- 
an, who ever choſe Peace before an unprofitable 
their King, chat they all returned peaceably into 
Adria ien eſtabliſh'd all Matters with great 
Wiſdom and A 


oy 


dvantage in the ſeveral Parts of the 
Empire, after he had beſtowid many Gifts and Fa- 
_ vours upon the Cities of Greece; he refolved to con- 
cCälude his whole Journey, and to return to Rome for 
the reſt of his Days, having ſpent thirteen Years in 
ſurxveying che Empire, beſides the ſeveral Times of 
his Continuance in Rome. This was his ſixth and 
laſt Time of his return to the City, where his En- 
trance Was exceeding grateful; and acceptable to all 
People; and tho he began to be A Tas 
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d eltablitn d the Palatine and publick Offices, and 
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Diſeaſes, and their whole Land laid waſte, which 


lani and Meſagetes, barbarous' Nations of Scy- 


| unwieldy, 
he wasnoleſs diligent in che publick Adminiſtration, 

than hen be had his greateſt Strength. He ſettled 

. all Affairs with extraordinary Order and Regularity; 


Il 
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ation. 
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d any 
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Chap. II. 
reduc'd them and the Militia into ſo good a Form, 


that they continu d the ſame for many Ages. He 


commanded the Senators and Equites never to ap- 
pear in publick, but with their Gowns and proper 


Habits, except when they rerurn'd from Sup 


of proſcrib'd Perſons the twelfth part of their Pa- 
rents Goods; and ſequeſter d the Eſtates of Idiots; 


but if they had Children, he gave all to them. He 


forbad Maſters to kill their Slaves, as had been be- 
fore allow d, but order'd them to be tryd by the 


Laws in all Capital Crimes; and took away the pri- 


vate Ferſons for Servants, which were formerly in 
the Management of their Maſters. If a Maſter was 
found kill'd in his Houſe, he would not allow all his 


Slaves to be put to the Torture as formerly; but on- 


ly ſuch of them as might have perceiv'd and pre- 


vented it. He ordain'd that all ſuch Perſons as wil- 
fully conſum'd their Eſtates, ſhould be firſt epos d 


to publick Shame in the Amphitheatre, and then 


turn'd out of the City. Theſe and many other 
Laws and Ordinances he made; but finding himſelf 


ADRIAN XV: Tl 


he himſelf was always careful of his Habit, while 
he was in Rome or Traly. He allow'd'to the Children 
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ancient and indiſpos d, and without Heirs, he took 1 


Care for a Succeſſor, and therefore determin d to 
= ſome conſiderable Man that ſhould be worthy /' 
of ſuch a Dignity. After many Conſiderations and. 


Conſultations about ſo weighty a Matter, he ar laſt 
made choice of Lucius Commodus, tho contrary to the 


Advices of his Council, a Thing not uſual till then; 


and calling the chief of the Senate to his Bed-ſide, he 
told them, That ſince Nature bad deny d bim a Son, they 


by the Laws had ſupply that Defert, and granted lim 
one. Birth and Adoption Were equal as to the Publick 
Good; only Birth was often the effect of Fate and Chance, 
and Adoption the Effect of Choice and Wiſdom. Nature 
bad often given Fools to the Damage 4 4 Nation; but - 
e Preſervation of 
AOL SMT x Tha. 


Choice generally. produc d wiſe Men to th, 
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ur Happineſs. He likewiſe inſiſted upon the Vertues 4 
and Merits of the Perſon, and having adopted him, Tir 
L. com- and entitd him Cæſar, hechang'd his Name to l. of 
modus 4. [45 Verut; ordering likewiſe the Celebration of the De: 
| Ai Circenſian Games, and a Donative to the Soldier, $97 
of and People. On the fame Day he commanded Spro 
veriauus, à great and popular Man, to be ſlain, to- Me 
ether with his own Nephew Fuſcus, for certain I dai 
155 icions of Treaſon and Uſurpation; and like. Im. 
1 ile he commanded ſome others to be put to Death I niit 
1 upon Pretences not wholly juſtifiable, his Infirmi- ce 
LH |, .. riesdifcloſinghis innate Cruelty, which before this his 
LY Time had ſhewn it felf too openly in ſome In. anc 
=O In a ſhort Time the Bodily Infirmities of the new I De- 
Wl adopted Czſer appeard ſo maniteſtly, that Adrian afte 
1 began to repent of his chuſing fo feeble a Succeſſor; ate 
1 and he often ſaid, That be had lean d againſt a rotten 
I. Com. all; but his Death ſoon after reliev'd the Empe- 
modus ror's Fears. Upon which he immediately adopted 
| dies, Marcus Antoninus an eminent Man, afterwards ſur- 
14 nam'd Pius; at the ſame Time obliging him to adopt 
N ; two others; namely, Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Ve- 
= - rus, two promiting Youths, who afterwards became 
i — Emperors. All which being eſtabliſh*'d with the Ap- 
= probation of the Senate and chief of Rome, and the 
I Emperor's Diſtemper encreaſing, he caus'd himſelf 
= tobe carry'dto the City of Baiz ; where his Pains 
= became very tormenting, and fomerimes threw him 
z into Convulſions; ſo that he often endeavour'd to 
Li ; deſtroy himſelf, crying out, How miſerable it is to 
FR ſeek Death and not to find bim! He made uſe of 
| F  _ Gifts and Promiſes, and ſometimes Threatnings to 
provoke his Attendants to kill him; but ſomealled g'd 
| Pity, ſome Piety, and others Fear, till at laſt by 
F the Advice of his Phyſicians, he abſtain'd from 
' 


| = all kind of Suſtenance, which brought him to an 
|  _ eakie+ Death, often uſing. the common Saying, | 


dnl Ce. I. Antoninus Pius. XVI. 383 
erte: | 4 wennde d, Phyſicians hils tht Wee ene aten, 
d him Time ſported with ſome remartcable Verics, endnitingßg 
. Jof his Soul, Wbither it deſign d to go This was the 

of the Death of | Alias Adrian, the Fifteenth Emperor of Si 

Rome, in the Sixty ſecond Year of his Age, after a 
proſperous Reign of Twenty: one Years and Eleven | 
n, to, Monks; a Prince of rare Virtues and Deſerts, tho f [ 
ertain Nſtain d with an unhappy Mixture of many Vices and 
like. Imperfections; but in his Government and Admi- 1 
Death I niſtration he was admirable, and the Empire re- 1 
firmi. N ceiv d vaſt Advantages from his exact Models, and 5 | 
e this his regular Eſtabliſhments, which produc d a Peace g 
2 In. and Security more laſting than cou'd have been ex- 

PP pected from ſuch a. degenerate Republick. Thin... 

Death happen'd in the 891/. Year ofthe City, 163 

after the Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 138 

after our Saviour's Nativity, and 67 after the Be. 
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ſtruction of Feeuſalem. . 


II. The Death of Adrian was highly lamented in J. D. 
the Empire, but not fo univerſally in the City, by 138. 
reaſon, Of his ſeveral ſevere Executions in his laſtt 
Sickneſs ; but as the Wiſdom. of his Government 
was admir d by all, ſo was the Wiſdom of his chu - 
ing Marcus Antonius no leſs applauded. His Dean 
was no ſooner publiſh'd in the City, but Antonius, his 
new adopted Succeſſor, was immediately , without Antonz 
any Contradiction, admitted and obey'd for Empe- nus Pius 
toro, according to the Appointment of the Senate, made En- 
before the Death of Adrian. Marcus Antonius Was a fer. 
Foreigner, and born in the City of Niſines in Gaul, 
though others ſay in Latium; his Grandfather being 
Aurelius Fulvius, and his Father of the fame Name, 

both Noblemen of an ancient Family, who had been 
by [Conſuls, and held other Offices and Dignities. At 

his arrival at the Empire he was above Fifty Years 
of Age, and had paſs d through ſeveral Honourable 
ng, IOffccs, as the Quaſtorſhip, the Prætorſhip, and Con- 
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__ -., athew'dhimlelfro be one of the moſt excellent Prin- 
dees an the World for Virtue and Bounty; and go- 
ved the Empire with the greateſt Authority, Ju- 
itice, Moderation, and Clemency. He had a grace. 
ul Aſpect, and happy Conſtitut ion of Body Was 
very mild and temperate, a great Lover of Hunting 
and Husbandry; well Learn'd, and ſingularly Elo- 
quent; and was ſo entirely free from all kinds of vi. 
Ces, that in that he much exceeded Trajan, and the 
beſt of his Predeceſſors. For which Reaſon, the 
wiſe Men in his Time compar'd him to Numa Pom. 
pilius, the ſecond King of Rome; and upon ſeveral 
Accounts he had che Sirname of Pius given him by 
the Senate; and at the ſame time he was ſtil'd Fu 
Aber of Virtues. Authors have been too ſuèeinct in 
this Reign, and ſince it was in great Meaſure free 
from Foreign and Domeſtick Diſturbances, they 
have principally treated of the perſonal Qualifica- 
tions of the Emperor: For which Reaſon, in this 
and ſeveral other Reigns, I am obliged ſometimes to 
recede a little from the ſtrict Rules of Hiſtory, and 
comply with the Sterility and Courſeneſs of my 


* 


baterials-! #5, 


Antoninus, according to his Merciful Temper, made 

it his firſt Care to free thoſe Perſons whom Adrian 
had condemn d in his laſt Sickneſs, and not execu- 
ted z; declaring, That Adrian, if he bad recovered, 
mould have done the ſame. Then taking his Remains 
to Rome, with great Pomp and Solemnity he bury'd 
them in the Gardens of Domitia; and notwithſtand- 
ing he was appos'd by moſt Men, he deify'd Adrian 
according to the Roman Cuſtom. Theſe generous Be- 
ginnings, with ſome others, gain'd him the fore- 
mention'd Title of Pius from the Senate; who like- 
VWiſe gave the Name of Auguſta to his Wife Fauſtina, 
and decreed Statues in Honour of ſeveral of his _ 
TEM» FE CE:  , CERNOBR 


'giltikCies, he worthily diftharg'd: He afterwards 
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that proceeded from an oppreſs d Province; being 


conferring great Honours upon good and deſerving 


4. 7 
a 


Men. He impartially conſider d the Wiſdom of his 


_ Predecefſo 1 and therefore he made very few Remo- 


vals in thoſe Offices and Charges that had been eſta- 


* 
5 


N 


blüſh d by him; and ever acebunted it moſt adyan- 
tageous to the Publick, for good and upright Go- 


vernours to continue long in their Charges and Pro- 
vinces. Therefore he wduld not hearken to the In- 
ſinuations which were made againſt them, declaring, 


T That he would not begin his: Reign with Changes and d- 


cut Actions; giving many Rewards to ſuch as meri- 
„ Mead S t f £7 LA E424 %4 4 . 3 1 
ted his Favour. He moderated many Impoſts, and 


"Tributes, and commanded that all ſhould be collect- 
ed. without any Severity or Oppreſſion. He exactly 
inform'd himſelf of the Revenues: and Tributes of 


the Publick; but was never ſatisfy d with the Gain 


very ready to hear the juſt Complaints that were 
ſometimes made againſt his Collectors and other 
Miniſters. He immediately ſhew'd his Liberality and 
Bounty to an extraordinary Degree, and ſoongave a- 
way moſt of his former Eſtate and Goods in Favours 
and Acts of Charity ; ſo that when his Empreſs Fau- 
| fins repin'd. at his Generolity, he repreſented: her as 
Ignorant, and told her, That as, ſoon: as he was, poſe 
| ſefs'd of the Empire, he quitted all private Intereſts, and 
had nothing of his own, but all belong'd to the Publick. 
In Matters of Equity, and juſt Government, he 
was no leſs vigilant and induſtrious than his Prede- 
ceſſor Adrian. But he was contrary to his Opini- 
on as to Travels, and reſolv d never to depart from 
Rome during his Reign, only for Hunting and ordi- 
nary Recreations: ſaying, That tbe Court and Compa- 
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they paſi d; aud that 15 wiſtti eme Places be war 
too diſtant from others ; and therefore the "of proper Place 
Jon the Emperor to Teen af 04s Rome; the great Me- 

rropolis of the Empire, ſeated in the Heart of # it, and mf 
© Convenient to recerve Embaſſies and Mel. ages from all Parts 
ef the World. So by ftriat TT, this Rule, he 
had the good Fortune to ſuppreſs og. the Wars and 
Inſurrections in his Reign by his Governours and 
5 Commanders. e 

Thoſe few Troubles and Infurke Qions that we 
tad of in this Reign were.in Britain, in Dacia, and 
An Germany; and all were made towards the begin- 
ning of this Emperor's Reign. The firft was in Bri- 
rain by the more barbarous and unciviliz d Part of 
that Nation, but they were ſoon quel d by the Care 
and Induſtry of the Emperor s Lieutenant Collins Ur- 
bicus, Who after that improved Adrians Wall with 
larger Fortifications, or rather added another Wall 
to the former; for which Services he obrain'd the 
Sirname of Briramicut. Thoſe in Dacia and Germa- 

2 happen d ſhortly after, but were ſucceſsfully fur 

reſs d by the Commandersin thoſe Parts; in Which 
ars the Emperor Skill and Management gained 
him ſuch Reputation in all Parts, that for many 
Tears after he rul'd the World by his own Authority, 
without any confiderable War or " Bloodſhed - So that 
Aur. Vieor, tells us, that all Kings, Nations and 
People ſtood in awe of him, and at the fame time 
ſo lov id and eſteem'd him, that they accounted him 
rather their Father and Patron, than their Lord and 
Emperor; and all unanimouſly choſe him for their 
Judge and Arbitrator of Controverſies, looking up- 


on bim as though he had come down from Heaven. 


He was ſo much cſteem'd among Foreigners, that 
the Inhabitants of Hyrcania, a Province of Aſia, near 
k the Copies Sea, and 1 TOE a * remote and 


diſtant 


| 


TIN ”= 4 I. Antoninus Pius ; XVL | ; 
diſtant People more Eaſtward, together with the In- 
diant, all ſent their Ambaſſadors, voluntarily offering 


place | Countries which were exceedingly remote, there 


. 8 
Fa, 30 * 
od 4 


him their Alliance and Obedience. And from other 


A.- came ſeveral Kings to pay him Homage; and par- 
Inet ticularly Strangorus from the Indies, King Pharaſmanes, 


Parts and others. And in other Countries he ſetled Kings 


e, he ¶ at his Pleaſure, the Inhabitants conſenting, though 


and they were no ways ſubject to the Empire. King 


S and Algarus out of the Eaff, came to Rome td wait up- 
J on him, induc'd ſolely by the Authority of his 
Name; and the King of Parthia reſolving to raiſe 
a War againſt Armenia, and having with a migh- 


1 
3 
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U- Year of his Government his Empreſs Fauſtina dy d; 
with Wand the Senate appointed her a Temple and Prieſt- 


ty Force enter d that Country, 'one Letter from this 
Emperor caus d him to retire and dilcharge his 


Antonin reigning in all Proſperity, in the third | 


Wall Welles, Games to her Honour, and Statues of Gold 


d the Wand Silver. The Emperor alſo made a charitable E- 
eras ſtabliſhment for the Maintenance of certain young 


ſup- Children, whom he called by the Name of Fauſtina's 


hich Children. Not long before which he had married 
uined his Daugliter of the ſame Name to one of his de- 


e 


nany Nign'd Succeſſors Marcus Aurelius, a Perſon of rare 
Yity, Mccompliſhments, to whom the Emperor at the ſame 


that time gave the Title of Cæſar, and raiſed him to the 
| Honour of the Conſulſhip, and to ſeveral other 
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ular Edicts of former Emperors, and the genera 


Pion of the Chriſtians, 2 Martyr, publiſhed Wn 


anding Laws of the Roman Empire, which look d 
pon them as a wicked and abominable Generati- 
Pn. To wipe away theſe Aſperſions, and ro miti- 
Pate the Severiries againſt them, that eminent Cham- 


Dignities. About the ſame time the Chriſtians be- The Chri- 
gan to be much oppreſs d, and ſeverely treated in — 8 
many parts of the Empire, by vertue of the parti. 4 p. 140, 


10 


firſt Apology, preſenting it to the Emperor, to his adop- 
ted amy ; 155 Senate, and by them to the — 50 
people of Rome, wherein, with great Strength of 
Reaſon, He defends the Chriſtians from the common Ob- 
1 ſectiont of their Enemies, proves the Divine Authority of 
I, Chriſtian Faith, and ſfhews bow unjuſt and untea- 
3 ſionalble it was to proceed againſt them without due Con- 
1 vuicdion and Form of Law ; acquaints them with the inno- 
: FRE cent Rites and Uſages of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies ; and 
TH laſtly, put the Emperor in mind of the Methods of by 
Predeceſſor Adrian in this Matter; who bath commanded 
that Chriſtians ſhould not he needleſij and unjuſtlytroubled, 
TH but their Cauſes ſhould be travers'd and determin'd in open 
_ - Fullicatures; annexing to his Apology a Copy of the 
_—  . Reſcript which Adrian had ſent to Minucius Fundanus 
78 to that purpoſe. The Emperor being of a mild 


III I: 
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Hl and merciful Diſpoſition was fo far mov d by this 
3 | - Apology, and by the Informations he had receiv'd 
from the other Parts of the Empire, as to publiſh a 
Letter in the behalf of the diſtreſſed Chriſtians, in 
Which he, among other Things, remarkably inti- 
mates, The greateſt Conqueſts the Chriſtians gain d- 
vier tbeir Oppoſers by their lay ing doun their Lives fir 
the Truth of their Cauſe; and concludes his Letter in 
theſe Words; If after all, any ſhall fill proceed t© 

_. *ereare them Trouble, meerly becauſe they are Chriſtians 
let him who is indicted be diſebarg d, though he appears 

to be à Chriſtian, and let the Informer himſelf undergo 
the Puniſhment. By Which laudable Indulgence of 
tte Emperor's, the Chriſtians. generally remain'd 
[An great Peace and Security throughout the reſt of 


—_  _*. Antoninus now, became moreuniverſally belov'dby 
. his Subjects; and as his Goodneſs and Equity be- 
acame daily more conſpicuous, ſo his Perſon be- 
. came more dear to the Senate, which continually 
| [fl added new Honours and Titles to him, particularly 
_ filing him, Father of his Country, a Title which he 
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any Misfortune or 


Chap. II. Antoninus Pius XVI. 
much refus d; but at length accepted of it with great 
Courteſie and Humility. They likewiſe: offer d to 
give the Names of Antoninus and Fuuſtina to the 
Months September and October, in Honour of him 
and his Empreſs, but he utterly refus'd that Offer. 
He always entertain'd che Senators and Noblemen 
with all imaginable Honour and Courteſie, and ne- 
ver ated any Matter of Importance without their 
Advice and Approbation; and he often wiſh'd, o 
be ſuch an Emperor to the Senate, as he, if he was a de- 
priv d Perſon, would deſire of another Prince, always 
giving Reaſons for every thing he acted, either tothe 
Senate, or in his EdiQs. He generally fought to mo- 


derate the State and Majeſty of an Emperor, and 


ſhewed himſelf very affable, eaſie, and pleaſant to 
all Men, permitting his Friends to ſee him undreſsd, 


and taking their Jeſts with an unaffected Patience 


and Freedom. But he was very ſtrict as to his Ser- 
vants Advantages, and took a ſpecial Care that none 


of his Courtiers ſhou'd make any Profit of his Fa- 
vours to another, nor take Bribes or Gratuities of ſuch * 


as were Suiters to him; for which Reaſon he gene- 


rally gave Audience and Anſwer to all Men himſelf - © - Wy 
in Perſon; and in this Matter he knew the Quality © . 


and Difference between Men to an extraordinary 


perfection, uſing ſometimes the Advice of other? 


when he found it neceſſary. For the ſolving all Dif- 
ficulties, beſides the Aſſiſtance of his ordinary Coun- 


cil, and of his own Skill and Knowledge in the 
Laws, he had always ſome eminent Lawyers near 
him, particularly Marcellus Fabolenus, and others. By 


which, and other wiſe Methods, the Provinces and 
Cities in his Reign flouriſh'd and became richer 


than formerly; many of which Cities he reliev'd” 


with his own Revenues towards their Encreaſe and 


Buildings, whether they were for Neceſſity and Con- 


yenience, or for 3 \befel a Ciry And wien 
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of his Reign, this Emperor celebrated the Grand Se- 
cular Games, with great Pomp and Magnificence, 
expoſing infinite variety of all kinds of ſtrange Beaſts, 


Ludi Sæ- 


culares. 
A. D. 147. 


fully repair d and 
Exchequer; particularly when a great Fire happen d 
in Rome, another in Narbone in Gaul, a third in An. 
rioch in Aſia, and a fourth in Carthage, which con- 
ſumed a great Part of theſe Cities. In the Time of 


FE by o N 
The Roman: 
0 3 


re- edify d it wick 


2 


a great Famine in Rome, he bountifully provided for 
the Peoples Wants, and maintained vaſt Numbers 
with Bread and Wine, moſt of the Time of its Con- 
tinuance, cauſing Proviſions to be brought from all 
parts, and paying for all at his own proper Char- 


ges. When the River Tiber had, by an Innundation 


greatly impair d many private and publick Buildings 
in Rome, he was at a vaſt Expence in alliſting the 
Citizens to reſtore the City to its former Luſtre. 


Moreover, this was the Emperor who carried on 

thoſe ſtupendions Works which appear to this Day, 

for ee the Havens of Tarracina and Cajeta. 
fa 


He alſo built famous Baths at Offia, Aqueducts at 
Antium, and Temples at Lavinium. Further, we are 
told, that inthe gooth Year of the City, and in the 91b 


and other Animals. There were celebrated ſixty 
three after the laſt under Domitian, and a hundred 


after thoſe under Claudius, whole Example and Me- 


thod Antoninus followec. 


Among the other Vertues of this Emperor, which 
made his Reign happy and delightful, his Mercy and 
Clemency ſeem'd moſt ſignal; by which he mitiga- 
ted the Rigourof ſeveral Laws, puniſhing Offenders 


With Pity and Commiſeration, and often pardoning 


#4 


* 


them, when he perceived any Proſpect of their Repen- 
tance and Amendment. His mild and peaceful Temper 
was ſo remarkable, that to ſuch who frequently 
diſcourſed with him of the Valour of Julius Ceſc ar, 
and other Hero's, his common Anſwer was with 
derer dope That he more d rhe frau of 
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the. Life of one Friend or Subiect, than the Death of 


' thouſand Enemies. In his Acts of Clemency he had a 


great Reſpect to the general and intire Love of all his 
Subjects; inſomuch that when the Senate earneſtly 


conſpir d againſt him, he made anſwer, ' That it was 
not neceſſary tos ſtriftly to ſearch out all Accomplices ; for 
if they were found to be numerous, he well underſtood how 


much Hatred he ſhould contract by. ſuch an Action. Let 


nen his great Mildnels and Lenity, he 
was always ſtrict and ſevere towards idle, lazy, 4901 
unactive Perſons, and turn'd all ſuch out of their 
places who were uſeleſs and unſerviceable to the 
Publick; ſaying, Nothing was more unjuſt and ſcamda- 
lous, than to ſuffer the Commonwealth to be devoured by 
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ſtrious himſelf, executing all Affairs with incredible : | 


Diligence, and that without any Appearanceof Vain- 


glory or Oſtentation. He was an eminent Rewarder 


of Induſtry, and more particularly of Learned Men, 


whom he much honour'd and eſteem d, giving them 


noble Preſents and Penſions, and drawing them from 


all Parts of the World; among the reſt he ſent for 


Apollonia, the famous Stoick Philoſopher from Chal. 


cis, to be Maſter to his Adopted Son Marcus Aurelia. 1 


This Phalqſop ur bent come to Rome, the Emperor 
ſent him - wor 13 That his. Scholar 


ſwer'd, Tias the Scholar f Duty to go to his Maſter, and 
not the Maſter to the Scholar. Which arrogant An- 
{wer could not move the Emperor, who ſmilingly 


ſhould be delivered 
to him as. ſoon as be came; but the other rudely an- 


| reply'd, That be wondered that Apollonius ſhould think | 


it a ſhorter Fourney from Chalcis to Rome, than from his 
Lodging. to the Palace, and immediately ſent Mar: 


cus Aurelius to him. Beſides, this Philoſopher, and 


ſome Lawyers before mention d, there flouriſn d * 
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Alexandria, an excellent Writer of t 
| of Perce the celebrated Phyſician, Maximus J. 


wy 
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| of his Subjefts. And here it would not be 
unſeaſonable for t 

of the Roman Empire, with the mighty Liberty and 
Felicity of the Roman People, under the good and 
wile Reigns of Trajan, Adrian, and the two Antonines i 


to reflect upon the amazing Splendor and Magni- 
ficence of the Emperot's Court, crowded with the 
on and worthieſt Men in the World, together 

With the incredible Pomp and Luſtre of the vaſt Ci- 


9 of Rene, beautify d with the moſt barely Fabricks 
and nobleſt Ornaments that the World ever ſaw; 
and to think upon the mighty Wealth and Affluence 


of rhe ſeveral Provinces and Cities of the Empire, 
their profound Peace and Security in general, an 

the Whole World, as it were, juſtly and happily go- 
vernid by the ſame Lord, ood the ſame Laws, But 
fuch a general Proſperity as this was never very ſta- 


ble and durable inthe Roman Empire, both by rea- 


ſon of fo many ill Emperors, whoſe Heads became 
dizzy with the vaſtneſs of their Dominjons and Au- 


thoxity, belides ſome Corruptions and natural Infir- 


mities in the particular Form of this Monarchy, 


and ſike wiſe by reaſon of the Romans exceeding Lux- 
vy and Degeneracy from the iriet Morals and Ver- 
RM Wo, 3 Yn et V. 85 * * i 5 . „ | 
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ble for the Reader to reſt a while upon the 
_ Confiderations of the exalted Power and Grandeur 


chap! 10 


5 aßßer the Peſtruction of Fee, 
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Antoninus Pius A 


tues of their Anceſtors. H er "Antoninus N — 
utmoſt of his Abilities to give a folid and laſting 
Happineſs to the Empire, which were likewiſe the 
Budi Endeavours and Practices of His three im- 
mediate predeceſſors and Succeſſors: But in the 8 
midſt of his Cares and Concerns, he was ſeiz d Witn 

a violent Fever at Lorium, where finding himſelf ſen- 
ſibly decaying, he order'd his Friends, the Captains 
of his Guards, and his principal' Officers'to repair to 


| him, and before them all heconfirm'd his Adoption 


of Marcus Aurelius, not naming Lacius Full}: n 

whenthe Tribune came for Orders, the Word which © 

he gave him was Equanimity,” intimating, That he 

had nothing more to deſire, ſince he had efrſo wor- 

thy a Succeſſor, and immediately commanded the 

Golden Image of Fortune, which the Emperors al- 

ways had in their Chambers, to be removd from the | 

- artment to that of Marcys Aurelius, in | | 
after. Thus departed Antoninus Pius, t Sir. 7h Death 


eenth Emperor of Rome, in the 75th Year of his , Antonis 


Age, after a proſperous Reignof Twenty two Years, nus Ping 
andalmoſt eight Months; a Prince of admirable Ver- | 
tuesandunſtain'd Reputation, who had juſtly gain d 
the moſt honourable Title of Pius, a Prince who 
never willingly ſhed the Blood either of Roman, or L 
Foreigner; andin all his acts he is ſaid never to have 
done any thing raſhly in his Youth, nor- negligentiy i in bis 
Age; an Honour as laſting” as the Memorials of 
Fame. His Death hapned in the 914th Year of the 
City, 185 Years after the Settlement of the Empire 
by Auguſtus, 161 after our Saviour's Nativity, and 


III. The Death of Antoninius Pius, was generally 
lamented! throughout the Empire, but more eſſ 
ly in the City, where with extraordinary Pomp and 
1 8 Divine Honours were given him, Fune- 


al Orations ounc'd b ene ted Sons Marcus 
0 Fn — n Aurtlius, 
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Antoni- 


e * Tandon Kinks Nee Pillar e png 
Red to lim, and a new College of Prieſts inſtituted, 
calld Aureliam from the Name of his Family. At 
the fame Time Marcus Aurelius, the. eldeſt and wor- 
thieſt of the two, was without Contradiction ad- 


8 1 


nus Philo- mitted as Succeſſor and Emperor by the Senate who 


ſophus 
rade Em- hg: A 


peror who 


jeyns with 
him, An- 


toninus 
Verus. 


| ſter. Antoninus was the Son of Annius Verus, and of 
an Ancient and Illuſtrious Family, who by the Fa- 
ther's Side claim'd its Original from Numa the ſe- 


at the Empire. Antoninus was a Prince of eminent 


Man, and a renown d Stoicł philoſopher, for which 
he is diſtinguiſſi d from his Predeceſſor, op the Name | 
of Philoſophus: His Excellencies were ſo 


the other Verus. This was the firſt Time that Rome 
ever ſaw it ſel ana bytwo Sovereigns at once; 


Ceius Commodus, whom the Emperor Adrian had adop- 
ted, but Death prevented his Succeeding in the Em- 
pie: The former was about forty Years of Age, and 


upon his begi toact, without any Scruple, took 
is adopted Brother Lucius Vers as his Aſſociate 
and Equal in the Empire; both he and his Collegue 
taking upon them the Nome o Antoninus, tho? to 
excl Crntaboa, we ſhall call the firſt Antoninus, and 


a ſurprizing Sight to a City that formerly had almoſt 
allthe Blood of her Citizens ſhed. in chuſing a Ma- 


cond King of Rome; and Verus was the Son of Lu-. 


the latter about thirty three, when they firſt arriv'd 


Vertues and Accompliſhments, -a,good and pious 


tranſcen- 
dent, 82 Eutropius tells us, he was more to be ad- 
mird than commended; and it may be ſaid, that N def 


Providence proportion d the Wiſdom. of this Empe- the 
_ ror to the Calamities deſign d for this Reign. But cle 
on the other fide, Verus had none of his good Quali- Sur 


fcations, but was paſſionate and extravagant, diſſo- ſup 
lute and debauch'd in his Morals; and the greateſt of Ipell 


his Vertues was, that he was free from thoſe horrible feſt 


Vices which makea lawful Prince degenerate into a was 


, | 55 hor this 95 pril of 


lumours did a thin 
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ſo much appear in the Beginning of this Reign, by 


| who enjoy d almoſt: all the Power and Authority, 


and the other only the Eaſe and Luxury of the Go= 
, too ot iagd Salute, 


| TheſerwoEmperors began their Reign with ger 
Happineſs and Proſperity; and towards the latter | 


End of the firſt: Year, Antoninus had a Son born, 
whom he call'd Commodus. The Birth of this Prince, 
whoſe Life ſeems to have been a Diſhonour to Na- 
ture, was ſignaliz d by many- deplorable Diſaſters; 
icularly the River Tiber, by an Inundation over- 
whelm'd aconſiderable part of Rome, hore along with 
it a multitude of People and Cattle, ruin'd- all the 
Country, and caugd an extream Famine. This In- 
undation was ſeconded by Earthquakes, Burning of 
Cities, and a general Infection of the Air, which 
immediately produced an infinite Number of Inſects; 


© who waſted all that the Floods had ſpared; all which 


9 


Calamities the two Emperors remedy'd in a great 
Meaſure by their diligent Diſtribution of ſuch Suc- 
cours as were needful. At the ſame time the whole 
World reſounded with the Noife of Wars, which al- 
moſt at once broke out in many Parts. The Parthi»' 


ans, under the Conduct of their King Vologeſas, ſur- 


iz d the Roman Legions in Armenia, and cut them 


In Pieces; then entring Syria, they drove out Anili- 


1 Cornelianus, the Governour of that Country. The 
Catti at the ſame time invaded Germany and Rhætia, 
deſtroying all with Fire and Sword; and likewiſe” 
the Britains begu 
cola was ſent againſt the Britains, who joyning freſh* 


Supplies with the ordinary Legions in the Iſland. | 


ſuppreſs d the Inhabitants; Aufidius Victorinu ſoonre- 
pelbd the Cat; but the Parthian War being of great⸗- 
eſt Danger and Importance, one of the Emperors 
as judg d moſt proper forthis Enterprize, and Yeras 


* F372 EFF {4 » . 
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n to make Revolts. Calpurnium Agri» © 


Kit, Ver. XVII. Jug 


— ? 
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1] in a few Days. Antoninus with a great Court of 
Friends and Officers, accompany d this Prince as far 
as Goſma, leaving many wile and great Men to at- 
tend him in this Expedition, with Deſign either of 
ſecuring himſelf of his Conduct, or of laying a Re- 
ſtraint upon his Vices, and by ſome Remains of Mo- 
- deſty, repel or correct thoſe: bad Inclinations which 
be ſaw in him. But this Precaution was uſeleſs to 
Virus, Who weary of all Reſtraints, ſhew'd ſmall 
Reſpect to thoſe worthy Perſons Antoninus had left 
him; and upon his Departure, ſoon forgot the Ur- 
gency of his Journey, and the Defeat of the Roman 
Legions, and conſider d no longer the great Danger 
of the Revolt of Syria, but plung d himſelf into the 
moſt infamous Lewdneſs and Debaucheries, and to 
ſuch Exceſs, that he fell dangerouſly ill at Canuſium 
Upon News of which, Antoninus haſtened back to 
ſiee him, firſt making Vous in a full Senate; but he 
Joon after underſtood that Verus was embark'd for 
EI. ũ⅛ ẽùuA m . os An 
During the Abſence of Verus, Antoninus apply d 
himſelf to the Regulation of the publick Affairs, and 
to the correcting ſuch Faults as he found in the Laws 
and Policy; in all which he ſhew'd a ſingular Re- 
ſpect to the Senate. He not only remitted many 
Cauſes to the Senate, which might have been deter- 
mined in his own Council, but he permitted them 
to judge Soveraignly, and without Appeal; ſo that 
the People liv'd under his Government as in a free 
City, He was ſo careful of the Senatorian Dignity, 
that he receiv'd none into their Body, but after ſtrict 
Enquiry, and with the Conſent of the reſt; and 
Was never abſent from their Aſſembly, when his Bu- 
ſineſs would permit him to be there, tho he had no 
Report to make. He was fully ſatisfied that the 


* 
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Strengrh and Glory of a State depended upon a wiſe, 


and honeſt Council, therefore he never undertook 
BY Matter of Impor tance either in War © _— 
a Withou 
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8 and 
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O that 
a free 
gnity, 
ſtrict 
; and 
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ad no 
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wiſe,” 
rtook 
PEACE, 


ithouf 


the Opinion of others, than be who continues 
bis on; ſuch a Change being often the Perfection of 


Chap. II. Ant. Philoſ. and Ant. Ver. XVII. Jaz 
without conſulting the ableſt Perſons in Court, "City ; 

and Senate, beſides his ordinary Council; and being 
free from that falſe Ambition of drawing others o- 
ver to his Opinion, he gladly ſubmitted to theirs, 
and frequently declar'd, That it was- much more rea- 
ſonable for him to follow the Advice and Council of ſo 


many wiſe Men and Friends, than for ſo many wiſe 


Men to follow bis. And that he might remove that 
fatal and common Prejudice of eſteeming it a mean 


and ſervil Thing for a Man to recede from his Opi- 
nion, he eſtabliſh'd this important Truth for one of 
his Maxims, That Man is no leſs free who ſubmits to 
obſtinate in 


Wiſdom and Fudgment. As he was ready to hear- 


ken to the Councils of others; ſo he was no leſs Care= . + 
ful and exact in their Execution; and he often ſaid, _ 
That an on phy ſhould never act carelefly or in haſte, and 
that the ſmalle 

Matters.” So that he examin'd the meaneſt Aﬀairs 


ſt Overſight might create a Cenſure in greater 


with as much Care and Exactneſs, as the moſt im- 
portant; being perſwaded of this Truth, That 
Fuſtice being throughout Entire, there is nothing tbat 
regards it hut what is Great: 80 that he often 
employ'd ten Days and more about the fame 
Butineſs, frequently fat in Council till Night, and 


never departed from the Senate till the Conſul, 
according to Cuſtom, diſmiſs'd the Aﬀembly 
of . pronouncing theſe Words, Ve detain your no 
11 neon TIT C16 


This good Emperor Was no leſs ſtrict and careful 


in his choice of Governours and Magiſtrates; and was 
perſuaded, That one of the greateſt Errors a Prince 
could commit, was to put the Magiſtracy into the 
Hands of unfit Perſons; and taking all imaginable 
_ Care left he ſhould fall into this Misfortune, he witn 
great Eaſineſs and Freedom, refus d whatever was 
unjuſtly requeſted of him. When he found Perſons 


ſerviceable 
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tor his Prieſts and Miniſters, 


4 


dhe Roman Hiſtory: Book II. 
ole to the Publick, he always gave them an 


Placed chem in Stations moſt ſuitable ro their Genius 
And Capacities; and he was wont to ſay, That tho' it 


2 not in à Prince s Power to make and form bis Subject 


ups be deſred, yet it was in his Power to make good uſe 


A thtir Service, by employing them in ſuch Affairs as 
* 5 2 


#hey underſtood. the greateſt part of the 


= Governours of Provinces and great Cities out of the 


Senators; and he was perſuaded, as well as Auguſtus, 
That whateveria Prince does to increaſe the Honour and 
Dignity of bis Magiſtrates, beightens his own Power, 
amd eſtabliſhes his own Authority, which neither ought nor 
vun be founded upon any thing but Fuſtice. What he did 
to the Senates did not at all withold him from ex- 
tending his Bounty to the other Orders of Magiſtrates, 
and indeed to all private Perſons;' ſo that no Perſon 
of any Condition whatſoever, appeared to him un- 


worthy of his Care and Regard. In all Matters he 


Was a religious Obſerver of his Word; and that he 
might never hearken to the Reaſons of thoſe falſe 


Polititians Who maintain, That à wiſe and able Prince 


1. not oblig d to keep his Word when it iuterferes with 


bis Intereſt,” heeſtabliſh'd this memorable Inſtruction 


to all Princes: Beware left you eſteem that Thing as uſe- 


ful and beneficial, which will one Day conſtrain you to 


break your Word. His juſt and regular Adminiftration, 


And his many worthy Actions, ſo much gain'd him 
the Hearts of the Senate and People, that they 
offer d him many peculiar Honours; but he would 


never accept of thoſe lofty Titles, which had been 


mit Temples and Altars to be erected to him, know- 
_ Ing, that it is Vertue 1 — that makes Princes equal 


to Gods, and not the Voices and Applauſes of the 
People, and that King who rules with Juſtice, has 


all the World for his Temple, and all good Men 


een een e . 


=. 


Chap. II. Anton. Philoſ. md Ant. Ver. XVII. 319 
While Armenius was moſt worthily employ'd in Ant. ve- 
the publick Adminiſtration, Verus was purſuing his us: E.. 
Expedition in the Ea, but neither with Diligence 15% Fan 
nor Regard to the Intereſt of the Empire. His 
Sickneſs at Canuſſum did not correct his looſe Incli 
nations, but continuing his Debauches upon his 
March, he totally forgot it at Daphne, one of the 
Suburbs of Antioch, the Entrance of which Place was, 
as it were, prohibited to all honeſt Perſons, ſince the 


| Sweetneſs of its Air, and the Beauties of its Groves, 


Flowers and Fountains, had occaſioned the very 
Throne of Impurity to be ſeated there. Tet Verus 
added to the Debauchery of this Place, by ſuch 
Exceſſes as were unknown tothe Inhabitants, thougn 
the moſt profligate People upon Earth. In the mean 
time his Lieutenants ſucceſsfully carry d on the War 
5770 the Parthians : Statius Priſtus took Artauata; 
aſſus, and Martins Verus put Vologeſus to flight, 
took Seleucia, burnt and plunder'd the famous Cities 


2 


Babylon and Cteſipbon, anddemoliſh'd the Magnificent 


palace of the Parthians. Theſe Wars continued for | 
four Years ſpace, with great variety of Succelles, _ 
much Bloodfſhed, and many terrible Conflicts, till the _ 
Valour of the Roman Commanders ſo far prevail'd, 
as to become intirely victorious: but thefe who had 
gain d ſuch noble Victories, and defeated Armies of 
400000 Men in their Return were forc'd to encoun- 


ter Sickneſs and Famine, which deſtroy'd more than 


half their Numbers. However this was no Impedi- _ 
ment to the Glory of Verus, who being exalted with 

his Victories, took upon him the lofty Titles of Par- 
thicus and Armenicus, as if hejuſtly acquired them in 

the midſt of all his Pleaſures. During this War, An- + 
toninus became ſenſible of his Collegues Enormities 5; - 


I bur feigning himſelf ignorant, judg d Marriage tobe 


the moſt probable means of retrieving him : there- 


fore wichour delay, he ſent his own Daughter . 
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3320 ' The Roman Hiſtory... Book II. 
© (vir Mar- Gill into Syrie, a Princels of great Beauty and little 
 _  #49ih Modeſty, and bore her Company as far as Brundu- 
"Ire cot fume. Verus believing. Antoninus was coming with his 
Laus, Daughter, and fearing his Diſorder ſhould be known 
'  -., Davghter, to him, went to receive him at Epheſus, from whence 
hee return'd ſhortly after the Celebration of his Mar- 
iage at Antioch with his new Empreſs, whoſe Life 
and Converſation prov'd agreeable to her Husband', 
and to the Examples her Mother Fauſtina had given 
Verus having ſet a King over the Armenians, en- 
tirely ſubdued the Parthians, and ſettled the Affain 
of 4fia, return d to Rome to partake of the Honour 
of a Triumph with Antoninus, which was ſolem. 
niz d with great Pomp and Splendour. His Return 
was thought fatal to the Empire, for he carry'd the 
| Plague into all the Provinces. through which he 
pas d, and caus'd the Infection to ſpread through 
HTr,aah, and almoſt all the Empire. We are told that 
ttthis dreadful Peſtilence began at the taking of Bah- 
un, where the Soldiers pillaging the Temple of 4 
_,  , pollo, in a place under Ground, found alittle Golden 
Coffer, which upon their opening of it, caſt forth a 
- horrible infectious Air which fpread it ſelf, and car- 
fried Mortality through moſt parts of the World. 
A Bur it more probably proceeded from the Diſeaſes 
Which afflicted Caſſuss Army in his return from the 
Defeat of the Parthians. This Plague was followed 
by many other Miſeries, as Earth-quakes, Famine, 
Inundations, and Caterpulars in ah, and other 
_ Provinces; all which had ſuch deplorable Effects, 
that the beſt Authors aſſure us, that if the extra- 
ordinary Vigilance and Wiſdomof Antoninus had not 
prevented it, the Roman Empire had been torn a- 
Iunder, and barbarous Nations had ſubdued the 
gBreateſt part of it. For the Germans, Sarmatians, 
QQauadi, Marcomanni, and others, taking Ad vat age 
from theſe various Calamities, furiouſſy wald the 


- 


0 : 
+ N 
- 
% N = . ;þ 2 7 
7 . 
£ «> 4 « entities 
n > * 
i . } 
- 4 
* s # 
1 . 


ates: Ui a 


1 * „ 7 ; 8 "> 
tle Þ Empire, and made Irruptions even into rah. "The 
dus Germans were Toon 'repuls'd by Antoninus, and his 
his | two Lieutenants Pertinax and Ponpeianus; but in 
wn the following Lear, when the Plague rage d ſtill 
nce more, the united Powers of many barbarous Na- 
lar- Y tions, became an exceeding Terror to the City. In 
Lite order to put a ſtop to ſo many Miſeries that threat- 

Ms, ned the Empire, Amoninus us d all Kinds of Me- 
thods Humane and Divine, eſpecially the latter, 
which he purſu'd with infinite Zeal and Superſti- 
tion. He ſent for Prieſts from all Parts to diſpatch 

the innumerable. Company of Sacrifices, voẽ-wd | 
and offer d upon this Occaſion ; Celebrated all the = 
Sacred Foreign | Rites that were ever known in « 
Rome, purg'd the City all manner of ways; and | 
exhibited the Solemnities called; Lectiſternia deven | 
Days together. This Superſtitious Zeal is by the 2. fs ⁶ 
moſt Judicious believ'd to be the Cauſe of the ſevere Genera! | 
Perſecution of the Chriſtians, which rag'd about Perſecution ³ 
this Time, and was the fourth General perſecuti- A. D. 
on of the Catholick Church. This began about 167. 
the ſecond Year of this Reign, when Fuftin Mar- 
r preſented. his Tecond ©. Apology, ſhortly- after 
which this great Man ſuffer'd; Adoryrdow. in Rome; 
but ſince it became not hot, nor general till this 
Time, ' the fourth Perſecution is julfly placd here 
by many, which was in the ſeventh Fear of this 
Reign; about Gxty Years after the Beginning of 
the third Perlecution by Trajan and forty nin at- 
ter the B bs of that by Adrian, which by ſome 
is reckon d the fourth Perſecution. The Edicts a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, are by fome Admirers of Au- 
toninus, charg d wholly upon Verus; tho others who 

had a venerable. Eſteem for. the extraordinary Ver- 
tues and. Excellencies of Antoninus, have ,neyenthe- 
les attributed it in great meaſure, tg his Superſti- 
 . tious Zeal 10 Paganiſm. This Perſecution was ve- 
e e 
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ry ſevere, and rag d in many parts of the E 


deſtroying beſides Fuftin Martyr, St. Polhcarp, 
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Biſho 


„ and an infinite Number of others; an 
il about ſeven Fears after this great 


Was not relax dt 
Irxruption. 


* a en Kinds of Sacrifice 
Proceſſions, and Superſtitious Rites, march'd a- 
FBainſt the AMarcomanni and Quadi, taking Verus 2» 

long with him, who had rather have ſtaid behind 

"at Rome to continue his Debaucheries, which Anto- 

vinus endeavour'd to prevent. The two Fmpe- 
Tors therefore took the Way of Aquileia,, where 
they advanc'd towards the Marcomanni, who were 


aving ved all Kinds of 


85 . AAntoninus 


encamp'd not far diſtant, beat them out of their N. 


Trenches, and made a great Slaughter of them. 

-  *Plrins Vickorinus, Captain of the Guards, was lain 
in the Battel, with a great Number of his beſt 
Troops; but this did not hinder the two Empe- 
Tors from purſuing their Advantage, preſſing fo 

- Yorcibly upon the Enemy, that at laſt they broke 
which occafion'd the grea- 
0 to ſlay the Authors of the 
Revolt, draw off their Forces, and deſire a Truce. 


cmrough their Army 
tdtteſt Part of their A] 


"Pers ſatisfy'd with thefe Conditions 
after the Delights and Pleaſures of Rome, 


ghin 
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fals, and return 


Antonius to agrec to their Propoſ: 


*back: But Antonin urg'd the Perfidioufneſs of 
ttheſe barbarous People, who ſtill wanted not 
Strength to diſturb the Empire, and immediately 
ro march. The two Empe- 
purſu d the Enemy, 
ova ral Conteſts, defeared them 
entirely, and return'd into 7aly without any con- 
ſiderable Loſs. Winter was now far advanc'd, 
and they had made a Reſolution of ſtaying at 
© Aquileia till it was paſt, but the Plague oblig d 12 
ces; in 


order d his Troo 
rors therefore 


re pals d the 4 
-overcame them in ſeveral 


art from thence with ſome of their Fo 


which 


£ , + 
4 
* 


. > 
— 0 


in the forty ſecon is Ag | 
had Reigned about nine Years with Antoninus, 
tho ſome ſay eleven. It is almoſt generally agreed, 


1 


that Poyſon was the Cauſe of His Death, which 
ſome attribute to the Empreſs Fauſtina, but moſt. 

to his own Wife Lucilla, being violently jealous of 
bim for the Paſſion he bore to his own Siſter Fabia; 

a Death anſwerable to the, Looſeneſs and Debau- 


famous Life, Antoninus, out of a peculiar Kind of 
Goodneſs, and Reſpect to his own Family, caus'd - 
him to beconſecrated,tho' with no great Satisfaction 


25 


IW. Auen, wild before governed" bot an , 
Empire and an Emperor, had now the former alone A 


ak 


f 


Family, he in a ſhort time marry'd his Daughter Phus 


Lucilla to Claudius Pompeianus, a Perſon in Teich * 


and only the Son of a plain Knight, but eminent 
for his Fidelity, Honeſty, Courage and Wiſdom ; 
hich, Qualifications, together with his unitained 
Reputation, the Emperor infinitely preferred bes 
ore Birth and Riches. Being freed from this 
are, be left Rome to finiſh the War with the 
rcomanni,, Who joining with the Quadt, the 
armatians, the Vandals, and other barbarous Na» 
ions, were become fiercer and more formidable 
han before; ſo that the Wars againlt Hannibal and 
he Cimbri, ſcarce ever appeared more terrible. in 
he ficſt general Battel near the Danube, the Ro- 
ant were ſo ſeverely treated, that they loſt more 


Ian 20000 Men, and the Barbarians. purſued” | 


hem even to the Walls. of Aquileis,, which, they: © 
Ken, had not K. Emperor. tallied his 
: 85 : £87 N Ces 5 8 , 2 - +, ho ef 
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which Journey Verus was ſeiz d with an Apoplexy The Df , _ I 
near -Altinum, and 27 N after at that Place, J a © *þ 

1 Year of his Age, after Be 


cheries of his Life. Yet notwichſtanding his in- 
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eft to his Charge; and firſt taking Care of his Philoſo. 
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Troops with great Skill and Conduct. But this 
Affront ſo rouz d the Füry and Courages of the 
Bomm, tllat in à ſhort time they repuls d theſe 
formidable People, and drove them into Pannonia. 
About which time the Moors ' ravaged Spain with 
Fire and Sword, and the Shepherds in A gypt, who 
Were a kind of Banditti, took up Arms, and made 
a dangerous InſurreRion in thoſe Parts. The for- 
mer were ſoon quelF'd in Spain by the Emperor's 
Lieutenants; and the * happily diſpers d by 

0 


the . and Policy of Caſſius. Theſe 'Suc- 
cFeſſes were ſeconded with further Advantages" over 


the Northern Nations by the Emperor Antoninus, 
Who ſo weary'd and harraſs d them by his repeat. m. 
ed Attacks and Skirmiſhes, that he conſtrain d u 
tdhem to receive ſuch Articles, as he thought con- 
penient to impoſe upon them. After which Suc. 
Fee'ſſes, Antaninut returned to Rome with great Ho- 
gnmuour, where he celebrated his Detennalia according 
to Cuſtom, and made ſuch Vows as were uſual on 
During ide Peace, Antonines' imployed | hingſelf] Re 
min a further Reformation of the Laws and Policy: 
And firſt he wiſely. prohibited, Thar no Enquiry 
mould be made after the Stare and Condition of 
. : Jed pes after five Tears; and left Crimes 
mould go unpuniſhed, and privare Perſons ſuffer by 
Delays in Proceſſes, - after the Example of Augi- 
fs, he increas d the Number of Court Days, fo 
that there were two hundred and thirty in all. 
That thoſe who were free: born, might rhe more 
FLeaſily prove it, he ordained, that each Roman Citi. 
en ſhould go to the Treaſury in the Temple of 
Sate, Where the publick Records were kept, 10 


a 9 


5 : 


Enter what Children they had born; and he eſta 
 _, Bliſd Notaries to keep Regiſters' of all Births in 
> 0 e, Provinces. He provided for the Security of - HY 


ö . 
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milſion, and remove him further from them, to 


& Ss *. 


- 


Minors and Eu dy; conſtituting, a particular 
Prater ,call'd Tuteſars, Feapls his Office Was to Preter Th 
appoint Turors, and becauſe all, Buſineſs concern. iel 

ing Guardianſhip camp under his Cognizance. He 
reformed that Law which. ordered thoſe Curators 3 
Kall d Lætoriæ, 92 given to Minors only, in cafe Lt. | 
of Madneſs or ; Extravagancy. (which by the R. 
mans Were I e a mAx 5 Madneſs) and had 

them given to all 1 5 Without Exception. He 
modexated the publick Expences, and leſſened the 
Number of Shows and Sports; but, maintained t 
Streets and Ran at the publick Charge; and 
reſormed all the Abyſes of Sales and Ulary, He 
made ſevere Laws, to binder any Violence that 
might be done ta the Sanctity of Sepulchres; an 
likewiſe ordain d, That the Poor ſhould be buryd 
at tlie Charge of the Publick; The Poor had ne- 
yer, recourſe to him in vain; and he took ſuch 
Pleaſure-in rellexing chem, that, he looked upon ir 
as one of the greateſt, Happinelles of his Life, that 
he never wanted, Means to perform it.” Io put a 
Reſtraint upon the Luxury gt the City, he prohibt- | 
ted the Uſe of Litters and Chariars to all inferior 
. Perſons,” and endeavour d by all Methods co correct 
the Looſeneſs and Diſorders of Women and Loung 
People, without, knowing it was his own/ pri- 
vate Intereſt; for he was in great Meaſure igno- 
rant of the Wantonneſs and Irregularities of his 
[Empreſs Fauſting : But being once advis'd to divorce 
her for her ill Conduct, we are told, that he made 
Anſwer, H aue put ber away, we are oblig d. in Tuſtice 
10 quit the Empire, which was her Dowry ; But this is 
di 8 by ſome, as diſagreeahle to the Temper 
and Character of Antoninus. 5 . 


In the mean time the Marcomanni, who only 


$ 


deſigned to lay the Emperor aſleep by their Sub- 
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_.. make Advantage of his Abſence, all took up Arms G; 

Wich greater Fury than before. They were ſo the 
much the more formidable, becauſe they had © 

dra vn over to their Side all the Nations from I. iy 

| +... » Hricum; to the furtheſt Parts of Gaul. The Em- hat 
pPeror who faw his Army waſted by the Plague, py 

555 250 ſuch Loſſes they had ſuſtained in ſeveral En- En 
TCTounters, and the Treaſure entirely exhauſted by) 

ſo many Wars and Charges, found himſelf ſur-rou 
rounded with ſuch Difficulties, as he had never ex- nut 
petienced till that time. He was conſtrained to per 
remedy the firſt of theſe Misfortunes by liſting ine 

the Gladiators, the'Ban#itti of Dalmatia and Darda- i the 

Vio, and the Slaves, which had never been practis d, Bar 

but in the ſecond Puniek War; and the latter, by of 
Following the Examples of Nervs and Trajan, and neſ⸗ 
felling the Moveables belonging to the Empire. But 
The Romans, who had no Money to ſuccour their fate 
Prince, and ſecure themſelves in a juſt War, did fata 
nmot want it to purchaſe the rich Furniture of the lous 
Palace, ſuch as the Emperor's Jewels, his Pictures, ¶ Ene 
EE: his Tapeſtry; his Veſſels, and gold and filver Plate, toni 
bis Chryſtals, the Empreſs's rich Clothes, and the bein 

| Fearls, of which were vaſt quantities in Adrians Rive 
Cabinet; the Sale of all which continued two Slan 
Months, and raiſed ſo confiderable a Fund, that I poli; 
Antoninus had ſufficient Sums to defray all the left 
Expences of the War. At his Return he fignify'd | ſom 
it was his Pleaſure, that all ſhould reſtore them they 

at the ſame Price they had bought them, but us d the 

no Conſtraint to thoſe who deſired to keep them. 
Before his Departure he loſt his ſecond Son Ver 

_ "Ceſar, who dyd of an Impoſthume, when he 
Wouas ſeven Years of Age. He bore the Loſs with 
much Patience, and torbad that the Feaſts of 7. || N 
11 then a ſolemnizing ſhould be deferred by I « 
| © _"publick Mourning; contenting himfelf with — | 


fin 

Go 

the Sports there, and to have his Name inſerted in- 

to the Order of Saliant. Aﬀer which he diligent- 
ly apply'd himſelf ro the Affairs of the Publick,” 
haſtned his Recrujrs, begg'd the Gods Aſſiſtance 
by Prayers and Sacrifices and march'd againſt the 


This Expedition was longer and more dange» 
rous than any preceding; being attended with 
numerous Perils and various Succeſſes. The Em 
peror paſs'd the Danube by a Bridge of Boa 3 
ine Head of his Army attack d the Enemy, Zain d 
the Adyantages in ſeveral Encounters, burnt thei 
Barns and Houſes, and receiv'd ſeveral of the chief 
of their Allies, Who aſtoniſh'd with the ſudden- 
neſs of his Victories, came in ro ſubmit themſelves; 
But the moſt memorable Battel was towards the 


latter end of this War, which might have prov'd 


fatal to the Roman Empire, had not ſome miracu- 
lous Accidents interpos d. It was begun by the 
Enemies Slingers croſs a River, who brought Au- 
tminus himſelf” into ſome Danger 3 but the Romans. 
being rouz d by this Aﬀeont, furiouſly paſs'd the 

River, fell in with the Enemy, and made a great 
Slaughter. The Enemy timely retir'd with j. 4 | 
Policy, and rightly judging they ſhould be pA ud, 
lefr ſeveral Companies of Archers cover'd with 

ſome Horſe, to skirmiſn with the Romans, as tho 
they defign'd ro ſtop their Progreſs. ' Whereupon 


— 


the Romans advanc'd with more Bravery than 
Conduct, an uſual Thing after Suecebs, and brit. 
ly attack d theſe Archers; wha according to Or.. 


ders, immediatly fled, and cunningly drew the 
Whole Roman Army among delperate barren 
Mountains, where they were ſuddenly block'd up 
n every fide, But they not knowing their Dar- 
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ing Statues to his Son, and ordering his Image of © MM 
10 to be carry d in State into the Circus during e 
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7 26 Sg believing their Courage cou overcome 


al '1 Things, continu'd fight 1 Valliantly notwuith⸗ 
ſtanding the Diſad Advantage 


the place; which 


caus d more of them to be * than the. Enemy, 


| eee 


75 775 Vito Le 88 "0 Cn 


1 of Kain, 


they mull; 


F 40 5 King 


who. wou 'd not leave that to Chance which they 


expected from Delay, ſtanding only upon the De- 
fenſive. 


Reaſon of this, Conduct, till, the .exceflive' Heats 


The Romans cou'd not comprehend the 


between the Mountains, great Wearineſs, Wounds, 
and a violent Thirſt had en fly. diſheartned and 
confounded; them; at Which time they found, 
that they could neither fight nor retreat, and that 
either ſuffer themſelyves to be cut in 
Pieces, or become a Prey to their- barbarous Ene- 
mics. In this deplorable Ex Fenk Where Rage 
and Deſpair; Mere their chief Companions, Anto- 
ninus, more concern“ d at his Soldiers Faliſeries than 
his own, by through All their Ranks, and go vain 
d4t0. raiſe; their: Hopes by performin 

Sacrifces, 1 e they no longer now ;Copfided, 

When dhe 95 had exhauſted a all their. Stren th, 
they 7280 their, Ol, ready to, attack 


them in nd 5 ation either from their 
915 -OBrages,,. kom Fortune or cheir Gods no- 
th ing Was — 6 hut, Aroans and Lamentations, 
vor. notha 1485 15 che blackeſt Marks of the 


loladon.” But juſt as the, Army 
„ WE. 715 -afſar'd by the 

ie ſolemn Prayers oF the 
e the 1 of. the e 
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the Romans, ; at the ſame time diſcharg'd | à terrible f 


der agàinſt the Enemy. So that While the former 


refreſh'd” themſelves, and quench'd N their Thirſt, 


che latter were exccedingly ſcorch'd., and con- 


founded with the amazing Flames from Heaven, 


which: no Water could extinguiſh. The Romans 
recovering Strcingrhi and Coutage, and being now. 


rather 'enragd at the Affront they had receiv'd, 
than remembring the Danger they had eſcap'd. 


unanimouſly cut in Pieces all that reſiſted them, 


put the reſt ro flight 


* 


rio 


* 


* 


The Subſtance of this memorable Story is uni- 


verſally acknowledg d by the Pagan Writers; but 


out of Malice to the Chr;foans; they either aſcribe 
it to the Power/of Magick; or to the prevalency 


of rhe Emperor's'own Prayers. However Antoni 
nus became ſo ſcniible” ef a miraculous Aſſiſtance, 


that he immediately * relax'd the Perſecutian as | 
gainſt N the Chriſtians, i. which # had been Very ſevere 


or” abpur ſeven Tears and wrote to the Senate 


in favour of their Religion, and acknowledgi ng 


the greatneſs: of the Deliverance, order'd thoſe 10 


be puniſh'd with Death who accus' d the ChtifSans. 
The Roman Army upon this happy Victory, gave 


the Title o 


 Emperator to Autoninus, Which was now 


the ſeventh i Time 5 and the Em prefs: Fauſtina Was 
likewiſe” honour'd with the particular Title of Aa- 


— 


ter Caſtrbrum, or Mother of Armies. Notwithſtand- 


ing this great Advantage, the Barbarians continu'd 


the” War above a Year longer, with many violent 
Struggles and Conflicts; till finding themſelves un- 
able any longer to reſiſt a Commander who had 
conquer'd them as much by his merciful Behavi- 
ur, as his valiant Acts, ſept to offer him 0 


and took great Numbers of 
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the Sarmatians a 
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g Peace. For a good Space he was bu- 
ſily employd in this Negotiation, in anſwering 


their Ambaſſadors, and receiving ſeveral Kings 
ay him Homage. The King of 


if 


lone reſtor d him 100000 Captives 
that he had taken from the Roman Dominions; 


and deliver d up 8000 of his Soldiers, the greateſ 


TCeaſſius“ 
+> Rebellion. 


Part of whom were ſent againſt the Britains. The 
Emperor impos d Conditions upon - theſe People 
more or leſs ſevere, as he found their Inclina- 


tions to revolt, and all were ready to ſubmit ta 


what he was pleas d to command; ſo that the 


Lands of the Aarcumanni, the Jad, and the Sar 
matians had been reduc'd into Provinces of the 


Empire, had not the News of the Rebellion of 


Caſas, Who proclaim'd himſelf Emperor in Syria, 


came juſt in that Moment. The, Treaſon of f 
great a Commander as Caſſa much ſurpriz d the 
Emperor, and no leſs rais'd the Courages of the 


| Barbarians, ho beiog always more concern'd for 


their Liberties than their Words, oblig'd Anton, 


was to remit a great Part of the Impoſitions he had 
laid upon them, and to make new Treaties. of 


z 


er far leſs advantageous io the Empire than the 


Irmer. 123 


*--The Revolt and Progreſs of Caſſie daily fill'd the 


| Ears of the Citizens of; Rowe, Which caus d the 


Emperor to quicken his Pre} 


Teſſins was an eminent Commander in the Eaſt, 
and of 2 


- anoſt regular and ftrict Diſcipline; and finding his 
Soldiers inclinable ro ſupport his Pretenſions, he 


reſol vd to paſs for a Deſcendent of the ancient 


Caſſus, who conſpir'd againſt 8 Cæſar; and 


nike him ſirſt pretended to re · eſta 


ſh the Common- 


Wealth, ſaying, Les 'the Gade but favour the right 


wealth 
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parations againſt him. 


Side, and the Callit ſhall till reſtore the Common: 
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Far they" had depriv 


| 8 j ever be — 


wealth to ol its Authority. Aſterwards, partly by 
feign'd pretence of the Emperor's Death, and bare 
by 155 ubcle Inſinuations, he gathered ſo much 
Rel as in à ſhort time he brought under his 
Subjection all the Countries from Hyis to Mount 
Turm. Theſe Advantages and Succeſſes" appeared 


very dangerous to the Emperor, who ook his 3 


March towards him, told his 3 — 2 many 
other Things, That! be could freely 7 is Em- 
ire to Callius, if it ſhould be judged 1 lang” neceſ⸗ 
ſary for the Fublick Good; for it was for that alone 
that he ſuſtained ſo many dilly Toils and inceſſant La- 
boars. In the mean time Cafim, who well "knew 
that heinous Crimes muſt have a bold and ſpee peedy 
Execution, endeavoured to · draw Greece over to 


Side; but here he met with a deſerved Re 
which firſt turned the Scale of all his 000 F For- 
tune. The Emperor being fo univerſally belov d, 


after this he could not bring over any e 
ble City, or gain any to his Party, but ſuch as were 
_— ruined by their Debts and Vices: This bad 
Succeſs brought him into diſcredit with his own 
Soldiers, and at laſt having rather been Emperor in 


Imagination than Reality, he was ſlain three Months Hi: vel 


and fix Days after his Revolt. His Head was ſent to 
the Emperor, then at Frmiæ, who commanded it 
to be honourably buryd, and ſorrowfully declar' d, 
ed him of bis greateſt Pleaſure, 
which was to have given Caſſius hit Life, aui to have 
conquered his Ingratitude by his Generofity, © This Cle- 
mency was admired by ſome, and condemned” by 

others; and one took the Liberty of blaming 904 
openly, telling him, Thar Caſſius would not babe 


been ſo generous had be been Conqueror. The Empe- 


ror im medlaily reply d, We never 1 the God. 
0 il, or reigned ſo irregulaily, as to fear Caf 
After which he re- 

| * 
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IL Chap. II. Antoninus Philoſophus XVII. 5 
| proach them with the Misfortunes of their Family. 
The better to prevent ſuch Revolts for the Future, 
he ordain'd, That no perſon ſhould ever after 
e ae * dr Was born. In 
this great Journey the Empreſe Taaſtins was une . , p., 
pectedly ſeized with a violent Diſtemper, and a af 2 | 
at the Foot of Mount Taurut; 4 Woman whoſe na. 
looſe and wanton Life was an exceeding Scandal A. P. 
to her high Place and Dignity, and has been juſt- 176. 
ly branded by the Roman Hiſtorians. Let Antoninus, 
either from his Ignorance of her Crimes, or his 
Paſſion to her Perſon, "willingly admitted of thoſe 
great and unreaſonable Honours which the Senate, 
out of Complaiſance and Flattery, decreed to her 
Memory. And after the Example of his Predeceſ- 
ſor Antoninus Pius, he founded à Society of young IN 
Maids, whom he bred at his own' Expence, and 2 
call'd them Fauſtiniant; and likewiſe built a Tem 
ple to his Wife in the Town where ſne dyd. 
Which Femple had afterwards a remarkable 
Chance which became the Divinity that preſided 
there; it being conſecrated to Heliogabulus, WhO 
Waste true God of Imparn . 
After a full re- eſtabliſhment of Peace in the Eaſt, 
Antoninus began his Journey towards Rome; and 
arriving at Smyrna he made ſome conſiderable ſtay, 
and there conferr d many Favours. From thence | i 
be went to Athens in Greece, and being a Zealot 
in his Religion, was there initiated in the grand 
Myſteries of Ceres, call'd the Eleuſinian Myſteries, | 9 
which was the moſt ſacred and ſolemn of all the bl 
Pagan Devotions. © Here he did many Honours'ro 5 
the Inhabitants, and eſtabliſhed in their City Pro: | 
feſſors of all ſorts of Sciences, with 'munificent: 
Penſions; making them noble Preſents; and grant - 
ing them large Privileges and Immunities. Here 
he took Sea, and landing at Branduſum in — * 1 
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ag ds Coun- 
tenance either with Sorrow or Joy; following ex- 
actly the Precepts ot the Stoick Philoſophy. His 
chief Maſters were Apollonius of Chalcis, formerly 
mention d, | Sextus Cheronen/is, Grandſon to the Fa- 
mous Plutarch;, and Fronto, an excellent Orator in 
that declining Age of Learning; of all whom, 
and of other Learned Men, he was a great Incou- hy: 
raget. Beſides theſe, in his Reign, there flou- Þ 
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Chap. II. Antoninus Philoſophus: XVII. 335 
leius, an African, who ſufficiently diſcovers his, 
Country by the Harſhneſs'of his Stile; Philoſtratun 
a Sophiſt, who write that bold Legend of Apollo 
„ius Life; Hermogenes the Rhetorician ; and He- 
rodes Atticus and Atbenæus, Whole: learned Wri- 
tings are ſo highly valuꝰd by the Criticks. r | 
While Rome enjoy d the Preſence of her Empe- 
ror, and the Delights of that Peace which her La- 
bours had procur'd her, Smyrna was deſtroy'd by 
Fire, and an Earthquake, which bury'd the grea- 
reſt Part of the Inhabitants under the Ruines of 
the Houſes. Upon which Ariſtides, à noted Ora- 
tor in that City; wrote ſo moving a Letter to the 
Emperor, as the Sight of it drew Tears from him; 
and immediately he iſſu'd forth his Orders, eſta- 
bliſh'd ſuch Funds as were neceſſary, and commit 
ted it to a Senator's Care to fee ir rebuilt accord - 
ing to its former Magnificence. What the Empe- 
ror did for Smyrna, he had already done in ah, 
and likewiſe ſeveral other Cities which had felt 
the ſame Misfortune, as Cartbage, Epheſus, and 
Nicomedia. His Expences upon theſe Occaſions, 
the Prefents he beſtow'd on the People, and the 
many Taxes he remitted in his moſt preſſing Ne- 
cellities, are ſufficient to rake away that pretend 
ed Accuſation of his Avarice. He was indeed a a 
Yrovident: Man in his ordinary Expences, after the 
Example of his Father Antoninus, and manag'd his 
Revenues with great Care and Wiſdom; but 
hen the Glory of the State, or the Benefit of the 
people were concern'd, his Largeſſes went even to 
Prodigality, being perſwaded, that thoſe were the 
only Occaſions on which a Prince might be pro- 
fuſe, and that Covetouſneſs then is a dangerous 


Miſchief. He uſually faid, Tbat when: Subjects. ſee 


Prince liberal in Public, and à careful Manager in 
Private, they pen their Duties with mure- Savidfation. 
e MALT; th ye Tr res 


bur t0\themſelves; they might by his; AſiPance contin 


Vetauſe they are then conine'd,, that hit Riches are 
| he Souce of their Plenty; and Happineſs. It is cer- 
tain, that Rome had ſcarce ever an Emperor ſo aſſiſt- 
Ang in the Times of Neceſſity as Autoninut; and he 
Was the firſt that built a Temple to the Goddeſs 
that preſides over Benefits, which perhaps was the 
_ only Vertue which the Romans did not then adore, 
But the Introducing of this new: Worſhip. per- 
tain'd only to him who ſo perfectly knew all the 
Ceremonies and Cuſtoms of it, and practis d them 
— ier ß, 
The Emperor now declining in Years, was in 
When News was brought him of the Scyrhians an 
Northern Nations tak ing up Arms * and inv4- 
ding the Empire with great Succeſs. This obligd 
Antoninus to make ſpeedy Preparations, to Oppoſe 
them in perſon, as he always did; and going to the 
Senate, this was the firſt Time, he deſf d of them 
to have Money out of the publick Treafury. Tho 
this Money was in his own Power, if he would 
have us d his Authority; yet he openly declar'd to 
the Senate and People, That Emperor d v0 pri 
vate Propriety 10 any thing, | not ſo much as to tht 
Palace in which: they delt. After this he marry'd 
his 80n Commodus to Criſpina, the Daughter of Ber 
us Vale 2 Man of Conſular Dignity ; and the 
went to the Temple of Bellona, and per form d the 
ancient Ceremony of the Javalin, The Roman 
whoſe love to this Emperor daily encreas d, finding 
| him ready to expoſe imſelf in A dangerous Wat 
aſſembled themſelves; before his Palace, beſceching 
him, Nor to leave them till he bad given them ſom 
Preceptr for their: Conduct, that if the. Gods ſhould tak 
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their good Diſpoſitions, ſpent three whole days in 
explaining to them the greateſt Difficulties in Mo- 
rality, and in giving them ſhort Maxims, by which 
they might regulate their Actions. Shortly after 
he march'd his Army towards the Enemy, with 
his Son Commodus, and gain'd great Advantages; 
but the Particulars of theſe laſt Campaigns are in 
a great meaſure loſt. We can only tay, That this 
War had not fewer Difficulties than the former; 
That Antoninus fought ſeveral bloody Battels, where 
BK the Victories were always owing to his Prudence, 
as in and his Example of Bravery; That he was al- 
ours ways at the Head of his Men, in Places moſt expos'd 
; and to Danger; That he built ſeveral Forts, Which 
inna: he ſtrongly Garriſon'd, and kept their Country in 0 
liga Awe ; and that going to open the third Campaign, J 
ppoſe in which he expected to compleat the War, he was 
ro the ſeiz'd at Vienna with a Fever, which pur a Period to 
them] all his Attempts. . ee eee 
Tho In this laſt Sickneſs this wiſe Emperor made it 
appear, that thoſe Truths of which he always 
made Profeſſion, were ſo 3 engraven on his 
Heart, that nothing could efface them. But tho 
his Submiſſion to the Orders of Providence made 
him eaſie and willing to meet Death; yet the | 
tender Love and Care he had for his People; fill'd 4 
his Mind with Fear and Bitterneſs. He ſaw his 4 
Conqueſts in the North unſettled, his Enemies ſtil! 
wich their Swords in their Hands, and the People 
ing inclinable to revolt; but above all, the Youth anßd 
Unſteadineſs of his Son and Succeſſor, which laid = 
echingl him open to the Infinite Temptations, and fatal | 
an Charms of boundleſs Authority, prov'd a ſevere 
Rack to his Thoughts. This was his greateſt con- 
continu cern, for he began to perceive his Inclinations, and 
had, „ 


EE 


4% le told ſome of his Friends, That be fear d, that the 
to ſe Roman Empire would not be large — to contain 
theiſ % Vices. Struggling with theſe Difficulties, and 
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333 I e Roman Hiſtory. Book II. 
8 fluctuating between Hope and Fear, as his Deat 
approach d, he commanded that his principal 
Friends and Officers ſhould be brought to him; 
and upon their gathering about his Bed, he took 
his Son Commodus by the Hand, then faintly riſing 
up, ſpoke to the Company to this effect: You ſee be- 
fore your Eyes my Som and Succeſſor, who having ſcarte 
enter d the World, as in a tempeſtuous Ocean, wants the 
Directions of wiſe Governours to ſecure him from the 
Violence of Youthful Paſſions, which, like furious Storms 
me) driue him into the moſt fatal Calamities. T here 
fore inſtead of one Father, whom- be muſt ſhortly loſe, 
let him find many in you, to ſupport” his Youth, and to 
add ſuch Inſtructions as are moſt beneficial to Him 
and the Publick. But more particularly make him 
ſenſible, 'That not all tbe Riches and Honours in the 

© Univerſe, are ſufficient to ſatisfie the Luxury and Am- 

* bition of Tyrants; nor are the ſtrongeſ> Guards and 
Armies able to defend them from the Hatred and 
* Tnjults of their Subjects. Let him be aſſur d, That 
no cruel and tyraunical Princes ever enjoy long and 
© peaceable Reigns, but only ſuch who by their Mild- 
© meſs. aud Clemency gain the Hearts of their People. 
Zell him continually, That it is not they who ſerve 
out of Conſtraint, but | ſuch as obey voluntarily, who 
continue Faithful in all Tryals, and are free from 
* either Flartery or Treachery ; and let bim know, That 

© Theſe are the only Perſons ho never fall into Diſ+ 
Tr obedience, at leaſt till they are forc d to it b | ſevere 
Vage. At the ſame time do not fail to ſet before 
bin., 'How exceeding Difficult, and yet how highly | 
Neceſſary it is for thoſe Princes to ſet Bounds to their 

*. Paſſcons, that have none to their Powers, If you in- 
ſtrut him in theſe Truths, and inceſſantly cauſe him to 
recollect what he har beard ; beſides the Satisfattion of 
Forming à good Prince fon your ſelves and the 2vhole Em- 
pire, you ill bade the Comfort of paying to my Me- 
nom the nobleſt of all your Service, ſince by that 
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4 after the laſt of the Twelve Cz/ars. 


Antoninus Philoſophus XVII.*359 
means you will render it Immortal. As he was ſpeak- The Death 
ing theſe laſt Words, he was ſeiz' d with a Weak- np 
nels, which took away the Uſe of his Voice, and jopphus, 
brought him to his End the next Day. e 
Thus dy'd Antoninus Philoſophus, Or Marcus Au- 

relius, the Seventeenth Emperor of Nome, in the 

fifty ninth Year of his Age, after a laborious and 
triumphant Reign of nineteen Years, nine with his 
Brother, and ten by himſelf; a Prince of a moſt 

ſolid Underſtanding, and profound Wiſdom, of 

moſt ſtrict Virtues, and rigid Morals; yet not free 


from ſuch a Superſtition as caus d great Injuſitice 


to Chriſtianity, which is above the Reach of the 
moſt ſublinie Pagan Philoſopher. But his Name 
will ever be plac'd in the Records of Fame; a- 
mong the beſt of the Heathen Princes, for his nu- 
merous Vertues, and worthy Acts he did for the 
good of his Country and Subjects; moſt of which 
may ſerve for noble Patterns to Chriſtian Princes. 
His Death was infinitely regretted according to his 
Merits ; and there was a general Affliction through- 
out-the Army and all the Provinces ; and it feem'd 
as though the whole Glory and Profperity of the 
Empire all dy'd with Antoninus. The Senate and 


people adored him before the Solemnization of his 


Funeral; and as if it had been an inconfiderable 
Thing to ere& him a Golden Statue in the Fulian 
Chamber, and to decree him all divine Honours, 
they declared ſuch Perſons to be Sacrilegious Woo 
had not in their Houſes ſome Picture or Statue af 
Antoninus. His Death happen'd in the 932 Year © 

of the City, 204 Years after the Settlement of the 
Empire by Auguſtus, 180 after our Saviour's Na- 

navity, 109 after the Deſtruction of Feraſalem, and 
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From the Death of ANTONINUsS PHILOSOPHUS, 
8 the Death of PERTINAx the Nineteenth 


Emperor; when the Empire became exposd 
t Sale by the Sollierrn. 


„„ .o. 1. D OME for the ſpace of Eighty four Years 

| Ore Oe R had the great Boa — enjoying five 
good Emperors ſucceſſively, who made it their 

main Concern to ſupport its Grandeur, to en- 

creaſe its Riches, and to eſtabliſh its future Felici- 

ty ; but Providence now thought fit to alter this 

long Courſe of Proſperity, and permit that exalted 
City which had fo often triumphed over the reſt 

of the World, to be again. inſulted by its own 
Princes, which, together with ſome other Acci- 

| dents, produc'd ſuch Corruptions and Diſtractions 

© as ſoon caus'd the Declination, and afterwards the 

Ruine of the Roman Empire. Some of theſe Mi- 
Chiefs appeared not long after the Death of Antoni- 

nus Philoſopbus, for whole ſake his Son Commodus 

Commo. Was without Contradiction received and acknow- 
dus made ledged as Emperor, firſt by the Army, then by the 
Emperor. Senate and People, and ſhortly after by all the Pro- 
vinces. Commodus was more noble by Deſcent than 
any of the former Emperors, being the firſt Emperor 

that was born in his Father's Reign, and the ſecond 

j that ſucceeded his own Father in the Government; 
= © . Though ſome Authors believe him to have been 3 
| _ ſpurious Iſſue, and begotten by a Gladiator, being 
confirm d in this Opinion by the wanton e. 
9 Mo "TRE le 
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Chapt, COMMODUS XVII. 34k. | 
of his Mother Fanſtina. He was about 19 Years f 
Age when he entered upon the Empire; being a 
Prince of great Comelinels and Perfectians of Body, 


and for his Father's fake intirely beloved, tho? he 


had already given ſome remarkable Inſtances of his 


Vices and Cruelty. © _ 


Some few Days after his Father's Death, Com-. 
modus came to the Camp where the Army lay, 


accompany'd with the principal of the Roman No- 


bility; and made a plauſible and popular Speech 
to the Soldiers, giving them great Hopes of his 
juſt and regular Government, and likewiſe be- 


Rowing ſuch Donatives as was uſual for new- 


created Emperors. He continued for ſome ſpace, 
according to the Promiſes he had made, and was 


willingly governed by the wiſe Directions of his 


Father 's Friends; but being obnoxious to all kinds 
of Flatteries, by reaſon of his Youth , he foon 


hearkened to their infectious Diſcourſes, agreed 


to their deſigning Counſels, and reſolved to leave 
the Wars and return to the Pleaſures of Rome, not- 
withſtanding all the juſt Arguments and perſua- 
ſions of his Brother- in- law Pompeianus, and other 
worthy Men, who unanimouſly adviſed him to fee 


an end of this War himſelf. With this Reſolu- 


tion the young Emperor wrote to Rome thortly = 
after, advertizing the Senate of his coming; and 
for a preſent Eaſe and Security, he made a very 
diſhonourable Peace with the Enemy, which his 


Father had almoſt reduced to an. intire Obedi- 
ence, purchaſing it with Money, as Herodian, aſ- 


ſures us, tho' Eutropia intimates fome Advantages = 
firſt gained. Then leaving a conſiderable Force on 


the Frontiers, he ſet forwards towards Rome; and 


in all the Cities through which he paſſed, he was 
received with incredible Joy and Solemnity, up- 


on the Account of his Father's Worth, and the 


Hopes they had conceived of his happy Reign, 


£3 


So 
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not knowing his vicious Temper. and Inclinations, di 
At his Entrance into Rome he was received with lu 
excxeding Tranſports, Applauſes, and Bleſſings. by L. 
all Men, who ſtrewed the Ways where he paſſed Ye 
Wich all kinds of Flowers and Ornaments, ſhewing ab 
all poilible Demonſtrations of Joy, and aſſuring Jax 
themſelves. of a good and worthy Prince from I} © 
the Son and Grandſon of two ſuch Emperors H. 
as Antoninus Philoſopbus and Antoninus Pius. But he 10 
ſoon gave them an Occaſion to change their 140 
good Opir ions of him, by his abominable Life. for 
and Practices; and of his whole Reign, Authors 0 
have given us an Account of ſcarce any thing but 
a black Train of horrid. Enormities and Extrava- 
gancics, many of which cannot well be related, 
without receding from the juſt Method and Rules 
of Hiſtory. %%% nd GH ole” 
Commodus for ſame Space hearkened to his Fa- 
ther's Friends; but being excited by the Levity 
of his Temper, and corrupted by the Example 
of his Companions, he in a ſhort time gave him- 
ſelf over to all kinds of mean and extravagant 
Practices; regarding neither the Honour of his 
Family nor the Dignity of his Office. He open» 
ly manifeſted his Lewdneſs and Incontinence, and K 
ſpent a conſiderable part of his Time in going 
With his Aſſociates to publick Taverns and Infa- 
mous Houſes, waſting whole Days and Nights 
in Feaſtings, -Banquetings, Bathings, and moſt, abo- I? 
minable Luxury. His natural Ingontinence was 
incredibly inflamed with divers kinds of Oynt- dem 
ments, Which he firſt us d to... preſerve, himſelf I! 
againſt a Peſtilence in Leh; and theſe, together Rear 
With bis boundleſs Inclinations, raiſed ſuch In- 
ſatiable Heats, that he kept three Hundred Fe- erde 
wales, and as many Males for deteſtable Uſes, tee, 
and, like Coligals, commanded Women to be En >< 
Joy'd in his. feht, and committed Inceſt, as he 
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1; I Chap. Il. COM MODU'S XVII. 343 
ns, did, with all his Siſters; exceeding him in pol- 
ith ! luting the Temples with Whoredoms and Blood :, 

by Lewdneſſes which ought. to be cautiouſly recited, 


yet not wholly paſsd over. He ſometimes went: 

about the Markets with {mall Wares like a Ped-, 

lar; ſometimes he was a Horſe- Courſer, and other- 
times he drove his own. Chariot in his Servant's. 

Habit. He eat and drank with Gladiators, pimp'd 
to common Strumpets, and appear'd to be born 
rather for the moſt vile and infamous Ules, than 
for the Government of the World. His moſt in- 
nocent Recreation and Diverſion, was his Shoots, 
ing and Hurling of Darts; in which and the like 
Exerciſes he was expert almoſt beyond all Exam 


ed, ple and Belief; and of thefe QWalities all Writers 
have taken notice, as, well as thoſe of Domitian.. 
Ar a particular Feſtival, when great Numbers of | 
wild Beaſts were appointed to be baited and en- e 
counter'd, he commanded a. Gallery to be made 
round. the Amphitheatre, where, he could move 
freely and ſecutely; and running with extraordi- 
nary, Agility and Dextericy, he kill d moſt of the 
Staggs..and Harts that were let looſe, never miſ- 
lng his Aim, whether it was in the Hart, Head, 
or any other part, his Darts always carrying Death, 
along with them. At another Feſtival he fill'd: 
2 Hundred: Lions that were let looſe in the Am- 
phitheatre; and frequently did the ſame to Ti- 
gers, Panthers, Ounces, and other fierce Beaſts, 
lometimes by that means delivering the con- 
demn'd Aſſailants, who were ready to be torn; 
in pieces. His admirable Skill in his Bow .ap- 
pear d from his killing ſuch Numbers of Birds 
lying in the Air; and more particularly having 
order d a Hundred More/co Oſtriches to be ſet 
Itree, he cut off all their Heads in the midſt of 
their ſwifteſt Motion, by his Arrows headed in 
the ſhape of an Half. Moon. Which Inſtances. 
F 4188 may 
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obſerved this piece of Policy, that he uſually 


De Reman Hiſtory, Book II. 


many ſhew, that this Emperor wanted neither Parts 


nor Abilities to have produced the greateſt and 


nobleſt Actions, and to have made his Subjects as 
happy as any of his Predeceſſors. But he was 
Wolly regardleſs of his People's Good; and was 
ſo careleſs and ee in the moſt ſerious Matters, 
that he wrote nothin 
of his Letters; at the ſame time was ſo ſerious in 


more than Vale in many 


fight and ſhameful Matters, that he caus'd to be 


regiſtred how often he frequented the Fencing- 


School, with all his Cruelties and Impurities. As 


to his Exerciſes, Lampridius tells us, That he en- 


counter'd the Gladiators 735 times, whereof 365 
were in his Fathers Reign 


1 


As corrupt Princes generally promote ſuch as 


are moſt conformable ro their” Tempers, fo did 


Commodus, who generally choſe thoſe for his Go- 


vernors of Provinces and Cities as were Compa- 


re- 
egi 


nions in his Vices and Extravagancies; all he 
| 


tain'd their Children as Pledges of their A 


 _ ance and Fidelity. He frequently ſold the Go- 
vernments of Provinces, part of the Money go- 


ing to thoſe who procur d him Purchaſers, and the 
other part to himſelf. He was ſo much addicted 
to Voluptuouſneſs, that he ſcarce took any Care 


about the Government, leaving all to the Diſpoſal 
_ of a particular Favourite call'd Perennius, whom he 
after wards made Captain of the Prætorian Cohorts, 


a Perfon no lefs notorious for his Avarice and 


_ Cruelty, than eminent for his Valour and Hardi- 
neſs. During the Time of this Man's Authority, 
many unjuſt Confiſcations and Seizures were made, 
and many horrible Cruelties committed; which gave 
an occaſion to many confiderable Perſons to form 
2 Conſpiracy againſt Commodus, among whom his 
Siſter Lucia, Who envying the Greatneſs of the 
Empreſs Criſpina, became Aſſociate, together with 


her 


a — 


cution was given to a Perſon call'd” Quintianut, 


rators to ſecond and aſſiſt him. But this op 


audacious manner of Proceeding fruſtrated the De- 


tho ſome ſay to Pompeianus himſelf, who was firſt 
ro ſtrike the Emperor, and the reſt of the Conſpi- 


and 


Chap. Ill. COMMODUS XVIII. 345 
her Husband Pompeianus. The manner of this Con- 
ſpiracy being determin d, the Charge of the Exe- 


ſign; for having had ſufficient Opportunity of diſ- | 


patching him, 


e inſultingly held up his Dagger 


towards Commodus, ſay ing, The Senate ſends thee this, 
which gave ſome of the Guards time to ſeize 


kim, before he could ſtrike the fatal Blow. This 5 
caus d the Diſcovery of all his Accomplices, and 


Lucilla, Pompeianus Quintianus, Duadratus, 


the reſt of the Conſpirators were executed, be- 
ſides many other Perſons wholly innocent. for 


and 


thoſe Words concerning the Senate, fo indiſcreetly 
utter'd, caus d Commodus to have an exceeding Jea- 


louſie and Suſpicion of all the Fathers, which ad- | 


vantage Perennius took, and caus'd many Senators, 


and à great Number of the Nobility to be put to 
Death, and their Eſtates ſeiz d on, by procuring 
Falſe-witnefſes to accuſe them. By which Pra- 


ctices Perennius became exceeding rich and power- 


ful; and well knowing the exceſſive Luxury and 


Neglect of Commodut, he began to endeavour to 
ain the Empire to himſelf, and had made ſome 


ucceſsful Progreſs in that great Attempt”: 
his Deſigns ſoon became apparent to all Men, 


the multitude of Accuſations againſt him at laſt, 


But 


and 


rouz'd the Emperor from his Lethargy and Blind- 
neſs, ſo that both he and his Sons, whom he hae 


o 


lanies. 


After the Death of Perennius the Emperor 
dertook to repeal many Things that were done 


by him; but continu d not long in thar Regu 


ſent into Illyricum, to draw the Legions to revolt, 
receiv'd the juſt Reward for their numerous Vil- 


un- 


lati- 


on, 
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on, purſuing his Pleaſures, and ſuffering himſelf. II 
to be govern'd. by another Favourite call'd Clean- na 
der, a Perſon who for Cruelries, Rapines and Bri- fa 
beries, exceeded Peremius. He nominated twenty WW, 
five Conſuls for one Lear, a thing wholly new. Ni 
and ſurprizing to the City, and chang d the Præ. all 
torian Prefects daily and hourly; Martiu. Quar- M. 
rizs holding the Place only five Days, Niger but Win; 
fx Hours. Theſe and many other Irregularities, his 
occaſion d new Plots and Conſpiracies againſt the 
Emperar's Perſon, particularly one Adaternus, who 
practiſing; all kinds of Robberies, gather'd roge- 
ther great Numbers of Banditti and Strangers,” and 
making himſelf Commander of a conſiderable Ar- 
my, Waſted Gaul and Spain, and being thence re- 
pelbd, reſolv d to attempt the Empire it ſelf... But 
having no hopes of attaining it by Force, be- 
cauſe of the People and the Prætorian Cohorts, he 
betook himſelf to Stratagems; and taking advan- 
rage from the annual Solemnity kept in Honour of 
the Mother of their Gods, wherein it was lawful 
for Soldiers or any others to imitate Magiſtrates 
or their | Officers, he ſent : {ome f of his N Soldiers 
privately arm d to mix themſelves with the Em- 
2 'S Guards, and there to aſſaſſinate him. But 
us own, Party, in hopes of advantage, . betray'd 
him, and be and many others were executed. 
Not long after ſucceeded, a dreadful peſtilence, 
accompany d with a, Famine ;. in Which, and at 
many other times, Cleauder s Carriage and Beha- 
viour became ſo inſupportable to the People of 
Rome, that they unanimoully took up Arms, and 
in a Tumult march'd to a; Houſe of Pleaſure in 
Rome, where; the Emperor was, and requir d to 
have Cleander's Head. And notwithſtanding the 
Emperor's; Guards began to make ſome Reſiſtance, 
yet at length the Torrent became fo, violent and 
that Cemmodus Was gonſtrain d to de- 


rer n up, thougb extreamly againſt his Incli- 
ain. This Tumult being appeas d, which Com- 
modus durſt not puniſh. he was ſo incenſed, and 
withal ſo ſuſpicious of all Men, that he caſt off 
all Care of State-Affairs, giving ear to every 


di 


innocent Perſons. Within a while, accc 


Julian, and after wards another call'd Regilius. 
likewiſe many others that ſucceeded! them; No 
but being ruled by looſe and diſſolute Perſons, 
Cruelties, 7 


In — 1 Emn WP 
any of his Predeceſſors, as appears from the Death 


Fouſtina, und great Numbers of the moſt illuſtri- 
ous of the Roman Nobility. He executed many 
innocent Perſons 
yy, permitting Offenders and Criminals to 


dus for a certain Sum of Money, he was allowed 


eha- y for reading the Life of Caligula in Sweronins, 
> of Fecauſe he had the ſame Birth- Day himſelf; and 


| commanded another to be thrown into 4 burning 
en furnace, for accidentally heating his Bath too 
1 10. warm. We are told ſeveral Inſtances” of his Cru- 


the felties very odd and monſtrous; particularly he cut 
nce, n fat Man off at the middle 'of his Belly, only 


and that he might fee his Entrails drop out * 
des fe An * ee _ n ee 


Malicious Informer, to the Deſtruction of — 4 


his accuſtomed manner, he ſuffered himſelf to be | 
abus d by another Favourite, whoſe Name was 


boch whom he caus'd to be put to Death, and 
perſons of Worth were admitted into his Preſence, 
he fell into the: 9 * . e of Vices and p 
was as enerbiünr 0 


of his Wife Criſpina, bis Father's Couſin German 


inſtead of others Who were gui © © 


for Money; and if any Perſon deſired to be re- 
ſenged of an Enemy, by bargaining with Comme 
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nations; and thus Cleander and his two Sons were 


o inflict! Death, or any other puniſhment. He 
— A Perſon: to be caſt to wild Beaſts, on- 


W 


88. 
long after another Fire broke out, in which the 


S ound, which Accident as the People accounted 
it an ill Omen, ſo they laid the Guilt u 


-  Vagangies,. ſo as to reject his Father's Name, ane 


TLTuſcinii, whom he had deprived of a Foot or an 
Eye. He cauſed the Prieſts of 7/5 to beat their 
Breaſts with Pine-Apples, to the Danger of their 
Bodies; charged Bellonas Worſhippers to cut of 
their Arm in reality; and ſtained the Service of 
MMithras with real Homicide. He imitated Chy: 

_ xurgions in letting Blood, and Barbers in Trim. 
ming, under which Pretence he cut off Ears and 
Noſes: Wherefore his Jealouſie of all Men wa; 
ſuch, that he was obliged to be his own Barber, 
Thus can monſtrous Tyrants play with the Tor 
ments and Blood of their Fellow- Creatures: But 
in the mid{tof all his various Cruelties, the Chr. 
ſtiant happily eſcaped Perſecution, and had a gres- 
ter breathing - time than in any of the latter 
Reigns; and Dion tells us this was by the Media- 
tion of this Emperor's beloved Concubine Marcia 
who favoured their Doctrine. We hear of ſcarce 
any Martyrs in his Reign, beſides Apollonius a No- 
ble Man of Rome and a Senator, who pleading his 
own and the Chriſtians Cauſe in open Senate, wa 


and particularly the famous Libraries; which had 


well knowing his ill Practices, which he ſeldom 


| Exceſs and Luxu ry, and all Kinds of ſenſeleſ 
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executed, and likewiſe: his Accuſer. This hap- 
pen d in the eighth Year of this Reign; in the fol- 

wing Year the Capitol was burnt by Lightning, 
which likewiſe deſtroyed the adjacent Buildings, 


coſt the Antients ſo much care to collect. Noi 


Temple of ow the Palace, and à confiderabl: 
Part of the City were unhappily burnt to the 
pon him 
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This Emperor now wallowing in all Kinds o 


Fooleries, he fell into new and unheard of Extra-] 
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Chap. III. COM MODUS XVIII. 
inſtead of Commodus the Son of Antoninut, he com- 
manded himſelf to be ſtiled Hercules the Son of Fu- 
piter; and accordingly he forſook the Roman and 


———— An ow — 


5 


Imperial Habit, and in a ridiculous manner clad | 
himſelf in a Lion's Skin, and carry*d about a great 


Club in his Hand. With this ſtrange Habit he 
appear d in all Places, ſo that he became the Deri- 
ſion of ſome, and caus d the Indignation of others: 
And that he might throughly imitate Heroules in 
deſtroying of Giants and Monſters, he gathered to- 
gether all the poor ſick Men and Cripples of Rome; 


then ordering ſomewhat to be ty'd to their Knees, 


like the Feet of Dragons, ſuch as the Poets feigned 


the Giants to have had, he gave them Sponges to 
throw at him inſtead of Stones, and fell furiouſly 
among em, and killed them all with his Club, as 


Dion aſſures us. He not only aſſumed the Habit 
of Hercules, but afterwards he took upon him that 
of an Amazon Woman, which was moſt correſpon» 


dent to that of his Life and Actions; and this 


he did in Honour of his principal Concubine Mar- 
cia, whoſe Picture he publickly wore upon that 


Habit. So to the former Title of Hercules, he ad- 
ded Amazonian and Conqueror; Rome he ſtiled In- 
mortal and Fortunate; and the World, his Colony. 


He commanded many Statues of himſelf to be 


erected throughout the City, and one before the 


Senate-Houſe, in form of an Archer ready to 


ſhoot ; that his very Images might ſtrike Terror 
into the Beholders. He likewiſe cauſed the Head 
of a vaſt Coloſſus to be taken off, and that of his 5 


own Statue, which bore no Proportion to it, to 


be placed in the room of it E as his Pride was 


without Bounds, ſo he cauſed the Months Auguſt 
and September, to be called Commodus and Hereu- 


let; and gave Names to the other Months, which 
were obſerved no longer than: he reigned. He ſo 


much affected Applauſes and magnificent Titles, * | 


3 


4 
; 
| 


prraror "Ceſar, Taeius, line, Aurelius, Commodu, f ar 
Antoninus, Auguſtus, Pius, Felix, ' Sarmaticus, Ger. A 
manicus, Maiminus, Britannious, Pacator Orbis Ter- m 
 farum, Invidtus, Romanus Hercules, Pontifex" Maximus, Cc 
fate XVII. Tmperator, VIII. Conſul VII. an 


 Tribwnitia Poteſs 
During the time oftheſe numerous Irregularities 2 
in the City, Ulpius Marcellus the Emperor's: Lieu- th. 
tenant in Britain, was very ſucceſsfub in compoſing N 
the Diſturbances in thoſe Parts; and after many nu 
excellent Services, was ungratefully removed and ig 
diſcharged by this Tyrant. Some other Lieutenant die 
were fortunate againſt the Moors and Dacians, and 
in ſaving Pannonia and Germany from being ton Be 
from rhe Empire by their on Inhabitants; But Be 
of theſe Actions we have no particular Account but 
in the Roman Authors; we have only an imme- he 
thodical Narration of the Enormities and Extra- WI 
vagancies of this Emperor, which continually en- by 
crecas d and abounded with his Years. One Day Ma 
at a publick Solemnity, fancying himſelf derided I finc 
by the People, his impious Rage fo far tranſported eO 
him as he gave Orders to maſſacre all the Multi- Da 
tude then preſent, and to burn the City; which 
had been executed, but his Captain of the Guards I clu. 
deterred him from it. He became now ſo mad, N Wh. 
as he reſolved to forfake his Palace, and live in N. 
aà Fencing- School; and being at laſt weary of the a hi 
Name of Hercules, he afſumed the Name of a fa- © au 
- mous Gladiator deceas d. His Actions now ren- allo 
_ derd him odious and inſupportable to the State, afte 
and likewiſe ridiculous and contemptible to the che 
People. At length at the Feaſt of Janus, reſolving Bot 
to itlue out of the Fencing- School, not as Empe- £701! 
ror, but as a common Gladiator to fence naked be- ung 
fore the People, it haſtened and procured his End. 
For this ſtrange Reſolution being known to * med 
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Chap. III. COMMODUS XVII. 358 
Friends, his beloved Marcia, his General Lr, 
and his Chamberlain Electus, endeavonr'd by all 
Arguments and Entreaties, to divert him from ſo 
mean and diſhonourable a Deſign. But being in- 
cens'd with them, he commanded them to depart, 
and retiring into his Bed-chamber at Noon, to re- 
zoſe himſelf according to his Cuſtom, where in 
2 Roll or Book, he wrote down the Names of 
theſe three Perſons, dooming them to Death that 
Night. After theſe follow'd the Names of a great 
number of Senators, the Eſtates of whom he de- 
fign'd to diſtribute among the Gladiators and Sol- 
diers, to purchaſe Mirth and Jollity from the for- 
mer, and Defence and Security from the latter. 
Being thus finiſh'd, he laid the Writing upon his 
Bed, not ſuſpecting any durſt enter his Chamber; 
but a little Boy, whom he paſſionately lov'd, while 


he was bathing himſelf, innocently took up the 


Writing to play with; and going forth, was met 
by Marcia, who took it from him, believing it a 
Matter of another Nature. Viewing of it, and 
finding the fatal Contents, ſhe immediately dif- 
cover d to Lætus and EleFus the greatneſs of their 
Danger, who readily refolv'd to purchaſe their 
own Security by the Tyrant's Death, and con- 


cluded it-moſt proper to difpatch him by Popfon, F 


which was ſpeedily adminiſtred by the Hands f 
Marcia her ſelf. This immediately caſt him into 
a heavy Slumber ;” and Marcia to conceal the Fact, 
caus'd the Company to retire, under pretence of . 
allowing him Reſt ; but finding him awake foon - 


ren- 
State, after, and taken with a violent Vomiting, ſhe and 
» the the reſt of the Conſpirators, greatly tearing he 
wing mould caſt up his Poyſon, haſtily calFd in a-ſtour _ 
mpe- Houng Man, call'd Narciſſus, ſhewing him the Wri- 

4 be- fliing, and his own Name among the reſt, making The Dearh 
End. Flfo large Promiſes of Rewards it he would im- 2 En 

> his Imediately diſpatch him, Narciſſas boldly under FIN | 
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took it, and fo this wretched Monſter vomiting, 
and grievouſly tormented with Poyſon, was ftran- 
.gled and ſlain by his neareſt Friends. This was the 
miſerable End of Commodus the eighteenth Emperor 
of Rome, in the thirty firſt Year of his Age, after 
> . Reign of twelve Years, nine Months, 
and fourteen Days; a Prince, as Lampridius fays, 
'._ who liv'd only for his Subjects Miſchief, and his own 
Shame; 3 as he moſt reſembled Domitian in his 
-_ ___ -Life and Actions, ſo likewiſe in his violent Death, 
Which a bloody Tyrant ſeldom or never miſſes, In 
- him the Alian together with the Aurelian Family 
were extinguiſhed, as the Julian was in Nero, and 
the Veſpaſian in Domitian; and all three by Mon- 
ſters of Mankind. His Death happened U. C. 945. 
A. D. 192. And after this the Roman Empire, through 
his means, was involy'd in greater Miſeries and Af. 


flictions than ever it was before, _ 


II. The Conſpirators perform'd their fatal Buſi- 
neſs with all imaginable Secrecy and Expedition; 
and immediately convey'd the dead Body con- 
fuſedly wrapt up in mean Clothes through the 
Guards, moſt of which were either ſleeping or 
drunk. And tho' they aim'd only at their own 
Safety, not Sovereignty, yet they took care to 
provide a Succeſſor before his Death ſhould be re- 
veal'd, therefore the fame Night they all ſpeedily 
repair d to the Houſe of Helvius Pertinax, a re- 
nmovn' d Perſon, who by his Merits alone had raisd 
himſelf co the higheſt Dignities; but had now 
retir'd himſelf, every Day expecting to fall a Sacri- 
ice to the Tyrant's Humours. This valiant Man 
being aſleep in his Bed, at Midnight was rous'd 
with the haſty Entrance of Lætu and others, with 
ſeveral Soldiers, which confirm'd his former Sul- 
picions, and now aſſur'd himſelf of nothing but 
Death by the Commands of Commodus; and re- 


Dignity. Pertinax, 


La publick Odium. EDT ew TS 
:. Theſe Ceremonies being ſpeedily. finiſh'd, and 
the Day approaching, the Soldiers brought him in- 
10 the City, where they found the People tumul- 
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ſolvi 
and 


n 'S to ſuffer all Misfortunes with the Patience 


9 
7 


o 


they io Peer offer tbe Empire to Him, as. the 


only Perſon in the 055 that was worthy of ſo bigb a 
ſtill more confounded, was in 


fear of ſome further Treachery; but the Matter be- 


ing declar d to him as large, and the real Induce- 
ments they had to aſſaſſinate the Emperor, he ac- 
cepted of their Offer; and was immediately carry d 
by them to the Camp of the Prætorian Cohorts: 
Where the Soldiers being aſſembled, Lætus their 


Captain made a ſet Speech to them, Mani ffeſting 


the horrible Vices and Enormities of Commodus, , 
reaſon of his N and Exceſs, was now dead 

of an - Apoplexy; and enumerating the many Vertues 
and Excellencies. of Pertinax, incited them to make 
him Emperor, as the moſt worthy. ſurviving Per- 
en. The Soldiers, . believing the Death of Com- 

modus to be natural and accidental, readily com- 


ply'd,, made Pertinax Emperor, call'd him Auguſtus, 


and took their Oaths ro him as the Cuſtom was. 


But Pertinax accepted of all theſe Honours with 


Unwillingneſs and Concern ; for he found he was 
to ſucceed a Tyrant, who by his Diſorders had fo 
$ impoveriſhed the State, and render'd the Prætorian 
Soldiers ſo extreamly licentious, that he could not 


poſlibly uſe neceſſary Remedies without incurring 


e — 


| ourage of a Roman, he laid unmoved, and 
Without any ſhew of Fear, told Lætus, That for ma- 
"my Days he had expected to end his Life in this Man- 
ner, marvelling that the Emperor bad deferr'd it ſo © 
long; therefore he bad him, Strike. without any fur 
"ther Delays. Lætm, almoſt as much ſurpriz d as 
5 Pertina x, perſwaded him to Lay aſide all Fear and 
__ $/:co, ſince the Tyrant Commodus was dead, and 
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„ The Roman Hiſtory. Book II. 
tuoully running about the Streets, crying and cal- 
ing to one another, with. all the imaginable Tokens 
of Joy and Satisfaction; ſome haſtning to the 
- ___ Temples to return Thanks to their Gods for the 


great Benefit of removing ſuch a Tyrant. as Com- W. 

mmnmodus, and others to the Palace to be aſſured of of 
I the Truth, and to view his dead Carcaſs. The Po 

Senate likewiſe was immediately aſſembled, where in 

appear d greater Tranſports than among the People, ter 

and accompany'd with ſuch an infinite number of | Pre 

Curſes and Maledictions, as are ſcarce credible, | bes 

They likewiſe pronour.c-d him a Parricide, a Tray- wh 


' Tor, that ought to he ſcourged to death, an Hangman, oy 
in | Enemy to the Gods, an Euen to his Country, his 

an Enemy to all Mankind, and a Peſt of the World, fore 

worſe than Domitian and Nero; commanded, That WW fira: 

be ſhould rot cn the Dunghil ; and alſo deſtroy'd his mes 

Statues, aboliſhed his very Memory, and offer d al! chis 
imaginable Indignities to his Fame. In the mean muc 

time the Soldiers repar'd with their new Empe- © Cry 

ror Pertinax to the Senate-Houſe, who unwilling- 10 | 

Iy permitted them to bear the Imperial Enſigns © Whit 
before him, till the Senate had agreed, and given iſ of 4 
their Conſent. Upon his firſt Entrance into the to pl 

Pertinzx Houſe, che Senators unanimouſly falured Him | 

5 a © en Emperor, and Ceſar Auguſtus; and with numerous of A. 
Acclamations and Bleilings, ſwore and yielded bavic 
him Obedience: Which he with great Modeſty I Capt: 
wuhliood, urging his Inſufficiency and Unworthineſs, - ans. 
alledging his declining Mars, and nominating ſeveral into 
ethers when he judged more proper for ſo high an 
Offer «nd Dignity. But at length being vanquiſh'd I Gapta 
by their Importunities, he yielded, and ſitting down that 

on the Imperial Chair, he there made a ſolemn from 
Oration to the Senate; which being finiſhed, he %, w 

went forth from the Senate-Houſe, accompany'd I depriy 
with the whole Body of the Senate and Roman Leſſior 
N.öobility, with infinite Numbers of others, and he aft 

| | 5 „% o; EN Wenk . 


ſtrange Changes of Fortune. He as 
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went to the Temples, according to the uſual 


Cuſtom, and from thence to the Imperial Palace. 
The ſame Day his Wife Flavia Titiana was de- 


Clared Empreſs ; and Capitolinus oblerves, that he 


was the firſt Emperor that ever received the Title 
of Pater Patriæ, the Proconſular, and Tribunitian 
Powers, with the Right of a fourth Reference 


in the firſt Day of his Reign. He was ſhortly af- 


ter acknowledged as Emperor in all the ſeveral 

Provinces, where his Merits were well known; and 
egan his Reign to the univerſal Satisfaction of the 

Pertinax Was now in the 68h or 69th: Lear of 


his Age, when he arrived at the Empire, and be- 


fore this Advancement had paſſed through many 
of. very 
mean Extraction, being but the Son of an infran- 
chis'd Slave called ius, who only gave him ſo 
much Learning as qualify' d him for his poor Mer- 
cery- Shop, which ſoon after improved him fo far as 
to become a School-Maſter in the City. After 
which he ſtudy'd the Law, and by the Aſſiſtance 


of Avitas, a Conſular Perſon, he obtained Liberty - 


to plead in publick ; but being a Man of Courage, 
and inſpired with a martial Warmth, in the Reign 
of Antoninus Pius, he took Arms; in which his Be- 

haviour was ſuch, that in a few Days he was made 
Captain of a Cohort in Syria againſt the Partbi- 
ans: And increaſing in Reputation, he was ſent 
into Britain, and after that into Maſia. In the 
Reign of Antoninus Philoſophus, he was made a 
Captain of Horſe againſt the Germans, and after. 
that Admiral of a Fleet in the German Ocean, 

from whence he was removed to the Wars in Da- 
ta, where through ſiniſter Informations, Antoninus 


deprived him of his Charge, but through the Inter- 


celſion of that Emperor's Son- in-Law Pompeianus, 
he afterwards was made a Senator, and likewiſe 
TRE: A Ba Colonel 
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__ lauded him, and made him Conſul; and like- 


wile gave bim the Governments of both the Mæſias 
and Dacia, removing him afterwards to the G0- 


— 


— 


8 * 
EE We + * 
* 


* tion of Commodi, whom: they al- 
n „ BY „ ed 


\ 


1. 
Colonel of a Legion to recompence his former Diſ- 
grace. After which he performed ſuch excellent 
Services againſt the Barbarous Nations, and againſt 
Caſſius in his Rebellion, that Antoninus openly ap- 
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ſiiſted in all Emergencies. He baniſhed Promoters 
and Informers, Wo again had crept into the State, 
and regulated many other Abuſes and Diſorders, 
which were tolerated in this time; ſeeking to re- 
duce: all Things to that Form and Manner of Go- 
vernment, which was uſed in the Reigns of the 
two Antonines. He expogd to Sale all the valuable 
Goods and Furniture that Commodus left behind 
him in the Palace ; but all ſuch as that Tyrant had 
unjuſtly taken away from others, he commanded 
to be reſtor' d to the legal Owners, for which they 
were to pay ſome ſmall Conſideration in Ex- 
change. He permitted his Name not to be ſtamp'd 
on the peculiar Goods of the Emperor's, ſaying 
bat their Propriety belonged to the State in general ;' 
and ſo he accounted all ſuch as were called by the 
Name of Crown: Lands. He enacted, That all the 
waſte Ground in Traly, and other Provinces, tho 
ot the Emperor's. Demeſn, ſhould be improved, 
and freely given to ſuch as would manure and 
cultivate it; to which Purpoſe, he granted to 
Husband- men ten Years immunity from all Taxes, 
and Security from all further Moleſtation during 
his Reign. He remitted all Tolls: and 1 mpoſts laid 
upon Banks of Rivers, Harbours and publick _ 
Ways, to raiſe Funds to ſupport: the Exttavagan- 
cies of Tyrants, and reſtored them to their an- 
Client Freedom. He fold moſt of the Buffoons and 
Jeſters of Commodlus, eſpecially ſuch as had obſcene 
Names, and raifed conſiderable Sums; and alſo 
exacted a ſtrict Account of all thoſe Servants to 
whom that Emperor had been profuſe in his Do- 
natives. He entertained all Men honourably and 
courteonſly; who had any Affairs to negotiate. 
With him; with which and many other laudable 
Actions this good Prince ſo gained the Hearts and 
Affections of the Senate and Citizens, that they all 
ated themſelves ha y: 
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Senate intituled his Son Czſar, and to his Empreſs 
Titiana was added the Name of Auguſta. He ac- 


cepted of the latter upon the Account of his 

Wife's Merits; but refuſed the former, leſt he ſhould 

be corrupted, deferring that Honour till he might 
deſerve it; and by reaſon of his Youth he would 
not admit him into the Court, he cauſed him to 
private Life. He continually frequented 


lead a 
the Senate as often as ir fare; and in his Palace 


he never refuſed to give Audience to any Perfon, 


and at any Time. His great Error was Coverout- 


neſs, which was moſt apparent in his Table; and 


there, according to the Inſtances which Capitoli- 


nus brings, he was penuribus to a moſt ſordid De- 
| gree 3 which was almoſt the only abhorred Vice in 
[ 


ele licentious and degenerate Times. And Thar 


thar was the greateſt Reflection upon him, was his 
ſinking nine Years Arrears which were due from 


| the Exchequer to the Alms-Children of Trajan's E- 
beg ß 8 


In this ſhorr Reign Pertivax was very ſucceſsful 


and ptoſperous in his Affairs abroad; for as ſoon 
as the barbarous Nations and Enemies to the Ro- 


man Empire had certain Intelligence that he was 


made Emperor, they immediately laid down their 
Arms, well knowing the Difference of this and 

the former Emperor; and many ſent Ambaſſa- 
dors to him to treat of Peace and Alliance, 
though ſeveral of them came after his Death. 
that his Adminiſtration, as aforeſaid, was to 
the general Satisfaction of all Men, except the 
Prætorian Soldiers, who had been ſo 1 


corrupted in the laſt Reign, as they could not ſuf - 


fer any Appearance of Vertue: Therefore they 
ſoon began to hate him for his ſtrict Diſcipline 
and Regulations, his Reſtraining of their former 
W 


: Roman Hiſtory: Book Il. 


Emperor: Upon which Account, beſides the ho- 
nourable Titles given to Him in particular, the 
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Chap. nl. PER TIN AX XIX. 


| Riots, Abuſes, and Outrages, and particularly for 


his ſhort Donatives and Diſtributions; for which 
Reaſons he was likewiſe diſliked by the Officers and 
Miniſters of the Imperial Palace, who were no leſs 
corrupted than the other. The Impudence and Au- 


daciouſneſs of the Soldiers .encreafed to that De- 


gree, that they ſeiz d upon a Senator of a noble and 


ancient Houſe call'd Maternus, and endeavoured to 
carry him to the Camp and make him Emperor in 


Oppoſition to Pertinax 5 bur Maternus being a faith- 
ful and loyal Subject, eſcaping out of their Hands, 
fled firſt ro the Emperor, and then from the City. 
This bold Action of the Soldiers drove Pertinax in- 
to great Straits; but at preſent to quiet and pa- 


cify them, he made ſome new Diſtributions amongſt 


them; but all was infufficient to remove the un- 
juſt Prejudices they had taken againſt him. Perti- 
nax had proceeded fo in many kinds of Regula- 
tions, that in a ſhort Time the Stare of the Em- 


pire ſeem'd to be changed; but he wanted a ſuf- 


ticient Force to ſupprels the Inſolencies of the Sol- 
diers, who now having a Suſpicion, if not a cer- 


tain Knowledge of the Murder of their beloved 


Mafter Commodus, became more inveterate againſt 
the preſent Government. And, not long after their 
Diſappointment by Maternus, by their Incourage- 
ment, a Senator call'd Fulco aſpir'd to the Empire, 
but was ſoon diſcovered to the Senate, who offered 


to ſentence him to Death; but notwithſtanding 
the Offence was apparent, and the Evidences in- 


diſputable, the Emperor pardoned him, ſaying, 
God forbid, that during my Reign any Senator ſhould 


be put to Death, tho deſervedly : But Juſtice was 


done upon ſome of the chief Abettors, which fo 


exaſperated the reſt of the Soldiers, whole Hatred 


and Preſumprion daily encreaſed, that they unani- 
mouſly reſolved, not to uſe any ſecret Conſpira- 
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cCies and private Contrivances for the future, but, tmul 
in an open hoſtile Manner to attack the Empe- | any / 
'ror in his Palace. In order to which, a confide- Ia Gr: 
Table Body of them was drawn out, who, in a tu- | of his 
multuous March paſs'd the Streets of Rome with 
drawn Swords, Halberts, and other Weapons; and 
as their Motion was ſudden and impetuous, they 
entered the very Palace without any Oppoſition or 
1 e nee 


The Emperor being advertis'd of this, in great 
Haſte ſent Lætus to ftem this furious Torrent, who, 
forgetting. that he had made Pertina Emperor, Was 
very negligent in performing his Commands ; but 
being, according to ſome, a Promoter of the Se- 
dition, ſpeedily retir'd ro his own Lodging, juſt 
as the Soldiers entered the Palace, were, by rea- 
1on ofthe Confuſion of the Emperor's Servants, and 
the Suddennels of the Storm, no Reſiſtance could 
be made. It ſtrook fo great a Terror in all per- 
ſons, that the greateſt part of the Attendants aban- 
don'd the Emperor and fled; and thoſe. who re- 
_main'd,carncltly pręſsd the Emperor to fly, ſhewing 
him, How eaſy it was 10 eſcape to the Body of the Peo- 
pile, who wad undoubtedly defend him. But not- 
withſtanding he. was ſatisfy'd of the Reaſon and 
| Truth of their Per{waſions, he wholly refuſed to fol- 
low their Counſel, alledging, That to ſave his Life 
by Flight, was unworthy of his. Imperial Dignity, and 
all: his paſt Actions, and thereupon reſolv'd to go 
forth, and face the Rebels in Perſon, conceiving, 
that his Preſence alone would ſhame and confound 
them, and cauſe them to return. And this Opinion 
proy d not wholly groundleſs; for coming uncon- 
cernedly as it were, and approaching them in the 
Court, they all made a ſtand,” and gave him time 
1500 ſpeak to them, Which he did with great Courage, 
Without any Shew of Alteration ; firit asking them, 
1 might be the Occaſion of their coming in ſuch 4 
| _— 1 a . | 3 Sh, | = 4 tumultuous 
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Chap. III. PERTIN AX XIX. 
I imultucas and diſteſpectful Manner? Then without 
any Appearance of Fear or Affectation, and with 

= [| Gravity and Authority anſwerable to the Dignit7 
of bis Perſon, he ſpoke, to them after this Manner. 

\ IF Soldiers and Companions, F you come to afſaſſmate 

| IB me, and put thoſe fatal Purpoſes in Execution, you will 
berferm an AG neither valiant or honourable on your 

[ Part, nor grievous or unwelcome on mine; having 
been ſufficientiy ripen d for Death, both by my Age and 
C WW Troubles, as well as by my Tame and Renown. But 

„ I for you, whoſe Charge it # to. guard and defend _ 
S var Emperor from all Perills and Treaſons; for-you to 

t offer Violence to bim, as it is moſt dangerous to hour 
Perſons, fo it is no leſs fatal to your Memories, which - 
ſt v become ſo. cdicus, that no Time can wear of 
be Stains; eſpecially ſince your Princes Actions baue 
4 been ſo juſt. and equitable. If” the Death of Com- 


modus offend. you, why do you repine at the Laws 
, Nature? If you ſuſpect him murder d, you all can 
% my Innocence ;. ſo if there be any Treachery, it 
. concerns the Actors not me. But I aſſure you, that by 
g Mreſon of his Death nothing juſt and neceſſary | ſhall be 
„alen from you, nor. nothing reaſonable and practicable 
t- all be deny'd you; provided you require it without Force. 
HP TE Ob £2 ood cs” 
This Speech exacted a kind of Reverenct from 
fe his Hearers, and many of the Company, being 
mod by his Words and Majeſty, began to change 
O I} their Incentions, and to depart; but the Fury and. 
g, Violence of thoſe behind forc'd them forwards, fo 
d that they could neither retreat, nor defend the En- 
n peror. In the midſt of this Confuſion.  Thauſis, 
n- a Tungrian, wounded Pertinax on the Breaſt with 
e I 2 Launce, ſaying, The Soldiers ſend you this. Per- 
je tinax (perceiving their Deſign, he pray d to 7 - 
e, biter Ultor, cover'd his Head with his Robe, and 23% Death 
n, || !pnk with the Wounds he received from ſeveral. of Perti- 
4 Electus, and ſome other of his 'Servants, who en- Ax. 
WE. Eu deavour d 
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deavourd to defend him, were likewiſe ſlain, after | 


they had caus'd ſome Bloodſhed themſelves; only 2 2 | rY 
| Se 


tunate and much lamented Death of Helvius Perti- 


Son and a Daughter of che Emperor's eſcap d, who 
were not lodged in the Palace. This was the unfor- 


nua, the nineteenth Emperor of Rome, after 2 Fro 
/ _ ſhort Reign of only three Months and one Day: * 
One who from the Meaneſt became the Greateſt; Þ * b 
gf and from the uncommon Variety of his Succeſſes, the 


was termed the Tennis-Ball of Fortune; and One who Co 


did many worthy Acts in his ſhort Reign; but was 


. deſtroyed by his Avarice, and his too haſty a Re- Co 
formation of a corrupted State. But theſe, and ma- 
ny ſucceeding Calamities, are by Writers july a. 1 
' rributed to the ill Condu@ of the former Emperor . 
Commodus, Who had introduc d ſuch numerous Cor- Mer ©; 
ruptions, as were ſufficient to fer the World on :.:- 
Flames, and to produce the worſt kinds of Diſſen- 45 * 
tions and Diſtractions; and in that Tyrant's Reign 0 


alone we are aſſured, that the whole State of the 


iron Age: Which may ſerve for a Confirmation of 
that important Truth, That Princes can cauſe 
greater Miſchiefs after their Deaths, than they 
can poſſibly do while they live. Pertinaæ dy d 
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Roman Empire was So, Dt the golden to the 


in the 946th Year of the City, 217 after the Settle- 
ment of the Empire by Auguſtus, 193 after our 8a. 


_ viour's Nativity, 122 after the Deſtruction of Je ho c 


able Change that ever before happened in the Re: 


ruſalem by Titus, and 97 after the laſt of the 


4 , 97 after th the proce 
Twelve Cæſars, which preceded the moſt remark- on 
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3. 


"i ALEXANDER, the Twenty fifth Emperor; when 


ſes the Empire was. firſt transferr 4 without . a 


vho Conſent of the $ enate. 
Containing the Space of about 42 7 EARS. 


A. D. 
193. 


ma- 
* . F "HE things and Aden Death or abe 
ror | was a Matter of great Concern and Won- 
or. Wicr to all Men; and was ſo much the more ſur- 
wh prizing to find a Roman Emperor of greater Power 
en. nd Authority than any other Prince in the World, 
cho peaceably commanded fo many Kingdoms, 
mc provinces and Armies, to be in the midſt of his 
the Pun Merropolitan City and Palace in a Hoſtile 
5 8 Manner, 'deſtroy'd by a few Soldiers, not exceed- 
ns ag the number of three hundred. The Citizens 
ben Nuere all in a great Confuſion, running armed a- 
ly'd bout the Streets with the moſt imaginable Wrath 
Ue- Ind Fury, but came too late either to ſave the 
82· mperor, or to revenge his Death: For the Soldiers, 
Je ho committed this Villany, retired with great 
the Precipitation, and getting out of the City to the 
k- Wk of their Companions, they expeditioutly forti- 
Re: yd the Camp with Ramparts and Trenches, ex-. 
_ F<Cting to be attacked in a ſhort time. But the 
Fitizens wanted either the Courage or Condu& \- 
Jo purſue them; and the Senators and Noblemen 
Nere fo far from effecting any thing, that ſome 
Peortify'd themſelves in their Houſes, and others 
5 . altlly rid to their Caſtles and Eſtates in the Coun- 


kt: not Judging themſelves ſafe in the City. 


/ 


Two. 


and give moſt 


4 : 


4.  . The Reman Eiftory, Book II. Chi 
Two Days having paſs'd in this manner, the Pre advi 
2 os Soldiers finding no Perſon dare attack them, had ( 
became more and more inſolent, and proceeded to of Pe 
an unheard of Piece of Impadence : For ſome off Sun 
them ſtanding upon the Ramparts of the Camp, with be # 
a loud Voice made Proclamation, . That they won and 
diſpoſe of the for to whomſoever would purchaſe it and 


it. This Sale was immediately 11#r# 
publiſned in all Parts of the City; but partly by ace] 
reaſon of the Scandal and Odium of this Proclama- ¶ recei 
tion, and partly by reaſon of the few rich perſon Obec 
left in Rome by Commodus, there were bur two Mer-ſſ pero! 
chants found to attempt this Purchaſe, who were and 
. " Swlpician and Fulian. The former was a Conſulat with 
pPerſon, Præfect of the City, and Son- in-law to the whic 


late Emperor Pertinax | and the latter was likewiſe in ſu: 


then entertaining {ome Friends at a Dinner, and in 


tze Soldiers to make him Emperor, promiſing 


2 Conlular Perſon, a great Lawyer, and the wealthi- 
„%S %%% K.. 
When the Proclamation was firſt publiſhed in thi 
City, Julian, with his Wife and Daughter, were 


the Height of their Mirth and Jollity, he was coun 
ſelled by the reſt, ſince he had more ready Me 
_ney than any other in Rome, Not to loſe the Or 
portunity of ſo noble a Purchaſe, and ſo valuable a Feu 
as the Roman Empire was, but to go immediately ti 

' the Camp; and bargain 'with the Soldiers to chuſe him 
Emperor. Fulian being raviſhed with the dazlin 
Proſpects of Rule and Empire, immediately aroſe 
from the Table, and haſtned ro the Camp, when 
he found Sulpician arrived before him, ſolliciting 


them a large Sum of Money, with many othe! 
Favours and Rewards: And the only Impedimen} 
Was his being Son- in-Law to Pertinax, whom the) 
had ſlain, therefore they ſtood in ſome Fear 0 
him. Their Suſpicions were increaſed by the In 
Gnuatians of Julian, Who with great 3 
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wiſe to diſplace Sulpician and to make Fulian s Son- 


Sale, and purchas' d by a Sum leſs chan Aa Million of 


JULIAN XX: 


id a To beware of ebuſing One, who whey be 
had Opportunity, would undoubtedly revenge -the Death 
of Pertinax; and further promis d them an immenſe. 
Sum of Money, which he had in readineſs, 'which ſhould ' 
be immediately produced, and divided amongſt them; 
and that he would reſtore all things to the ſame Order 
and Form that they were in when Commodus was 
murder d. Theſe infamous Propoſals were at laſt 
accepted by the Soldiers, and Julian with Ladders 
received into the Forrifications, where: they {wore ' 
Obedience to him, and acknowledged him as Em- 

r. Then performing the ordinary Ceremonies 
and Sacrifices, he entered the City, accompanied 
with the whole Body of the Prætorian Cohorts, 
which conſiſted of Sos Ten Thouſand, all rang d 
in ſuch Order, as if they were going to Battle; for 
they much ſuſpected the People. As Julian enter d 
the City, the Soldiers with their drawn Swords, and 
many Acclamations, proclaim'd him Emperor; but 
the Citizens, though they durſt make no Reſiſtance, 7 
refus d to approve of the Election, according to 
Cuſtom, and curſed him, and threw Stones at him. 
Being conducted to the Senate-Houſe, to the Sena - 
tors then preſent, he made a remarkable Speech to AI 
this Effect, You want an Emperor, and T am the. fi fitteſt Julian | i 
Perſon you can chuſe. Which Speech being back d nad Em. 
with ſo many Soldiers, caus d the Senate to ad“ 
mit and acknowledge him for Emperor, and like- 


in-Law, Repantinus, Præfect of the City, Thus 
was the greateſt and moſt glorious Empire on this 
fide Heaven, which had coſt the beſt Blood in the 
World to eſtabliſh, ſhamefully expos' d to publick 
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* through many conſiderable Offices, both Military him 


and Civil; and now declining} in Tears, in the Rio! 
57th Year. of his Age, he had lived retiredly in wou 
Rome to enjoy the Benefit of his former Toils, and Hat. 
make the beſt of his great Riches which he had behc 
ſcraped together In theſe Circumſtances he began 
his Reign; and as though the Empire had deſcend- 
e to him by rigbt of Inheritance, and he had 
gained the Hearts of all his Subjects, he gave him. 
ſelf up to Eaſe and Inactivity, and ſhewed himſelf 
extreamly negligent and regardleſs of the trouble II 
ſome Affairs of the Publick. And notwithſtanding ceedi 
he was mild and affable, and did no Injury, or Sjria 
ſhewed any Cruelty while he reigned, yet he ſoon Wl Inter 
contracted the Hatred of the Soldiers by his back- ¶ Perſe 
wardneſs in performing his ſeveral Promiſes. The I held 
Money promis d proved exceeding. prejudicial io perfo 
the Empire; for from this Occaſion and Begin- W He v 
ning, the Soldiers grew daily more audacious: and © Wiſd 
regardleſs of their Prince; fo that their Covetouſ· ¶ imita 
neſs and Contempt of their Emperor's encreaſing, Being 
frequently ended in ſhedding of their Blood, in ¶ perſu: 
hopes of a greater Advantage from the next Suc- N peror 
ceſſor. But what added to their Hatred of the Em- Arms 
peror, was his own particular Avarice and Penu- Wicdgec 


liouſneſs, which Spartian tells us was ſo remarka- ſent h 


whom all loved and admired; and they were of 
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ble, that he often ſupped only of Pulſe and Herbs; 
and if any had {ent him a Pig or Hare, he made 
it ſerve for three Days. The People of Rome con- 
tinually hated him, becauſe he was choſen and 

made Emperor by the very Murderers of Pertinax, 


Opinion that he was acceſſary to his Death, often 
declaring, | That be bad ſtole 1b: Empire. So that 
Whenever he went out of his Palace, the People 


openly poured out their Imprecations againſt him, Hor a 
- Which he patiently endur d, ſometimes with Smiles, Fence « 
beckoning with his Hand for them to come to Pretori. 


7 


him, and making ſhew of great Love and Aﬀe- 
ction towards them. But theſe Acts of Courteſie 
would avail nothing, but rather increaſed their 
Hatred; ſo that ſtanding at a publick Time ro 
behold certain Games and Sports, the People una- 
nimouſly proclaimed Precennius Niger, Emperor, 
who was then Governour of Syria, imploring his 
diſtant Aſſiſtance to procure them Liberty; for 
all which Inſolencies Julian ſhewed no great Con- 
The Peoples Hatred of Julian, and their ex- 
ceeding Deſire of a Change, gave Niger then in 
Syria, a fair Opportunity of Rs his own. 
Intereſt, which he did not doubt to effect, being a 
Perſon of Years and Reputation, and one who had 
held great Offices and Governments, as well as 
performed many noble and memorable Exploits. 
He was beloved by the People for the Fame of his 
Wiſdom and Clemency, and the Report of his 
imitating Pertinax in his Life and Government. 
Being thus "ſtrengthened in his Intereſts, he eafily 
perſuaded his Army in Syria to proclaim him Em- _ 
peror againſt Julian; and taking upon him the, 
Arms and Enſigns of the Empire, he was acknow- , 
ledged by the Kings and Porentates of Aa, Who Emperor in 
{ent him Ambaſſadors as to a lawful Prince A- Syria. 
bout the fame time, and with almoſt the ſame - 
Pretences, Septimius Severus, a Valiant Warrior and 
Commander of the German Legions, ſeeing the 
and EEmpire thus-obnoxius to every Man's Power and 
nax, Ambition, reſolv'd to attempt it againſt the reſt of 
of Ihe Pretenders, eſpecially iince of the two who _ 
ren pad already ſeized on it, Niger was negligent and 
that cure, and Julian hated and deſpis d. Being alſo 
ple Encouraged in this Attempt by ſome Dreams, he 
lor a white conceal'd his Deſigns, but in the Pre- 
ence of his Army ſeverely inveigh'd againſt the 
Pretorian Cohorts, for murdering their lawful 
3 . Prince 
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I TherRoman Hiſtory, Book II. 
Prince Pertinax, who. he knew was much beloyd 
dy his Soldiers; therefore he extolld him to the 
utmoſt, and cally, perlwaded them 10 revenge the 
=— Death of him who was once. their ſucceſsful General 
in Ihrium. Whereupon the Army immediately 
512 % him Emperor, which he ſcem'd unwil. 


q 


Ang to accept; but at laſt aſſuming the Imperial 
And Sever Eniigns, he publiſh'd, That be would revenge the Death 

Sr. Pertinax, and thereupon. took upon himſelf. 
many. the Name of Pertinax, which much ſtrengthned 

his Intereſt, both in his Army and among. the 

People of Rome. So that at one and the ſame time 

there were no leſs than three Emperors in the R. 

man Empire, or rather three Uſurpers; the former 

having only the conſtrain'd Authority. of the Se- 

nate, and the, other two the Power of their own 
wen 

I be News of Niger's Revolt and Pretenſions ar- 

Tiv'd firſt at Rome; but Fulian ſhew'd no great 

Concern for that, dale ins himſelf with ſending 

to have him executed; but underſtanding the 

Tucceſsful Progreſs of fo formidable a Rival as 5. 

_ werus, he was exceedingly terrify'd ; and with ma- 

ny Sollicirations procured, the Senate to proclaim 

him a Retel, and that the Fathers ſhould ſend 

certain Ambaſſadors, to cauſe the Army to. aban- 

| _  _. don Severus, and ſtand by him whom the Senate 

had already confirm'd; ſending at the ſame time 

Catulinus to remove Severus, and ſucceed him in 

dis Office. But Severus by his great Policy and 

In duſtry had fecured himſelf from all ſuch. Ar 

tempts; and had ſufficiently aſſur'd himſelf of the 

Love of his Friends, and the Fidelity of all the 

ſtrong Places in his Province; reſolving with the 

| - _ utmolt Expedition to march with his Forces di- 

| _ rectly tO Rome, Where he knew how little Julias 

„ Was beloy'd. At the ſame time Niger in Syria, 

+ - _ Hor knowing or regarding theſe Progreſſes of S* 
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many diſcouraging Proſpects. The Prætorian Sol- 
diers wanted Experience and Diſcipline, and were 
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'verus became negligent in his Affairs; and ſeeing 
"himſelf attended and ſervd by Kings, rich in 
Gold and Silver, mighty in power and Arms, EE 
- wholly confided in the Love of the People of 
Rome, and gave himſelf to Feaſtings and Luxury 7 
in Antioch. In the mean time the March of Se- 9 
peru with his Army began to rouze Fulian from — —_ 
"his drowſie Slumber ; who putting himſelf 12 
Arms, apply pimfelf wholly to make all necef. 
ſary Proviſions for a Wat; in which he found 


enervated and diſſolv'd in Eaſe and Luxury : The 
people of Rome and the Equites tepair'd to him 
very ſlowly and unwillingly, by reaſon of his in- 
famous Title tö the Empire: And the Irahan Ci- 
ties and Towns, being for ſo many Ages cover d 
with the Ruſt of Peace and Plenty, would make 
no conſiderable Oppoſition or Reſiſtance. The 
chief Friends of Julian advis d him with all poſſi- 
ble Expedition to meet Severus in his March, and 
ſtop his Paſſage over the Alps, but Fulian being 
confounded with Multiplicity of Buſineſs, and 
wanting either the Courage or the Conduct for 
ſo vigorous an Attempt, made the beſt Proviſion 
for his own Defence in Rome. But in thelt Pre- 
parations he was ſuddenly ſurpriz d with the News 
of Severus's Entrance into Italy ; and that the grea- 
teſt part of the Cities had receiv'd him, and yield- 
ed him Obedience. The People of Rome ſeeing 
the ſucceſsful Progreſs of Severus, and finding Ni- 
ger very negligent in Aſia, began to approve of his 
ge and more earneſtly wiſh'd for the Ruin 
„% #7 ee? HT OT OY. LO 
Julian finding himſelf reduc'd to theſe Straits, 
obtain'd the Conſent of the Senate to write and. _ -- 
ſend Ambaſſadors to Severis, offering to make 
him his Equal and 8 In the 1 


but Severus not ſatisfy'd with a part, rejected his 
5 Propoſals, knowing himſelf to be of greater Power 
than Jalian, though ſupported by the Authority of 
ET the Senate, who now perceiving his little Conduct 
; and leſs Strength, began to abandon him. And 
though he only delired that Veſtal Virgins 
| (which were never ſent but in the laſt Extremity) 
might be ſent to appeaſe Severus, and beg an Ac- 
commodation; yet the Senate would not yield, 
alledging, That be was unworthy. to govern who could 
not defend the Empire by bis Arm. Whereupon Ju. 
lian 17 4 to make one vigorous Puſh, in a 
_ great Rage ſent” for Soldiers out of the Camp, to 
Bice the Senate into a Compliance, or deſtroy 
them in the Houſe, but all without Effect. 80 
that the Matter came to that Iſſue, that Julian 
confounded with ill Succeſs, and void of all Re- 
Hef and Aſſiſtance, was conſtrain'd to retire 10 


Soldiers. The Senate thereupon was aſſembled ac- 
cording to the ancient Cuſtom. by the Conſul, 
Where the Fathers unanimouſly decreed, That Ju- 
lian ſbould. be depriv'd of the Empire, and Severus 
be proclaim d Emperor; and ſome of the principal 
Senators were ſent to Severus, to yield him Obe- 
dience, and offer him the Arms and Enſigns of 
the Empire. Then ſpreading a Report that Julian 
had Poiſon'd himſelf, they commanded him to be 
lain in his Palace, where the unfortunate Empe- 
ror was found difarm'd, with ſome few of his 
Friends, ſervilely weeping like a Child, While the 
Fo Mieſſengers ſeiz d on him, he thus expoſtulated 
iN With them, What Crime have I committed? What 
Aan bave I ſlam? But all in vain ; for they lead- 
E ing him into the ſecret Baths of the Palace, his 
| Neck being ſtretched forth after the manner of 
|. The Death Condemn'd Criminals, his Head was ſtruck off, 28 
1 An. Vidtor relates it, and afterwards ſet up in the 
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his palace, generally abandon d. Rept by a few] 
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their | 


his | Court, here the Cauſes were pleaded. This was 


the miſerable End of Didius Fulian the Twentieth 
Emperor of Rome, after a ſhort Reign of only two | 
Months and eight Days, though ſome ſay more; j 
a Perſon, who being rich, honourable and ancient. 


> 
- 
* 


entirely waſted his Eſtate, irreparably ruin d his Re- 
putation, and ignominioully loſt his LifGG.. 


II. The Death, of Julian gave a. general Satiſ- 
faction to the City; and the nearer Severus ap- 
proached, the more forward was each Perſon in 
teſtifying his Submiſſion. The Ambaſſadors from 
the Senate met him on his March, and in the 
Name of the Senate and People of Rome yielded 
him Obedience, gave him the Enſigns of the Em-. 
pire, and the Title of Auguſtus, and certify d him 


rins by bis fooliſh and ſhameful purchaſing the Empire, 


A. D. 


E 


Severus 


made En 


Peror. 


of the Death of Julian. He received the Embaſſy 


in the Preſence of his Army rang d in Order, 
making Preſents to the Amballadors ; and enter- 


raining them honourably, continued his March to- 


wards Rome, Where his coming was dreaded both 


by the Soldiers and Citizens; the former for mur- 


dering his Friend Pertinax, and the latter for ma- 
king Choice of Niger for their Emperor. Severus 
as he came near to the City, ſent Qrders to all the 


Prætorian Soldiers to come forth and receive him 


peaceably, leaving their Arms in their Camp; all 
which was readily obey'd, in hopes of pleaſing and 


appeaſing him by their joyful Obſervance of his 
Commands. But concealing his Deſigns from all 


but.a few of his chief Commanders, he attended 
their coming in a particular Place Choſen for that 


Purpoſe ; where upon their coming forwards with 


Branches of Laurel to pay him Homage, they were 
ſuddenly furrounded by his Army: And making 
2 ſhort Speech to them, he reproach'd them with 


their barbarous and infamous Practices towards the 


b 2 Emperor 
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EFmperor and Empire, commanded them to be im- 
i | mediately ſtript of all their Military Habiliments, 
deprivd them of che very Name and, Honour of 
Soldiers, and baniſh'd themia Hundred Miles from 
Rome: A Funiſhment, ho” ſignal and exemplary, 
yet not equal to the Heighnouſneſs of their Crimes; 
particularly their villanous Murder of their Sove- 
reign Maſter, and their ſhamefal degrading of the 


Honour of the Roman Empire. Shortly after, Se- 


bern made his Entry into Rome with his whole 
Army, where the Number and Order bf His Sol 
diers Was both a noble and formidable Sight, 
He was met at the Gates by the Senate, Who ſa. 
luted him after the uſual manner, and the People 
receiv'd him with great Bleſlings and Applauſes, 
notwithſtanding nothing was more odious to the 
"Romans than fuch an atmed and war-like Entrance. 
Having perform'd the accuſtom'd Solemnities, and 
_ *viſited the TEmples, he enter'd the Imperial Palace; 
and the next Day aſſembling the Senate, he repair'd 
tothe Houſe with ſeveral Armed Men. He there 
made a ſmooth and ingenious Speech, profeſſing 
bis Intention was to govern with true Fuſtice and 
Clemency, and according to the Preſcription of An- 
toninus Philoſophus ; excuſing himſelf for aſſuming 
the venerable Name and Authority of Emperor, with. 
out their Conſents firſt obtain d; alledging be did it 
purely to revenge the Death of Pertinax, and to fre 
them from the Tyranny of Julian, a _ Perſon holly 
unworthy to govern that Empire, which he- had pur- 
chas'd with Movey, and not Merits. Which fait 
Speeches and Promiſes gave a general Satisfaction 
to the Fathers, though ſome of them were not is- 
norant of the Subtiſty of his Temper, as well as 
the worthineſs of his Actions. Things 4 
Septimius Severus Was by Birth an African, in the 


 Ciry of Lepris, and was the only legal Emperor of 
that Country; His Father's Name was Gera, and 
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m. Chap IV. S ENR RUS XXI. 373 
Ws, his Mother's Fulvia Pia, who had two Brothers 
ol chat were both Gonſuls., He was about 47 Years; 
om of Age when he enter d upon the Empire, and 
ry, had before Attain'd by his Induſtry to be Quæſtor, 
es; Tribune, Prætor, Proconſul, and Conſul, holding. 
e- ſeveral Commands and Charges, wherein he pur-. 
the W chas'd the Name and Reputation of a valiant, wile. 
Se. and excellent Commander. He. was likewiſe. tru- 
ole ¶ 1y commended for his Wit and Learning, his Pru- 
ol- dence and Policy, and his Vigour and Hardineſs; 
but at the ſame time juſtly condemn d for his Pa- 
la- nick, Craft and Diſſimulation, . his: Treachery and. 
Infidelity, and his Severity and Cruelty; - for: 
which he is obſerved by Spartian truly to anſwer 
the his Name, Vere Pertinax, Here Severus: In ſum, mn 
ace. W Temper and Circumſtances diſpos'd him to the 
and I performance both of the greateſt Acts, and the 
e bloodieſt Severities. He had no ſooner enter d 
d upon the Empire, but he vigoroully ſet about 
dere he Reformation of Abuſes in the City; and 
lang ſpeedily made choice of new. Men for the Prato. 
450 torian Cohorts and Guards, in the room of thoſe 
An. already caſhier d, He ſeiz d upon all the Children 
an of ſuch Men as had Commands, or were in Au- 
1:7 chority in the Eaſt, or in Aſia, and detained them 
4 as Pledges of their Fathers Loyalty. And making 
free a ſolemn Funeral for the Emperor Pertinax; in me- 
al N mory of the good old Man, he more publickly. | 
Ju- took upon him the Sirname of Pertinax, decla-, 
fait ring, That he would not only aſſume bis Name, but. 
alſo imitate his Vertues. He gave many Gifts and 
Rewards to the Soldiers, and alſo to the People 
of Rome; and according to the. Cuſtom of New- 
reared Emperors, made large Diftributions and. 
Donatives. He alſo marry'd two Daughters he 1 
had, to two principal Men of Rome, call d Probs 
and Ætiuts; and having beſtowed large Dowries 
bn them, he us d ſuch Methods that they were 
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=. 374 6 Roman H ſtory. Boo 1 II. 
both made Conſuls. And whereas at that time ve 
there was a great Scarcity of Corn in Rome, he De 
took ſuch prudent Care, and with ſuch Expedition, ma 
that the City in ſhort time was ſufficiently provi- rab 
ded and ſupply'd ; which provident Courſe was ane 
always ſo carefully obſerv'd, that during all the ane 
times of his Abſence and his whole Reign, there „e 

never was any Want. All theſe and many other | the 
Eſtabliſhments he made in the ſpace of only thirty MW ger 
Days; reſolving with all poſhble- Expedition to nur 
march againſt Niger in the Eaſt, a formidable Rival, to t 

SF who wanted neither Forces nor Valour to ſuppor MW as 
—— his Intereſt and Pretenſions. EE, 


Before the Emperor began his March, being 2 

Man of great Wiſdom and Foreſight, he took par- 
ticular Care to ſecure all the Provinces behind tim, 
and ſent a new Governor and Legions into Africh, 

to guard that Province from any Invaſion of Niger 

by Way of e£gypr and Lybia. But his greateſt fear 

was from Clodius Albinus, Commander of the Le- 
gions in Britain, a Perſon of an illuſtrious Family, 

and generally belov'd ; therefore'to ſecure his In- 

tereſt and Amity, he politically gave him the Title 
Albinus of Cæſar and his Succeſſor, beſeeching him by Let- 
rade Cæ- ters, as the worthieſt Perſon, to take care of the Empire 
— of Rome, ſince himſelf was grown aged and declining, 
And bis Children in a manner Infants. And further 
dio deceive him, he wrote in the ſame Stile to the 
Senate, order'd Money to be coin'd with bhi 
Image, creed him Statues, and gave him other 
Honours. Theſe ſubtle Artifices almoſt tranſport- 
ed Albans; Who vainly believing he ſhou'd gain 
that with Eaſe; which he deſign'd to attempt by 
PFeoxce, loſt his moſt advantageous Opportunities 
Sevcrus' 20d made no conſiderable Arrempts till Sever 
Expedition Was in full Capacity of reſiſting him. Severus will 
een the greateſt Force he cou'd raiſe, and the utmol 
Niger. Expedition march'd towards the Eaſt to op 
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Chap. IV 


poſe Niger. ; who underſtanding; the Succeſs of $e= = 
vers, rouz'd himſelf from his ſoft and luxurious 


Delights, and with great Diligence and Expedition 


made Preparations to reſiſt him: he ſent a conſide- 


rable Force to ſecure: the Paſſages between Europe 


and 4fis, and to take in the great City Byzantium ; 


and alſo ſent for Succours from the Kings of A.- 
menia, Parthi, and other Kings and Potentates of 


the Eaſt ; from whom, and from the Provinces un- 
der his Subjection, he gather d a powerful and 
numerous Army. Thus the World was divided in- 

to two Factions, and there began a War as ſevere 


as any in the former Ages of the Roman State, be- 
ing carry'd on in many Parts both by Sea and 


Land, and highly remarkable both for the Valout 
of the Commanders, and the Power and Number 


of the Forces. Severus in his Paſſage from Eur 


into 4fia was extreamly incommoded and moleſt- 
ed by the Forces of Niger, under the Command 


of a valiant General call'd e&milian ; who having 
drawn together all the Forces that on had gi- 
ven him, and likewiſe what he cou'd levy our of 
the Provinces of Aſia Minor, advantageouſly at- 


tack'd Severus in his Paſſage ; but after many Skir- 


miſhes, being forc'd to a general Battel, AÆmilian 


was with much Bloodſhed overthrown, and all his ; 


Troops diſpers d. 


After this Battel, the vanquiſh'd Troops Which 


eſcap'd, retired all to Niger, who with all his 
Forces was then at the City of Antioch; from 


whence he remov'd to meet with Severus upon his 
March; and advancing towards him, after ſome 


Skirmiſhes, and ſmaller Encounters, both Armies 
drew up, according to Herodian, in a ſpacious 
Plain near the Bay of Ius, where Alexander the 
Great firſt vanquiſh'd Darius. Here infinite Num- 
bers of all ſorts of People were gather'd together 


upon the Tops of the adjacent Mountains to view 
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376 Te Roman Hiſtory.” Book II. || ct 
this important Battel, which in this Place was the 
agreed to be fought by the braveſt Generals, the Ma 
reateſt Forces, and the beſt Soldiers then in the Off 
World. The Battcl began with exceeding Sharp- mo 
neſs and Fury on both ſides, and continu'd the and 
greateſt part of the Day without any apparent | ſiſta 
Adpantage; by which means the Number of the but 

' Slain and Wounded was ſo great, that the Streams 4, 
of Water which ran through the Fields were ſo I x, 
diſtain'd with the Blood of Men and Horſes, that I atel 

they ſeem'd to have loſt their Nature, as well I tou 

_ as their Colour, In- fine, after a moſt obſtinate Batt 
Fight, the Experience and. Diſcipline of Severus {uct 


The Dow. Niger, who though he had fail d in no Point Dif 


w_ _ which a good Commander ought to obſerve, was 1 A 
earn o 


Niger. 
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the Forces of Niger; and in all theſe Actions, as no 
Man cou'd ſhew himſelf more ſevere in puniſhing 


Offences, and perſecuting Enemies, ſo no Man 
more grateful and bountiful in rewarding of Friends 
and Aſſiſtants. After this Victory he found no Re- 
ſiſtance in the Eaſtern Provinces of the Empire, 
but the Parthians, and Perſians, and the Adiabe- 
nians, (very powerful Nations) out of Love to 
Niger, and Hatred to the Roman Name, immedi- 
ately took up Arms againſt Severus, Who expedi- 


tiouſly march 


d againſt them in Perſon, had many 


Battels and Incounters with them, and obtain'd 47 
ſuch ſignal Victories over them, that he both en- 
larg'd the Roman Name and Empire, and  cfta». 


bliſh'd Peace in the Eaſt. 


+ 


After theſe ſeveral Succeſſes, Severus now con- 


ſulted how he might beſt ſecure the Empire to his 
Family, which could not be throughly effected 
while Albinus continu'd Ceſar, and had ſo good a 


Title to it; having beſides gain'd the Affections of 


many of the Nobility, who judg'd him more wor- 


thy of the Empire than him who now poſſeſs d it. 
For which Reaſons Severus reſolvd to remove 


him; but judging open War not ſo expedient at 
this Juncture, he firſt attempted his Deſign hy Trea- 
chery, ſending ſome Meſſengers, who, under Co- 


lour of bringing Letters, were deſign'd to diſpatch 


him. Albinus being advertis'd of the Deſigns of 1 
Severus againſt him, prevented the Attempt, be- proclaim'd} 


took himſelf to open Force, 
ſelf Emperor; having a very great Force, and a- 
werful Intereſt to ſupport his Pretenſions. The 
ews of this being carry d to Severus in the East, 
he being of a haughty and ambitious Temper, 
ſhew'd but a ſmall Concern for theſe Difficulties; 


and proclaim'd him Emperor 


by his Sol. 
1 for 5 * 


and ſetting all things in order in theſe Parts, with 
his Army he ſet forwards towards Rome, with de- 
gn to march againſt Albinus as againſt an Uſur- | 


i his 
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| per and a Rebel. He continu'd his Marches with- 
out intermiſſion, equally regardleſs of the moſt 
parching Heats, and the moſt rigorous Colds ; of- F 
ten marching bare over the higheſt Mountains in 
the midſt of Snow, to excite his, Soldiers by his tt 
Perſonal Deportment. And paſſing from Aſia into p- 
Europe, Over the Streight at Bizantium, fince callꝰd 1 
Conſtantinople, he wholly deſtroy'd that mighty le 
City, and levell'd it with the Ground, becauſe it  W 
had vigorouſly reſiſted his Forces when he march'd n 
againſt Niger; and ſo that famous City continu'd I 35 
deſolate for above 130 Years, till the Reign of I 7% 
Conſtantine the Great. In the mean time, Albinus be- fo 
ing advertis'd of Severus's March towards Rome, he #o 
 remov'd out of Britain into Gaul, where with his pu 
new-rais'd Forces he bad a very powerful Army; 
part of which he ſent to Guard the difficult Paſſes 
of the Alps, to hinder the March of Severus, who 
he underſtood was. arriv'd at Rome, and was now 
upon the March to meet him. Before which time 
Severus had put Niger s Children to Death, to extin- 
guiſh the very Memory of his Enemy ; and going 
do the Wars, he appointed his Eldeſt Son Baſſianus 
Caracalla Caracalla for his Succeſſor, and entitled him Cæſar, 
fir. changing his Name to Aurelius Antoninus, and diſ- 
perſing large Donatives and Diſtributions ro the 
People and Soldiers; this was done about the Sixth 
FF or hk Reign. £ D. ⅛ͥꝛ!! 00 
5 85 Severus drawing near to his Enemies, the Wars 
al began with great Vigour and Severity on both 
Severus, Sides, and about the Alb, Severus's Captains were 
S Expeditioe overthrown in ſeveral Skirmiſhes and Encounters. 
3 After he had with great Difficulty paſs'd theſe 
ans. Mountains, the War was kindled in ſeveral Parts, 
and in many Conflicts and Skirmiſhes Fortune 
 ſhew'd her ſelf very variable, giving Victories and 
Advantages to either Party: Till at laſt, near the 
City Lugdunum ox Lian where Albinus was 1 1 
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both Commanders drawing together their whole 
Force and Power, they fought one of the moſt 


ſharp and bloody Barrels that was ever recorded in 
the Roman Story; Which continued the greateſt 


part of the Day without any. Appearance of Di. 
. 'or Advantage on either fide. At 


ength the Victory ſeemed to incline to Albin, 


whoſe Troops foughr with that Rage and Obſti- 


nacy, that they forc'd Severus's Men to retire, fo 


as they began to fly: And at the ſame time Seve- 


rus's , Horſe fell with him, every Man giving him 
for loſt ; ſo that Albinus s Soldiers began to cry N. 
Gory, Vid om: without obſerving any e in 
purſuing their Advantage. But the Battel was ſoon 
reſtored by Lætus, one of Severus's Commanders, 


who till then with a conſiderable Party had kepft 
himſelf in Reſerve, deſigning ro deſtroy both Par- 
ties, and to ſet up himſelf. His unexpected com- 
ing in, chang d the Face of Affairs, and reſcued 
Severus, Who charged with that Fury and Exadt- 
neſs, that he ſoon plucked the Victory out of the 
Hands of Albinuss Soldiers, who accounting them- 


ſelves Conquerors, had obſerv'd no exact Order: 
And this was ſo well ſeconded, that ſhortly after 
the Albinians were put to Flight; and Stwerns vi- 


taken Priſoner, whoſe Head was ſtruck off, and 


brought to Severus, who received it with exceed- 
ing Satisfaction; and writing to the Senate and 
People of Rome he ſent it thither, commanding it 
to be ſet upon a Pole in the publick Forum. We 
are told that he barbarouſly inſulted over the dead 

Body of Albinus, riding many times over it upon 
a furious Horſe, and caft it all diſmally mangled 


into the River .Rhoſne, together with the Carcaſſes 


of his Wife and Children, whom he commanded 


— 


Numbers even to the Gates of the City of Lugdi- Death of 
num. The City was ſoon entered, and Albinus Albinus. 


oroully purſuing the Advantage, cut off great 2 Our. 1 
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we 10 be flain.. All Senators on the contrary. Party | ih 
Who were lain in Battel, he commanded to be de 
quarter d; and ſuch as were taken alive, were im- ar 
mediately executed; as likewiſe were the Kinſ- 1 
men and Friends of Albinus, together with. many 
of the principal Noblemen of Gaul and Spain. An I th 
Infinite Number of Sacrifices were made to his Fu- I. 
Ty and Revenge, which rendered this Emperor ex- I w 


tremely odious to ſome, and no leſs terrible to ma- ro 


VW 

After this Victory, all the Cities and Places be 

which aſſiſted Albinus were ſoon ſubdu'd and re- E, 

duc'd to Obedience; and Severus leaving Gaul ard ny 

Germany in Peace, and ſending the ordinary Legi- n 

ons into Britain, to keep the Inhabitants in ſubje- Al 

FCition, he returned to Rome, his Breaſt ſtill glowin He 

with a Malignant Heat againſt the Remains of va 

Abinuss Faction, He entered the City in a tri- no 

umphant Manner with his whole Army, where he I fa 

was received with great Appearance of Joy and Sa- ric 

risfaction, though. the People ſtood in great Fear co 

of him. He firſt beſtowed greater Rewards than I tec 

ordinary upon his Soldiers, giving them not only | Va! 

Money, bur alſo ſuch Privileges as accidentally I Vi. 

|  __ ftrengrhned his own Authority, bur proved ex- ma 

1 prejudicial to the Publick. For the Sol- Wa 

Zi.ers having formerly through the Looſeneſs and ter 

1 Neglect of ill Emperors contracted Sloth and Ava- ber 

rice, were, by theſe Incouragements ſtill more in- ma 

cited to violate the Sovereignty, to depoſe, deſtroy, I lar 

and ſer up whom they pleas'd. Now Severus ad- ma 

died more Fuel to the Flame, augmented their Al- ſole 

© Towance of Corn, gave them Licence to wear Gold I dit 

Rings, as Equires or Knights, and to marry. and | Pec 

maintain Wives; which broke in pieces the Relicts 

_ of the Ancient Diſcipline, -'and caus'd innumera- 
ble Miſchiefs and Bloodſheds in the State. After 
theſe Rewards Severus entered the Senate, and 8 
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Diſgrace of that venerable Aſſembly, he renew ea 
the Titles and Memory of the Tyrant Commo lum, ö 
deftroy'd his Murtherers, call'd himſelf his Brother, © 
and made him to be-canoniz'd and ador'd” as'a 
God. He alſo condemn'd to Death a great Num 
ber of the Nobility of Rome, who had been either 
the Friends of Albinus, or of his Party e 
Letters which he ſaid were written by them, 
wherein they had offer'd their Perſons and Eſtates 
to the Service of Allbinus; alledging other Reaſons 
and Proofs, of which ſome are fuppos'd to have 
been forg'd. He us'd the like Severity to many 
Eminent Perſons of Niger's Party; and in this ma- 
ny conſiderable Matrons and Roman Ladies could 
not eſcape his Fury. He pretended to act in this 
Affair by the Dictate of Juſtice and Revenge; but 
Herodian tells us, he was urged on by a more pre- 
vailing Paſſion which he had for Money, to which 
none of the Emperors, he ſays, was fo totally en- 
flav'd. By all which Executions he extreamly ins 
rich'd himſelf by the Eſtates and Goods of the 
condemn'd Perſons, of which ſome was diſtribu- 
ted to others; bur he principally enriched and ad- 
vanc'd a Favourite of his: call'd Plautian, an A 
frican by Birth, and his Country- man, whom he | 
made Præfect of the Prætorian Soldiers, and after- 
| wards marry'd his eldeſt Son Caracalla to his Daugh- n 
ter Plautina, He likewiſe ſhewed himſelf very li- 
beral and bountiful, beſtowing great Favours upon 
many others, and endeavouring to become popu- | 
lar and acceptable to all Men; and to that End he — 
made the nobleſt Entertainments, and the moſt j 
ſolemn Games that ever were made in Rome, and | 
ene Pn large Quantities of Money among the = 
. ſtaid not long in Rome; for underſtand- 
ing that Affairs were unſettled in Aſia, particularly 
that the Parthians had invaded the Frontiers * 
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Empire, and being deſirous of Honour, and to be 
reveng d of ſome Kings who had aſſiſted his Ene- 


* 
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my Niger; he wich Hie accuſtom'd Vigour and Ce. 
lerity departed towards the Eaſt, tho Aged and 
Gouty. Being arrived in 4, ſooner than any 


could expect him, he immediately began the War 
an Armenia, marching againſt 3 King of the 


Arten, who: had been a particular Friend, to Niger: 


The King of Armenia durſt make no ; Reſiſtance, 


but ſent the Emperor Preſents, ſued for Peace, and 


gave ſuch Hoſtages as he required. Whereupon 
this valiant Emperor turn'd his Forces againſt Ara- 


veſted t 


lia Felix, where there was then a Mutiny, and took 


and plunder'd ſeveral Cities; and from thence re- 
turn'd _—_ the Frontiers of the Atreni, and in- 

e City of Arg, the Metropolis of that 
Country. But being unable to take it 8 
reaſon of its Strength and Proviſion, and the exceſ- 


5 five Heats, he mY pe ig to Sea, and ſucceſ- 


fully landed upon the Coaſts: of the Parthians and 


the Perſians; and with a wonderful Expedition be- 


ſieged the famous City Ctiſipbon, where King Arta- 
banus lay with all his Family and Riches.. After 


many vigorous Attacks and Encounters, and much 


Bloodſhed on both ſides, he enter'd che City by 


Force of Arms; and the King eſcaping by Flight, 


his Children and Treaſure fell all into the Hands 


of Severus; Which was accounted the more ſignal 


Conqueſt, becauſe the Romans ſtood in greater 


Fear of the Parthians, than of any other Nation in 
the World. Severus immediately wrote to the Se- 
nate, nc poor the Fathers of the Victories and 
Succeſſes, and ſent them a particular Deſcription 
of the Countries, Cities, Rivers and Mountains he 


lad paſs d, and what Battels and Skermiſhes he had 


Which he obtain'd the Sirnames 


fought, all drawn and painted * Tables, for 


Arabicus, Par- 


tbicus and Adiabenicu. After theſe e 
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. . ee and 


he bountifully rewarded” his Soldiers; and coming 
into Paleſtine, he there forbid any under the ſeve- 
reſt Penalties. to become Fews. From thence he 
went into Egypt, being deſirous to view the famous 
pyramids, and other ancient Monuments of that 
Country; deſigning ſhortly after to return to Rome 
During the Emperor's Abſence, his Favourite 


Plautian, whom he had made Governor of the Ci- 


ty, put to Death great Numbers of the Nobility 
and Common people, Among Which the Chriſtians | 
bore a conſiderable. it. not the greateſt: Share; 


| which caus'd Severus afterwards to apologize for 


himſelf ; declaring, that he had no Hand in theſe 
Executions. The cruel and barbarous Uſage ſo 

generally practis d againſt the Chriſtians, caus d Ter- 

tullian, that eminent Champion of Chriſtianity, to 

publiſh his famous Apology, which he dedicated to 

the Senate, and the Magiſtrates of the Reman Em 
pire, wherein, with e Eloquence, Ev 
dence and Strength of Reaſon he pleaded the Cauſe 
of the Chriſtians ; Complaining of the Unreaſonable= © 
neſs and Injuſtice of their Enemies, and the irregu- 

lar Methods of their Proceedings ; clearly demonſtrating 
the Vanity aud Falſhood of the Crimes © commonly © 
charg'd upon the Chriſtians, manifeſting their Meeks = 
meſs and Innocency, their Temperance and Sobriety, — 
their Piety, to God, their Obedience to their Prince, the 
Soundneſs of their Principle, and the Sanctity of their 
Lives, beyond all poſſible Exceptions. This Apology 
much contributed towards the cooling and quali- 
fying this Calenture, ' eſpecially at the Return of 
the Emperor, who had never countenanc'd theſe 
Severities. But not long after he turn'd his Cruelty 
againſt the Chriſtians, publiſh'd Edicts againſt them WH 7 
as well as the Fews, and rais'd a moſt ſharp Perſecu- —_— 1 
tion, which was the 5th General Perſecution of the Perſecutiog. 5 
Church, This broke out in the roth Year of this Em- A. D. 
h „ eee | 23066 
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Rage of the 4th Perſecution under-Antoninus Philo- 
pPopbas; and the Chriſtiant were perſecuted under 


the Notions of impious and infamous Perſons, 


who deſign'd nothing but Treaſon and Rebellion 
aàgainſt the State. The Emperor's Edits were exe- 


cuted with that Rigour and Inhumanity, that the 


© Chriſtians in thoſe Days really believ'd that the 
 - - Times of Antichrif did then take place. Among 
the Multitude of Martyrs that ſuffer'd under. this 

| Perſecution, were Victor, 'Biſhop'of Rome; St. re- 
nau, Biſhop of Lugdunum or Lyons; Leonidas the 
Father of Origen, who was beheaded at Alexandria; 
Potamiæna, an Illuſtrious Virgin, and her Mother 
Marcella, who after various Torments were com- 
mitted to the Flames; and Baſilides, one of the 
Officers, ho led them to Execution 
Not long after Severus triumphant Return from 
POP, his Parthian Expedition, laden with the Spoils and 
warn; Riches of the Eaß, he marry d his eldeſt Son Cara. 
Plautian';calla to Plautina, the Daughter of his principal Fa- 
Duug hier. vourite Plautian, having before made his Son Part- 
ner with him in his Tribunitial, and ſome ſay 
Imperial Power. This Marriage was ſolemniz d 
_ wholly againſt the Inclinations of Caracalla, who 
much neglected her Society and - Converſation; 
which caus'd a great Hatred and Diſſention be- 
tween him and his Father- in- law Plautian. This 


Favourite finding himſelf rais'd to the greateſt | 


Height, and that he was the richeſt and mightieſt 

Man in the Empire; and likewiſe perceiving that 
Severus Was aged and declining, and dreading the 
Conſequence of his Son's Succeſſion, he reſolv d to 
deſtroy both Father and Son, in order to make him- 
ſelf Emperor; and to effect this Deſign, he made 
choice of a Tribune of the Prætorian Cohorts of 
which he himſelf was Commander. But this 
Treaſon was fog difcover'd by the ſame a” 


inning, or the. 
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bune to Severus, who received it as an incredible 5 
Story, conceiving it only to be ſome Practice of 
bis Son's who fo much hated Plautian. But being 
fully afſur'd of the Truth of this Matter, it was 
determined that this Tribune ſnould go and bring 
Plautian into the Emperor's Chamber. The Tri- 
bune coming to Plautian, told him a formal Rela- 
tion of his killing Severus and Caracalla; and if he 
pleas d to e him, be ' ſhould ſee them both 
dead together: Upon the delivery of which Meſ- 
ſage he ſaluted him as Emperor. As  Plautian 
eagerly deſired their Dearhs, he readily gave Credit 
| to his Words, and haſtily —.— with the Tribune, 
who late at Night brought him into the Emperor's 


Chamber; Where he found the Emperor and his 805 1 


Son amongſt ſeveral of their principal Friends, and 

the Chamber full of lighted Torches. This un- 
expected Sight much confounded Plautian, who - 

being demanded of the Emperor, What Buſmneſs 
brought bim thither at that unſeaſonable Time; not 
knowing what to Anſwer, confeſs d his Error, and 

craved his Pardon; but the Fury of Caracalla was 

ſo great, that no Supplications could be heard, a. 
but his Sword put an End to his Treaſon and Vil- of Plau- 
lany , which had been notorious to the utmoſt tian. 


Severus having eſcaped this Danger, ſpent a 
conſiderable Time in viſiting ſome Cities in ah, $ 
in hearing Complaints, and doing of Juſtice; in 
which he is deſervedly applauded by all Writers 
being particularly ſo. exact as to Places of Truſt, 

that he permitted no Man in his Dominions to 
ſell his Honours and Dignities. Returning to Rome, I udi Se. 
he celebrated the grand Secular Games, which culares. 


were the moſt ſolemn and màgnificent of all o- A. p. 204. . 


thers among the Romans, it being in the twelfth 
Year of his Reign, and fifty ſeven Years fince _ 
they were laſt ſolemnized by 75 Emperor Antoni: 


A 
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um Pius, 120 ſince thoſe under Domitian, Theſe 


are believ'd to have pom occaſion. to Tertullian 
to Write bis Book, de Spectaculis, and likewiſe 
that, de Idololatria. The Emperor likewiſe ere- 


cted many noble Works and Buildings in Rome, 


and other Cities, took great care of the publick; 
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and notwithſtanding his Cruelty and Avarice, he 
perform'd many : Parts of a wiſe Governour, and 
a worthy. Prince. He took ſuch. an exact Order 
in the - Preſervation of his Treaſury, and was fo 
covetous in gathering it together, that notwith- 
ſtanding his large Expences, and his infinite Gifts 
and Rewards, he left behind him more Money 
and Treaſure in his Exchequer than any of his 
Predeceſſors. He kept and maintain'd ſo many 
Legions of Soldiers, that there was no cauſe to 
fear any Foreign King or Nation in the World; 
and was ſo careful of Proviſions, | that he left in 
Reme ſuch Quantities: of Wheat, Wine, and Oy], 
as were ſufficient to maintain and ſupply the 
City for five Years. - But his greateſt Care and 
Concern was for his two Sons, Caracalla and Geta, 


to educate them according to their Quality and 
Dignity in all worthy and virtuous Exerciſes, and 


Caracalla 
and Geta 
ſecur'd in 


: the Empire. « * 2 Ke 
cient Inſcriptions, Sever and his two Sons are 
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vice, that the Northern Inhabitants of Britain Were 


4 


to eſtabliſh a laſting Amity between them, for they 
had often violent Heats and Diſſentions. And de- 
fgning the Empire for them both, he declared 

them his Succeſſors conjointly, and in a manner 
inveſted them in the Empire; whence in ſome An- 


put together, under the Title of Auguſti and Em- 
perors. This was done about the 16th Tear of his 


r 


About the ſame time the Emperor received Ad- 


up in Arms, and had been ſo ſucceſsful, that 
the ſtanding Legions were in danger of being de- 
ſtroy' d, or conltrain'd to fly the Province, which 


of an Ifland of ſuch | | 
to go thither in Perſon, though aged and gouty ; Severus“ 


in his Reign ſhould not be diminiſhed by the loſs 
reat Importance, he reſolved _ 


and the better to prevent the Enmity and Irregula- 
rities of his Sons, he took them along with him. 
The. Britains underſtanding the Emperor's Ap- 
proach, and dreading his Power, offered him an 


hanourable peace; but the old Emperor had fuchr 


an infatiable defire to obtain the Glorious Title 
of Britannicus, that he refus'd their Propoſals. 
Upon his Entrance into the Country, he left his 
8on Geta in the Southern Parts of the Province, 
which had continued in Obedience; and marched 


| with his Son Caracalla againſt the Nortbern Bri: 


tains and Caledonians, where with the cutting down 
Woods, making of Bridges, draining of Meers, 
the Enemies Ambuſcades, and Sickneſs, he loſt 


| fifry thouſand Men, according to Dion. The old 


Emperor encountred theſe Miſeries and Dithcal- 


ties with exceeding Bravery, and proſecuted his 
Attempts with ſuch a vigorous Reſolution, that 


he forced them ro a Peace, with the Delivery of a 
conſiderable Part of their Country, with all their 
Arms and Weapons. And for the better Security 


of Britain, he built, or rather much improved 
that famous Wall begun by the Emperor Adrian, 


which he made anſwerable to the Power and 
Grandeur of the Roman Empire. At the End of 
each Mile was a Tower, and between each Tow- _ 


er, Pipes of Braſs in the Wall convey'd the leaſt 


Sound from Garriſon to Garriſon without Inter- 
ruption; ſo that the News of approaching Ene- 


mies was immediately ſpread over the Borders, and 


occation'd Proviſion to be made. for Reſiſtance. 
For this, and his Victories he aſſum'd the Title of 
Britannicus Maximus, Cauling that Inſcription to be 


tamp'd upon his own, and his Sons Coins. The 
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gave him great Uneaſineſs. But that the Empire 


into Bri= 


* ; , = 
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Emperor after this retir d to Eboracum or York, lea- 
ving the Work to be finiſh'd by his Son Caracalla, 
who by his Popularity to the Soldiers, and his ex- 
cCeſſive Looſeneſs, gave an Occaſion to the Caledo- 
nian to break their Articles, and revolt; which 
ſo enrag d the old diſtemper'd Emperor, that he 
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gave Commands to make a general Maſſacre with- 


Hut Diſtinction, which was executed with exceed- 
_ ang Severity. VVV 3 
Severut having been nigh two Years in Britain, 

at Eboracum, he grew weak, partly with Age and 
Travel, and partly with Grief for the irreclaim- 

able Life of his eldeſt Son; and daily declining, 
he underſtood that the Soldiers had declared him 


Emperor. This ſo rouz'd him, that he got him- 


ſelf immediately into his Litter, and commanded 
the new Emperor, with the Tribunes and Centu- 
rions, to be forthwith brought before him, who 

Were all ſo confounded with the Majeſty of bis 
Looks that they implor'd Pardon upon their Knees. 
Whereupon he laid his Hands upon his own Head, 

crying, Know, that it is the Head that governs, 


| 8 and not the Feet, and ſo diſmiſs'd them. His Di- 


ſtemper encreaſing, and perceiving his Death ap- 
proaching, he cry d out, I have been all that a Man 
can be, but it is 15 no Uſe or Service to me now. 
And ordering his Urn to be brought, wherein his 
Aſhes were to be inclos d, and taking it in his 
Hands, Little Urn, faid he, 00 ſhalt now contain 
what the whole World could not before. After this 


Calling his Sons and his Friends about him, he made 


this remarkable Speech to them, hben I took the 


"far Empire upon me, I found it declining and languiſbing; 
' © and now being aged and decrepid, ] leave it in a State 
” firm and laſting to my Sons, if they prove Good; if 


_ -otherwiſe feeble and ſinking. His Pains increaſing, 
_ elpecially in his Feer, he in vain call'd for Poiſon, 


according to Av. Victor, and then glutted himſcl 


time, we are told, that the, World was ſo looſe, 


| Caracalla immediately ſolicited the Army to chuſe A. D. 


Geta: But the Soldiers having formerly caus d his 
Brother's: Advancement, rejected his Suit, and pro: 
claim'd them both Emperors, and ſo they Were 

acknowledg'd by the Senate. They were both 


of Mertia, and the other of Fulia. _Caracalla was 
ſo call'd from a_new-faſhion'd Caſſock he wore, On _ 


twenty three Years of Age when he arriv'd at thepwors, 


that three thouſand were indicted for Adultery in 


III. Upon the Death of SR his eldeſt Son __ 


him Emperor alone, and to exclude his Brother 


young Men, and born of two Mothers, the eldeſt _ 
racalla 
reaching down to his Ancles, and was about, E 


Ccz Empire, 
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to turn away his Eyes and Weep; but this Pity 


one of the cruelleſt Monſters in the World. His 
Brother Getz was naturally of a milder and ſofter 
Temper, and liv'd more the Life of a Philoſopher ; 

and therefore the more hatred by him. The two 
Brothers being eſtablſhed in the Empire, agreed 
to leave Britain with their Mother Julia, Who was 


then with them, and return to Rome bearing the 


Aſhes of their Father Severus. But in their Jour- 


ney there aroſe ſuch Jealouſies and Conteſts be- 
tween the two Emperors, that it was daily fear'd 


done ſhould deſtroy the other; notwithſtanding 
Julia, as though ſhe had been Mother to both, 
us'd all poſſible Methods to reconcile them, and to 


bring them to an amicable Accommodation. But 


All her Endeavours prov'd ineffectual, and their Ani- 
moſities encreaſ wg upon the Road, either of them 
lodg'd and ear. 


Solemnicy for their Father's ſake, whoſe Death 


was müch lamented, notwithſtanding” his many 


5 Crimes; but in the main palace they tobk their 
- Lodgings apart, and each had his particular Guard 
„ 5 


tred to one another. 
| Apotheo- The firit thing the two Emperors did acc their 
| Arrival at Rome, was the ;potheofis, Deification 


of their Father, which was performed according 
to the ancient and uſual Cultom; and becauſe it 
ſo well hews the Religion and Superſtition of the 
Noam, we ihall here briefly. recite the Particu- 
nate Nee this e Solemnity. Firſt, the Who 
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Empire. Is Jig Youth, when any Criminal was 
cCaſt to the Wild Beaſts, he was generally obſerved 


and Tenderneſs ſoon forſook him, and he became 


| parately, and each ſtood, upon 
his Guard for fear of the other. Being arriv'd 
at Rome; they were receiv'd. with great Joy and 


cers for himſelf; and they never vilited, 
_ ſaw, or ipake to one another, but when they went 
to the Senate-Houſe, ſo inveterate Was their Ha- 
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City. Was commanded to go into. a general Mourn- f 
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393 
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ing, peing mix d with ſome feſtival Solemnity :.. 


Next a pale Image was made of Wax, exactly re- 
ſembling the deceas'd Emperor, which was plac'd. 


on a ſtately Ivory eee adorn WIN: | 


Cloth of Gold, .and plac' 


at the Entrance of the 


palace: On the left Hand were ſeated the whole 


Body of the Senators in Black; on the Right, 


the Ladies of the higheſt Quality in plain White 


Habits, without Jewels or other Ornaments. This. 


laſted for ſeven. Days, during which Time the 


Phyſicians reſorted to the Image, as though it was 
a real Patent, ſtill ſignifying, That they had leſs. 
and leſs Hopes of the Emperors Life; at Which 
Words the Mourners always give a Groan. At 


laſt, when they had declar'd his Death, the no- 


bleſt and -yonngeſt of the Senators and Roman 


Knights carry'd the. Bed upon their Shoulders 


tices. 


through the Via Sacra into the old Forum, where 
oe NN were wont to lay down their Of- 
On each {ide of the Place were erected two 


large Scaffold, one fill'd with young Boys, and the | 4; 
other with young Maids, all Children of the high- _ 
eſt Quality, who ſung Hymns and Songs in Ho- © 


nour to the Dead, in the moſt ſolemn and mourn- 
ful Manner immaginable. Theſe being finiſhed, 
| the Senators and Knights again took up the Bed, 
and carry'd it out of the City into the Campus Martius, 


where was erected a beautiful Structure of Wood, 


almoſt in the Form of a Pyramid, with ſeveral _ 


Stories. The Firſt Story was Square, and was a 


ſort of a Chamber fill'd with all ſorts of combulti- 


ble Matter, and richly adorn'd on the out fide with , 
Cloth of Gold, Ivory-Statues, and ' fine Pictures: 


The Second was of the ſame Figure, though ſome- 
what leſs, having the ſame Ornaments, with this 


open ; Upon this was a Third till els, and upon 
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that a Fourth, and ſo a great many other Stories, 
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Kill growing leſs in 
in a Point. 


Ai_ 


roportion, till the laſt ended 
and Statue were placed in 
the ſecond Story, which was filled with the richeſt 
Flowers, Plants, Odours, Gums and Spices ; all 
Cities, Nations, and private Perſons ' ſtriving by | 
their Preſents who ſhould do ' moſt Honour to 
their deceaſed Emperor. After this the Roman 
Knights rode on Horſe- back round this Pile in a 
certain Order and Meaſure, according to the 
Sound of ſeveral Warlike Inſtruments; to this 
there followed certain Perſons in Chariots, in 
Purple Robe, with Masks on, repreſenting to the 
Life the Faces of the moſt famous Commanders 
and Emperors among the Romans. Theſe being 
ended, his Succe lors in the Empire ſet fire to the 
Pile with Torches; the Conſuls, Senators, and 
Knights did the fame each to their own appoint- 
ed ſide, All was ina Flame in a Moment, and 
at the ſame time from the Top of the Pile an 


_ _ - Eagle was let fly, which was immediately out of 


ght. This was accompany'd with infinite Shouts 
and Applauſcs; and the People being made to be- 


lieve that it was that Eagle which carry'd the Em- 


peror's Soul to Heaven, from that Moment they 


paid him the ſame Worſhip that they did to the 


immortal Gods. 


had reign'd but a ſhort 
time before Caracalla, envying the Love and Re- 
putation that his Brother Gera had gain'd by his 
Mildneſs and Courteſy, ſought means to deſtroy 
bim by Poiton, or any other private Way; and 


The TWO Emperors 


alſo fought to gain the A ffections of the Prætorian 


Soldiers, making them many Preſents, and doing 
_ them, many Favours, withal giving them leave to 
live according to their Pleafure. So that the City 


"Toon found the dangerous Effects of a State being 
_ goveri'd by Two Frinces of equal 


Power and Au- 
n 
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motity, and ſo contrary in their Tempers, that 
they continually practis'd each other's Death; in 


Matters of Juſtice and Adminiſtration were ever 


contrary in Opinion; and in chuſing of Com- 


manders and Governours, each ſought to prefer 
his own particular Friends and Favourites, as 


likewiſe. they did in the Elections of Conſuls 
and other Magiſtrates, which caus'd all Affairs 


to ſucceed. „ to Favour and Contention. 
upportable Injuries and Diſ- 
orders were daily committed, either of them per- 
ſecuting the contrary Faction, without daring to 
puniſh thoſe of their own Party, leſt they ſhould 
make them their Enemies; whence grew an uni- 


By which means in 


verſal Prejudice to the City and Provinces, and 


indeed the whole Empire. Wherefore to avoid 


theſe dangerous Inconveniencies, ſome propoſed 
to them to make a Diviſion of the Empire, par- 
ticularly that Cara calla ſhould remain in Rome, and 
govern the Veß, and that Gera ſhould govern 
iſa and all the Eaſt. But this hopeful Project 


prdv'd altogether ineffectual; for Julia, the Mo- 


ther of Geta, prevented it, not doubting but to 
draw them to ſome Compoſition, and eltabliſh a 
mutual Friendſhip between them. But when ſhe 
had almoſt aſſured herſelf of a laſting Con- 
cord -and Agreement, Caracalla, who deſpis'd his 


Brother for his Inclination to. Books more than 
Arms, reſoved in a more open manner to aſſault 
his Brother, thinking that he himſelf was and 
| ought in Juſtice ro be ſole Emperor, purpoſing 
no longer to endure a Rival and Companion in 
Authority, And with this impious Determina- 
tion, as they were lodg'd both in one Palace, Gets 
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being in the Preſence of his Mother, not ſuſpect- 


ing open Violence, though fearing ſecret Trea- 
Chery; Caracalla, when the Attendants were at 


Pinner, ſuddenly and furiouſly” enter'd his Bro- 
%%% eo TC 
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ther's Lodging, and with the Aſſiſtance of ſome 7 


Seta ſm With him, {et upon his Brother, and flew him in giv 
by Cara= his Mother's Arms, before he was able to put Dif 
call. himſelf in any manner of Defence, or could be F 
rxreliev'd by others. This was the unfortunate wit 

E ud of Gets, after a jaint and unealie Reign of WM beli 
one Year and twenty two Days; being deſtroyd MW mer 
by a Monſter, who obſerv'd no Laws but thoſe of ¶ ceiv 
his own Luſts. ( oY the 
CCC „ 3 Pu 
A. D. IV. Caracalla having committed this deteſtable MW Rew 


212. Murther, with great Haſte and Precipitation left Ml Flee 
the Palace, ſurrounded with his Friends and Ser- for 2 

 __ ants, and with a great Shew of Amazement cry'd IM fuſe 
Caracalla out, That hu Brother would have ſlain him ;. that u- in © 
ſele Emye- thing but his Innocence had preſery'd bim from the WM that 
„ extreameſs Danger. And ae to his Guard, he for e 
commanded them to convey him immediately to W the / 
the Prætorian Cohorts, where he might remain in with 
__ ſafety ; for while he continu'd in the City, he was procl 
in great danger of his Life. They who heard him, 
not knowing what had paſt, believ'd his Words; him 
and both they and many others follow'd him, all 
People beginning to be much concern'd to ſee their I Soldi; 
Emperor retire in ſuch Confuſion and Diſorder our nate, 
of the City. Upon his Arrival at the Camp, where, WW Orati 
by reaſon of his former Indulgences, he was better ber 
belov'd than his Brother, he immediately ran ro Are. 
the Place where the Enſigns and Banners were MW Prat; 

fix d, Which they always held ſor Things ſacred; able 
and beginning with loud Acclamations, cry'd out, r 
That be gave infinite Thanks to the Gods for delivering Wy re 
bim from ſo great and immineut a Danger. The other 
Soldiers gathering about him, amaz'd at this un- Favou 
ſeaſonable Coming, he put himſelf in the midſt Death 
of them, and with a loud and pathetick Tone be- I gave ! 
gan to implore their Aid and Aſſiſtance, telling I him ir 
them, That his Brother deſigning to have murther d 25 softe 
3 5 . JJ "CP 


ad aſſaulted and fought with him; but the Gods bad | 

| given him the Vittory, though with great Hazard and 
Difficulty and that he was fled to them from the 
Fury of ſuch as would have ſlain bim. He ſpoke 
with that Artifice and Infinuation, that the Soldiers 
believ d him; and though he did not expreſly 
mention his Brother's Death, yet they ſoon per- 
ceivd that he had ſlain his Brother. Therefore 
the better to ſecure their Intereſt, he immediately - 
promis'd to beſtyw upon them the ſame Gifts and 
Rewards that were uſually given upon the new 
Election of an Emperor: And immediately he ſent 
for an infinite Maſs of Money, and was fo pro- 
fuſe and extravagant in his Diſtributions, that 
in one Day he gave to the Soldiers almoſt all 
that Treaſure his Father had been ſcraping together 

for eighteen Years. By which means he gain'd = 
the Affections of the Soldiers; and though he met 3 
with Oppoſition from ſome, yet at length they — 
proclaim'd him ſole Emperor, approved of the 

Death of his Brother Geta, and pronounced _ 

him a Traitor, and an Enemy to the Common 4 
wealth. The next Day Caracalla ſurrounded with 
Soldiers, removed to Rome, and aflembling the Se= |. 

nate, with his Guard about him, he made a formal _ 
Oration, excuſing his own, and condemning bis Bro- 

ther's Practices; affirming, that to chaſtiſe an unlawful 

Agreſſor was not only juſt, but approved by the general! 
Practice of Mankind : Of which here was 4 memo= BEE 
fable Inſtance of Romulus the Founder of the City, 

who could not bear the Afﬀront of his Brother, who _ 

only reflected upon his Buildings. Theſe and ſome 

other Pretences cauſed the Senators, ſome out of 

Favour, and others out of Fear, to approve of his 

Death, and to Juſtify the Murther. However he 

gave his Brother an honourable Funeral, bury'd, 

him in a ſtately Monument built by Severus, wept _ 

% often as he ſaw his Picture, and heard his Name 


e 
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mention'd; and being told that his Fratricide might 
in ſome degree be expiated by calling his Brother 
a God, he anſwer'd, Let him be à God, ſince be's mt 


ue. | 


After this, to ſecond his Wickedneſs with the 
greater Cruelty, he proceeded againſt Men of all 
Ranks, as though they had been guilty of con- 
ſpir ing againſt his Perſon , committing infinite 
Murthers and Barbarities He commanded all his 
| Brother's Servants to be flain without Mercy, to- 
_ gether with many Senators and Equites, who were 
Friends to his Brother; and caus'd his own Wife 
Plautina and Pompeianus, Grandſon to Antoninus 
Philoſophns, to be put to Death. He ſent Poiſon 
to Lætus, and obliged him to rake it; who, as he 
was the firſt of thoſe who perſuaded him to the 
Murther of Geta, was the firſt that fell a Sacrifice F 
to his Ghoſt, He caus'd the Head of Papinian, the 
renowned Civilian, ro be ſtrucken off, for refu- 
ling to write a Vindication. of his Brother's Death, 


and telling of him, Thar it was much eaſter to com- 


mit a Parricide, than to juſtify it. He caus'd all | 
Governors and Commanders to be flain which 
his Brother had plac'd in the Provinces, - and like- 

wiſe the Veſtal Virgins, and above twa thouſand 
others, who adhered' to his Brother's Party. No 


Maneſcap'd that had the leaſt Acquaintance with 


Seta: All Wreſtlers, Charioteers, Players, Singers 
or Dancers that had any ways contributed to his 


Diverſion, were all facrific'd to his preſent Fury. 


Whole Nights were ſpent in the Execution of his 
bloody Decrees; and the dead Bodies of People of 
all Ranks and Ages were contemptuouſly thrown 
Into Carts, and hurry'dout of the City, where they 
were burnt in Heaps, without the Decency of com- 
mon Ceremonies. ee 
Ihͤe Emperor took a peculiar Delight in all Ads 
ef Cruelty, for that reaſon alone preferring _ 
„„ %%% 3 ow 
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nibal, Sylla, and Tiberius, before any other Com- 
manders; and knowing well that he could not 
make himſelf more beautiful, he took the Advan- 
tage of making himſelf appear more terrible, and 
like Caligula, affected a cruel and furious Coun- 
tenance. The People were likewiſe miſerably op- 
preſs d by his Cruelties, and the Inſolence of his 
Soldiers; more particularly at a ſolemn Time, 
when the Emperor was preſent at the Circenſian 
Games, the People having derided a certain Cha- 
rioteer whom he favour d, in a great Rage he 
commanded his Soldiers to ruſn in among the 
Multitude, and kill all who had affronted his 
| Judgment. But it being impoſſible to find out the 
Delinquents in ſo great a Throng, the Soldiers ſet 
furiouſly upon all that ſtood in their way, and 
cut great Numbers in Pieces. So that he began 
to be hatred and abhorr'd by all People, but rhe 
Prætorian Soldiers, whom he allow'd and coun- 
tenanc'd in all kinds of Outrages ; and to encoun- 
rage their Inſolencies, and his own prodigious 
Extravagancies, he miſerably harraſs'd and impo- _ 
veriſh'd his Subjects in all Parts of the Empire, 
by his exceſſive Impoſts and Taxes: And he fre- 
quently maintain'd, That Money ought not to be 
lodg'd in private Hands, but all ought to go 10 
the Exchequer, \ to be rin among the Soldier. 
When his Mother took the liberty to blame him 
for his ſevere Impoſts, he like a true Tyrant ſhew'd 
her his riaked Sword, and reply'd, 4s long as 1 
bave this, I will never want. He delighted more 
in the Companies of Magicians and Juglers than 
in Men of Worth; for perceiving himſelf hated 
by the People, he ſaid publickly, That be could 
command his own Security, though not their Love; 
therefore he neither we their Reproaches, nor fear d 
VVV 
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But afterwards, when this Emperor found him 
ſelf generally deteſted in the City, he reſolved to 


depart from thence, and take a Journey through 
all the Provinces of the Empire, giving out, That 


be went to reform the Legions, and eſtabliſh the 


Peace of the Empire. And taking his way towards 
Germany and the River Danube, there, to win the 


Hearts. of the Country People, he followed the 


Faſhions uſed in that Country, hunted and kilbd 
wild Beaſts, took upon him the German Habit, 
which he prais'd and eſteem'd above the Roman 
Dreſs, and choſe ſuch of the German Soldiers as 


= were moſt ftrong and active for his Guard. He 
fought alſo to gain the Affections of the other 


Soldiers, by ſhewing himſelf very affable and ſo- 


cCiable, perſonably atlifting them in their bodily 
© Exercilcs, cating and drinking with them, and do- 
ing many other things like a hardy Man and a 
Soldier, by which means he became popular in 


the main; bur could not with-hold himſelf from 


many Extravagancics and Cruelties, putting cet- 
tain Eminent Men among the Germans to Death. 
Having ſettled Affairs in Germany as he thought 


ft, he took his Way towards Thrace, and entered 
Macedonia, Where an extravagant piece of Folly 


poſſeſsd him: For here he pretended to be an ex- 


cCeeding Admirer of Alexander the Great; and to 


publiſh his noble Exploits, ſent Commandment to 
erect his Statue in many Parts of Rome; - among 


Which he had one ſet up with two Faces, one 
reſembling Alexander, and the other himſelf. He 


likewiſe commanded his Followers to call him by 
the Name of Alexander, and Antoninus Magni; 


and by the Suggeſtions of his Flatterers, he was 
brought to ſuch a fond Conceit, that he conti- 
nually walked like Alexander, with an awful and 


threatning Countenance, and like him bent his 


Head to his Shoulders; and whatſoever he ob- 


ſeryd 
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ſervd in the Countenance of Alexander, he imita- 


ted to the Life, and perſuaded himſelf that he had 
| the fame Lineaments and Proportions. 


So that 
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within a few Days, from a German, he became a 


Macedonian in Habir, , Faſhion, and Behaviour ; 


and commanded one Squadron of his Army to be 
call'd a Phalanx, according to the Macedonian Cu- 


tom; and many of his Commanders to be call'd 
by the Names of thoſe of Alexander. Shortly af- 


ter arriving at the Leſſer Aſia, and the Ruins of 


Troy, viewing the Sepulchre of Achilles, he cook 


up with another ſenſeleſs Humour, which was in 


all Things to reſemble Achilles; and his Freed Man 


Fes dying at that Time, he ridiculouſly us'd the 
ſame Ceremonies - that Achilles did at the Funerals 
of his Friend Patroclus. So that in all Countries 


he travell'd more like a Player than an Emperor, 


which Levity and Inconſtancy caus'd the Deri- 
fon and Contempt of ſome, and the Shame and 
Indignation of others. And he was fo extrava- 


gant, that in all Places where he winter'd, or in- 
he caus'd Amphitheatres and 


tended to winter, 


Cirques for publick Games, with vaſt Charge to be 


erected, and within 4 ſhort time after to be taken 


* 


down again. 


Travelling in this manner through the Leſſer 
ſia, and from thence into Syria, he paſs'd over 
into Egypt, declaring his deſire ro ſee the City of 
Alexandria, becauſe its renowned Founder Alex- 
ander, though with deſign to be reveng'd on the 
| Inhabirants tor their Jeſts and contemprible Names 


they had given him, conformable to his Perſon and 


Vices. At his Arrival he was ſolemnly receiv'd, 
and with great Joy. the Air being ſweetned with 


the richeſt Perfumes and Gums, the Ways ſtrewd 
with Flowers, and a mighty Concourſe of People 
gather d together ſrom many Parts, Here he of- 


rd ſeveral Sacritices, and ſhe wd many great Fa- 
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. _ _ vonrs to the Inhabitants; but ſoon after aſſembli n 
them to ſee ſome publick Games, he cauſed them 
to be ſuddenly ſurrounded by the Soldiers; and in- 
finite Numbers of all Ages, Ranks, and Degrees, 
were cut in pieces, to the incredible Aſtoniſhment 
and Terror of the whole City and Country. Ma. | 
ny of the Soldiers were likewiſe kill'd, and the «; 
ſlaughter was ſo great, that Herodian tells us, that afi 
- "ul hy Plain flowed with Blood, which diſcharging Br 
it ſelf into the Sea and the Nile, diſcoloured the ce 
Mouth of that mighty River, and all the Neigh- MW wi 
/ ²ĩ 0itn oe op 

After this barbarous Inhumanity at Alexandria, 
he return d through Paleſtine into Syria; and being W Q 
defirous to ſignalize himſelf by ſome memorable fin 
Exploit, he ſent an Embaſſy to Artabarus, King an 
of Parthia, to defire his Daughter in Marriage, de- ani 
claring, That he was coming to ſolemnize the Nupti- he 
als; and that King being perſuaded to meet the Cc 
Emperor in a ſpacious Plain with a ſplendid Con- crc 
courſe of Nobility, unarmed Soldiers and People, of 
be ſuddenly fer upon them with his Army, and BY wi 
made a moſt terrible Slaughter, Artabanu himſclf ſpi 
With great difficulty eſcaping. Spartian tells us, W we 
that in the midſt of this tumultuary Engagement tin 
Ciaracalla let looſe wild Beaſts among them, which Af 
- Mill added to the Miſchief and Confuſion. Gain- Th 
ing by this Exploit much Booty, and as he thought, MW Cz 
much Glory, he writ long and boaſting Letters to ag, 
the Senate, as if he had made an entire Conquelt MW im 
of the Eaſt, aſſuming the Title of Partbicus for this W fea 
piece of  Treachery, as he had before that of G- wi 
_  manicas, for killing ſome of the German Nobility. W de! 
He ſeemed now. to regard neither true Honour Ch 
nor Virtue, but gave himſelf up to all kinds of Ct 
Luxury and Extravagancy; and proceeded ſo far, W ga 
as to attempt his Mother-in-Law, Julia. For one gix 
Day ſecing her by chance, or rather purpolcly A 
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© others, and was ſub 
aſide all Duty and Reſpect to his dead Father and 
Brother, he refolv'd to marry her, and accordingly 
celebrated the Nuptials in publick, ſhortly after, 
with the Mother of his Brother, whom he had be- 
i DS... 5. Rd ay 

After this, Caracalla 1. but little Reſt and 


Quiet in his Thoughts, being tormented with in- 
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ARACAEL'A XXII. 4ot | 
let fall her Veil, which diſclos d her naked Breaſts | 


and Beauty, which was great; he with a wanton | 


Look told her, That were it lawful, be would poſſeſs 


that Beauty be ſaw. To whom ſhe made anſwer, 


without any ſhew of Decency or . Modeſty, That all 


things were lawful to Him, wo made Laws for 


ect to none. Whereupon ſetting 


8 


finite Jealouſies and Suſpicions of N 8 


and dealing much with Magicians and Aſtrologers, 


and diving into the Secrets of Gods and Demonds, 


he ſent from Meſopotamia to Maternianus, his great 
Confident in Rome, and Governor of the City, ſe- 


cretly to aſſemble the beſt Aſtrologers, and demand 


of them what Death he was to expect, and lie- 
wiſe to know of them whether any at preſent con -- 


ſpir d or practis d his Death. Theſe Commands 55 


were ſpeedily perform d by Maternianus, who wri- 


ting to the Emperor, either by the Advice of the 


Aſtrologers, or his own Suggeſtions, told him, 
That Macrinus, who was now one f his principal 


Commanders with him in Meſopotamia, had a Deſign = 


againſt his Life, therefore the Aſtrologers advis d bim 


. 


bo to diſpateb Him: Which Letter was ſent 


ſeal'd and made up among others, to be convey d 


with the greater Secrecy. The whole Packet was 


deliver'd to the Emperor as he was entering his 


Chariot, in order to a publick Race with other 
Chariots ; and not being willing to be interrupted, 
gave his Letters to. Macrius to read over, and to 


give him an Account of the Contents afterwards; 


Macrinus peruſing the 1 met with that 


1 
| 
| 


Caracalla 
marries bis 
Mot her- in- _ 
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Which aim'd at his Deſtruction; wherefore fnd- ! bi 
ing nie oun Danger , he reſery'd, that Letter to f an 
himſelf, and acquainted the Emperor with the ne 
reſt. But 1 but Maternianus would i un 
write again upon the {ame Subject, he refolv'a chi 
t ſecure himſelf by the Emperor's Deſtruction ; m 
{And fixing. upon one” Nee a tour zug frong Y 4 
Ip - | ors « 7? 
de bis Brother's Beach, and uit own. Diſgrace, I be 
dae perſuaded him to revenge bis Brat ben, Mur- 
dier by the Hyant ! Deutb, Which he might, eaſy Ml Jus 
ae, being cominually ſo nigh his Perſon 3 pro- I 2 
ming bim not only Protection, but like wile 


| | Vile great 

Promotion after the Fact. Martial readily. agreed 
| to his Propolals; and a few, Days after Caracalla her 
= coming from a Temple near a City calPd: Carre, 
| and riding with a ſmall Retinue towards the City, Ser 
WWithdrew himſelf privately to disburthen Nature, Ar 
| With only one Page to hold his Horſe. Martial I 
| - perceiving this fair Opportunity, and pretending Em 
| that the Emperor call'd him, ran-haſtily to him, 
me Death and ſtabb'd him behind, ſo that he died imme- NN. \ 
an- diately. Though Sparrian tells us; that he did ic Tat 
a While he pretended to help the Emperor to his I not 
 Horie. After which he unconcernedly return'd 
to his -own Horſe, and by little and little retir'd m 

from his Company; but his Flight being perceiv d 
and the Emperor's Death related by the page, he 

was purſued by the German Horſe, and hew'd in 
This was the deſerved Death of Baſſanus Cara- I << 
. -ealla, the Twenty ſecond Emperor of Rome, in 
the 19th Year of his Age; after an odious Reign 
of about fix Years, above one with his Brother 
Geta, and five by himſelf: who by by his execrable 
Vices and monſtrous Enormities, made himſelf de- 8 
tdteteſted by all Mankind, except his Soldiers, who | 
for their on ſakes preſerved him for a while 8 W 
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and 


much Poiſon from the Inhabitants. of the Upper 


Alta, as colt him 2290 


he moſt reſembled Caligula, and likewiſe in his 
Death, Which Was the greater puniſhment an d 


judgment from Heaven, by] being followed by 


that of his Infamous Wife and Mother-in-Law, 


Julia, who being at Antioch, upon the News: of 


his Death, in a great Rage and Deſpair! poiſon d 
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at laſt brought him to a violent To 


poiſon as many ways as he pleas d. In all things 


this Monſter, it appear d, that he had 8 ocured. as 


zrowns, that he might 


- 


her fel, and ſo ended her impious Lite. Caracalla, 


died in the gyoth Year of the City, 241 after the 


Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 217 after 
our Saviour's Nativity, 121 after the laſt of the 
Twelve .Czſars, and 24 of the publick Sale of the 


Empire by the Soldiers. 4 
V. The ſudden Death of Caracalla caus d ſome 


Tumults and Confuſions among the Soldiers; and 
not knowing whom to condemn for this Murther, 
they gathered about the Body; and the firſt that 
came to have aſſiſted the Emperor was Macrinum 
who by his Tears and Lamentations prevented all 
Suſpicion: For all People conceivd that Aartial 
had committed this Murther ſolely out of private 


paſſion and Revenge. Soon after the Army pro- 
ceeded to an Election of a new Emperor; for they 


had no reſpect to young Baſſianus Or Helingabalu, 


whom Caracalla is laid to have had by a Concu- 


bine, call'd Soæmias ur Semiamira, Niece to Julia, 


both by Reaſon of his - Youth, and the looſe Care 


age of his Mother, which made all People doubt 
whether he was the Son of Caracalla or no For 


two Days the Soldiers were 8 whether 


theß 
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1 Bock II. 
they ſhould fix upon Andentius or Macrinm; but 
knowing the former to be eminent for his Wiſdom . 
and Diſcretion, and like wiſe his Experience in War, 
they at length choſe him. But Audentius wiſelß 
Tonſidering the numerous Perils: and Diſorders in : 
the Empire, refus d to accept of it, alledging his 
Age, and his Inabilities of governing the Empire 
as he ought; whereupon they immediately choſe 5 
Macrinus, Who readily accepted of it, and making 
A flattering Oration to the Soldiers, he diſtributed 1 
great Quantities! of Money among them to pur. | * 
Chaſe their Favour and Fidelity. He alſo nomi- 1 
nated his Son Diadumenus for his Companion 
and equal in the Empire, to whom he gave the 
Name of Antoninus, both to take away the Suſpi- 
cion of the Murther of Caracalla, who was called 
Antoni nau, and becauſe that Name was highly ac- 
ceptable to the Romans, upon the Account of the 
excellent Reigns of Antoninus Pius, and Antoninus 
- Philoſophus. He likewiſe wrote long Letters to the 
Senate and People of Rome, reciting the Manner of 
bis Election, and deſiring their Approbation of it, 
Macrinus uſing likewiſe many ſolemn Oaths, That be was 
' and his Sen not guilty of the Death of Caracalla, The Senate 
nus e, being certify d of the Death of Caracalla, without 
Emperors. much conſideration of the Deſerts of Macrinu, 
__confirm'd the Election; and likewiſe that of his 
Son and Companion Diadumenus. They order'd 
alſo all common Informers, and Servants who had 
accus d their Maſters, to be publickly Gibbetted; 
and what by Proſcriptions, and what by Capital 
pPuniſnments inflicted on profligate Villains, the 
City and Empire was tolerably well purg'd, and 
the People had ſome kind of Security and Dawn 
// S203 ADEPT ad 70. ot 47 
O! dilius | Macrinus at his Entrance upon the Em- 
pire, was about fifty three Years: of Age, being of 
An obſcure Parentage, ſome ſay a Moor by _ 
VVV 
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crinus Wel 


who with ſmall Deſerts, and by way of Favour, 


-attain'd to the Office of Prætorian Præfect, and 
now by Trealon and Chance arriv'd at the Empire. 
Shortly after his Election he receiv'd Intelligence, 
that Artabanus, King of Parthia , was coming 
down with a mighty Power to be revenged of the 


Injury and Barbarity of Caracalla, knowing no- 
thing of his Death. This cauſed Macrinus and 


the Progteſs of the Parthians, Who came ver7 
ſtrong both in Horſe and Foot, and brought ma- 
ny Camels with them. In a ſhort time the two 
Armies met, and came to a moſt bloody Battel, 


. which continued two ſeveral Days, wherein both 


Roman: and Parthians fought ſo obſtinately, that 
at both times the Night only parted the Conteſt, 
and either Party cry d, Vidory, Vi&ory! though 


both were miſerably harraſs d and ſlaughter d, with- 


out any 1 Difference or Advantage. Ma- 

t knowing that Artabanus came highly 
inrag'd with - Caracalla in particular, ſent him He- 
ralds and Ambaſſadors, certifying him of his Deatk 


before the Bartel ;- Aud if be deſired che Amity and = 


Alliance of the Romans be was. ready to grant it. 


Artabanus underſtanding that his great Enemy was 


dead, of which he had no Intelligence till then, 
readily embrac'd his Propoſals of Peace and Amity, 


upon Condition that all ſuch: Priſoners as were ta- 


ken by the Treachery of Caracalla ſhould be imme- 
diately reſtor d, which was accordingly performed, 


and a Peace concluded; A4rtabanus returning home 


to Parthia, and the two Emperors to Antioch in 
J 8 „„ ro 
Being at Antioch, Macrinut principally followed 


the Pleaſures of the Place, neglecting the Governs 


ment of the Empire, delaying his Journey to Rome, 
though he was often urg'd by his own Soldiers, 
and — olicited by Letters from thence to come = 
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tube City; And in this he committed a great Error; 
for his ſtaying at Antioch was the firſt ſtep to his 
Ruin, where neglecting his principal Concerns, he 
gave himſelf. up to Riot and Luxury. Where- 
upon the Roman Soldiers, being deſirous of return- 
ing to the City, began to murmur and repine at 
nis Delays, and way of Living, and like wiſe to 


| verity in puniſhing the 
= Times was inſupportable, eſpecially to thoſe who 
=  - made and deſtroy d Emperor's as they pleas d. His 
 Þ Severity was duch, that inſtead of Macrinm, he was 


it were a Shamble of murther'd Men, He waslike- 
|  Twiſe named Aezentius, becauſe; like him, he ſome- 


ddemned his. Soldiers to the Crols;; and always in- 
flicted upon them the Puniſhment of Slaves. He 


: > _ _ _ HofteſSs Maid, to be ſcwed up in the Bellies of 


* 


two great Oxen open d alive, with their Heads only 


dio each other. He caus'd thoſe Soldiers who com- 
l mired Adultery to be ty'd to their Female Ctimi- 
mas, and burnt them alive; tho 
that his Wife Nonia Celſa was inſatiable that way, 
ie Was wont to ſay, That he uu very, mild und 
mueraiful, when in a Alutim be puniſhed but one Sol- 
Auer in à hundred with Death; whereas he thought they 
dueſervd to be decimated, or at leaſt one in tent) 1 


me by ſhunting them up in ceibd Walls, where 


if. they dy'd miſerably. Theſe Scverities made the 
i  —' moſt of the Soldiers abhor him; and the Senſe of 
18 Loyalty being long forgotten, they grew more and 


* 
W fy 


ceedings 


, 8. » 1 


* 


contemn and deſpiſe him. But that which causd 
the Soldiers greateſt Hatred, was his extreme Se- 
m, Which in theſe licentious 


by his own Seryants termed Macrlinus, as much 
2s to ſay Butcher; becauſe he made his Houſe as 


bt —_. -timesJoin'd Living Bodies to Dead. He con- 
commanded two Soldiers, who had raviſſied their 
A dar, har en might havellibercy.ro-dgeak 


1 we are told 


„ ſuffer We are likewiſe inform'd that he puniſhell 


re audacious, and began openly. to tax che Pro- 
7 m4 s ; 2 f- % 7 ; . l CEO} 
; A *F Nh „ a 3 f 
- * # 4 a ; . 8 2 3 ＋ is | ; 


ZN. * * : 
" <4 3 4 
Zh. „ Xs 1 7 * A 


——— 


8 3 
3 


. 


28 208 


* 
"WF 


His Death, and likewiſe to practiſe it, within a Year 


after they had given him che Empire. 


But that Which the moſt of all promoted the | 
Ruin and Downfal of Marcrinys, Mas the Contt- 
vances and Arrtifices, off Meſa, Sifter to the late 


= 


diſtant fröm Antioch, and Macrinus's Army. This 


Woman had two Daughters, Semiamira and Mam _ 
mea : The former had a Son named Baſſlanus, _ 
fourteen Years of Age; and the latter another 
call'd Alexianus, two Years younger. All theſe 


were then, with Maſa at Emeſa, in which City ſhe 
made both her Grandſons Priefts of a magnificent 


ſftina, Empreſs to Antoninus Philoſophus, and now 


dedicated to the Sun. Baſſianus the. Eldeſt was 
particularly call'd Heliogabalus, Which in the PE- 

nician Language ſignifyed, 4 Prieſt of the Sun; and 
by reaſon. of his great Beauty was much admired :-.. 
by the. Roman Soldiers. This was ſoon perceiv'd . 
by Maſa, who being very rich in Gold and Jewels: 


% 
. 


by means of her great Bribes and Gratuities in 
former Reigns, gave many Gifts and Preſents to the 
' Reman Soldiers, Who frequently repaired to this 
Temple, both from the Garriſon in the City, and 


from the Camp of Macrinus. She often ſhewed 
them her Grandſon Heliogabalus, and as oſten told 


Temple, formerly erected to the Memory of Fau- 


a . IS * k £ 


B n „„ F $92 Sian POrizatTs 
- Empreſs. Falia, à Woman of great Subtilt7 and 
Policy, who ever ſince the Death of Caracalla con- 
tinu d ip a City of Phenicia called Emeſa, not fa 
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them, That both He and his Couſin or Brother Alexi- _ 


anus were begotten zy Caracalla, whom Macrinus 
bad ſlain by Treaſon ; which they believing, ſeveral +. 
by Sight. and others by Report, began to affect 


him, and to deſire him for their Emperor. On the 
contrary, Macrinus being generally hated by the 
Soldiers, ſome Colonels and Captains near Emeſe, 


d 4 


mov'd by the large Preſents and Promiſes of ED Boe 
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the greateſt part agreed, That he ſhould ſend I. 


liogabalus into their particular Camp, and they 
would proclaim him Emperor. Whereupon this 
ſubtle Projectreſs, being well acquainted with Em- 
perors Courts, immediately took her Grandſon 


y the Hand, and went with him to the Camp, 
where he was immediately received Emperor; 
Though  Capitelinus tells us, that certain of Magri- 


Heliogabalws, . This matter being publiſt'd abroad, 
the Report of it caus'd great Alterations in Men's 
Minds; and all Men began to affect Heliogubalus, 
as being both Son and Grandſon to an Emperor, 
and for having the Name of Antoninus, which they 


- accounted both ſacred and fortunate. But Macri- 


ns ſhewed little Concern, contemning that Fa- 
Aion, which was rais'd only by a Woman and a 
- Foy, judging it ſufficient to ſend an Officer call'd 
Julian, With certain Legions, . to beſiege and de- 
ſtroy them; which might have been eaſily effected, 
bad he gone in Perſon. The Forces of © Helioga- 


balus were inſufficient to give Battel to Julian; 


but remaining in their Camp well fortify'd and 
provided, they ſuffered themſelves to be inveſted: 
But the Soldiers of both Parties often conferring 
together, choſe in the Camp ſhewing young He- 


wt bs. + | 


luiogabalus to the other, put them in mind of his 
Father's Munificence to them, and Macrinus Se- 
VvVerities, perſuaded them to follow him: Which 
prov'd fo effectual, that they immediately cut off 
the Commander Julians Head, and went over to 


Heliogabalus. 


ke News of the Revolt was a Thunder-clap to 
Macrinus, Who immediately with his Son was 
- oblig'd to forſake the Pleaſures of Antioch, and 


"with his whole Force and Power to march againſt 


Nleliogabalun. In the Confines of Syria and Pb. 
| »'nigia both Parties join'd Bartel, in which Fear and 


Deſpair 


dap IV. HELIOGABALUS XXIV. 405 
Deſpair caus d the Soldiers of Heliogabalus ' to fight 
furiouſly and obſtinately; but of Macrinuis hide 

only the Prætorian Soldiers perform'd their Duty, 

the reſt were remiſs and negligent; and a confi _ 
derable part abandoning him, went over to tlje 
contrary fide : Whereupon Macrinus accounting The Onere 
himſelf loſt and deſtitute, fled from the Battel, and en: 
Heliogabalas gain d the Victory. He and his Son, 

with ſome choice Friends, travel'd with the u- 

moſt Expedition and Privacy through the Provinces 

of the Leſſer Afia, and enter'd| Birhynia, With a De- 
termination to get to Rome as ſoon as poſlibly he 
could, where he knew his Arrival was much de- 

fired: But unfortunately falling fick in the City 

of Chalcedon, he was overtaken by thoſe whom 
Heliogabalus had ſent to purſue him; who ſhewing 

their Letters and Commands to the City, and de- 

claring the Victory of Heliogabalus, were obey d; 

and Macrinus lying ſick, void of all Favour and 
Friendſhip, together with his Son, was there put 

to Death. Thus unfortunate were Macrinus and ud deaths 
Diadumenus , the Father and Son, who together I Men- 


0 {451 loa nd 
made the Twenty third Emperor of Rome, having Diadu- 


cign'd bur one Year and two Months: All which menus. 
1 occaſion d by the Negligence and Remiſsneſs, 

as much as Severity and Cruelty of Macrinus; Oo 
notwithſtanding he had the Reputation of a' nice | 
and experienced Commander, was overthrown and 
depriv'd both of his Life and Empire, only by an 
old Woman and a Child. This happen'd in the 
971ſt Year of the City, 218th after our Saviour's 
Nativity, and the 25th after the publick Sale of the 
Empire by the Soldiers. - ae be 


» 


Vl. Immediately after the Death of Macrinus and 4, D. 
his Son, Heliogabalus, by the Advice of his Grand- 218. 
mother MæſJga, wrote to Rome in the moſt obli. 
ging and fawning manner imaginable; which was 

| ho 4 ns not- 
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notwithſtanding ill digeſted by the Senate and peo. 


of 
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ple of Rome, Who much more. defired the Govern. 
ment of Macrinus.. But finding they were fo un- 
able to reſiſt ſuch a powerful Party, they yielded 


Lasa ſome hopes from his good Form and Conftiturior 
ok Body, . and che Name of Antonin, which in 


Rome was highly eſteemed and reſpected. By rea. 
_ -fon of his Yourh all things were now order'd by the 
Counſel and DireCions of Mæſa and her Favou- 
Tites; who ſertling che Affairs of the Eaſt, haſten'd 
towards Rome with the young Emperor; bur being 
Conſtrained to tarry in Bithynia, he there by ſepye⸗ 
Tal Inſtances manifeſted his ſcandalous and irre- 
Claimable Life. He was bur fourteen Years of Age 
When he was elected; and as he was the young 
ft, ſo he was the moſt profligate Emperor that 
Nome ever ſaw. This Monſter had more Names 


o 
$ <1 w 


than Hydra had Heads , for while he Was a private 

= 5 + he was call'd Varias, from one of his repu- 
ted Fathers a Syrian; next Avitus and Lupus, from 
BY . + his Grandfather by his Mother's ſide. He was alſo 
TS © nam'd. Aris, from a birbarous Habit he then 
Bur lite tome of the Aten Prielts ; and like 
Wiſe Heliogabalus, for being a Preſt of the Sun, 2 
Was formerly mention'd. As ſoon as he paſs'd for 

wo  Cearacallss. Natural Son, to gain the Affections of 
|= the Soldiers he was cali'd Baſſianus; as he was ſoon 
| after call'd Antoninus to pleaſe the Senate and peo- 
ple of Rome; Which Name he ſo much diſhonour'd, 

that he was call'd Pſeudo- Antoninus, and the Roman 
Snadanapalus; and laſtly, Tiberius and Tractitius 

from the manner of his Death. His Life is one 
continu'd and amazing Inſtance of the moſt ſuper- 

+...  lative Effeminacy, and the moſt unaccountable Ex- 
trayagancy; and it cannot be determin'd which 
Was moſt notorious, his unbridled Obſcenity, his 
boundleſs Prodigality, or his fantaſtical N 


Helioga- Obedience to Heliogabalus ; of whom they conceiv'd 
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Urania, ſayi 


o his God; and commanded all the 


Of 3 8 8 9 Pls writers ee; 


which as they cannot be omitted without leaving 55 
out the whole Reign, ſo they cannot be related 
with the Method and Decency which either Hifory 
or Biography requires. Therefore I hope the Reader 
will excuſe my complying with the Meanneſs and 
Baſeneſs of my Subject and Materials, and my hand- 
ling that Traſn and Din which 1 could not avoid 
without a total Silence. 

Being folemnly e at Reb, tha firſt ching 


be undertook was the building of a Magnificent 5 


remple in the Suburbs to the San, his God; into 
which every Tear with great Solemnity he brought 
him, preferring him before Fupiter, and made an 
Edict that the Romans ſhould pay a greater Vene- 
ration to the ne. God Heliogabalus, than to any 
other, Who; he ſaid, were all Servants to his God; 
therefore he plunder d other Temples to enrich his = 
own, and endeavour'd to hinder the worſhipping. 
of all other Gods but his. He declar'd, | Thar he 
would commund the Worſhiplof the Jews; Samaritans, ; 
and Chriſtians, to. be . wt We in bis 


Ten . 


Then, that ls God might not de Anina of a. 
partner and Companion, he marry'd him to the 
mcient Image of Pallas, which for many Ages had 
been kept up with great Devotion; but this Match 


diſpleaſing him, in a ſhort time he declared, Tbae 
bis God could not love ſo Martial 'a Wife, and there- 


fore diyorc'd his ſirſt Wife, and marry'd him to 
g, It was much more proper to marry 
the Sun and tbe oF rogether. And for a Portion 
he gave all rhe Treaſure in the Temple of ani 
People of 
lick Feaſts 


Rome and 2 to make ſolemn and pub 


tor Joy of this fortunate Match. Nor was he leſs 


ſckle in relation to hisown Wives; for he had ſix 


in the mort time 'of * * " The: firſt was 


Ania 


ha WE e 
A 


we Romaii Hiſtory, "Book 11 
- Annia Fauſtina, of the Lineage of Commodas, for Fo 
* 


the Enjoyment of whom he caus'd her Husband 
Baſſis to be put to Death, not permitting her u ,; 
weep for him. Divorcing her, he marry'd Ca- 
nelia Paula, an illuſtrious Lady, to make himſelf ; 
Father betimes, as he ſaid; yet ſoon after, only upon 
pPretence of having a Spot in her Body, he put her 
away, and diveſted her of all Honours. After this, 
pretending to be in Love, he forc'd Aquilia Sever, 
one of the Veſtal Virgins, from her Solitude, and 
marry d her; which by the Romans was accounted 
2 Crime of the higheſt Nature, Underſtanding 
the Senate were diſpleaſed at this Sacrilegious Ad, 
he wrote to the Fathers, affirming, She was 4 ji 
Match for a Prieſt; and that from him and the chit 
\ Prieſteſs of Veſta, there might 5 ing a Generation wor- 
. thy . of the immortal Gods. Yet he ſoon after di 
vorc'd this Wife, to eſpouſe another, and likewiſe 
twꝛo more, whole Names are unknown, it being hard 

to determine, whether he was more blameable fo 
his frequent and illegal Marriages, or His ſudden 
and cauſleſs Divorces: And at length, being pol. 
ſeſs' d with a continual Inconſtancy, he return d to 
his Prieſteſs. Aquilia Severa. Nor did he reſt here, 
but he took upon him the W of a Woman, 

and marry'd himſelf to Men, firſt to Aurelius Zoti 
cus, one of his Officers; and after that to Hierocles 
his Slave, who he ſuffered to beat him ſeverely 
When he was guilty of any Exceſs ; all which bY 0 
bore with great Patience and Duty, ſaying, Th , 
2 Wife mas oblig d to ſuffer every thing from ber ownlff by 


le was of a Temper ſo effeminate, and ſuch 
an Admirer of Women, that the firſt: time he en- ed 
ter d the Senate-Houſe, he carry'd his infamous 5 
Mother Semiamira along with him, and took Order th 
that her Opinion ſhould in all Caſes be particu- R 
- larly demanded; and from that — x it 
. j „ 


= 
3 
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as, for mould be preſent when all Matters of Importance | 


lusband were determin'd, and vote as the Fathers did: A 
her to thing which was wholly unknown, and ridiculous 
d Co 0 all people. He likewiſe built a Senate-Houſe a- 


imſelf « part on Mount 9uirinalis, on purpoſe for Women, 
y upon wich ſuitable Orders, Habits and Places; of whom 


put her bis Mother was made Preſident: And their De- 
ter this crees and Conſultations were generally concerning 


Sever the Adreſſes and Apparel of the Roman Matrons, 
de, and their Places and Dignities, their Carriages and Be- 


r ountedſ haviour, their Viſits and Ceremonies, their Saluta- 


tandingſ tions and Formalities, and an infinite Number of 
us Ach Matters of the like Nature. After this he pro- 
as 4 fi ceeded to more infamous Practices, and command- 
he chie ect publick Srews to be made in his Palace, for the 
2 Conveniency of his Friends and Favourites; and 


uit redeemed moſt of the common Proſtitutes in the 
ikewiſe 


ng hard 


dom. He order'd likewiſe that to theſe two Years. 
able fo 


City, that were Slaves, and gave them their Free- 


proviſion of Corn ſhould be given them out of the 


* ; 


ſuddenſſ publick Granaries, founded by Trajan and Seve- 

{ erg LIT its, ate g 
Bs ol ; which was diſtributed with great Regularity. 
nd ON And delighting much in the Company of ſuch | 
ſt here ſcandalous Perſons, at an appointed Time he com- 
Voman manded all the Women that could be found of 
5 5 that Name and Converſation, to be aſſembled to- 


gether, where he himſelf, clad in Womens Appa- 


everely rel, came in the midſt of them, and made a formal 
1ch be Oration to them, particularly calling them Commi- 
„ That litones, Or Fellow-Soldiers; a Word then only us d 
ver dun by Commanders to their Soldiers when they de- 
„ | ign'd them Honour, by calling them Their Compa- 
— nions in Arms, The Matters of which they treat- 


ed and conſulted, were deteſtable Inventions and 
famous | 


Order 
articu- 
rd ſhe 


Means for their Libinious Exerciſes; and to make 
the Aſſembly more compleat, he brought with him 
Rufhans and Bawds; who were his Brokers in thoſe 


tomize 


. 
ny 


6 


* 


* x . 
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tomize this Monſter-of Impurity, and to lay open 


the Variety of his prodigious Luſts and Incentives: 


1 ſhall only add, That he was a Man for all Women, 
and à Woman for all Men; and that the Devil in 


the ſhape of a Hermaphrodite was not able to act 


> 


gremxer Lewinels than ne. 
As to the Prodigality of this Emperor, he made 


it his Care and Study to invent Means of ſpend, 
ing exceſlively, and to find out ſuch Delicacies 


and Rarities as had never been thought of. He 


never ſate but among ſweet-ſmelling Flowers, 
mix d with Amber, Musk, and other exquilite 
Odours; nor would he eat any thing but what 


was of an exceſſive Price, and ſought means to 


make all his Mears exceeding, coſtly, being wont 
to ſay, That that Meat was wholly inſipid that was 


not dear bought. He attir'd himfelf/ in Cloth of 
Gold and Purple, beſet with Pearls and precious 
Stones; and even upon his Shoes he wore Stones of 


 Ineſtimable Value and Curioſity. His Palace, his 


Chambers, and his Beds were all furniſhed with 


Cloth of Gold, Silver and Silk, covered with Roſes 
and {ſweet Flowers, among which were ftrew'd 


many Jewels and Pearls; whenever he took Horſe 


or Chariot for a Journey, all the Way between his 


Chamber and the Place of Mounting, was covered 


with the Powder of Gold and Silver, he diſdain- 


ing to tread upon the Earth as other Men did. 


All his Tables, Cheſts, Chairs, and Veſſels of Ser- 
vice for his Chamber, even to thoſe of the baſeſt 


and meaneſt Offices, were all of pure Gold; and 


his Pallats and Couches, which he often changed, 
were all ſtuff d with the Down growing under the 


Wings of Partriges. He deſpis d all Wax Lights, 


but had his Hall and Chambers fill'd with large 


Lamps, which inſtead of Oil, conſumed moſt ex- 


cellent Balſam, brought from Arabia and India; 
and even his Urinals were ma 


o 


F Wau 2 N i 
: 0 9 5 . "4 : , 
I, 1 2065" * * 3 W 1 . - 1 vt ” "TER 
* q & 7% %. a * > " 2 = 
„ g 8 F 4% * 2 3 x N * 2 . : £7 
0 * 0 ; * 2 | on : 3 - 1 8 
1 4 man | / * & 1 


{ 
| 
1 
2 
d 
lf 
b 


al 


Other 


§•Lmnu! Le 2 „„ 
Chap. IV. HELIOGABALUS XXIV. 45 
bother precious Materials. Inſtead of common Fu- 125 
el, he burnt Frankincenſe, Cinnamon, Caſſia, and 

other Indian ſweet Woods, in his Dining-Rooms. 
Notwithſtanding his Cloaths were fo rich and coſt- 

ly, he never wore one Sute twice; and though his 
Fingers were continually fill'd with Rings, thoſe 
he once pull'd of, were never us'd after by him; .. 
as lkewiſe his Plate of Gold and Silver, when be Fr, 
drunk a Cup, he always gave it away to him that 
ſervd him that Day: And his Baths, after once 
bathing; were always pull'd down, and new built, 

and new. furniſh'd with moſt valuable Perfumes 
and Odours. He fill'd his Fiſh-Ponds with Water 
diſtilld from Roſes, and made his Ships in the 
Naumachias to float in Rivers of Wine, He bath'& 
and ſwam in Ponds of Aromatick Wine, which 
were fill'd in an Inſtant for him, and ſprinkled 

with Roſes, and perfum'd with the richeſt Odours. 

In his Meals he was proportionably expenſive and _ 
luxurious; and that Supper which was of leaſt _ 
Charge commonly amounted to 6000 Crowns;. _ 
and ſeveral which he made coſt 60000 Crowns. 
Sometimes he promiſed to give his Gueſts a Phoenix = 
to eat; and becauſe the Performance was impra- 
cticable, he generally gave them a great Quantity 

of Gold for it. Whenſoever he travelf'd, which 

he often did for his Recreation, he was always ac- 
company*d with fix hundred Chariots and Horſe- 
Litters, with a great Number of Proſtitutes of borh . 
dexes, Which were ſometimes inſufficient, ſince he 
never lay with any Perſon bur once, except he 
was marry'd to the Party. In his Travels wen 
he was near the Sea, he never eat any Fiſh, but fed 0 1 
upon Land- Fowl, and ſuch Fleſh as was brought "\. | 
many Miles; and when he was far diſtant from ge 
dea, he eat nothing but Fiſh, which by Poſts ane 
particular Mefſengers were brought alive to make © 

them the more Chargeable. And for the ſame _ 
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' Reaſon he fed much upon uncommon and unuſual 
_ Meats, imitating Apicizs in cating the Combs of! 


N Cocks, the Tongues of Pheaſants and Nightingals, 


the Spawns of Mullets, the Eggs of Patridges, the 
- "Heads of Parrots and Peacoks, and the Brains of 
_ _  Thruſhes and Phænicopters. He fed his Dogs with 
SGeeſe Livers, his Horſes with grapes, and his Lions 


and Wild Beaſts with Pheaſants and delicate Birds. 


If he was by the Sea-fide, he accounted it an In- 


ſtavce of Greatneſs of Mind to fink ſuch Shipping | 


Z be found there loaden with Merchandize, . after- 


- Prodigality, who ask'd him, 7hether be did not 
fear Want hereafter ? He made Anſwer, ' Can any 


Wards paying the Proprietors both for Ships and | 


Goods. Being reprov'd by a Friend for this itrange 


| thing be better for a Man than to be Heir to bim- 


ſelf? And farther ſaid, That be deſir 
Hecauſe their Ambition of Government wou 


male them 


conſpire his Death. 


© This Emperor was ſo boundleſs in his Prodiga- 


ilty, that he devour'd all the Revenues of 7h, 
5 Spain, 


Gaul, Britain, Germany, Dacia, Illyrium, 


Greece, Africk, Aſia, Syria, Egypt, and Arabia, 
. with many other Provinces and Iſlands; and all 


| was inſufficent for his infinite Expences. He made 


certain publick Feaſts in Rome, which were the 


- richeſt and moſt ſumptuous that ever were known 


in that City; and he made vaſt Diſtributions a- 


mong the Soldiers and Citizens, of Corn, Money, 


Plate, Gold and Jewels; which was the only thing 
which made him ſupportable in the City; as 


| likewiſe the continual Endeavours of his Grand- 
mother Mzſa to reform his riotous and voluptu- 


| | _ ous: Life, and to procure good Order in the Go- 
vernment. But notwithſtanding all her Care and 


Induſtry, the Provinces were miſcrably harraſs'd 


and oppreſs d; and many Barbarous Nations in- 


5 vaded the Frontiers of the Empire. For He- 


es lieg obalus 


. 
51 
* 


4 


liogabalus gave all Offices and Places of Truſt to 
the moſt impious Wretches, and his chiefeſt Com- 
panions in his Lewdneſſes; and depriv'd all good 
and vertuous Men of their Charges, ſent ſome in- 
to Exile, and took away the Lives of others, who 
endeavour'd to reform his Enormities. He con- 
ferr'd Honours on the moſt vile and ſordid Per- 
ſons, made Con ſuls of the Sons of Slaves ; and 
on the contrary put great Perſons upon the baſeſt 
Employments, ca iſing the Entrails of the Sacrifices 
to de born by Cenerals of Armies, and higheſt 
"Officers of State. In theſe and many other things 
he ſeem'd to invert the very Order of Nature, and 
| proceeded fo far in his fantaſtical Irregularities, 
that he commanded all the Buſineſs of the Day to 


be difparch'd by Night, and that of the Night by 


Day; and accordingly he himſelf aroſe from 


his Bed at Sun-ſetting, being falured as other 
Emperors were in the Morning, and went to his 
Reſt ar the rifing of the Sun. His Actions were 
often fo e to their Nature, and ſo 


deſpicable as to his Quality, that in reciting of 
them we can ſcarcely obſerve a juſt Order or De- 


corum. He drove Chariots drawn by Elephants 
in the Vatican, levelling the Tombs which ſtood 


in his way; he was alſo drawn by four Camels 
in the Circus Maximus, by four Maſtive Dogs in 


his Palace, and by four Stags in publick Places: 


Sometimes. he was drawn by Lyons, naming him 
ſelf Magna Mater; alſo by Tygers, being in the 


Shape of Bacchus, whom by his exceſſive drink- 
ing he much reſembled ; and others times he Was 
drawn by four naked Women, and he himſelf 


naked at the ſame time. He was ſo extravagant 


freakiſh, that he cauſed a Collection to be made 
of ten thouſand Pound weight of Spiders, for 
Which he gave a great Reward, declaring, That 
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of the ih; And at inother time he caug'd. to | Fea 
© gather'd ten "thouſand Mice, . 2 thouland Rats, MW and 
24 thouſand* Weazles, and as many Poler cats, for 
Which be exhibited in a publick Show to the Peo- Ii or Þ 
pe] for fome wiſe Stare, WS lie 70 Former Add 


8 were rf numerous Cla 
as often deſp icable and 1 He gave, 204 thou 
pop, 0 eſs terri 

nd Chariots, with vaſt! Quantities of. 5 7590 ten 
Silver; and ſometimes his witf 
that one Man ſhould have en Cam Pref 
ten Flies, another ten 4 7 Weiz che, 10 Gol appe 


and Aether ten Epos, Day 
were ten Be: 'S, ten Crickets, ten ae Bo 155 


ten pound Weig 
: 1 dead Dogs, Bulls Tlelh and Purſes 0 Bias grie\ 

for Gifts and Rewards , rendring _ himſelf con- proce 
temptible and ridiculous to all eople. He had If dicte 
a Cultom to invite to his Banquets Nahr old Men, of ye 
eight bald Men, eight blind of one Ez ye, eight Gent 
ame with the Deir eight een 740 „eight I vere 

wrong and eight ſo fat Th at, t eir Table could Il great: 
ſcarce hold them; wich all whom, he made himſelf In 
and the Court merty. He generally convers'd and I priva- 
kept Company with the vileſt Perſons, Wich whom 
He diverted himſelf ma ny. Ways ; 155 particularly he name 
caus'd them to fit down Wing him at Supper upon I reite 
large Bellows, which being {ſwell'd and di N him 
Would” fuddenly tumble hem 15 5 the Table. zcns 
He ty'd hie Paraſites to 4 Wheel, and nel lits Li 
them round in Water, calling them His Txionian by hi 
Friends; and alſo thruſt has into Chambers with 
deceitful Floors, Which * them down and 
ſmothered them in Rooms fill'd with Roſes and 


mas that . * meet With Dea aths ſuirablc 
to 
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to their Lives. He ranraliz'd them with Mock. 
Feaſts in Wax, Wood, Ivory, Marble and Glas 
and ſometimes the Diſhes which were provided 
for him, were exactly woven upon their Napkins, 

or painted 84 their Tables, withour having any 
Antag rom them. At the ſecond and third _ 
Courſe” he causd Bears, Pardals, Lyons and 
Leopards, Which wanted their Teerh and their 

Claws, to be ſuddenly let looſe among them; 

though ſometimes he made them drunk before he 
terrify'd them with thoſe difarmed' Beaſts. He of- 

ren ſent the Servants of his Kitchin to Friends 

with Veſſels ſupposd to be full of Proviſions for 
preſents to them; which when they were opened 

ared to be full of Frogs, Scorpions, Serpents 

and Flies. Underſtanding that the Citizens one 

Day had taken up their Places before Day in tlie 
Theatre, to behold the Sports, he caus'd Serpents 
to be thrown among them, whereby many were 
grievouſly bir and hurt by Flight: : And after that 
proceeded to greater Miſchiefs; for being ad- 
died to Divination by Inſpection of the Bowels 
of young” Men ſacrificd, he choſe many fair 
eee throughout all Italy, whoſe parents 
wee Hing, that their Sorrow” ag” be the 5 
greuter. 
I muſt not track this vile Priori in his more | 
private Vices and Follies, which were ſo filthy 
and contemptible, that they ought not to be 
he nam d- or remember d: What I have unwillingly 
20n IN recited” were generally publick, which rendered 
ed, him fo odious and aeſp icable, bot to the Citi 
ble. I zcns and Soldiers, that he was often in Danger of 
iced bis Life. His Grandmother Maſa perceiving this, 
jan by her Artifices and Pretences of freeing bim 
ich from the Cares and Troubles of publick Euſineſs, 
nd gain'd ſfuch an Aſcendent over him, as to per- 
15 5 1 on to . his E 2 German Alexianns- FEE 
ble BE i. 


to make him Cæſar and his Succeſſor, and like. 
wiſe Conſul with him, calling his Name Aleran- 
der Severus, the former from the King of Mace 
don, and the latter ſrom the Emperor his reputed 
Grandfather: And at the ſame time the Senate, 
according to his Command, ridiculouſly voted 
Alexander, real Son to Heliogabalus, who was but 
two Years younger than his Father. Having thus 
got a Son, he endeavour'd all Ways to draw him 
over to his lewd Courſes; but this excellent and 
worthy Youth deteſted his Enormities, ſpent; his 
Time in Learning, and the Converſation of per- 


ſons of the greateſt Merit both in Arts and Arms, 


having the greateſt and wiſeſt Maſters in the Em- 
pire for his Inſtructors. This daily encreas'd the 


© Love of all Men towards him, and their Hatred 
to the other, who now repenting that he that 


frais d him to ſuch a Height, . Fm 
from the Court, and put the chief of them to 


Death, ridiculouſſy alledging, That theſe Ped mm 
oy ſpoil'd his Son, who inſtead of Dancing and Revelling, 


taught bim Modeſty and Martial Exerciſes. He like- 
* ſought means to deſtroy him, or at leaſt to 
deprive him of the Name of. Ceſar and his Succeſ- 
ſor ; but his Policy not being equal to his Wicked- 
nels, he was prevented by the Care of Maæſa, and 
the Reſolutions. of the Prætorian Soldiers, who 


highly affected this young Prince; and while He- 


| liogabalus Was walking in a Garden, they endea- 


| 4rd 10 have flain bim upon his Account ; bu 


he eſcap'd, by hiding himſelf in a ſecret Place. By 
the Ferſuaſion of Antochianus their Prefect, the 
Soldiers return'd to their Camp, where xemaining 
in à mutinous Manner, they requir'd, That . the 
Emperor ſhould remove certain vile and impiou 
Perſons, who were very familiar with bim, and mi- 
ſerably oppreſs d the Subjects by the exorbitant Bribes 
aud Sales of Offices. And for the Secure HEME 
C | Perl 
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Perſons and Morals' of young Alexander, they 
requir'd, That. a ſelect Body of | their Coborts mig be ; 


; 
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be his particular Guard; and that none of the Em. 
eror's Favourites and Familiars ſhould ever converſe 
with him. 


4 21 ; 


All which was immediately put in 


Execution, and the Soldiers reduc'd to their for- 


mer tf: 


"is Tully Endearours 10 fupplane his Couſin 
Alexander haſten'd his Ruin; and being forerold 
ſhould die a violent 


by the Syrian Priefts, That be 
Death. he built a lofty Tower with Steps of Gold 


and Pearl, 'whence he might throw himſelf down; 
prepared Cords of Crimſon, Silk, and Gold, ro 


ſtrangle himſelf, Golden Swords and Daggers to 


tab himſelf, and rich Poiſon kept in Boxes of - 
Emerald: and Facyntb, that he might chuſe a 


Death according to his Humour; declaring, That 
by Death 


ith ſhould be more Glorious and Magnificent . 
than any before him. He often fix'd upon Alexan-. 


da's Death; but fearing that the Senate might 


ruin his Deſigns by chuſing another Emperor, he 


reſoly'd ro anticipate them, and on a ſudden ba- 


niſh'd the whole Senate out of the City, conſtrain- 


ing them to depart immediately, without allow» . 
ing to make the leaſt Preparations for Travelling. 
Shortly after, having unſucceſsfully endeavour'd to 


poiſon Alexander, to found the Soldiers he report- 


ed that he was dead, which immediately rais'd _ 


a Mutiny among them. To appeaſe which, he 


immediately rook Him along with him in a Cha- 


ot beautified with Pearl and Gold, to the Camp; 


where the Soldiers Acclamations were ſolely di- 


tected to Alexander, and no reſpect ſhewn to the o- 
ther; which ſo enrag'd Heliogabalus, that he threat- 

ned the ſevereſt Puniſhments ro thoſe who ap- 
plauded his Couſin: But the Soldiers taking this 
Advantage, at his Return follow'd him to his 


Place, purſu'd him into a Privy, whither he had 
1 „„ | 
5 Ee 3 fled, 
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fled, from whence they hawhd him, and threy 
The Death him into a naſty Sink, and then dragg'd bim 
of _ through the Streets of Rome like the Carcaſs of x 
Gabalus. Dog, with this Military Acclamation, The Whely 
_ of an untamed and race ing Luſt | At laſt when they 
found the Bulk of his pamper'd Body too large 

to enter the hollow Sear of a Privy, Which they 

_  defign'd for its laſt Funeral Ceremony, they threw 

It into the Tiber, with heavy Weights ty d to it, 

that none might ever find it and give it the Ho- 

nour of Burial. This was the miſerable and ig- 
nominious Death of Heliogabalus the twenty fourth 
Emperor of Rome; but in the eighteenth Year 

of his Age, after a deteſtable Reign of about four 
Years; a Prince ſo vile and abominable as is be- 

neath all farther Cenſure or Notice. The Judg- 

ment from Heaven appear'd the greater from the 
Senate's and peoples Approbation of his Death, 

and their making a Decree, That thenceforward w 

Emperor of ROme ſhould be call d by the Name , An- 

toninus; which was a Name held in ſo much Ve- 

- >  » Neration, chat all the Emperors fince Antoninus 
| ©  Andof bis Philoſophus had "pit them. His wicked Mo- 
mami. ther hkewiſe receiv'd her Reward from Heaven 
[being lain by the Soldiers at the fame time 
Who thruſt Stakes through the Fundaments of be. 
veral of his lewd Companions, that their Deaths 
might be conformable to their Lives. This hap- 
ned U. C. 915. A. D. 222. and of the publick Sale 
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of the Empire, 2 


A. D. VIII. The. State of Rowe had now been ſeyctel 
222, barraſßs d and afflicted; but upon the Death ol 
Heliogabalus, it began to have ſome Breathipg, .thc 


5 


Senate, return d, änd all the dark Clouds were 
diſpers d by the e 
ople as well, as the Soldiers, was ſworn 2“ 


Alexan- Who by the univerla Conſent of the Senate and 
der made Pe | 
Emperor. * Fw obey'd 


- 


= W. ALEXANDER Xx 4, 


obey dag Em ror 'of Rome, "The Senate offer d q 
END u pon, im many honoutable aneh and 
Sura „ particularly Antonin, and” Marin,; 
but bee wodelty declin'd all, declaring openly in the 
Houle, That be. 17 05 delig bied to fume 15 Velen 
t4 others , aud that fon him elf verladen unh 
their "Favours; 5 Vor tha e oft y 7 Titles of Honour were 
1% burdenſome for one of. bis. Years. Alexander a, 
Pompey had FR acquir 'd thife Titles by their Ex. 
ploirs and Trium bs; but for lim they were ar in proper 
be Name of Cicero fir a Mute, or 95 r 
fan abſolutely illiterate. His Firmneſs, and the en- 
tire Grayity f his Behaviour caus d great Admi- 
ration; eſpecially when they obſerv'd,” that tube 
whole Body of the Senate was not able to Yanquiſh 
the Modeſty of obe young Man. 

Alexander Severus, formerly Alenianus, was nor 
about ſixteen Tears of Age, according to ſome, 
and not fourteen according to others; being born 
in a City of Syria CalPd Arca 7 of Mammes, 
Siſter tö 3 9 4". a Lady o eminent Vertues 
and "Accompliſhments; and bis Fathers Name 
was Varius Marcellus, tho* Dion calls him Geng ſius 
lartianus. This young Prince was a great Lover 
and Encourager of Learning; - and having the 
moſt celebrated Men for his Naſters and Tutors, 
he became skilful in all the Liberal Sciences: Par- 
ticularly he Was an excellent Mathematician, Geo- 

0 1 and Muſician; he could paint and carve 

Gale great Perfection, and likewiſe ſing and play, 

, upon 575 Inſtruments, which after he was Em- 
ror. he never did but in private. He was like- 

rely 91 remarkable for his Poetry; and ſo confidera- 

oh; ble for the Solidity of his Parts and Jud gment, that 

the at the beginning of his Adminiſtration,” he rather 
ECE a wiſe old Man than a Youth; io that the 
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the real Affection of all Men, by the Advice of 


his wiſe Mother, he choſe the worthieſt and moſt 


experienc d Perſons in the Empire for his Counſel- 
lors; and he never acted nor decreed. any Thing 
Without their Opinion, notwithſtanding he was fo 

judicious and ſagacious, that ſcarce any Man cou'd 

impoſe pan him; and if any attempred it, he 
ſeldom faild of obliging the Author to repent of 
his Labour. Among his Miniſters. of State, the 
principal were, Ulpian the renowned Lawyer; and 
Sabinus,, who was call'd the Cato of his Time, and 
ſeveral. other. eminent Men of that Profeſſion, all 
Scholars of the great Papinian ; by reaſon of whom, 
the Regularity of his Government was highly ad- 
plauded by all Men, there being a ſudden Change 


three laſt Reigns the moſt inſupportable Inſolencies 


and Diſorders were publickly committed, and tole- 


rated by the Governors. Wherefore, 


\ ©'The firſt Thing that this Emperor ſet about, was 


to reform all the Officers and Servants in his own 
Palace, diſplacing and baniſhing all thoſe lewd and 


infamous Perſons whom Heliegabalus bad eſtabliſh'd-. 


there, declaring, That that Emperor was an ill Ste- 


and a happy Alteration. in all Things; For in the 


— 


ward of bis People, who out of their Bowels feeds 4 


Company o 


unneceſſary Mouths that are noxious, or at 


leaſt uſeleſs to the State. He would admit none in- 


to his Palace to pay their Devoirs to him, his 


Wife or Mother, but Perſons of Honeſty and good 


Reputation; ſolemnly: forbidding by the publick 
Cryer all ſuch as knew themſelves to be other- 
wile, to approach his Preſence; for if he once 
diſcover d them, it ſhould coſt. them their Lives. 


and had 


He diſpos'd of the Eunuchs whom n py had 


made his great Companions. in Lewdne 


promoted them to high Offices, and diſtributed | 
Tm among his Miniſters, with this Order, That 
| for the future their Reformation did not become 
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Magiſtrate. And that he might remove all Cor- 


had eſtabliſh'd ; and alſo in the Senatorian and Eque- 


being commonly elected both by him and the Se- 
date alſo. He uſually ſaid, That ſuch only ought to 


be advanc d, who could diſcharge their Offices 0 tbem- 
rf | al, That © 
Martial Men had their peculiar Faculties and Abili= © 


ſeljes, and not by Deputies; adding with 


lies, and learned Men theirs ; therefore every Perſon 


Crime, if there was any Cauſe of Accuſation; 


providing, that if they did not ſufficiently prove 
their Charge, and if their Accuſation proceeded 
rom Malice, the Accuſer ſhould be * 5 


cap. IV. ALEX AN DE R XXV. 47 
apparent, it ſhould be lawful to puniſh, them witn 
oeath, without attending the Authority of the 


= 
4 — — 


zuptions of Manners, he ſtriftly forbad the Uſe of 
mixt Baths in Rome, where both Sexes bathd to: 
gether; all which had been prohibited by ſome of 5 
the good Emperors, but were revived by Helioga- 
jus, being highly agreeable to his Temper, . 
He was no leſs careful in his Regulations of the 
Judges and publick Officers whom his Predeceſſor 


ſrian Ranks, he reſtor' d to their Places and Dig- 
nities all ſuch as had been unjuſtly depriv'd. He 
obſerved ſo much Order and Regularity in his Ad- 

Mniniſtration, that all Matters ot Juſtice were con- 

tinually derermin'd by Men of Integrity and moſt 

learned in the Laws; all Matters of Wars were 
managed by experienced Soldiers, and wiſe old Men, 
beſt read in ancient Hiſtories; and in general, he 
never diſpos'd of any publick Office out of Favour 
or Friendſhip, but purely for Merit and Sufficiency, 
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ſhould act according to their Knowledge and Capaci- 
ties, That he might be exact in chuſing Men, 
he obſerv'd. a laudable Cuſtom when he appointed 
Governors of Provinces and Cities, which was to 
publiſh the Names of the deſign'd Perſons, deſiring 
and encouraging all Perſons. to make all juſt Ob- 
ections againſt them, and manifeſtly to prove the 
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- _ __ _ beheaded: For, ſaid he, /ince Chriſtians and Jew C 
alle ſuch careful Methods in the Choice and Ordinatim @ ..; 
4 4 their Prieſts , it is moſt reaſonable that the like 
Courſe ſhould be taken in the Choice of Refdors of Pro 
vinges, to whom are committed the Lives and Fu. 


tines of thoſe under their Subjeion: He neyer 
created a Senator without the Approbation of all 
the Members of the Houſe then preſent, and the 
_ Teſtimonies of intelligent as Perſons; who, if 
they falfify'd, were to be degraded, and caſt into 
the loweſt Claſs of all the People, and ſometime 
condemn'd, as in Cafes of Perjury, to loſe their 
Eſtates, and be baniſh'd for ever. And in choice 
_ of Officers his Opinion was, That they were moſt fi 
er publick Places bo declin d them, not thoſe ho ſurd 
for them. He was ſo very careful of the Publick, 
that he tranſacted no weighty Matter of Judica- 
ture without the Aſſiſtance of fifty wife and learn- 
Men, and twenty Lawyers; where every Man“ 
Opinion was heard, committed to Writing, and 
a competent time Time allowed to each Counſellor 
to conſider what they propounded, that they might 
if not ſpeak unadviſably in Matters of Importance. 
1 Hie would in no Caſe permit Offices and Places to 
. be bought and Sold; For, ſaid he, He who buys his 
Office, niuſt needs ſell Fuſtice: I cannot bear am Mer- 
' chants in Authority; which if I tolerate, I cannot af- 
terwards condemn their Actions; and ] ſhall be aſham's 
| Fopuniſh that Perſon who bought, ſince I once permitted bin 
W527 ae . $5; 
As this Emperor was exceeding careful in his 
Choice of Judges and Magiſtrates, ſo he was a fe. 
vere Puniſher'of ſuch as were guilty of the leaf 
corrupt Practices; and was wont to fay, That l. 
bad always his Finger in readineſs to pluck out the Eye 
of that Fudge who was partial, or a Receiver of Bribe 
I Graruities, in which he was ſo ſtrict, that when 
can e a Perſon accus d for that Crime, came 
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with ſome Senators to pay him his Reſpects, ge 
cry'd out in a violent Paſſion, Arabinus not only L 
lives, but takes me for ſuch a ſenſeleſs Prince, that be 
preſumes to appear in my preſence. He baniſh'd one 
of his Secretaries for Forging a Bill in his Coun- 
ſel, and caus'd the Sinews of his Fingers: to be cut 
through, that he might never be able to write af- 
ter. He likewiſe commanded one of his own: Ser- 
vants, who had received a hundred Crowns of a 
Soldier for a Bribe, to be hang'd in the High- Way, 
where his Servants commonly pals'd to his Houſes 
our of the City. He ſo much deteſted Bribery in 
the Caſe of Juſtice, and Rewards and Gratuities 
in the Caſe of Places and Offices, that he never 
ſpared his neareſt Friends, if they were manifeſtly 
convicted: And of this we have a memorable In- 
ſtance of his chief Favourite Turinus, who by reaſon = 
of his - Familiarity and Artifices, caus'd many to 
conclude, that the Emperor acted nothing of mo- 
ment without his particular Advice. Which be- 
ing related to him, for a full Diſcovery of his 
practices, he caus'd a Perſon openly to petition 
him for a Place, and then ſecretly to ſolicite Turi- 
nus to aſſiſt him in his Suit, by earneſtly moving 
the Emperor in his behalf: Which being done, 
and a conſiderable Sum given him, he promiſed 
his utmoſt aſſiſtance to the Petitioner; and, with- 
out mentioning the Matter to the Emperor, told 
him ſhortly after, That he bad carefully ſollicited his 
Suit, and expected an Anſwer in a ſhort Time. Where- 
upon the Emperor receiving Information, caus d 
the Petitioner to be often urgent with Turinus, who 
always pretended extraordinary Buſineſs, till in 
% the Interim, the Place was diſpoſed of to another 
rib Perſon, and the unjuſt Practices of this Favourite 
ben expos d to the Court, and laid open in the Pre- 
aint {cnce of the Emperor, who being fully aſſured of 
ſeveral Crimes ofthis Nature, immediately adj ag gd 
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him to be bound to a Stake in the main Ferun, 
and to be ſmother' d to Death with the Smoke of 
green Wood and wet Stubble, the publick Cryer 


in the mean time proclaiming, He who ſold Smoke, 
dies by Smoke. He was juſtly ſenſible, that the 


Carriages and Corruptions of the Magiſtrates and 
— Officers, were always of the higheſt Con- 


lequence therefore he was wont to ſay, That it 


"was not 4 ſufficient Puniſument of their Crimes to de- 
prive them of their Places; but ſince their Truſts were 
Jo great, their Lives in moſt Caſes ought to- pay for the 
VVV 
This Emperor was not only careful in puniſhing 
Offences and corrupt Officers, but likewiſe in re- 


» 


warding all worthy Governours and Judges; fo 


that when he paſs'd through their Provinces, he 
took them into his Litter or Chariot with him, 
conferring many Honours and Advantages upon 


them: And the better to be aſſured of their Me- 


rus or Defects, he us'd certain private and ſelect 
Men, of great Vertue and Integrity, ſtrictly to exa- 
mine their Lives and Actions, and to give an exact 


Account of what paſs'd in the moſt remote Pro- 


vinces and Cities of the Empire. When he ſent 


any to ſucceed in the room of a deſerving Gover- 


nor or Magiſtrate, he likewiſe ſent particular Thanks 
to him in the Name of the Common- wealth, and 
beſtowed great Rewards upon him, as Lands, Herds, 


Corn, and many other Things; but moſt common- 


ly they were ſuch Things as fell to him by Con- 


tingencies and Courſe of Law. For though this 
Prince was very liberal, yet like Antoninus Philo- 
ſophus, he was not prodigal; therefore he ſeldom 
made large Preſents of Money, at leaſt out of the 
ſtanding Revenues of the Empire; being wont to 
fay, that the Revenue of the Public ought not to be 
ws but on publick Buildings, or Wars, and on pub- 


ck Occaſions, and not upon Favourites and Servants * 
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© II. Therefore both within and about Rome, he erectec 
many magnificent Edifices, as Palaces, Baths, 


um. Theatres, Coloſſes, Courts of Audience, with 

Ke of many other Structures. He kept a. private Regi- 

yet fer of all ſuch as merited to be conſider d for their = 
wot, Services; and he often refreſh'd his Memory by = 
' The looking into his own Memoirs, in which he ſer | 
and down the Names of publick Officers, with the 1 
Con. Times, and real Cauſes of their Promotions. 1 
gere he alſo regiſter d the Preſents he made to de.. 
94 ſerving Perſons, and when he found any to whom Po | 
ere he had given nothing, or not anſwerable to his = 
r the Merits, he called him to him, asking him, Wey be = | 
4 was ſo backward in demanding a Reward? And why | L | 
bing Fl; would ſuffer him to be in his Debt? He was moſtt 
n rer. ſevere: towards Thieves; but was very liberal to 
; 1M ach/as he knew to be poor, that they might have — 
be no Temptations to ef ppp covet the Goods o.. | 
him, N ters. Le lent to them large Sums of Money, 3 
pon out of the Exchequer, with a ſmall Intereſt; and to 1 
Me- great Numbers without any Intereſt; to purchaſe 1 
ect I themſelves Lands, upon Condition of paying the TED, 
c If Debr only in the product. He is obſerved every. 1 
xact Day to have done ſome good to others, in which 4 
Fro: ¶ he exceeded the renowned Titus, by having the | | 
ſent Happineſs / of a longer Reign. He was allo ſo =o 
Ver- remarkable for his Mercy and Clemency, that in i 
nks I al bis Reign there was not one Senator put to 

and Death, nor any other Man, before his Accuſation 

rds, I was throughly heard, and his Offence ſufficiently 

o I proved: | Yer he ſeldom remitted any great Crime; 

. but never puniſhed with Cruelty. When any Of- 

this fender or Robber was puniſhed, he ordered the 

%, common Cryer to uſe this memorable Sentence, 

om Do not that to another, which you would not have ano- 

the tber do to you, Which he ſaid he learnt from the 

Of Chrifians. * And he was fo in love with this Sen- 

| be tence, that he made Inſcriptions of it upon his own, 

t: e 


e Rei Huy. "nk U 
palace, his Courts of Judicature, and his Public 
x Works and Buildings. te 
Though this Emperor was oy; extefut> of the 
tende of his Exchequer, yet he never encteas' 
them, or invented new Impoſitions; but modera. 
dell and limited thoſe of Hehogabalus, ſo that in his 
Reign much leſs Tribute was paid than to many of 
155 predeceldrs and no Man was injur d or 
preſs'd upon the Account of Taxes: He te. 
ſtrain d the ordinary Charges of the Court, and 
reqduc d the Palace to an excellent Ofc er; abridg 
ing the ſuperfluous Expences introgued by the 
Luxury of fome former Emperors. He apparelbd 
himſelf decently, but not extravaganti 7, alledging 
That Government conſiſted | in Virtue, and not in coſtly 
Hitive ; therefore he wore no Jewels, nor | would 
permit any in his Chamber, accounting it a-great 
Vanity, That 4 Hs ng jo ſmall in Juamity ſhould bi 
fo large in Price. mbaſſador having preſented 
his Empreſs nt t Unions of an extraordinary 
Sire ah Value, he order'd them to be expOs d to 
Sale; but finding no one able to reach the compu- 
ted Price, and fearing her Example might 'be dan- 
gerous if he Wore any Thing that could not be 
purchas'd; he dedicated chem to ſerve as Pendants Nallarn 
_ ro the Fars of a Statue of Venut. At his Table he Mrs ar 
never drank in Cups of Gold, nor allowed above I ca 
two hundred Pound weight of Silver Veſſels in his Nettrac 
_ Houſe; and whenever he made any publick En- Nom 
5 tertainment, he borrowed both Plate and Servants Nin Ba 
of his Friends. He was' likewiſe very affable and %%, 
courteous in His Temper, admitting any Man into Ps 
His Preſence, and hearing them freely: He famili. feſtori 
cy viſited all Perſons of Worth, and permitted 
any Man perſonally to inform him of his Buſineſs; Invaſic 
il finding their. Demands ' reaſonable, he per- of the 
form'd their Requeſts; if otherwiſe, he calmly I, in 


: 1 ea the — wich chem, and flicw'd thei 
aus their 
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their, Erro . bing therefore blam'a by his Mother 

8 and Wife, vho alſedg d, 7 hat bis great Familiarity 

feds MY made bi, R. 1 ef Teſs Authority, and Reputation ; he 

bdera- anſwer'd, ; wever, it made it the more firm and du- 

in his rale. His indnels and Clen 

or dcd to the Chriſtians, ſo thar they were not moleſt 

ed, but only a little in the beginning of his ten : vour'd. 
And when the Chriſtians bad gotten Poſſeſſion ofa 

„ and Ncertain publick Place for the Exerciſe. of. their Re- 
wride- gion, and a Company of Cooks. and Victuallers 
y the had claim'd the ſame, he decided the Matter by 
rell'd Mhis Reſcript in theſe Words; It is better that God 


o 
* 


ging Ile there; worſhipped in any manner, then the Place 


%% be put rc ſuch Uſes, as they deſign d for it. Ih 
ould lis Temples he had the, Images of Chi, and. © 
great I 4rab2r7, having likewiſe many Chriſfians, in his 
family; but as a blind Man, Without füll Know 
ledge, he plac d Chriſt among his other Gods, offer- 
inary Ning to adore Him under that Notion, anc would | 
74-10 have built a ſeparate Temple to Him, bur Was 


- A 


- 


mpu- diſwaded by the Pagan Prielts. 


* 


dan: Alexander, having reign d about four : Years, to 
be the general Satisfaction ot all Men, began to be 
ants Nallarm'd by the News of the Progreſs £4 Perſi- 
am and Parthians in the Eaſt. Fot a famous Perf 
oe I call d. Arraxerxes, of a mean Extract, Vit Of 
his Nertraordinary Courage and Policy, had revolted 
En- Nom Artabanus King of Parthia, overthrown. him 
ants Nin Batrel, and recover d the ancient Kingdom of 


* 


» F 


i 


” 


od nfs, which for ſeveral Ages had been fubject to 
into te Parthians ; after which he made Pretences of 
nili- retoring che Perſan Empire to all its former Power 


tied ind Splendor, and accordingly began a. vigorous 
eſs; Minvation of 5 ria and Meſopotamia. 4 The News 


of theſe continued Succeſſes, at laſt, caus'd Alex an- ; 
dr, in the tenth Year of his Reign, to make all ne- 
(llary Preparations to oppoſe this new Conque- 
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ror; and in a ſhort Time went in Perſon int 
A with a very powerful Army. Not long he. 
fore this Expedition, Ovonius Camillus, à Senator 


of an ancient Family, fwelFd with Conceit, began 


2 Revolt from Alexander, and endeavour'd to make 
+2 - himſelf Emperor. Which being diſcover d, and 
©. ſofficiently proved to the Emperor, he ſent for him 
td »ro the Court, calmly telling him, That be gar 

bim Thanks for. being ſo willing to take upon bim th 


Care of the Empire, how contrary ſoever it was th 
 . the Sentiments of others who were good Men; and 
immediately carry'd him along with him to the 

Senate, and call'd him his Collegue, to the great 

Shame and Confuſion of Camillus. After this, he 
xeceiv'd him into his Court, plac'd him at his own 
Table, and habited him with the ſame Imperial 
Ornaments with his own; and when this War wa; 
declar d againſt the Perfians, he deſir'd him to beat 
bim Company in the Expedition. They began theit 

March together on Foot, Alexander urging him to 

bear the Fatigue with Patience; but at the end of 

five Miles Camillus fail'd, whereupon Alexander 
order d him a Horſe. After two Days March he 
became tired with his Horſe, and was by Alexan- 
ders Orders plac'd upon a Carriage, which fill 
Could not make him eaſie : But whether it proceed 
ed from Fear, Shame, or Wearineſs, he gladly re- 


nounc'd all Claims to the Empire, and would ra- 


ther have dy'd than continu'd in it. Upon this, 
Alexander dilmiſs'd him, and ſent him to his own 
Houſe in the Country with a Guard, where he 
liv'd quietly for a conſiderable ſpace; but was at 
laſt kilbd by the Soldiers, yet wholly without the 
Command of the Emperor, who had entirely 
gain' d his Heart, and had treated him with all ima- Nd 
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GupdV. ALEXANDER XXV. 23 
In this great Expedition againſt the Perſians, | 
Emperor was more than ordinary. one | 

and in the Marches and Mori 
he obſerved the greateſt Regularity and Diſ- 


ons of his 


cipline; maintaining ſuch Juſtice among his Men, 
and puniſhing all Robberies, Outrages; Injuries, 
and Miſdemeanours, with ſuch Prudence and Se- 
verity, that his Camp ſeemed a well-govern'd City. 


His Soldiers were alſo handſomly cloth'd, and 


£ 


nobly arm'd; the Cavalry well mounted, com- 
pleatly furniſhed and capariſoned; ſo that to ſee 
the Army of Alexander Severus, Was ſufficient to 
give" an Idea of the Grandeur of the Roman Em- 
pire. He was exceeding careful concerning Am- 


munition and Proviſions, and that no Soldier ſhou'd 


rob or deftaud another, ſo that if any Colonel or 
Captain detain'd the leaſt part of his Soldiers Al- 


lowance, he was condemn'd to inevitable Death. 


He once diſcarded a whole Legion at a time; 

and never feared the Mutineers of his Army, be- 
cauſe * he knew thar they could object nothing 
againſt his Life, nor could reproach him with per- 
mitting his Officers to keep any part of their Pay. 

ſrom them. He was no leſs careful of all fick and 
wounded Perfons ; he viſited them initheir Tents, 
ven thoſe of the loweſt Rank, and caus'd them 


to be carryed upon Waggons, 


8 


and to ſupplyed 


with all Neceſſaries; declaring, That he defired to 
hok more after his Men than himſelf, becauſe the 


Publick Safety was in them. His Carriage and Be- 


laviour was always familiar and ' affable towards 
bis Soldiers; and whenfſoever he din'd or upp os 
all 


le fate with his Tent 
Men, feeding upon the {: 
tiers did. Beſides, he paid his Soldiers bounti- 

fully, and beRtow'd many Rewards upon them; 
but if any, in their marching near Gardens and 
Vichards, went out of his Plac 
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© The Roman Hiftorg, Bock Il 
them to be beaten with Rods of Iron; if the Dignl- 
ty of the Perſon exempted him from ſuch a Puniſt- 
ment, he publickly reprimanded him, uſing theſe 
words, Would you be willing 10 have this done 1. 


pour Eſtate, which you do to another's? If he ſaw a 


Soldier poor, and wanting Apparel, he reliev'd him 
accordingly; ſaying alſo, How can that Soldier live 
under Diſcipline, who wants both Clothes and Mone); 
for Hunger and Penury will drive him to deſpair, and 
. conſtrain him to act unjuſtly. For theſe and the like 
Matters, the Emperor was infinitely belov'd and 


dreaded, both by his own Soldiers, and by all the| 


Countries through which he paſs e. 
In this Order and Regularity Alexander advanc d 


againſt the Perſians; and during the Time of this 


War, there pals'd many remarkable Skirmiſhes 
and Encounters, till at laſt both Parties joyning 
all their Forces, they reſolv*d to come to a general 
Battel. Artaxerxes, fluſh'd with his former Suc- 
ceſſes, had gather'd together an Army of an in- 
numerable Company of Foot 130000 Horſe, With 
700 Elephants, and 1800 Charriots arm'd with 
Scythes, which the Perſians and Parthians general 
3 in their Wars. The Emperor on the other 
- fide brought an exceeding numerous Army, and 
in this great Battel perform'd the Office of an &- 
cellent Soldier and Commander, perſonally vil 
. ting every Battalion and Squadron, incouraging 
his Men with very kind Expreſſions, calling them 
by their Names, promiſing them great Rewards 
and fighting in Perſon a great part of the Day 
like a valiant Knight. The Bartel continu'd for a 
whole Day very ſevere and bloody; in the Even. 
ing Alexander by his Management gained one of 


the greateſt Victories that ever was known in the 


Empire, Artaxerxes with great difficulty efcaping 
With Life. There were ſlain in this Battel 10000 
Horte-men, Foot-men without Number, * Ele- 
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phants, and 300 taken, as alſo. a looo armed Cha- 

riots, and an infinite Number of Priſoners of all 
Ranks and Qualities, as is evident from the Ac- 
count which Alexander gave to the Senate after his | 
Return to Rome. After this happy Victory, the gy,,.-- 


Emperor without any Reſiſtance recover'd all thoſe ger”; Cone 
Countries that Artaxerxes had taken from the Ro- que. 


mans; and paſling through the Body of Meſopota- 
mia, he enlarg'd the Bounds of the Empire, took 
the Cities Creſiphon and Babylon, and ſubdu'd Aras 
lia, and then return'd to Antioch. in Syria. Hero- 
lian, either through Miſinformation or Deſign, has 
given a very differing or detracting Account f 
theſe Wars, for which he is juſtly cenſur'd by the 
moſt judicious Writers. The Emperor being at 
Antioch, he there put ſome Commanders to Death 


for incouraging their Soldiers in their Debauche- 


fies at Dapbne, and gave great Rewards to others, 
and likewiſe to the Soldiers particularly thoſe 
Lands gain'd from the Enemy, to them and their 
Heirs, if they were likewiſe Soldiers; for he would 
not permit thoſe Lands to come into the Hands of 
private Perſons, alledging, That they would moſt 
carefully ſerve in the Wars, who fought for their own . 
Lands. Here it was that the Emperor's Mother 
Mammæa ſent for the famous Origen to diſcourſe 
with him concerning the Doctrines and Prin- 
ciples of Cbriſtianity; and having kept him for ſome 
ime, ſhe honourably diſmiſs'd him, ordering a good 
Guard to conduct him to his Charge at Alexandria 
% Citron , of ß! ̃ ꝛn } Hon 
Alexander having eſtabliſh'd a laſting Peace in 
the Eaß, return d to Rome, Where he entered in 
Triumph, after more ſolemn and pompous Man- 


ner than any before him, having his Triumphal 


Chariot drawn by Elephants which he had taken, 


o the exceeding ſurprize of the Spectators; and * 


lhe whole Senate and Gentry of Rome, with in- 
„ „ a numerable 
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numerable Throngs of the Commons, Women 
and Children, receiv'd him with infinite Bleflings 
and Applauſes, and incredible Tranſports of Joy, 
The following Day was ſpent in the Games of 
the Cirque, and the Diverſions of the Stage; at 
Which time the Emperor gave a Largeſs to the, 
Poor, and eſtabliſhed Penſions for the Maintenance 
of poor Children, according to the Example of 
Antoninus Pius, Calling them by the Name of 
-Mammuans, in Honour of his Mother Mamma. 
About the ſame time Furius Celſus obtain'd 1 
gteat Victory over the Mauritarians and Fagita 
nian in Africk; Varius Macrinus had good ſuc: 
cels in Germany; and Funius Palmatus returned 
from Armenia with Victory: So that the Breaches 
and Weakneſſes made by corrupt Princes in the 
Empire, began in ſome meaſure to be repaired, 
And in re-inſtating the Empire, and in reforming 
Cortuptions, no Prince was ever more diligent 
than | Alexander; uho after his Return from the 
Eaſt, ſpent two or three ears in Rome, making 
all kind of Regulations, and doing Juſtice in ſuch 
a manner, that he was belov'd and admir'd to 
the higheſt Degree by all worthy Perſons.” Only Pea 
ne was murmur'd at by ſome, who complain 
that he was too much led and govern'd by his the 
Mother, who though ſhe was a Woman of extra. 
ordinary Wiſdom and Virtue, was notwichſtanding luc] 
branded for Avarice. He proceeded to new Re- all 
gulations, and conſtituted fourteen Curators, all 
CTConſular Perſons, to the ſeveral Quarters of the Lev 
City, whom, together with the Governour of the the 
Qity, he order'd to take Cognizance of the Civil for 
Cauſes, in ſuch a method, as all, or the greateſt I Cee 
part of them, ſhould be preſent when any Buſ- tr 
neſs was tranſacted. He diſtributed all the Vint- I ſupf 
ners, Victuallers, Regraters, and generally the Men I es 
of all Crafts, into Companies and Corporations I % 
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omen to whom he appointed Governours and Officers to 
efling MW judge in the Diſpatches that might ariſe among. | 
f Joy. M them in the Matter of their ſeveral Crafts and 7 
nes of M Profeſſions. He alſo eſtabliſhed publick Maga- 

e; aſl ines in all the Quarters of the City; to Which 

to the M thoſe who had not Conveniences of their own, 

-nance might carry their Proviſions, and lodge them with 

ple ef Safety. This Emperor was always diligent in his | 
ne of Affairs, inſomuch that ſcarce a Minute of his 
mic, Time was loſt; his leiſure Hours being uſuall7 | 
nd 2 ſpent in reading excellent Authors, more particu- 

Fagits WY larly: Platos Common-wealth, and Tully's Of- 

Tac WM fices. He was a great Incourager of Learning 

urricd and learned Men; and appointed Sallaries ang 


eachs MW publick Schools for Rhetoricians, Grammatians, 
in the Phyſicians, Aſtronomers, Geometricians, and Ar- 
aired, chitects, ſending great Numbers of Scholars, Wuubumm 
ming he educated and maintain d. Among the learned 1 
ligen Men of this declining Age, flouriſh'd Dion-Caſſiuß _: 
n the that celebrated Writer of the Roman Hiſtory in 
aking i Cree, who was twice honour'd with the Con- 
%%% ͤ ¼ 3.3. PS Oy ra 

"a to This worthy Emperor thus living in perfect 

Only Peace and Tranquility, about the thirteenth Lear 

lain'd of his Reign, the Higb- Germans, and other Nor- 

y his thern Nations, took up Arms, as formerly, againſt 

extra. the Empire, and paſs d the Rhine and Danube with 
ading MW fuch Fury, and ſuch infinite Herds of People, that 
v Re- all Traly and Rome were in a great Conſternation. 
„ all Upon Notice of which, the Emperor made what 

f the Levies he could, and to the mighty Regret f 

f the the City, went in Perſon to ſtem this furious 

Civil Torrent. Notwithſtanding the Enemies were ex- 

eateſt cceding powerful and numerous, Alexander by his 

Buſi- ¶ <xtraordinary Diligence and Management ſoon 

Vint- ſuppreſs'd their Fury, and daily gain d Advanta- 

Men ges over them. But tho' the Emperor met witg 

ions, % much ſucceſs againſt theſe barbarous Nations, 
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2 The Roman Hiſwji Bock II. 
he met with more barbarous Uſage from the ſtand. 
ing Legions encamped about Moguntia, or Mentz, 
which: had been abominably corrupted in the 
Reign of Heliogabalus, and ever ſince had been 
trained up in all kinds of Rapines and Diſorders, 
Alexander could neither endure their infolent Out- 

_ rages, nor they his regular Diſcipline ; but more 
eſpecially they exclaim'd againſt the exceeding 
Penuriouſneſs of his Mother Mammæa, who was 
then, as at other times, with him in the Camp. 
Theſe Inſolencies increaſing on one fide, and the 
Emperor's Strictneſs on the other, the Diſtemper 
began to grow too ſtrong for violent Remedies. 
Theſe Hears and Miſchiefs were daily blown up 
by the Artifices of a famous old Soldier, call'd 
Maximinus, Who gathering the Solders together, 
exhorted them, To abandon a nigardly Woman, and 
a diſpirited Boy, who could tamely truckl: to a Mo- 
thers Tyranny, and to joyn themſelves to a Man of 
Courage, who had been long their Companion in Arms, 
and an experienc'd Captain; which by Degrees had 
ſuch an effect, that the Soldiers reſolved upon 
Alexanders Death. And ſhortly after they effe- 
CT̃.ted their impious Deſign to the Emperor's Tent, 
where Au. Victor tells is, That when the Empe- 

ror ſaw himſelf abandon'd by his Guard, he cry'd 
„ _ out, That his Mother was the Cauſe of his, Ruin; 
1 og i and ſeeing the Executioner come, with great Con- 
nander ag fidence he offered his Neck to be ſtruck off, which 
Mammæs was immediately ſucceeded by the Death of his 


Mother, . 3j 
© "This was the unfortunate End of Alexander Seve- 
ru, the 25th Emperor of Rome, in the 29th, or 
rather 27th Year of his Age, after a noble and 
proſperous'Reign of thirteen Years and nine Days; 
an admirable Prince, both for his Vertues and Go- 
wernment, who by means of his Mother's Avarice, 
„, 
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my, was taken off in the prime of his Age, to te 
unexpreſſible Grief of Rome and the whole Empire. 

If we may except Julian Ceſar, whole Ambition 
overwhelm'd him; and Pertinax, whoſe Avarice 
deſtroyed him; this was the firſt good Emperor 

and Governor in Rome who dy'd an unnatural 

Death. Yet this may truly be ſaid to be owing 

to the Corruptions of Heliogabalus, as that of Per- 

tinax to thoſe of Commodus: So that theſe Tyrants 

are in a great meaſure anſwerable for the others 

Deaths, beſides the infinite 5 of Miſchiefs 

they brought upon the State afterwards, - Alexan- 

der dy'd in the 988th Year of the City, 258 Years 

after the Eſtabliſhment of the Empire by Auguſtus, 

235 after our Saviour's Nativity, 134 after the laſt 

or the twelve Cæſars, and 42 after the publick Sale of 

the Empire. ß 
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E rom ; the Death: of ALEXA NDFR, to the Capti 
 vity of VALERIAN, the Thirty Second Empe- 
Tor ; when the Empire began to be uſurp d by 
Thirty Perſons ati once, commonly gens 45 12 55 
Thirty 1 ats. „ 
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A. D. 17 H E barbarous Murther of Alexander at fl 
2335. occaſion'd great Tumults and Confufions 
among the Soldiers which being appeas'd, and 
1 finding no Heir to the deceas'd Emperor, they 
Maximi- all made choice of Maximinus, who had been the 
a maze chief promoter of the Murther, ſwore him, and 
aun bis Sen acknowledg'd him as Emperor. Maximinus im- 
| Maximus. mediately join'd his Son Maximus with him, as 
Partner and Emperor, with equal Power and Au- 
thority; but the Senate and People of Rame utter- 
ly refus'd to confirm their Election, or to acknow- 
ledge either of them as Emperors, being extreamly 
enraged at the Death of Alexander, and reſolved to 
revenge it the firſt opportunity. So that Maximi- 
na was the firſt Roman Emperor, to whom Hiſto- 
Tian: give that Title, who was elected without the 
Conſent of the Senate. Maximinns was now ſixty 
two Years of Age, and his Son eighteen. The Fa- 
ther was a Perſon of the meaneſt Extraction, and 
was born in Thrace, where for ſome time he was 
only a poor Herdſman ; his Father Micca being a 
2 „ and his Mother, Ababa, an Alane ; ; {0 on 
f either Side he was b*rbarous by Deſcent. 
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Geometrical Foot and an half, and had a Body an- 


ſwerable to his Stature, in Strength, Symmetry, and 
proportion; and his Joints were ſo large, that his 
L Wife's Bracelet often ſerved him for a Ring upon 

his Thumb. His Diet was fo remarkable for me 


4 


vantity, that he gene rall eat 8 pound weight _ 


of Fleſh every Day, and drank about fix Gallons 
of Wine, without being immoderate in either. 


His Strength was alſo proportionable, being able 
70 turn and draw loaden Wains, which two Oxen 


cou'd ſcarcely move; to ſtrike out the Teeth of 
an Horſe with his Fiſt ; 1 break his Thighs, RR 


kill him with a Kick; to crumble hard Chalk- 


stones between his Fingers, and to cleave young 
Trees with his Hands. Beſides, he was of a Tem- 


pr lo bold and couragious, fo ferce' and preſung 
ruous, * that relying wholly upon bis prodigious 


Bulk and Strength, he neither feat d nor regarded a 
ary Man in the World. For his great Strength, he 
was call'd Hercules, Antæm, and Milo; for his 


Courage and Valour, Achilles. Hector, and 


and for his Savage Cruelty, Buſtris, Phalaris,” and 


Cyclops. His Son Maximm bore ſome Proportion to 
him, but is moſt remember'd for his extraordinary 


* 


Ale 


ape and Beauty; ſo that when his Father cre- 
a him Emperor, he gave this Reaſon in Wri- 


ting, That he choſe Him not only becauſe be mas bit 


Sin, but "alſo becauſe the Senate and People of Rome 
might ſee and ſwear, That they never had ſuch! 
tl Prince before. 


= ” 


The firſt Education of the Father was very 


4 bean- 
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mean, being brought” up chiefly; among Cattle; 
but his Ambition increaimg with his Strength and 


body, he left his poor Employments, and repair'd 


o the Rowan Army, Where he was ſoon diltin- 
2 55 and admir'd by all Men, and carticuturly 


y the Emperor Severus then reigning, though he 
Was BOT arriv'd at his full Stature. 
ee 5 3 : op : 
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my in Syria, Maximinus newly liſted, ſo ſignalized 
himſelf by his Fiſty-cuffs, Running and Wreſtling 
that he became indiſputable Conqueror in thoſe 
Exerciſes. And afterwards ſhewing to the Empe- 


- xor ſome extraordinary Inſtances of his Strength 


and Courage, he was made one of his Guard, con- 


tinually attended the Palace, and received conſi- 


derable Gifts and Rewards from him. In the 


Reign of Caracalla he was made a Centurion, and 


received other Encouragements in the Army; but 


would not ſerve his Succeſſor Macrinzs, by reaſon 


of his Treaſon to his Sovereign, returning to his 


own Country, Thrace, where he purchas'd ſome 
Lands, and continu'd there till the Reign of young 


' Heliogabalus, from whom 2 expected ſome great 


Poſt in the Army. But h 


E was ſo diſcourag d by 
the monſtrous Effeminacy of that Emperor, that 


he left the Court, though his Friends ſoon after 
rais'd him to the Office of a Tribune, Upon the 


Death of Heliogabalus he remov'd to Rome, and 


was received with great Kindneſs and Courteſy by 


Alexander, who. particularly recommended him to 
the Senate, and made him a Colonel and Com- 


mander of the fourth Legion, which conſiſted of 


new-rais'd Soldiers. | 211 
this Charge, and performed bis Duty with great 


Maximinus gladly. accepted 


Advantage in the Wars, of Germany, where he 
 thew'd exceeding Valour and Courage; by means 


of which, and the ſeveral Gifts he frequently be- 


ſtowid among the Soldiers, after the treaſonable 


Murther of Alexander, he was rais'd to the Em- 


pire. So prevalent is Ambition, that it makes Men 
forget all Gratitude and Loyalty, and commit the 


blackeſt Villanies to obtain Sovereignty, not ſut- 


fering them to remember, That the ſame unjuſt 
means that rais d them, ſeldom fails to deſtroy 
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brating the Birth-Day of his Son. Gets with his Ar- 


Maximints 


Chap. V. Maxim. and bis Son Max. XXVI. 
Maiminus ſeeing himſelf advanc'd to ſo high a 
station as the Empire, according to his proud and 


inſolent Temper, began immediately to ſhew the 


utmoſt Extent of his Authority; and chuſing ra- 


ther to be fear'd than lov'd, he ſoon committed 
great Cruelties, reigning like Spartacus or Atbenion 
with a Court as it were of Mob. And firſt, he 
put to Death all ſuch as had been very intimate 


and familiar with Alexander; and then baniſh'd an 
infinite number of others, not allowing any Com- 


mander in his Army, or any Senator in the Se- 
nate, that had been advanc'd by him. And be- 
cauſe he was much afham*d of the Meanneſs of his 
Extraction, he commanded all ſuch as beſt knew _ 


him, and his Parents, ro be ſlain ; though many 
of them had reliewd his Parents and him in the 


time of their low Condition, And becauſe the 
Chriſtians had found ſome Shelter, and a favou- 


rable Entertainment in the Family of his Prede- 


cellor, he rais'd a ſevere Perſecution againſt them; 


though it was e es levell'd againſt the Bi- 
ſhops and Miniſters of the Church, as the prime 
Authors and Propagators of Chriſtianiry. This 
was the ſixth general Perſecution of the Chriſtians, 
which broke out in the firſt Year, and in the be- 
ginning of this Emperor's Reign, thirty three Years 
after the beginning of that under Severus. This 


was extremely violent, but very ſhort, occaſioning 
Origen to write his Book concerning Martyrdom ;. 
but it was not fo general as the other Perſecu- 


tions were, raging in ſome particular Places, 


eſpecially in the Province where Maximinus re- 


lided. Whence Sulpitius Severus admits not this 


into the Number of the ten Perſecutions making 
no more than nine Pagan perſecutions, and reſer- 
ving the tenth for the Times of Antichriſt. The 


* 


Cruelty of — likewife extended to all 
e 


rich Perfons, wh 


Lives and Eſtates became a fre- 
%% 


general 


TI 


The ſixth 


Perſecution 


A. D. 
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JF. Sacrifice to him; repoſing ſuch a Confidence 
in his own Strength and Courage, that he judg'd 
himſelf in a manner immortal. Yet he had ff He: 
much policy and regard to his Safety, as to en- but 
deavour the ſecuring his Soldiers; for beſides their 50 h 
ordinary Pay, he gave them many Penſions and Wit 
Rewards, providing all things neceſſary for them; - 14% 
aäland likewiſe in all Actions took greater pains than the 
any common Soldier, ſhewing incredible Courage - thre 
and Diligence: And it was a piece of his Barbari- the 
1 2 n Temerity to think, that an Emperor ought al- dre. 
1 Ways to fight with his own Hands. Though he che 
was fo valt in Body and Strength, yet he ever went I his 
well arm'd, was upon all Occaſions as diligent as mię 
| any in his Army, and had always bold and hardy nity 
| 
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Men about him, fit for the Execution of any ex- adv; 
traordinary Attempt Finally, the Effects of all wro 
his Actions was to command as a true Tyrant, and Cor 


| to act the greateſt Outrages with the moſt probable I skirt 
Ina ſhort time the inſupportable Behaviour of n 
| © this Tyrant caus'd Magnus, a Conſuler Perſon, to he 


cCcConſpire with many of Alexander's, old Soldiers, to b 
| and ſome others, to break down a wooden Bridge Perf 
| © _ - as ſoon as the Emperor had palſs'd it, and abandon. over 
im to the Enemy. But chis was ſoon . diſcover'd to v 
| to Maximinus; though ſome think the whole Pro- ¶ fiſca 
[ ject was invented by himſelf, to colour over his | Seng 

3 Cruelties, which he executed to ſo high a Degree, him 
that he caus'd above four thouſand to be lain, I and 
who he pretended were guilty of that Treaſon. £ Pray 

| Shortly after a great Number of Alexander's old to R 
Soldiers murtiny'd; and withdrawing themſelves I of hi 
from the Camp, proclaim'd one Quarcianus, Or into 
Ticus, for Emperor, who had lately been remov'd alive 
from his Charge. The Soldiers conftrain'd him to with 
accept of the Empire, which he with great Reaſon g - 

| refus d; for Macedonius, who had been the chief I the! 
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7. Maxim. and bis Son Max. XXVI. 445 


Chap. 
promoter of his Advancement, within a few Days 
after murther'd him in his Bed, and carried his 
Head to Maximinus, where he was kindly! receiv'd, 
but afte ward put to a cruel Death, for his Treaſon 
to his Sovereign, and his Treachery to his Friend. 
With theſe Succeſſes the Cruelty and Tyranny of 
Maximinus increas d; but ſhortly after following 
the Wars, he removed out of Panonia, and over- 
threw the Germans in ſeveral Battcls; waſted all 
the Country with Fire and Sword for four hun- 
dred Miles together, and threaten'd to ſubdue all 
the Nortbern Nations as far as the Ocean; and had 
his general Carriage been anſwerable to his Valour, 
might probably have r n Time and Opportu- 
| nity to have perform'd all. The Seaſon: being far 
advanc'd, he winter'd in Panonia; from whence he 
wrote to the Senate, extolling all his Victories and 
Conqueſts, and ſending them all his Battels and 
Skirmiſhes painted on Tables, telling the Fathers, 


to be executed at Rome, and moſtly the principal! 


© 


Moſt of the Provinces began to groan under 
the Burthen of this Tyrant, and Africk firſt ſhew'd d 
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its Deteſtation of Him, by means of his Procurz- 


tor, who gathered his Maſter's Revenues and Tri- 


butes with inſupportable Outrages and Extortions, 
pillaging the Goods, and taking away the Lives 

of many worthy Men. And continuing thus in 

his Rapines and Cruelties, the People not bein 
able to endure his Oppreſſions, form'd a Conſpi- 
racy againſt him, and deſtroy'd him. Afterwards 
conſidering how dangerous a Crime they had com- 
mitted, they for their Security reſolv'd to com- 
mit a greater, which was, to create an Emperor. 
Wherefore conferring with the Legions of that 
Province, they unanimouſly agreed to chuſe Gor- 

dian Emperor, who was then Proconſul of Africl, 

a Perſon of great Fame and Reputation, both for 

His Vertues and Digniries, and near eighty Years 

of Age. And accordingly the Soldiers and Na- 

tives aſſembling together, they entex'd tumultu- 
.ouſly into Gordian's Houſe, who immediately con- 
ceiv d that they came to ſlay him; but underſtand- 

ing their Deſign, he utterly. refus'd their Offer, par- 
ticularly alledging their Loyalty, and his extream 
Age. But they were ſo firm and reſolute to their 
fixſt Deſign, that notwithſtanding all his Oppoſition, 
55 they conftrain'd him to accept of the Enſigns and 
Gordian Title of Emperor; which were given to him, and 
and bis Son likewiſe to his Son Gordian, who was forty fix 
Gordian Tears of Age. The old Man, though he accepted 
; e „ of this Dignity againſt his Conſent,” yet he im- 
Africk, mediately wrote to the Senate, acknowledging, 
That be bad unwillingly' accepted of the Empire, but 
h with deſign to free it from the inſupportable 
Branmnies of Maximinus. Having publiſhed the like 
in the City of Tiſdrum, where he was elected, he 
took his Journey towards Carthage, with all the 
Marks and Attendance of an Emperor, where he 
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was receiv'd with great Joy and Satisfaction. The 
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Chap. V. Maxim. aud bis Son Max. XXVI. 447 
approv'd of the Election of Gordian and his Son, 
adjudging at the fame time Maximinus and his Son 
Maximus Enemies and Rebels to the State; and 

the People with infinite Rage and Fury, tore in 

pieces great Numbers of the Friends of Maximi-. 

ms, of whom ſeveral were innocent Perſons, tho! 
others were great Inſtruments of his Cruelty, They _ 
flew Valerian, Præfect of the Prætorian Cohorts, a 

great Favourite of Maximinus, and alſo Sabinus, Go 
vernour of the City; for hindering the Intereſt 

of Gordian; and at the ſame time the Senate elect- 

ed the Youngeſt Gordian, Grandſon to the Eldeſt, 

and made him Cæſar: So that there was a ſudden 
Alteration in all things in the City; for before 

there was nothing but a general Fear and Confuſion 
I JJJJ%JGCͤ !!; or or a on 
The Senate now conſidering in what Dangers 
they were involv'd, and what might enſue from 
the vaſt Power of Maximinus, made all neceſſary 
Preparations for the Safety and Security, writing 
Letters into all Provinces, commanding all thoſe 
Governors to be difplac'd who were eltabliſh'd by 
cir ¶ Maximinus, and ordering Gordian to be proclaim'd 
on, Emperor. This Order and Direction was obey'd 
and in moſt Provinces, in Tome the Governours were 
ind I ſlain, and in others the Senate's Meſſengers; ſo 
fix chat there Was. Bloodſhed in all parts, and the 
red I Cruelty of Maximinus made all Men cruel. Upon 
im- Intelligence of the Tranſactions of Africk and 
ng, Rome, Maximinus was fo confounded and enrag d, 
but that he cry'd out like a ſavage Beaſt ; and violent - 


ble ly running his Head againſt the Walls, he fell oon a In 


ike the Floor, rent his Cloaths, and gave many other 

he Signs of an extaordinary Fury and Diſtraction. 

the The next Day when the Heat of his Paſſion was 

he ſomewhat allay'd, he call'd his whole Army toge- 

he ther, and in a ſet Speech complain'd of the in- 

els Þ fidelity and Treachery of the Africans,” and > the 
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be Roman Hiſtory." - 
them to Revenge his Cauſe, making large Pro- 
miſes and Aſſurances, That they ſhow!d poſſeſs the 

_ (Eſtates of all Perſons that had. offended. And after 
this he gave them their ordinary Pay, and many 
Rewards beſides; ſo that all promis'd, to ſerve him 
With the .uimoſt; Fidelity, though many of them 

. .. bore a mortal Hatred againſt him. In this man- 
ner uſing all poſſible Diligence, Maximinus direct. 
de his Journey towards Rome, with his whole Ar- 
my, breathing out Ruin and Deſtruction | againſt 
the City, and deſigning to aſſwage his Wrath by 

the ſevexeſt Cruelties, but his Marches were very 

dow and incommodious, by reaſon of the great 
Numbers of Men and Carriages, and the Baggage, 
together with the great Scarcity of Victuals; for 

all the Inhabitants of the unfortifyd Cities and 
Ions in his Way, hating his Government, had 
abandon d their Habitations, and ſecur d their Pro. 
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Puring «theſe Tranſactions in Germany and Rome, 
Capelianus, Governour of Numidia and Mauritania 

In; Ales, made an Inſurtection ,againt Gordian 
being an Enemy to him, and a Friend to AMaximi- 
ma, Who had placd him there. Underſtand- 
ing the Promotion of Gordian, he immediately put 
his own Legions into Order, and levying what 
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Il Porces he could beſides, he marched towards Car- 


thage, © againſt whom old Gordian ſent his Son 
With a raw undiſciplin'd Army, which notwith- 
ſtanding fougbt valiantly for a While, but was at 
The Death length overthrown by Capelianus, and young Gor- 
of young don lain, after a ſhort Reign with his Father of 
Gordian. about thirty Days; being different from his Fa- 
ther in Vertue, and moſt remarkable for his great 
Numbers of Children and Concubines, for which 
hu was by ſome: call'd the Priamus, and by others 
me Priapas of his Time. His Father hearing of the 
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Death of his Son, of! the Loſs of the Battel, and a 

yictorious. Enemy og and ſeeing? no Hopes 
of Relief, ſtrangled 

and fo dz yd with Reproach and Ignominy, after be 

Had 1550 eighty Years in great Honour and Repu- 

tation. In the mean time Capelianus purſuing his 

Victory, entered Carthage ; Where he flew the 


principal of thoſe who eſcaped from Battel, pil- 


laged Houſes and Tenjples, exercis d exceſſive Cru- 


ekies boch in the City and Country, and Plunder d 
all Towns and Villages, under pretence of reveng- - 
the Injuries” done to Maximinus 4 likewif 
poſlible Methods ſo to gain the Hoarts f 
of the Soldiers as to be made Emp 


ple! PE 5 into a gl Terror and Conſternati- 
now they not only ſaw themſelves depti- 


of of the Alke they expected from Gordian 


and his Son, and the March of, theſe hew victori- 
dus Troops; but likewiſe underſtood tflat Maximis/i 
nut was coming down againſt them like à raging 
Lion, chreatning Death and Deſtruction to all his. 
Etiemics and Oppeſers. 
e 

e Temp le of 'F4upi after many ſerious 
Confillartone, 5 they 1 Nee [Pipienus and 


had both held en W 


Clodius* Balbinus for Emperors 'conjoynily ; 2 pak, 


great Offices, had be 


Commanders and Governours, and had liv'd in ge od? 


and Reputation. And to 'ſatisfie' the people 


Gordian for e 


111 * 


Theſe beg? being of Jetta and form Emperors, 


made all the Levies they could both in Rome urid 
the Country; and Pupienis being the moſt expe⸗ 
N Man, left the City to FOLIO” Manimitins; 
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imſelf with his own Girdle 7 N 


| 1 himſclf. 
8 progteſs drove che Senate and Peo- 
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1% I be Roman Hiſto Book II. FC 
| who was coming down like a mighty Torrent up- vi! 
on rah, extreamly rejoycing at the Deaths of the his 
two Cordians, and the Victory of Capel:anzs. But Bu 
after he underſtood this laſt Election, he redou- | pe! 
bled his Rage and Fury; and hearing that Pupie= || i 
n Was marching againſt him with a conſiderable | wh 
Force, he ſpeedily paſs d the Alps, and enter d Ita- 
5, where he expected great plenty of Proviſions, 
| bur was utterly diſappointed, For the Senate had Sole 
taken ſuch care, that all kinds of Suſtenance was 
remoy'd to the fortify'd Places, and the reſt de- 
ſtroy'd: 80 that his Soldiers for want of Victuals ſum 
and Neceſſaries began to murmur, and condemn ſtop 
creas d the Hatred of the reſt. Soon after he met | the 
with another Diſappointment, for approaching I o 
the City of Aquileia, which he e, to enter Tum 
3 with no Difficulty, he found an extraordinary Cala 
Reſiſtance; for beſides the Strength and Popu- In 
S louſneſs of the City, it was commanded by two If 4441 
valiant Noblemen of Rome, and Conſular per- and 
ſons, call'd Criſpinws and Menophilas, who had ſo I) he 
weli-furnifh'd = City with Men and Ammuniti- Parts 
* on, that Maximin found great Difficulties in paſ- | 
ing the River to inveſt the place. Upon his aſ- threat 


uaulting the City, the Beſieged threw down ſuch ſolvd 


Quantities of ſcalding Pitch and Sulphur upon his 
Soldiers, that they were not able to continue their 
Attacks; and ſo reſolute were the Inhabitants, 

that we are aſſured, that the Old Men and Chil- 
dtren did mighty ſervice, and that the Women cut 
the Hair off their Heads to furniſh the Soldiers 
with Bow-ltripgs. This unexpected Oppoſition 
drove Maximin into ſuch à terrible Rage, that 

| having no Power to exerciſe his Cruelties upon his. 
1 Enemies, he turn'd his Fury againſt ſeveral of his 
= Commanders, whom he put to Death, as if the 
City had held out through their careleſs Is 
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which Cruelty ſtill 
Bur during this Siege, and t 


ſain by two Senators; which immediately raisd 


ſuch Tumults and Contents between the Pretorian - 
Soldiers and the Citizens, that after ſeveral Attacks, 
elties, the City it ſelf was ſet 


Saughters and C 


on Fire by the Soldiers, and a great part of it con- 
ſum d; the Emperor Balbinus not being able to 


Chap. V. Maxim. and bis San Max. XXVI. 
ill render d him more odious to 
his Army, and more Wp e to the Enemy. 

e March of the Em 
peror Pupienus, Rome endur'd great and new Affli- 
tions,” Occaſion d by two of Maximinus's Soldiers, 
who! entering the Senate-Houſe for News, were 


ö 


— 


ſtop the Fury either of the Fire or People, was 


conſtrain'd to retire to his Palace. 80 that during 


4% 0 


the tyrannical Reign of Maximinus, neither the (i- 
ty of Rome, nor the Provinces, were free from Wars, 


Tumults, Murders, Robberies, and all manner of 
GG ] W 14-955 15 1 
In the mean time Maniminus in vain attack d 
Aquileia; the Scarcity 
and the Hatred of his Soldiers encreas d, who dai- 
ly hearin | 
parts of the Empire, and that moſt of their Wives 


and Famine in his Army, 


from the Senate of Revolts in ſeverall 


ur 


and Children were at Rome, where Maximinus © 


threatned his chiefeſt Revenge, they at laſt re- 
ſolv d to muriny and deſtroy him, to prevent fu 


ture Calamities. And accordingly having made 
his Guards Accomplices in the Deſign . 
ing his Pourtract out of his Enſign, they enter d 

is Tent at Noon-day, when he and his Son were 
repoling themſelves, boldly ſet upon him, and flew: 


mus, {aying, Of à curſed Litter not a Whelp is to be 


is Son Maximus, in the 65th and the 2 1ſt Years of 


heir Ages, making together the eng ſixth Ems. 
deror of Rome; whole Deaths were uni 


rov'd, having brought thoſe Miſchicts upon them. 
FIJI 03 THREE | . 
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him without reſiſtance, and likewiſe his Son Maxis Marina. | 


„ 


452 


> a .- © 
> bs 
ANCE 


q | ; * . 1 £ 5 


* 


* 


5 te 1 
3 , * 8 
3 : 
4 


. oe « uA, 13 4 =” - - 
of "bak : « 4 & P Jp. vo . 
23 * „ By "MET TE by 72 £ bt p & ; 
; E: 2 v4, \ n k XY 75 8 3 
y Ex. *e5 = . : 5 n TA & = = 8 
N . 1 2 
" 8 I 
p ? 0 4 ; 
, f b 3 ' < -S. 5 * 
* ; : o : ” - «7 £ 
* 5 « 4 7 — = 


ſelves; | eſpecially the Father, who was ſo mon- 
ſtrous both in Body and Mind, that Capitolinus 


7 
I 


ſays of him, Never did a more cruel Beaſt tread 
upon the Earth... Their Deaths being known in 


Aquileia, their Inhabitants open'd their Gates to 


the Army, and all became Friends; their Bodies 


were thrown out to be ſpurn'd and trampled on, 


p * 2 


Ceed with great Joy at or 
_. tizens and Soldiers, he paid off the latter, gave 
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and afterwards to be torn by Dogs and Birds of 


Prey; their Heads were ſent to Rome, where they 


were received with the greateſt Rejoyeings and 8a- 
crifices, and the Meſſenger that brought the News; 


came from Aquileia to Rome in four Days. Maxi- 
minus reign'd,. or rather continu'd in his Uſurpa- 


tion, about three Years, and died in the 99 1ſt Year 


of the City, 261 after the Settlement of the Em- 
| Pire 6 by An uſtus, 2 38 after our Saviour's: Nati- 


_ vity, 142 after the laſt of the Twelve Cæſari, and 


45 after the publick Sale of the Empire by the 


38. ble Perſon as Maximinus, caus d a great and ſudden 
Ae Alteration in all Mens Minds; and Papienus and 

d mn galbinus continud Emperors without Contradi- 
nus count i- .. 3 I” 5 | 
ane Empe. ion, having been formerly created by the Senate. 


9. 


The former, who was arrived at Ravenna when 


Maximinus Was flain, with all ſpeed repaired to 


the Army there; and being re- 


Amuileia, to ſatisf 
| y and Satisfaction both by Ci 


them great Rewards, and diſpaich'd the Standing 


Legions to their reſpective Cities and Provinces. 


- After which he return'd to Rome with a Body 0 
German for his Guard, which he choſe upon the 


ccoum of Conteſts between the Pretorien 80l. 


_ diers and the Citizens of Rome; who, under- 


ſtanding the Death of Maximinus, were all pa- 


ciſy d, and repair d with the Senate to receive 


Balbinuiſ 
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 Balbinus into the Empire, and young Gordian for 


Chap. V. Pupien. and Balbin. XXVII. 433 


entertain'd. Peace being thus eſtabliſned beyond 


all Expectation, the two Emperors. with extraor- 
dinary Acclamations enter'd the Senate Houſe; 
where, according to Cuſtom, they were ſtil'd, 
| The Fathers of the Senate, and great Thanks re- 


turn'd to them, a the only Preſervers of the Ro- 


mans Lives and Eſtates. And in remembrance 
that theſe Emperors were created by the Senate 
without the Soldiers, ſome highly extolld the Fa- 
thers, for their Care, in electing ſuch wiſe and wor- 
thy Emperors, contrary to the raſh and indiſcreet Pra- 
\ ices of thoſe who had often choſen their Governours, 
according to their own intereſts, not the publick Good; 


and whoſe Actions commonly brought their untimely 


| but deſerved Deaths. Which Speeches the Præto- 
rian Soldiers took ſo heinouſly, that they began 
to diſlike the Promotion of Pupienus and Balbi- 
nus, holding themſelves highly a ffronted both for 
their bringing in of the German Guards; and for 
the Senates ſeeming to triumph over them, and 
taking away their darling Power of making Em- 


rors. And ſo great was their Inſolence and - 


Ambition, that from that time they nqt only 
wiſh'd, but practis'd the Deaths of theſe rwo Em- 
perors; who governed all things with great Skill 
and Prudence, made many good and profitable 


4 


Laws and: Ordinances, and tent neceſſary For- 
ces to all Provinces, - doing Juſtice impartially, 
greatly honouring the Senate, and generally ſhew- 
ing themſelves courteous and affable to all. Men, 
But all this would not avail to gain the-Aﬀe- 

- tions. of the Soldiers, for Virtue and Goodneſs 

ſeldom pacify the Hatred of lewd and wicked 
Men, when their Licentiouſnęſs is reftxain'd 

and difallowed; therefore all their principal 
Care was how«they might. ruin theſe wa, % ht 
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Emperors, without any Danger to their own Per- 
d d ĩ ͤĩ hon 
But the German Guards and the Citizens might 
hape been a ſufficient Protection for the Emperors, 
had not their own private Jealouſies and Emula- 
tion open'd a Paſſage to their Ruins; for though 
they were wiſe and aged, and both careful of the 
publick Affairs, yet they too much conſider d their 
rivate Intereſt and Reſentments. Pupienus priz d 
Fis Wiſdom and Experience above rhe other's, and 
judg d the Superiority to belong to him; and the ' 
other expected it upon the account, of Nobility, W / 
and Antiquity of his Houſe and Family; ſo that 
each of them having his own Guard, in a man- 
ner ſtood upon his own Defence againſt the other, 
though one place contain'd them both. About 
the lame time the City was alarmed with the 
© News of the Parthians, or rather Perfians, invading 
_ "rhe Empire with Succeſs, and, likewiſe of the 
German being up in Arms to the Hazard of that 
Province; upon which theſe two Emperors pru- 
dently agreed to march both in Perſon, one into 
che Eaſt againſt the Perſians, and the other to the 
"Weſt againſt the Germans. But while great Pre- 
patatiohs were muwiag againſt both theſe Ene- 4 
mies, the Capiroline Games were publickly cele- p 
brated in Rome, to which the greateſt part of ( 
the Emperor's Guards and Family reſorted, both | 
of them remaining in the Palace ſlenderly guarded | ; 
without any Suſpicion. of Treaſon or Violence. [ 
t. 
v 
tl 
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The Prætorian Soldiers finding this advantageous 

Time, for which they had Jong waited, entered 

the Falace with great Fury, all in Arms; which 
Feen, perceiving, be bent with the. ume 
Sypeed for Balbinus, and likewiſe for both their Wa 
rl Guards, which might have been ſufficient for their Þ £ 
\ © - "Defence, But Bolbinus out of à vain * 5; 


F 


\.. 
* 


| veſted them of their Imperial Robes, and barba- 
 roufly haled theſe poor innocent Emperors, like 


Wards the Camp. But underſtanding that the 


and Reſcue, to put an end to all farther Conteſts, u, 7 
they flew them both, and left their Bodies in the Balbinus. 
Streets. This was the deplorable End of Pupienus 
and Balbinus, making together the Twenty Seventh 
Emperor of Rome, and reigning. a little above a 
Tear; who after they had been rais'd by their 
illuſtrious Merits and Lineage to the higheſt 
Thrones of Human Glory, were deſtroy'd pr inci- 
pally by means of their own private Jealouſies 


992 Year of the City, 239 Years: after the Birth 
of our Saviour, and 46 after the publick Sale of 


Chap. V. GORDIAN xxVù , 


that his Collegue ſent for his Guards to act ſome- 


ting againſt him, not only protracted Time, but 
hinder'd the ſending for the Germant; ſo that 


theſe Traitors had eaſy acceſs into both the Em- 
peror's Chambers, where in their Rage they di- 


two Criminals, through the midſt of the City to- 


German Were haſtening after them to their Relief = Hoek 
"Popie. © 


and Ambirions. Their Deaths happen'd in the 


III. The Soldiers having committed this exe- 4 b. 
crable Murther, by Accident met with young 239. 1 
Gordian in the Street, whom they immediately * *”* 
ſaluted by the Title of Auguſtus and Emperor, 
crying out to the People, Since ' theſe tuo Empe- 

rors were dead, who were created againſt their Con- 

ſents, they would now chuſe Gordian, whom formerly 1 
tbey deſired to be made Cæſar; who in this manner 
went with them to their Camp. Gordian being Gondian 
thus choſen by the Prætorian Cohorts, the Senate / & 
and People ſeeing no Remedy againſt their pre-“ } 
tended Authority, willingly approved and con- 3 
firmed the Election; for he was generally beloved 
in the City, upon the account of the Merits of 
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214 the two former Gordians 2 1 And 3 from this Electi. 1 


| SS 5 "WA w f 
* I 1 

I 3 29 Ne Þ $43 
4 4 of o * IF: } ? 2 a 4 . Es 4 : * ; [ 

. . : 8 A, x * 7 5 4 e « & my Es 7 . * ky * f | g 5 1 r CES # 
— a G — 4 7 * 4 Vs 7 3 4 

81 1 ; 5 | 

5 D = COPE al F 
7 md . .. 
This | © 
5 - 5 Fe 9 7 0 *2 ; , is 
11 


— 


. 


GupV. GORDIAN 2 

This young Emperor in the beginning of his 
Reign, took care to ſtrengthen” his Intereſt ma- 
ny Ways, but more eſpecially by the Alliance of 
Miſtheas his Præfect and Inſtructor, hom he 
ſo much honour'd for his great Wiſdom and 
fenen that he marry'd his Daughter; and 
the Authority and Counſel of this Perſon made 
his Reign very proſperous, and much eſteemed. 
For Meſit bens, though but of an ordinary Family, 
was Of great Virtue, and ſo diſcreet and ex- 
act in all his Actions, that though Gordian Was 
ſo very young, and naturably inclinable to Vice 
and Senſuality, yet he formed him into an ex- 


cellent Prince and Governour, both in Peace and 
War. Which plainly demonſtrates, that it is the 


greateſt Strength and Glory of a Prince to have 
a good and wile Council, and to have his Court 


repleniſhed: with honeſt and worthy Perſons 5 and 


this Gordian was always ſenſible, as appears 


from the following Letter written by him to his 
Father - in-Law, in anſwer to another Which 
contained ſome Directions and Reproofs. F the 


immortal Gods bad not protected the Roman Empire, 


bad been deluded and ſold by theſe' wicked Perſons: 
For now 1 am fully convinced, that Fclix ought not to 
have been intruſted with the Roman Coborts, nor Se- 


all my Errors, 1 acknowledge that 1 have ed ae 
things that I ought ' not. But, Heaven be prais'd, 


through © your Iuſtructions, who never aft upon ſordid 
Principles, I have learnt ſuch things as I could never 
bave known while I was ſhut up in my Palace. For 


what could I have done, while I'was blinded by Mau- 


rus, who. was Confederate with Gaudian, Reveren- 
dus, and Montanus? So that whatſoever they ap- 


pr oved or condemm d, relying upon their Integrity, I ac- 
cepted or rejected. Therefore, Father, that Prince is 
freue wſoreunate;” who das por ſuch Elass bins 
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r will tell him the Truth. without Diſguiſe : For 


- 


King cannot immediately know what paſſes ann 
bit People, of neceſſity he muſt underſtand it by th 
Relation of others, and diſpoſe of Affairs according 

_ |» their «Information. By the Directions of 2700 
he ſet about many Regulations, and alſo ſever 
Edifices; particularly he began a Royal Structur 
Galleries, each of 1000 Foot long, and the d 
ſtance of 500 Foot from each other; the Inter 
ſpace on either fide being adorned with Green 
© .compos'd of Laurel, Myrtle, and Box; and in th 
middle a Terraſs of the length of the Gallerie 
luſtain'd by ſeveral Rows of ſmall Pillars, havin 
7 above that another noble Gallery of 500 Foot 
All which ſhew'd the Magnificence of the Rom; 

CCCT%/%% (y we form bets 
For four Years this Emperor reign'd in gre 
peace and Proſperity, to the general Satisfactio 
of all Men; in the Fifth he was alarm'd. wit 
the News from the 815 that the-mighty Sapore 

. King of Perſia, who ſucceeding his Brother 
| taxerxes in his Kingdom, had furiouſly enter'd thi 
| - Confines of the Roman Empire, and paſſed as far: 
Gordian, Antioch in Syria, which City he had taken, an 
Expedition pillaged the b pA Provinces. Gordian cauſe 
te che the Temple © 15 to be opened, and le 
Eaſt. Rome with 4 brave and well-train'd Arma 
And large Proviſions and Sums of Money fo 
__ - *>*their Subſiſtance; and marching by Land fron 
| Jay to paſs the Helleſpont into Aſia, he palle 
through Meſa; to ſtop the progreſs of the Goth 
and other Barbarous Nations, which came donn 
41 like an Inundation O have inhabited Thrace; a 
gainſt whom he obtain'd ſome Victories, and le 
-» thoſe -Provinces in a peaceable Condition. Hi 
ving pals'd the Helle/ pant, he marched through th 
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and Encounters with Sapores; and obtaining ſome 
conſiderable Victories, he ſoon recover d the City 
of Antioch ,, and ſhortly after proceeding farther, 
he took the great Cities, Sapores and Niſibis: For 
Carre being diſcouraged by the firſt -Battels, was 
now ſo terrify'd, that notwithſtanding ' he had a 
potent and numerous Army, he durſt not engage 


Chap.V. GORDIAN XXVII. 40 


the Emperor; but leaving thoſe Cities and ſeveral 


others, he abandon'd the Limits and Conſines of 
the Roman Empire, and retired into his own Coun- 
try. In theſe Wars all things were principally 
manag d by the wiſe Counſel and Direction of the 
Emperor's Father-in-law Miſitbeus, who was his 
prætorian Præfect, and Commander in Chief, and 


govern'd all things with ſo much Judgment, that 


he faikd not in any material Point; and ſo by 
his Conduct and Valour Gordian obtain d many 
Conqueſts and Victories, and the Soldiers no leſs 
Honour and Reputation. The like happen'd in all 
other Matters conducing to the good Government 

of the Empire in general; for he was ſo. good 
and Wiſe a Man, and the compliable Diſpoſition 
of the Emperor, did ſo happily concur, that du- 
ring this Reign, the Affairs of the Publick ſuc- _ 
ceeded as proſperouſly as could be expected in ſucn 
corrupted Times. All Frontier Towns of Note 
were furniſhed with Stores of Proviſion, ſufficient 
to entertain an Emperor and his Army, and leſſer 
places proportionable. But before the Wars were 


perfectly finiſh'd, Miſitheus was ſuddenly ſeiz'd 23. Deach a 
with a violent Diſtemper, which ended his Days ef Mi. 


ſoon after; being ſecretly poiſon'd, and is beliey'd, theus. 
by Philip, a valiant Arabian, who had palled thro* 


many Offices and Places of Truſt, and after his Philip 24. 1 


Death was rais'd by the Emperor to the ſame Of- vanc d. 
tices, namely, to the Prætorian Prefect, and Gene- 


of his Army, not ſuſpecting his treaſonable | 
I —— L 285 5 
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d be Ronan Hin, Book I 
After this new Advancement, a ſtop was ſoo Ch 
put to all the favourable Fortunes of Gordian; foll z. » 
Phbilhß ſeeing himſelf ſo Potent, and being dazle; pleaj 
with the ambitious proſpect of a Crown, reſolyeſi allo 
to venture all to obtain it; and in order to tha pr 

be us d all poſſible Methods of Kindneſs and po bly. 
pularity to gain the Affections of the Soldiers, aud ;ains 
make them Enemies to Gordian. Then to effedſſ crue 
this Deſign, by his Artifices and Practices, h (de; 
caus d a Scarcity of Proviſions in the Army, an and 
inſinuating to the Soldiers, that this proceeded mil 
from the Youth and unskilfn]neſs of Gordian, theyffl whi 

* termined to make Philip his Equal in the EM dan 
pire, and that he ſhould be as his Tutor and G0 22d 
Fernour; to Which the virruous young Emperoſ nea; 
patiently ſubmitted, being unable to oppoſe thiſ tues 
impudent Determination. Philip ſeeing himſcl the 
equal with his Sovereign, became more inſolen a St: 
and audacious, ſo that by means of his Youth, and ed 
the Army's Favour, he began to command all, a {ecy 
though he had been ſole Emperor. But Gordian bY belc 
ing unable to endure this” Diſgrace and Incroach wil 
ment, aſſembled the Army, openly complainim Thc 
of the Infolence and Ingratitude of Philip, adding dere 

to this purpoſe, I am but young, yet older by fix Nu yet 

© " than uben T was made Emperor by you, my Body 1e Pes 
Aer, het daily expgs'# to the Chance of War, my Coun riac; 


eil raw, Jet improvid by your Wiſdoms ; and my Cu di 
queſts nothing by theme erves, but by - your Valour fl m 
nous and renown'd, What then are my Errors, that Wl © an 

may correct them; or your Grievances, that I mi The 

redreſs them; For I ſolemnly declare, That it is only i of il 
EEE "+ good 0 the” Empire, and for a your: Happineſs mig 
t bet I can wiſh ro live, Notwithſtanding theſſ bail 
Complaint, Philip ſo cunningly and ſucceſsfullſi hap: 
maanag d his Affair, that the poor young Emperoſ afte 

Was diſplac'd, abandon'd by all, and reduc'd it | 

"that Extremity, that he ſent ta entręat Philip, That i 


. 
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; forlfl be wol d not permit him to be bis Equal, that he won d 

pleaſe to allow him the Dignity of Cæſar; bur nor © + 

allowing him that, He deſird to be bis Prætoriaa 

præfelt: Which being likewiſe deny'd, he hum- 

bly requeſted him, That be might be one of bis Cap-" 


4 


tains: as long as be liv'd. At this Petition Philips 
cruel, Mind ſomewhat relented ; but afterwards con- 
ſdering how, much Gordian was belov'd in Rome 
and Africk,, and other . Provinces, both for his Fa- 
mily and, Virtues, he commanded him to be ſlain; be Diary 
which was, the deplorable end of the youngeſt Gor- y Gong 
lian, the twenty eighth Emperor of Rome, in the 
12d; Lear of his Age, after a ſucceſsful Reign of 
near ſix. Years z a Perſon of great Deſerts and Vir- 
tues, WhO had perſorm'd many excellent things for 
the good of the Publick, but unfortunately Hv'd in 

a State and Age fo abominably corrupted by wick 

ed Emperors and Tyränts, that now there was no 
ſecurity for good or bad Princes. He was infinitely” 
belov'd by the Senate and People of Rome, and like- 
wiſe. by the Soldiers, who call'd him Their Son. 
Though in this ſudden, Fury they = mur - 
dered him, by means of the Deluſions of Philip, _ 
yet they made. him a Sepulchre in the Confines of _ 
Pex/ia, with this ee in the Latin, Greek, S- 
riack, and e4gyptians Tongues: * To the Divine Gor—-—- 
* dian,. Conqueror of the Perſians, 4 Goths, and Sar- ee z 
* matians ; Extingniſher of the Roman civil Diſcords, © 
and Subduer of the Germans, but not of the Philips. 
The Senate declar'd this Privilege to the Family 

of the Gordiant, that their Poſterity, if they pleas d. 
might be for ever exempted from Tutelage, Em- 
ballies, and all other publick Duties. His Death 
hapned in the 997th Year of the City, 267 Years 
after the Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 
244 HUE our Saviour's Nativity, 146 after the laſt” 

of the Twelve Czſars, and 51 after the publick 
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4D 1. Thus rh fe ſuctergel in his Wickddines; | 
244 but Juſtice was more ſpeedy in the puniſhin "the 
reſt of Gordian s Murderers ; for it is oblerv'd 
all thoſe nine that flew . him, periſned by their 


and was ſo fortunate as to be immediately ſworn 


and obey'd as Emperor by the Army: Where⸗ 
upon he wrote to the Senate an Account of bis 


2 8 ma; 
1 3 


10 0 Election, and of the Death of Gordian, which he 
falſly told the Fathers, proceeded from a natural Dis 
ſemper... But we are told, chat the Senate were 
ſo far from complying with Pb;hp's Election, that 
they choſe one N. 8 wa then Valens Hos 

Nilianus; but both dying ſuddenly, they Epoch 
| Philip of Philips Election, and gave him the Title of 
made Em Auguſtus. - Fulius Philippus Was now . about forty 

Peror. Tears of A ge, and was by Birth an Arabian of 


 Tratbonitis, 85 Aon ale Parenrage, his Father 


3 4 notorious Captain of Robbers in that 
Country. He was bel up in the Wars zmong 
the Roman Armies, from bites he learned Expe 
rience and Valour, and from his, own' buht 

Treachery and Cruelty. , He:rook bis Son Philip, 

ibo make; though 4 Child. of about ix or ſeven ' Years of 

bis Sm Age, tor his Companion in the Empire ; of whom 

Companion it is obſerved, that he Was of ſuch a compos d and 

h #im melancholy. Temper, that no Man by any Inven-, 


mote than ordinary. defrous to return to Rome, 

and to fee himſelf Lord of that mighty City, made 
a very diſhonourable peace with the Perflans ;* 

and leaving to them all the Province of Meſopo- 


Country, - Arabia ; and 40 Giry there, in Memory 
of his Name he founded A ity call d Philsp lis, 


EM. 


—_ 2 + 8 * f 


_ own Hands. „ and with the ſame Swords they us d 
againſt him. But Philip eſcap d a longer Time, 


tion could make him laugh or mile. Philip being. | 


tamis, and part of Syria, he march'd his Army to- 
Wards Rome. But ficlt he deli igne ned to vilic his own 


838 bear 


Wy Auguftus, by Claudius,” by Domitian, b 


pe PHIL XXIX' -- as; 
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near his native Place and Habitation; from whence 

he took his Journey towards Rome. Arriving at 

the City, though he was received as a Sovereign 

Lord, yet not with thoſe Applauſes and Bleſſings: 

he expected: for his diſhonourable giving up the 

province of Meſopotamia was no ways pleaſing to 

the Senate or People. Which when he underſtood, 

he made a large Donative and Diſtribution of Mo- 

ney, and other Preſents among the People, to re- 

gain their Eſteem; and after that ſought an Occa- 

on to make War againſt the Perſians, and likewiſe. 

proclaim'd it with a Reſolution to recover the Ho- 

nour Which he had there loſt. But this War came! 

ono Action, for the Perſians being much weakned 

in the late Wars, and dreading the Roman Power, 

gladly reſtor d all the Provinces without War or 
We have but little or no Account of any more 

f this Emperor's Actions, till in the fourth Lear 

f his Reign, which was juſt a thouſand Tears 

frer the Building of the City, he order d the Ce- . 

ebration of the famous Secular Games, as it were Ludi Sees. 

olemnizing the Birth. day of Rome; which Games“ 

ere regularly exhibited but once in a hundred . P. 

ſears, though theſe were bur forty three Tears 247: 

ter thoſe laſt under Severus and à hundred fincer— 

hoſe under Antoninus Pius. They - were never 

xhibited but by ſix Emperors; before the removal 

f the Imperial Seat to Biz anlium or Camſtaminople, 

1 Pius, by Severus, and laſtly” by this Emperor 

blip, who celebrated them with greater Phmr 

rd Magnificence than ever had been known be- 5 

re, Þy Reaſon of the ſolemn Commemoration of 

he Building of the City. In the Circus” Maximing: 


Pere hunted, baited, and encounter'd, infinite 


umbers of all ſorts of ſtrange and wild Beaſts, 
hich Gordian had deſign d for his Perſian Triumph; 
| abs ET ER... 
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de Neem Hi, Bock l. « 
two thouſand Gladiatom were marched, who ſlew 5 
each other to give the Spectators Delight; and 8 
in Pompey's Theatre were ſuch variety of, Shew ] 80 
and Games, as laſted three Days, and as, mary 
Nights, without Intermiſſion; where were ſuch I ho 
innumerable Company of Lights, that the People Tr 
could ſee as well at Midnight as at Noon- day. But i 
towards the latter end of theſe: famous Sports, g 
_  Pompey's, Theatre accidentally took Fire, and the 
greateſt part of that glorious Edifice was con- 
unnd „together with ſome ocher/ magnificent cell 
Buildings near it, before it could be eſtinguiſh d. 1; 
n cke Occaſion of theſe great Games, we are 3, ; 
„that hoth Philip and his Son were, converted Day 


by Pope Fabim, ater; Confeſſion of his Sins, wal dow 
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admitted to the Sacrament. Euſebius intimates that 
Php going on the Vigiliaof Eaſter Wirh the reſt 0 
5 ok cl, into the Church 7 Aſſembly, age 
pPreſent at their Prayers, che Biſhop of the Place 
would by no means ſuffer him, . unleſs he would 
make 1 publick-:; Confeſſion of his Sins, and pal 
through the Order of che Penitents, becauſe 0 
A r ee e bg ont eee, 
his being guilty of many heinous, and | enormous 
Crimes, to which hę ręadily ſubmitted. Some at. 
tribute his Converſion ta the Endeavour of Or: 
gen; and others ſay, that he, only fain d his Relief 
Sion make the Chrißtians joyn with him again 
ide Pretenſions of Pecias, But none of theſe Opi 


nions having any certain Foundation, we cannot 


 _ _ call Philip the firſt Chriſtiay Emperor, as ſome har 1 
))ͤ 0 food bios oder co 

Dh thus reigning in a peaceable Poſſeſſi 

... of the Empire, the Goch, who had been repell d 

by Gondian, again paſs d through Meſa into the 

Province of Tbrace, burning many Cities and, 

Towns in their March. Againſt, whom the En, i 


peror ſent Marines, a Perſon very valiant and er 
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Icthey obliged Him to take upon him the Title and 


6 ” 


x Ce 
. Whit * 
- * % *. pf 
. Py 

6 Es 1 5 P 1 22 
— ; 2 5 % 4+ * 
5 
* 6 


part in Wars; who when he was ſettled in his 
harge, by the Favour and Aſſiſtance of his own 
Soldiers, and of the ordinary Legions of Iyricum, 
reſolved to rebel, and to make himſelf Emperor, 
holding it lawful to betray him who had been a 


Traytor to another, and was accordingly ſworn Marinus 
and proclaimed Emperor by the Army. Upon tc 4 


„„ „„ 43 1 . rat! 5 - Emperor by 
which Philip was in a great Conſternation; and in oe 


great Fear complained to the Senate of the Ingrati- 
tude and Perſumption of Marinus: But his Suc- 
ceſſor, Decius, then preſent, with much Aſſurance 
told him, That bis Preſumption would very ſhortly. 
be bis. Ruin, which proved true: For within a few 
Days after, the ſame Army that choſe Marinus, 
being diſſatisfied with his Behaviour and Carriage 
towards them, were as ready to take his Life, as co 
give him the Empire; and accordingly they flew- 


What Decius had ſaid in the Senate, gave him the 
Command of the Army againſt. the Goths, with 
2 conſiderable Augmentation of Men, Money 
and Proviſions. Decius was a Man of Extraor- 
dinary Wiſdom and Experience, and ſufficient- - _ . 
ly able to diſcharge that Office; fo that when. 


Ihe arrived at the Camp, all the Soldiers, as well 


for the Worth of his Perſon, as their Fear of being 
puniſhed 24 Philip for their former Crimes, reſolv'd 
m Emperor; and by meer Conſtraint . 


. 08 


Dignity of Emperor. Decius ſeeing himſelf thus Decius 


with all ſpeed to acquaint Philip, Thar being wie. 


77 ently compelled by bis Army, he had unwillingly aſſumed 
e Title of Emperor, but accounted no Man Emperor 


Wit bim 3 therefore be hoped that be would not be offended | 


t his Carriage ; aſſuring bim, That as ſoon as he could 
pſhbly get any Liberty, be would utterly renounce that 
e 5 | H h 3 Rn. 
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hint. © Upon notice of this, Philip remembring and [laine- 


. IDF : e E 
Iunexpectedly advanced, for his future Security us d 8 


this Piece of Policy: He ſent a. ſecret Meſſenger Army, 


% e Rowan Hi Boch l. 

Title, and all Pretenſions to Sovereignty. By this Ar- 3 

tißce Decius hoped. to prevent Philips making any : 
Preparations againſt him, till he might ſtrengthen 

His own Intereſt ſo far as to be in a Condition to 
defend himſelf ; but Philip was to well acquainted 
With eh Projects to rely upon ſuch Promiſes; 

* therefore in à great Rage he reſolved to march a- 

gainſt him in Perfon. In Order to which, he 
lent for the Standing Legions out of ſeveral Pro- 

vinces, and made new Levies, threatning with 

many Oaths and Cuſes, to cm Decius 2 all his 
rebellious Legions in Pieces; and in this Manner de- 

parted from Rome, commanding his Soldiers with 

ſuch Anger and Haughtineſs, as made him odious 

to his Amy. So that they eſteeming Decius more 

worthy of the Empire than he, before they left 

Italy, in the City of Verona, they openly pro- 

cdlam'd Decius, and ſetting violently upon him, cut 

The Dear Off his Head, or rather cleaved, it in ſunder, juſt 

ef Philip. by his upper Row. of Teeth. This was the de- 

: ſerved Death of Philip, the Twenty ninth Empe- 

. ror of Rome, in the 45th Year of his Age, after a 

Reign of about five. years; a Perſon who loſt his 

Life and Empire by the ſame treaſonable Means 

that he obtain d it, and. likewiſe by the ſame Sol- 

diets; his Death being alſo: ſucceeded by xhat of 

his melancholy Son in Rome, who was {lain by the 

Prætorian Soldiers, for having only the Title of Em- 

p ſince by reaſon of his Youth he could 

„nor have the Authority of Emperor, I have not 

reckoned him as ſuch. The Death of Philip hapened 

in tlie rooꝛd Year of the City, 249 after our Savi- 

-  our's Nativity, and 56 after the 5 85 Sale of the 
RET ̃˙ — J. ĩͤ be. ng oa 


1 D. V. Soon after the Death of Philip and his Son, 
A Decius without Contradiction was acknowledged 
e- and Confirmed Emperor, not only by his own, 
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all the «gr 


Soldiers, 


but allo by the Senate, 
des, od 11 05 by, 


97 Who readily: gave him tl 
; THE; of Au He was ;now; about, Forty, 

and was born in a CF call 
by 1 in 1 * wir Pannonia or Hungary, of à No- 
x 99 Digs Tamy J having held many Offi- 
«© nav before he attain d to the-Empire. 
oon, 15 his Elect; 


7 


ee "all his Orces, and return d 10 Rome; 3 


ration, and became ſo univerſally. acceptable b. 
bis pr an ee Carriage, that by * 
Sentence of the 1 he was voted not 


257 5 EW'd a 925 
e Senate Kb: particular Manner | preſery 
| ae of that venerable Aſſembly; ſol 
HS. their Adyice and Counſel in all Matters of 


united hem t , 6 hehe 1 7 155 their ple ure, 
which b Was an ancient Magiſtracy of great Auth 
0 10 55 joel © 1 5 
$, Alg tg m the 
der the, People, 725 therefore 
. o 
18 e | 1 "became. ſubje& to one Perk ON, 
crally ufurp'd. by, the Emperors, who made 
Alves | Cl 0 as; 8. 5 5 ne Upon th 
Pers ion of - Decxus, e made choice 0 
8 ak Ber Th Conlon, norwithſtanding = 


but Manners anc 
buſes / and Diſox⸗ 
had Supxeme 


he was then ah ent, de up [That th the, Life. of Young. 
Poo! HFS © 2 made 
Emperor, they Cefar. 


Yen: Was. 1 e 95 J 
wi our any Requeſt made. 1. l 
naminated his Sn Heer or Ceſar, Fo be Se. 
cello, 9 15 10 . e A 4 8 5 40 8 10) 100 
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cre, | he” ew d himſelf ſo brave and active in 
: egularion, 9 7 and politick in Admini- - 


erior 
19 Trojens, and: bad, Hi he wiſe the Title of Optimus 


reat Veneration 5 


All Men; And. Wh Oftce,! How 


aer 


n was confirm d, he left L. 5 
Toe a wiſe and experienced. Commander, for 


Government. Af among other . T hings, he per= 


De- 


4s te Reman Hi 


The ſar 


venth genes Church. This was the Seventh Ge 
ral Ferſe. tion of the Chriſtians, which broke dut about 


cut ion. 


D. 


250. 


5 Wel Bodies Racks and Prildns, Fines, and'wi 


Kh 64g 
pod &* Kut! 


1 1 ia 9 mate the Imperial Edits, and . thinkin it merito- 
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But tho* this Emperor galt. d fy ch great Ap- 
Wk —7 from his Behaviour in general, yet he ex- 
_ ceedingly ſtain d and blacken'd his Reputati on dy 


his bloody Severities towards the Chriſtian : 4 12 
8 


gainſt whom, in the firſt Tear of his Reign, 


"rais d the ſharpeſt and moſt dreadful Perſecurion, | 


that had ever yet afflicted and 5 ppreſſed ti 
e 


teen Years after the Beginning of the Shxrh Perf 
cution under Maximius. Some Wtiters 1 po e 
this Perſecution. to have proceeded from | Devith 's 
Hatred to his Predeceſſor Philip,” for being à Cl 
tian, or ar leaſt 2 great Favoufer of that Religit 
Hbut others more truly aſcribe it to ki Zeal” fox the 
_ Cauſe of declining Paganiſm, which he ſaw. Fatally 
5 by the wonderful Progreſs of Chifia- 
vi, and that therefore there Was no! 1 
lef 0 ſupport the one, but by the Ruin of t 
other. For above a Tear and 4 half this Stöft 
was very black and violent, and no Place & in the 
Empire but felt the dreadful Effects of a1. Ahe 


brian were in all Places driven from their HA. 


itations, ſpoil d in their Eſtates, tormented 6 


Beaſts,” ſcaldipg 'Pirch and "melted * Wax; Fl arp 
Stakes and burning Pinces, Were hut ſome of the 
Methods of their Treatmenk; ; "and when che for- 

mer were run'over, new were Gat 1 And 

contfived. The Laws of Nature and Humanity 

Were trodden under foot; Friend. b 
Friend, Brother Kis Brother, and Children thei 


* Fathers: = every perſon bein, ambitious to 


krious to bring a Chriſtian to the Stake! This Perſe- 
cution ſwept away infinite Numbers, among the 
reſt, Fabian. Biſhop of Rome; Babylaz, Biſhop of Am 
1 and — N 1 8 of 7 * Ni 75 
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rus affirming it to be eaſier to count the Sands of the 
Sea - ſhore, than 0 reckon up all the Martyrs that 
ſuffer'd under this Perſecution. Beſides, an in- 
numerable Company were beaten, impriſon d, and 
tormented , arid whom Origen was one; and 
a greater number. betook themtelyes to voluntary —_ 
Exile, chuſing rather to commit themſelves to 
the Barrenneſs of Rocks and Mountains, and the 
Mercy of wild Beaſts, than to thoſe who had di- 
veſted themſelves of all Reaſon and Humanity. 
Among theſe latter, was Paul of Thebies, a_ Youth 
of fourteen Years: of Age, who withdrew himſelf 
into the Deſerts of e/£gypr, and took up his Abode 
and Reſidence in a convenient Cavern in a Rack, 

leading for ninety eight Tears a ſolitary and an- 
choretick Life, and became the Father of Her- 
mits, and all ſuch as afterwards. reſign d them- 
ſelves to Solitude, and a more ſtrict mortify'd Life. 
Towards the latter end of this Perſecution, the 
Emperor Decius took a Journey into Syria, to eſta- 
blith the Affairs of the Eaſt; and at Antioch, ha- 

ing unjuſtly ſlain. a little Son of an Eaſtern King, 
depos d for an Hoſtage, he attempted to enter the 
Chriſtian Congregation there; but the above: nam d 
Babylas, Biſhop of this City, ſtood at the Door, 
and with an undaunted Bravery told him, Tbat be 
would newer willingly permit a Walf to break in upon 
Chriſt's Sbeepfold. This {a exaſperated the Empe- 

ror, that he immediately after ſent for Babylas, and 
ſharply: expoſtulating with him for the Inſolen- 

cy of: the Fact, he commanded- him, and many 
others to ſuffer Marryrdom; ſo that no Part of the 
Empire was free from the Effects af his bloody - 
O A ẽ·mͥm 5 ˙ↄ˙*˙ T 924 26 7 A 
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- This: Perſecution was attended and ſucceeded 
Wars and Devaſtations from the Goths, and other 


_ - Wbindon all the Roman Dominions, and return id his 


make ſpeedy Prepararions to oppoſe them in 757m 
and "Mefia, where they had been moſt ſucceſsful, 
For the more effectual 'fupprefiing of them he re- 
folv'd to go in Perfon, and to oblige the Senate, 
he left the Government in their Hands; and take- 
ing his Son along with him, he marched toward 
che Enemy, and within a few Days after he join d 
Battel with thoſe furious People; which in the 
Beginning was very doubtful and bloody, but at 
laſt he gain'd the Victory, and ſlew 30000 con- 
ſtraining the reſt to fly to the Mountains, and 
other places of diffcult Acceſs, not daring to come 
down into the Plains: Which reduced them to 
that Extremity, that he might eaſily have ruined 
them, had he not been prevented by the Infidelity 
Of his on Commanders. For the King of the Gotbz, 
by an Embaſſy let him underſtand, That if be 
b give him leave to depart peaceably, be would 
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vu, Country, But the Emperor having polleſs'd 
himſelf of all' the paſſes, imagining that he might 

£alily deſtroy them, or make them Priſoners, and 
10 puniſn their former Breach of Articles, would 
not yield to che King's Propoſals. Having at laſt 
reduced them to ſuch Extremity, that they could 
not eſcape out of his Hands, he gave Orders to 

an Eminent Commander call'd Trebonianus Gallus 
Governor of the Frontiers off Mſia, carefully 10 
guard certain Paſſes, through which the Goth de- 
figntd to march, and that he might effectually 
ſecure them; hel gave him the Command of 2 
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powerful Party of Men. But Gallus being am- 


„ 


this private Contract; but however, the Treaſon 


of Gallus ſo far ſuccecded, that Decius was brought 
to engage the Goth. with the greateſt Diſadvan- 
tage, and yet continued fighting with extraordi- 
harry Valour and Bravery. In a ſhort time young 

Detius, being mortally wounded with an Arrow, 
fell from his Horſe in the ſight of his Father the 
Emperor, who. immediately cry'd out to his Sol- 


diers, Not to be diſcourgged, for the Death of one 


| Knight would he no Prejudice to the State of the Battel. 
But at length foreſeeing his Ruin, and that the 


Goths had apparently the Victory, that he might 
not fall into the Enemy's Hands, he clapt his Spurs 


to his Horſe, and rode furiouſly into a deep Lake 5, 


* 


* 


mour 3 he was {oon {wal lowed up, : and his Body 55 


ver could be found. And this was the miſerable 
Death of Decius, the Thirtieth Emperor of Rome, on 


the goth Teas of his Age, after a ſhort Reign of 


two Years and fix Months; a Prince excellent in 


Blood of whom not only fell upon Him, his Son, 
and his whole Army, but alſo upon the whole R- 
man Empire belides, by Means of the Inundations 


of the Goths and other barbarous Nations, Who at 


(* 


this time might have been eaſily ſuppreſs d, if not 


ruined by natural Means, if Pravidence had thought 


it fit, The Death of Decius happen d in the tot 
Year of the City, 274 Years aſter the Settlement Of 


| the Empire by Auguſtus, 25 1 after Our Saviours 


4 


ativity, 153 after the laſt of the Twelve C 


Yaldiers. = 


ind 58 after rhe publick Sale of the'Empitey te 
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buſhu, and with the other to attack the Emperor's Camp 
who ſuſpected no ſuch Attempt; and then, faining a 

' Flight jo to retire, as to draw the Emperor into bis 
Ambuſcade, - where he might undoubtedly deſtroy him. 
Authors do not exactly agree in the Relation of 


eath 


or Bog, where by reaſon of the weight of his Ar- of Decius. 


A. D. VI. After the Death of Decius, the Goths pur- 
251. ſu'd their Victory, and made a miſerable Slaughter 
in the Roman Army, which was entirely defeated; 

and thoſe who eſcaped, fled to the Legions com- 
manded by Gallus, Who as a Confederate with the 

Goths, was in ſafety : Therefore he us'd no Re- 


. Pretences of that kind, to conceal his odious Acts 
and Deſigns. He ſhew'd himſelf very induſtrious 
in ſtrengthening and encouraging his Army, pro- 
_— em Service againſt the barbarous Goths, 
till by 
and th the Applauſes of the Soldiers was pro- 
. claimed Emperor. Intelligence of this was ſoon 
brought ro Rome, where the Senate and People 


pf Decius, as the Overthrow of the Roman Army, 
Gallus but underſtanding that Gallus was choſen Emperor, 
va, Eu- and that his Legions had ſecured ſuch Men as 
=: 


eſcaped from the Battel, they confirm'd his Electi- 
on, and gave him the Name and Title of Augu- 
fu, Gallus was now about 45 Years of Age, and 
_ deſcended of an honourable Family in Rome, 


rable Actions; For he not only deſigned it by his 
treaſonable Practices before he was Emperor; but 
after his Advancement he made a Peace with the 


_ ever the Romans made ſince the Foundation of the 
Ci which was, Thar' the Roman ſhould every 
Tear conſtantly pay 4 conſiderable Tribute to the Goths. 
So_that be might gain the Title of Emperor, he 
= Was content to make himſelf and the Romans, who 
3 were accounted Lords of all Nations, tributary 
1 and ſubject to a; rude and barbarous People: 80 
1 be 8. is Ambition, that it makes Men willing 
9 be;Slaves co tome, chat chey may cifeQually 
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venge for the Death of Decius, tho he made great 


is popular Actions he gain'd his Deſire, 


were extremely concerned, as well for the Deah 


Which he much ſtain'd by his baſe and diſhonon- 


Gothe, the moſt ſhameful and diſhonourable that 


Com 


4 


command others. But the Succeſſes of this Empe- 
cor proved according to the Merit of his Actions: 

For the Goths, and other barbarous Nations, not 

farisfy'd with: their advantageous Peace, broke it in 

a ſhort Time, and like a mighty Torrent came 

down upon the Province of Thrace, Maæſia, -Theſſa- 

ly, Macedon, and ſome Parts of Aſia, practiſing all 

Kinds of Ravages, Devaſtations and Maſlacres: 

For all which the Emperor ſhewed but little Regard. 

On the other fide, the Perſians in Aſia, ſeeing the 
extraordinary Succeſs of the Goth, entered with 

a great Power under their great King Sapores, into 

the Provinces of Meſopotamia and Syria; and then 

paſſing forwards, they ſubdu'd Armenia, and drove _ 

out Tiridates the King of that Country. But Gallas + 

not much regarding theſe troubles and Calami- 

ties abroad, conſumed his Time in Rome, rather 

as a Slave to his own Voluptuouſneſs, than a con- 

uering Monarch; taking for his Companion in 
the Empire his Son Veluſian, tho' but a Child, and Whomekes 
cauſing Virtus Auguftorum be ſtampt upon both their 70 So 
Coins, as if he had gained the Empire by Valour, 5 
and not Treachery. At the fame time, to pleaſe yer. 
and pacify the People of Rome, he adopted a young 
Son of Decim; bur ſhortly after caus'd him ſecretly 
„„ „„ I Toe odath bal KC 
That there might be nothing wanting to com- 25. % 
pleat the Miſeries of the Empire, Gallus renew'd Perſecution = 
the Decian Perſecution againſt the Chriſtian, which r. 
had been much abared ; reſolving, as it were, to 


imitate his Predeceſſor in nothing but his Crimes. 


And this was the immediately ſucceeded by a moſt 
dreadful Peſtilence, which beginning in e£thiopia 
in the Confines of Apt, from thence infected 
all. the Provinces in the World, continuing ſeveral - 
Years in an unheard of Manner, and deſtroying . 
incredible Numbers of People in every City in 
che Empire; from whence Sr. Cyprian, the fa- 
OR Ee oe Fe mous 


— 
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an, . bees, Hig, baff © 
mmous Biſhop of Carthage, took an Occaſion to write © 
that excellent Treatiſe,” De Mortalitate, So that all 
tte Reign of this wicked Emperor was unforty.f be 
nate and deplorable ; as well for the Loſs of ſeve. R 
ral Provinces to foreign Enemies, as other Ca.] is 
fllammies, He had only one conſiderable Victomſ rer 
in Maſia, gained by his General Amilian over the G0 
'Goths ; of whom many thouſands were ſlain, and £9 
the Purfuir followed for ſeveral Days. But this lik 
Victory was fo far from being an Advantage to % 
Gallus, that it ſoon after occaſion'd his total Ruin the 
for e#mihan by this became ſo famous, and G4, 10 
, ſo contemptible, chat the Soldiers, who were f the 
_ Emilian pleas d With the Gifts and Promiſes, of A milias, N Lo 
proclaim'd and ever affecting e and Novelties, pro- of 
Ine 


„ tg Army, he march'd towards Miſia. Here 


1s Memory is become odious in Hiſtory... He dy 
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0 Write 
that all 
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Victor 
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„ Pro- 
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Jſew him, after a ſhort Reign, or rather Uſurpa- of 


Valour and other great Vertues; and had atrain'd 
to many Offices and Dignities; particularly under 
Decius he was made Cenſor of Rome, as was before 
mention'd, and was highly eſteem'd by that Em- 
Peror and the Senate, being alſo of a very ancient 


1 
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VII. eAmilian, after his Victory over Gallus, 4: P. 
gan to look upon himſelf as real Emperor of 233 

Rome; and thereupon wrote to the Senate, ſend- _ 

ing them intelligence of his Succeſs and Election, 

temembring them of the Negligence and III 

Government of Gallus, and of the Provinces the 

Roman Empire had loſt in his Reign; promiſing 
likewiſe to recover Thrace from the Goths, Meſopo- 

tamia and Armenia from the Perſians, and to clear 

the Empire of all Enemies. But the Senate had 

no Regard to theſe Promiſes, and the Army of 

the Alps likewiſe oppos'd him, chuſing for Empe- 

ror their own Commander Valerian; upon Notice 

of which, AÆmilian's Soldiers, mov'd with the great 

Reputation of Valerian, whom the Senate favour d, 

to avoid Civil Wars, roſe up againſt Æmilian and The Death 


tion of about three Months. Some Writers rank 
him among the Number of Emperors ; but becauſe 
he was never eſtabliſhed in the Empire, nor his 
Title generally acknowledg' d, others more juſtly __ 
place him only among the Uſurpers. Upon the 


Death of AÆmilian, Valerian was not only acknow- 
ledg'd and obey'd as Emperor by the Army, but 


likewiſe- with great Applauſes by the Senate, who 
at the ſame time gave to his Son Gallienus, then 
in the City, the Title of Cæſar, and Succeſſor to 
his Father. Valerian, When he was choſen Em- Valerian 
eror, was about 70 Years of Age, which Time „% x... 
e had ſpent in great Fame and Reputation both perer, 
nder good and bad Emperors, by reaſon of his l Sen 
"gg 
| Ar. 


oule and Family, Finally, in the whole courſe 
n ; | : N 5 5 8 of 


and 


Emili- 


3 


476 De Roman Hiſtory. ' "Book Il 
of his Life, before he arriv'd at the Empire, he was 
A : prof rous . and fortunare in all his A 83 ſo that 
All had great Hopes that this Emperor by his 
Wiſdom. and Experience would repair all the Miſe- 
ries and Calamities of theſe unhappy Times. And 
"accordingly he ſer about many Regulations, and 
made choice of wiſe and worthy Governours, and 
more particularly valiant and experienced Com- 
manders, Wwhom he choſe out of the chief of the 
Nobility, by whom he was very proſperous in ſe- 

veral Actions againſt the Northern Nations. 
Ic The. former Part of the :Emperor's Reign was 
acceptable to all People, and he ſhewed himſelf x 
great Patron of the Chriſtians, whom he treated 
with all. Offices of Kindneſs and Humanity, en- 
_ tertaining them in his own Family; ſo that his 
Court ſeem'd ro be a Church for Piety, and a San- 
© *, tuary' for Refuge to good Men. But towards the 
fourth Year of his Thy this pleaſant Scene va- 
nniſhed; and ſeduced by an Arch-Magician of 
The Eighth e£gypt, who perſuaded him, That nothing could ſo 


general proſper the Affairs of the Empire as the Reſtoration of 


Parſeention. he pagan Rites, and the Suppreſſion of Chriſtianity, /q 
A. P. e the. Gods, he 11 0 2 2 e 
237. againſt. the Chriſtians, wherein they were treated 
| with the utmoſt Fury and Barbarity throughout all 
Parts of the Empire. And this was the Eighth 
general Perſecution of the Catholick Church, 
Which broke out about ſeven Years after the be- 
© ginning of che Seventh under the Emperor - Decim, 


to make a particular Enumeration of all the Chri- 
fans that ſuffered in this Peſecution;; only tis ob- 
ſervable that both Men and Women, young and 
old, Soldiers and Ruſticks, Perſons of all Ranks 

and Ages, were ſome beaten and ſcourg'd, others 

5 8 and others receiy d the Crown of Martyr- 

om, by overcoming the Violence of flamipg Fur- 
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paces. St. Cyprian paſſionarely bewails the Miſe- 


ries and Sufferings of the Martyrs in his Letter to 
Nemeſian, and the reſt that were condemn'd to the 


Mines: Nor did he himſelf eſcape, being beheaded © + 
at Carthage, as Xiſtus and Quartus had been before 


him, and the 300 Martyrs. De Maſſa Candida, who 
rather than ſacrifice to the Pagan Gods, cheerfully 
leapt into a vaſt Pit of burning Lime, kindled for 
that purpoſe, where they were ſtifled with the 
Smoke and Flame. In Spain ſuffer d Huctucſus Bi- 
ſhop of Tarragon; at Rome, Xiſtus the Biſhop, and 
St, Laurence his Deacon and Teuer of that 
Church; and at Cæſ'area, Priſcus, Malchus and 4- 
xander, who aſham'd to lye idle, while, ſo many 
Hero's were contending for the Crown, unani- 
mouſly offer d themſelves to the Judge, and gladly 
received the Sentence of Martyrdom. : 
This Perſecution continu'd the reſt of the Reign 


: 


of this Emperor, which was about two years, and 


gaye a fatal turn to all his Proſperity; for Heaven 
being highly provoked with the many perſecutions 

of its faithful Servants, ſent its Scourges from the 
Northern Countries, who came down in a- more 
formidable Manner than'ever ; and the Empire 220 . 
all Parts began to be uſurp'd by Traytors and Ty- > 
rants, to the great Danger of its Diffolution. The 
Emperor himſelf was the principal Sufferer in theſe 
Calamities; for after he had made ſome Reſiſtance 

of the Goths and Scythians, he was obliged to turn 


all his Forces againſt Sapores King of Peſia, who 


ith a furious Progreſs ravaged. Syria, Silicia and 


[Caypadocia. Coming into Meſopotamia, both Armies 

met, and a general Battle was expected; but it 
roved otherwiſe. For juſt before the intended 

Ingagement, Valerian, through the Negligence, or = 
as ſome believe, the Treachery of the General, © 77 
vas brought into an incommodious Place. withour: + 
ſuffcient Guard; where being ſurrounded * „ 
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gg Peſan, and all the Paſſes poſſeſſed, withou 
any great Reſiſtance, he was taken Priſoner by 


Valerian 'Sapores, who cartied this old Emperor into his own 


led imo Country, and treated him with greater Indignities 


 Eaptivit) than the meaneſt Slave. For the tyrannizing Pei 


by Sapores.. 


| King of fan, exceſſively ſwell'd with this profperous Gale, 
Perſia, - made Valerian his Foot-ſtool whenever he was dil- 


poſed to rake Horſe ; cauſing the greateſt Monarch 
of the World, to whom all Nations paid Homage 
to bow down his Neck for him to tread upon i 
When he mounted the Saddte ; this was the miſe. 
rable' Fate of Lacinius Valerian, the Thirty ſecond 
Emperor of Rome, in the 76th Year of his Age 
after a Reign of about ſix Tears; a Prince emi- 
nent for many remarkable Excellencics, who for 
many Years wanted no kinds of Succeſs and Prof: 
perity, till he was at laſt met by the Judgment ot 
_ Heaven, which ſeverely puniſhed him for his bar. 
barous Oruelties ro the Chriftians ; and this was 
Hkewiſe a Puniſhment to the, Romans themſelves, 
who never received ſuch a Signal Affront ſince the 


Foundation of their City. | Sapores us'd'to rally J. 


lerian When he made him his Foot-ſtool, telling 
Him, That this Poſture was greater $174 of which Sid 
the Victor went, than all the Pickures thar the Roman 
cos d make; and for a conſiderable Time the Per 
fans treated the very Name of a Roman with al 
_ poſſible Indignity and Scorn. Valerian continued 


about ſeven Years in this miſerable Servitude, not. Ip: 


withſtanding all the Writings, Interceſſions, and 
Threats of the Chief Potentates in the World to 
procure his Releaſe,” and at length the inſulting 
Perſiam cauſed his Eyes to be pulled out, and afte 
that to be flead alive, and rubbed: with Salt, ac: 
cording to Agatbias; but Lendanftins ſays he wi 
flead after his Death, being then about 83 Year 
of Age. This, remarkable Captivity of Valerian, 


hapned inthe 1012 Year of the City, 282 Tea. 
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Senate conferr d the Empire upon him, making 


[pire. 


after the abe of the Empire by Eh 
259 after our Saviour's Nativity, 161 after the | 

of the twelve Ceſars, and 66 after the wa Sale 
of the Empire by the Soldiers. 
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form — — e nk VALBRIAN, . the heb. 
ginning of the Thirty Tyrants, 20 the Re- 
eee of D1oCLESIAN, the 7; hirty-ninth 
eror ; when the Empire became N 322 
G's d znto Independent Parts. | 1 1 6, 


Containing the Jpace of about 4 $7 7 Ears, 


NA being taken 8 All W ROOT 
expected that Bis Son Gallienus, would re- made Em 


lieve him; and revenge the Affront; therefore the? 1 


bim Sole Emperor, who in a, great meaſure had 
the Authority before, he being now AVON 4 
Tears of Age. This Reign was the moſt. con- 
fus'd. and calamitous. of all the preceding; and 
Heaven and Earth ſeemed, equally, to threaten. 
the Ruin and Heſtruction of the Romen Em- 
In the beginning of it the Sun was 
clouded and darkned, 0 that it did not ap- 
pear for many Days: Strange and diſmal Earh- 
Wes overthrew the Cities and ſtately Edifices, |. 
nes great Numbers of People, and ſha- 
5 the Lands ſo terribly, that the hidden 
Bowels of the Earth, and ſtupendious Caverns 
were laid open, from whence flowed vaſt Streams 


of Ar: Water. The Sea over-ſwelled its Banks, 


ee 40 e Continents, drowning: 
Coun- 
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thinking to pacifie the Wrath of tbe Divine 
power, contrary to the Practices of former 
Emperors in theſe Circumſtances, he relax'd the 
Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, ſending forth his 
Edicts in favour of them: Beſides theie Calamities 
the whole Empire was dangerouſly invaded on all 
Parts. The Germans Over-ran Rhaetia and the Aly;, 
and paſſed into Italy as far as Ravenna; the 
Allemant alſo waſted Gaul, and entred Spain to the 
City of Tarragon: The Goths and Scythians ravag d 
all Pontus, . a greater Part of leſſer 4/ia ; and in 
Europe all Greece, Macedomias, and their Confines. 
Dacia beyond the Danube was totally loft to the 
Quad and Sarmatians, who allo ſeized on Pan- 
nuonia; and the Perſians and Parthians, having al- 
ready gained Meſopotamia, poſſeſs d themſelves of 
24 a great Part of Syria. About the ſame time the | ,, 
Soldiers in all Parts electing their own Generals,  & 
advanced no leſs than Thirty almoſt at one Time, ar 
who aſſuming the Title of Emperors, are generally ſa 
recorded by the Name of The Thirty Tyrants; and be 
as they were all oppoſite to each 6ther, ſo they vi 
were often” unanimous in the Ruine of Gallianus, an 
by which means the Roman Empire was more | © 
| ſeverely harraſs' d and oppreſs'd by its own Forces, ne 
than by Foreign Devaſtation: Only theſe Uſur- F < 
pers, Who were generally Valiant Men, did often pe 
defend and ſecure the Empire from the Barbarous Re 
Nations, who ſeemed in a capacity to over- co 
cc nw 
_ *Gallienus in the beginning of his Reign ſhewed an 
ſome Regard to the | Publick, and particularly I ch: 
- overthrew Izgenuus, à valiant Commander in 
Pannonia, Who had Tebclled, and aſſumed 4 
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Chap. VI. GALLIENUS XXXIUII. 
Title of Emperor, and likewiſe defeated the Gorhs | 
in a Battel; in which Victories he us'd incredible 


Cruelties, deſtroying in one City all living per- 
ſons. But afterwards he gave himſelf up to Eaſe 


and Luxury'; fo that while the whole World was 


infeſted with Wars and Deſolations, he generally 


continued at Rome among Concubines and- Harlots, 
ſurrounded with Roſes and other Flowers, in- 


venting new Pleaſures and Delights, often bath- 


and other Fruits green all the Year, and having or- 


dinarily at his Table the moſt delicious and coſtly 
Meats imaginable. His Services were all of Gold 


beſet wich Jewels, the Powder for his Hair of 
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ing himſelf, ſtudying how he might preſerve Pigs 


Gold-Duſt; and he continually diverted himſelf 
with Mimicks and Buffoons, and bathed with Wo- 


men of all Ages. 


made anſwer, Cannot we live without the Linen of 


When it was told him that the 
Kingdom of Agypt had rebelled againſt him, he 


Egypt ? Having loſt Gaul by Uſurpers, he care- 


leſsly replied, Cannot the State be ſupported with- 
| out the Soldiers Caſſocks 


om thence * Being 


in- 


formed of the Deſolation of Aa by Earthquakes, 
and the Scythian Invaſion, he without any Concern 


ſaid, Cannot we ſubſiſt without Salt-petre ? And 
being advertis'd of the Loſs and Ruin of other Pro- 
vinces, he always anſwered with ſo much Scorn 


and Negligence, as if he had utterly forgot his 


Office and Dignity. His extraordinary Careleſ- 


neſs and Diſregard for the Publick, was the Prin- 
cipal Reaſon that ſo many Tyrants and Uſur-. _ 


pers made themſelves Lords and Emperors in his 


Reign. Of all whom we muſt give ſome little Ac- 
count, tho” in a very imperfect and diſorderly Me- 


thod, by reaſon of the ſtrange Confuſion, of Affairs, 
and the Obſcurity and Brevity of the Writers of 


—- 8 1 


Valerian + 
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The Thirry Palerian being taken Prifoner, as was formerly 
Frans, er mention'd, and his Son Gallienss uſing no Means 
e. for his Ranſome or Revenge, the Commanders 
and Soldiers in the Eaſt were diſperſed with great 
Grief and Indignation for the Diſgrace they had 
received. In this Exigency, Baliſta, General to 
Valerian, and an excellent Soldier and Commander, 
togerher with Macrianus, a Perſon of ſingular 
Worth and Experience, aſſembling the Roman Le- 
geions and Cohorts, with the unanimous Conſent of 

_ alk; they agreed to chuſe an Emperor, to recover 
the Roman Dominions, and to ſet the old Emperor 
at Liberty, ſince Gallienus took no care of that 


. Matter. And after many Conſultations, Macrianus 


RX 
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Mere was elected and obeyed as Emperor; and with 
us, 1. him his two Sons, Macrianus and Quietus, Were 
i made his Equals and Companions in the Empire; 
r . p7 8 | 5 | 0 „ 
2. Quie. and at the ſame time Baliſta made præfect or Ge 


us, neral of his Army. Macrianus ſecing himſelf 


- made Emperor, and powerful by reaſori of the Ar- 


mies of the Eaſt, he marched into the Confines 
in Per ſis, and in ſome Barrels ſuppreſs'd the for- 


mer Inſolencies of that Nation. But fearing a 


"valiant Commander called Valent, Proconſul of 
fiderable Army againſt him under the Com- 
mand of Piſo a Conſular Perſon, and a good 
Soldier, to fieze on that Country, and ſo to pals 
into ahh; which being underſtood by Valens, 


: the Province of Achaia in Greece, Be ſent a Con- 


0 encreafe his Authority and Power, he cauſed 
| Vafens, 4. himfelf ro be choſen Emperor, and aſſumed the 


Imperial Ornaments and Enſigns; by which he 
drew ſuch a Number of Men to his Party, that 


Piſo was driven to retire with his Troofs into 
0 A - wheie, being reduced to ſome Extremi- 


tiies, he us'd his Enemies Policy, and like him, 
Tie, s, proclaimed b imſelf Emperor; but was ſoon after 


Che 
over 
Valen 
Days 
conf} 
Faſt; 
Piſo 7 
Polls 
a CO 
in th 
Ther 
and 
vent 

his V 
the 
overt 
yaſtat 
to rel 
Aureo 
aſſum 
that 
there 
Batte:; 
overt] 
Macri 
Soldie 
ned } 
what 

Was 


and 1 


of his 


is u 


prince 
all thi 


| mpe 


, | 


Prince of Palmyrene, a Province in Syria, ſeeing 
all things in Confuſion in the Empire, preſumd © 7. 
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overthrown by Voelents Forces and ſlain. Nor did 
Valens long enjoy his Victory; for within a few 
Days after, his own Soldiers for ſome Diſcontents, 


conſpir d againſt him, and flew him. 


. 


: 


Macrianus, Who now reigned Emperor in the 
Faſt; receiving Intelligence of the Misfortunes of 
Piſo and Valens, and not ſatisfied with his preſent 
poſſeſſion, reſolved to march towards Rome with 
à conſiderable Army, to ſuppreſs ſome Uſurpers 
in the Weſt, as alſo the legal Emperor Gallienus. 
Therefore leaving behind him his Son Quietut, 
and Baliſta, | 
vent other Uſurpations in the Faſt, he began 
his March wich 45000 Men, and puſh'd through. 


the leſſer Aſia into Thrace and Achaia, where hge 


overthrew the Gothe, who had made great De- 
yaſtations in thoſe Parts; and conſtrained them | 
to retire. About the ſame time, or rather before, A 
Aureolus, Commander of the Legions in Myiricum g. 
and ) Dalmatia,” was Conſtrained by his Men to 
aſſume the Title of Emperor; and perceiving 
that Macrianus Was entring his Province, he ga- 

thered all his Forces together, and in a bloody 
Battel put an End to all his great Attempts, 
overthrowing and ſlaying both him and his Son 

Macrianus., Upon which 30000 of Macrianuss | 
Soldiers went over to Aureolus, which fo ſtrength- | 
ned his Intereſt, that Gallienus, who was ſome- 


Irhat employed in ſuppreſſing other Uſurpers, 


was content to enter into Articles with him, 
and make a Feace, which continued firm moſt 
of his Reign. But while Macrianus was purſuing 
is | unſgcceſsful Attempts, Odænatus, a famous 


o take upon him the Title and Condition of 
Emperor, imparting likewiſe that Dignity to He- 
ad, his eldeſt Son by his firſt Wife. 

5 ES pation 
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with ſome choice Troops to pre- 
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This Uſur. Herod, 8. 
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pation prov'd both honourable and advantageou live 
to the Empire, for he perform'd many noble Ex- ¶ Me 
ploits againſt Sapores, King of Perſia, who detain d tho! 


Valerian Priſoner, gain'd many Batrels, recovered of 
all; Meſopotamia, with the great Cities of Niſbe I Emy 
and Carre, forced Sapores to fly before him, rook I the 
his Wives, his Riches and Treaſure, and marched in h 
up to the very Walls of Cteſpbon. But as his Wit: 
principal Deſigns were againft Macrianus, and his N W 
Son, he ſent à great Prefent of the Jewels and I upor 
noble Priſoners he had taken from the Perſians, with 
to Gallienus at Rome; who when he could not ing 
eclipſe the Merit of Odænatu by Virtue, or ſup- cred; 
preſs it by Valour, ſought to deface it by Tres-M and 
Chery; but failing of his Deſigns, out of Fear he of 4 
„ made him his Partner in the Empire, and Odæ. Iny T. 
"| | pmatus receiv'd the Title of Auguſtus, both from iy Pe 
Sallienus and the Senate. Upon which Gallienu again 
appointed many publick Feaſts and Diverſions, in ſome 
the Cirques and Theatres ; inviting the PeopkWof tt 

to aſſiſt, and be merry, as in the Days of the great whic 

| eſt Joy and Proſperity. At the ſame time not be. milia! 
ing aſhamed to triumph over the Perſians, who yet tv 
_ | gderain'd his Father Priſoner, and to lead then the h: 
. Captive in a Mock-ſhow, ſome ſatyrical PerſonWlcarne 
mix'd themſelves with the Priſoners, and viewing her ſe 
their Faces, demanded, Where was the Emperor's Fiental | 
ther? Which ſo incens'd Gallienus, that he com- Pitch 


manded them all to be burnt alive. Pe'beral 


| Odænatu underitanding the Death of Macri-Yupon ( 

| nus and his Son, he turned his Forces againliſnels ar 
ain „ Bere the youngeſt Son, who was left wii brave, 
? ” Balifta ; and was ſo ſucceſsful as to put an End; one L 


to his Authority and Life together; and alſo did pt, a 
the ſame to Baliſta, who for a while had like Queen 
wiſe commanded as Emperor; by which mean ſhe ha 

Odænatus without Contradiction remained EmpyQÞH + © 
fror over all the Provinces in the Eaſt, and wa 
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fear d by all the Princes in the World: But he 
liv'd not long in this Proſperity, for his Kinſman, 
Mzeonins, hoping to gain the ſame Power and Au- 


thority, treacheroully. brought about the Death 


of him, and his Son Herod, and made himſelf Mzonius, 
Emperor, though but for a ſhort Time; for ** 


the ſame Soldiers that were Afliſtants to him 
in his Treaſon, likewiſe deſtroy.d him. Zenobia, Zenobis, 
Wife to Odænatus, remaining a Widow, with her 
two young Sons, Herennianus and Timolaus, took 


* 


11. 

oe #- 
Herennia- 
nus, 12. 


upon her the Government, and began to rule Timolaus 
with a Maſculine Courage and Conduct, ſhew- 3. 


ing ſuch Wiſdom and Valour, as is almoſt in- 

credible; and to the great Diſgrace of Gallienus, 

and his Succeſſor Claudius; ſhe enjoy'd the Title 

of Auguſta, and the Empire of the Eaſt for ma- 
ny Years; on one Side warring againſt the migh- 
ty Perſians, and on the other, defending her telf 
againſt all the Power of Rome. All Writers take 
ſome Notice of the Virtues and Accompliſhments 
of this Princeſs , particularly her Continence, 
which was ſo remarkable, that ſhe -was never fa- 
miliar with her Husband after Conception; nor 


! 


yet twice, till ſhe knew by natural Signs, whether 
ſhe had conceived or not, She was cxtraordinary 
learned in many Arts and Languages, and hai 
her ſelf abridg'd the 4lexandrian, and all rhe Ori- 
ental Hiftories, whereby ſhe attain'd the highet 
pitch both of Wiſdom and Authority; being li- 
deral and temperate in all Things, very ſevere _ 
upon Occaſion, yet no ways defective in Goode 


neſs and Clemency. She was ambitious as well as 


brave, and boaſted that ſhe was deſcended in 
one Line from Cleopatra and the Prolemys of 4. 
did pt, and in another from the mighty Sir mii, 
like Queen of Babylon; and in all Things acted as ir 
World. But Gallienus, 


ſhe had been Empreſs of the 


WE 


h 
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wo feard Odanaims,. at firſt deſpis'd Zenobia: 
but ſhe ſoon let him underſtand his Error by he: 
frequent overthrowing his Forces, particularly 
thoſe under the Command of Heraclianus. A bout 
dhe fame time, Amilian, Commander of the Le. 
"Xmilian, gions in eZgypr, after ſome Tumults and Struggle, 
14. in imitation of many others, proclaimed him. 
- ſelf Emperor, and with great Courage and Bold. 
neſs ſeizd on that ancient Kingdom. But x 
theſe Buildings had bur a weak Foundation, ſo 
a ſmall Force, and a-few Storms oyerwhelm'g 
them, which was effected by a Commander (en 
by Gallienus, call'd Theodatus, wlio uſed ſuch Me. 
thods that his Friends failing him, he was by 
im apprehended, and afterwards put to Death in 

VVV 
While Affairs thus paſſed in the Eaſt, the other 
Provinces of the Empire were in no leſs Confu- 
fon, being extremely infeſted and harraſſed with 
Wars and Oſurpers; Gallienus in the mean tim: 
ſolacing himſelf in Rome, contenting himſelf with 


| Tay, Which was the only Province that remain'd 
| firm ro him, the reſt ſometimes paying, and 
| other times denying their Obedience. In theſe 
| general Commotions, Africk alſo made ſeveral Al- 


terations, occaſioned by Pomponianus, the Com- 


„ mander of the Legions, and Paſſienus, Proconſul 


bf rhe Province, who made choice of a Tribune 
Fo / _ ealld Celſus, a Perſon highly eſteem'd for hi 
i Virtues. and Accompliſhments, and proclaim'd 
-  Celfusr5, him Emperor. But this poor Prince's Authority 
llaſted but ſeven Days, being put to Death by the 
Means of Gallienus's K inſwoman Galliena, dwel- 
lung in thoſe Parts, had great Indignities offered to 
dis Body. After which, Africk was free from 
=? Uſurpers in this Reign, but not from Tumults 
and Confuſions. About the ſame time, Regillians, 


the 


1 5 
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k Commander of the Legions about Pannonia, and 


— 
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her the adjacent Provinces, was by the Conſent of his 
lar Army, and the Inhabitants of thoſe Parts pro: 
bouſl claim'd Emperor; for they were highly incenſedRegilſia» 
Le againſt Gallianus for his Cruelties in thoſe Coun- uus, 16. 
tries, when he ſuppreſs'd Ingenuus, formerly men- 1% * i 
tioned, who; was alſo one of the Thirty Tyrants sc 
or Uſurpers, Regillianus performed great Service | 
againſt rhe Sarmatians, but was at length flain by 
the Roxdlani or TN with the Content of the 
Soldiery and Peaſants, who fear'd that Gallienus 
would exerciſe new Cruelties. And here it is ob- 
ſervable, That all the Commanders that Yalerian 
made, were in his Son's Reign called Emperor 
among whom was Cenſorinus, a Perſon who Corn 
been Conſul, and held other Offices and Dignities, "> 1% 
bur underwent the fame Fate that almoſt all lee 
reſt did, being ſlain by the ſame Soldiers that pro- A 
claimed him. Trebellianus met with a different Trebell- 
Treatment, tho no leſs fatal; for being pro- ianus, 19. 
claimed Emperor by the Hauri in Aſia Minor 7 | 
Gallienus ſent an egyptian Commander, called 
Ganſiſoleus againſt him, who defeated him in a 
bloody Bartel, and flew him, but could not re- 
duce the Tſauri, who by reaſon of their inac- 
ceflible Country, were often in Kebellion after- 
During theſe Confuſions and Diſtractions in the 
Eaſtern and Southern Parts of the Empire, Gaul and 
the Weſtern Parts were no leſs harrais'd with in- 
teſtine Convulſions, as well as foreign Deva- 
ſtations. Hoſthumus, a valiant” Commander, was 
General in Gaul, a Perſon of great Reputation 
with Valerian, and ſo much eſteemed by Feline 
from that at his firſt Arrival at the Empire, he ſent him 
mul his Son Saloninur, Whom he intitled Cæfam 1d 
ande inſtructed and educated by bim: But after- 
and wards ſeeing the Neglect and ill Government of 
the his Father Gallienus, partly through the Inhabi- 
1 „„ < ___ rants 


* 


Poſthu- 
mus, 20. 
all Gaul, which he governed for ſeven Years, de- 


T fending it from all the Inſults of barbarous Na- 


fx 2 
8 
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tants Compulſion, and partly by means 
own Ambition, Saloninus was ſlain, and Poſthu- 
mus proclaimed Emperor, who with great Cou- 
rage and Conduct ſoon made himſelf Maſter of 


tions who were ready to devour it; in which his 
Valour was ſo remarkable, that he was ſtiled, The 
Gallick Hercules, The Succeſs of Poſtbumus ſo 
rouſed Gallienus from his voluptuous way of Li- 
ving, that he marched againſt him in Perſon, with 
two excellent Commanders, one called Tbeodoſiut, 
and the other Claudius; and inveſting a City where 


 Poſthumus was lodged, the Gauls fo well defended 


the. City, and Gallienus himſelf being wounded 
with an Arrow, he was conſtrained to raiſe the 


Siege, and likewiſe ro make Peace with Aureolus 
n Ilyricum, which was mentioned before. But all 
this was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs the Power of 
Poſtbumus, who was now ſupported by an excel- 


lent young Commander, called Y;&orinus, . whom 


Viftori- . Pofhumus made his Equal and Companion in the 
nus, 21. Empire; by whoſe Diligence and Aſſiſtance he 


9 ; 

7 21 5 
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_ defended himſelf and protracted the War, havin 


ſome times proſperous, and other times adverſe 
Fortune. However, Gallienus returning to Rome, 


as though he had made a full Conqueſt of Gaul, 
entered in a ſolemn Triumph, with all imagina- 
ble Pomp and Show, giving himſelf up to his 
former Courſe of Life and Pleaſures. Here he 


daily received News of Commotions, Revolts, In- 


curhons, Devaſtations, and Uſurpations in many 
Parts of the Empire; for all which he ſeemed not 


much concerned; And when he was inform'd of 


che Father Paleior's great Torments and Death in 
Baja, he coldly alluding to Xenophor's Speech 
upon the De 77 
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claimed his Son Victorinus Emperor: But the Fu- 


\ 


Father was liable to Death and Miſeries as well as 
Poſthumus now living in great Proſperity, toge- 
ther with his Son Poſtbumus, whom he firſt made 
Ceſar, and then Auguſtus, and his Companion in p, qo, _- . 
the Empire; he governed Gaul and the adjacent mus 7. 
Parts with remarkable Juſtice and Severity. But nior, 23. 
the Gauls, deſirous of Change and Novelty, re- 
volted from him, and choſe an experienced Com- 
mander, called Lollianus, for Emperor; and theſe Lollianus, 
wo warring againſt each other, Poſthumns and his *3: 
Son were ilain by him and the Gauls.  Lollianus 
remaining Emperor in thoſe Parts, notwithſtand- 


ing he was valiant and powerful, yet he could not 


aſume the ſame Authority that Poſfthumus had, 
ſince his Election was not ſo univerſal, and Vifo- -- 
inus the Aſſociate of Poſthumus poſſeſs d a conſide- Victorĩ- 


rable Part of the Country, and was ſtill called Em- aus, 24. 
eror. Viforinus was generally governed by [o: 
rick Counſels of his Mother Victoria, or Viftorina, __ 


who for her great Valour and Maſculine Courage, 
was ſtiled Mother of Armies; and by her Aſſiſtance 
he oppoſed Lollianus, and in a ſharp Battel de- 
feated him, and flew him, remaining ſole Emperor 
of Gaul, together with his Mother, who was now 
aſſociated with him, and called Auguſta, Victoriuas 
was an excellent Prince, and compared with the 
beſt of the Roman Emperors, but was given to 
Luxury, which was the Cauſe of his Ruin; for 
taking away a Soldier's Wife from him, he was 
ſlain by means of his Treaſon near Agrippina or 
Cologn ; which being underſtood by his Mother, by 
the Alſiſtance of ſome of her Friends, ſhe pro- 
ry of the Soldiers was ſuch, that they ſoon flew 2 
the Son as they had done the Father. However, 25. 


Victoria would not recede from her Authority and 


Ambition, 10 ſupport her ſelf, by Means of her 
JJ ©” 2, 65 6 NN 3 
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£ Saturnir- 
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Favourites, ſhe procured Terricus a Senator of 
1 Rome, who had ſome Command in Gaul, to pro- 
Tetricus, claim himſelf Emperor, and to make his Son 7. 
26 triem his Companion, which he did, and proved 

| eee an excellent and valiant Prince, making himſel 
e # = Lord of all Gaul, and the greateſt part of Spain, 
obtaining great Victories againſt the Northern Na- 
tions, and reigning long after the Death of G4 

| lienus. In the mean time Gallienus enjoyed Rom 
and all Italy, which never revolted ſrom him, 
while the Tyrants or Uſurpers by Turns-generally 
deſtroyed each other, or elſe were flain by thei: 
own Soldiers, only ſome few continued in fſuc- 
ceeding Reigns. Of the Thirty, we have men. 


8 


Tiom d all but three, which were Cyriades, who be. 


fore Valerian s Captivity was proclaim'd Emperor 
Cyriades, by the Perſians, and ſoon after deſtroy'd ; Satur- 
28 _ ninus, Who not long after his Election was lain 
by his own Soldiers; and Marius a Smith, who 


Mulm, in ſeven Days was dilpatch'd by a Sword of hi 


30% * own forging. Von 1 
I Through all the Parts and Provinces of the 
Empire were committed infinite Murthers, Robbe. 
ries, Deſolations, Inſolencies, and all Kinds of 
Barbarities, Tyrannies and Treaſons, accompa- 
nyed with an innumerable Company of other un- 
heard of Miſeries and Calamities; and all in 3 

reat Meaſure occaſioned by the Negligence, Vice 
and Cruelties of Gallienus, which render'd him 
both deſpicable ro his Subjects, and inſupportable 
to the Empire. Inſomuch that his wn Captains 
and Commanders, finding him uncapable of de- 
tending the State, at laſt reſolved upon his Ruin; 
and in the Conſpiracy, Heraclianus and Martian, 


wo of his principal Commanders, were involvd, 
bdeing not long after preſented with a fair Oppor- 


tunity for that Purpoſe. | For the peace hei 
broke between Gallienus and Aureolus, one of the 
a. Eh WS 5 . 5 0 | * — 85 1 5 x” 1 125 : * 
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or Milan; which caus' d Gallienus to oppoſe him 


Chap. vl. GALLIENUS 'XXXIIL 40 
foremention'd Uſurpers, the latter fearleſſy en- 
ter'd Irahj it ſelf, and took the City of Midiolanum 


with a powerful Armv, and to beſiege him in that 


City. During this Siege, Martian and the reſt of 


by theſe Confpirators, together with 
a Brother of his, nam'd Valerian. 


thod's fake we call the thirty third Emperor of 
Rome, in the 5oth Year of his Age, after an igno- 
minious Reign of about nine Years after his Fa- 


ther's Captivity; a Perſon who. not only brought 


Shame and Death tO himſelf by his Cruelties and 


Enormities, but likewiſe greater Miſeries and Ca- 
lamities upon the Roman State than ever were 


known ſince the Foundation of the City. He dy'd 
the 102 1ſt Year of the City, 291 Years after the 
Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 268 after 
our Saviour's Nativity, 170 after the laſt of the 


Twelve Cz{ars, and 75 after the publick Sale of the 


Empire; leaving all the Eft ſubject to Zenobia, 


Gaul and theWeſt to Tetricus and Victorinus, Illyricum 
to Aureolus, and Thrace, Macedonia, and part of Aſia 
Minor to the Goths and Scythian. OO 


II. The Death of Gallienus prov'd a great Eaſe 
and Advantage to the Reman Empire, and gave a 


general Satisfaction to all except his Soldiers, who 
expecting the Riches and Plunder of Milan, were 
ſo enrag d, that Martian and the Conſpirators were 
obüg d to allwage them with a conſiderable Sum 


* 


the Conſpirators, who had agreed with Aureolus, 

pretended that they had private Intelligence, that 
Aureolus was deſign d to make a ſudden Sally upon 
that Quarter where Gallienus was lodg'd: Where- 
upon Gallienus with greater Haſte than Diſcretion, 
left his Poſt ſmally accompany'd; fo that before 
the reſt of his Guards could be gathered together, 
he was ſlai 3 
| This was the of Gallig= | 
deſerved. End of Licinius Gallienus, whom for Me- . 


4 
268. 
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; of preſent Money; ſo that none of their Compa- 
ny durſt preſume to take upon him the Title of 
Emperor, as was generally expected. In the mean 
Claudius time Flavius Claudius by the unanimous Conſent 
mage Em. Of all, was proclaimed Emperor; and being a per- 
Ren. ſon of great Vertues an 
Was joytully confirm'd by the Senate and People 

of Rome with infinite Bleſſings and Applauſes. We 
are not fully aſſur'd of his Lineage and Country; 

for ſome affirm, that he was born in Dalmatia, 

and was deſcended of an ancient Family ; others, 

that he was of Dardania, and deſcended from the 

+» * Blood of the T79ars; and others, that he was the 
S8on of the Emperor Gordian. However, we are 
__  afſur'd that he was a Perſon of extraordinary Va- 
Jour and Bravery, and that he had performed ex- 

_ cellent Service againſt Poſt humus in Gaul, and againſt 

the Goths and other barbarous Nations in many 

| Parts. He was now about 54 Years of Age, 
and had a very ſtrong Body, and a vigorous Mind, 
1 was eminent for his Virtues and excellent Parts; 
he was chaſte and continent, moderate and tempe- 

rate, and juſt and upright, both before and after 

he was Emperor; only he was ſome what ſevere to 

the Cbriſtians, tho the Truth of that is doubted, 

He was a un Judge, a Lover of Strangers, ſevere 

to the Wicked, but moſt kind to the Vertuous: He 

made excellent Laws and Ordinances, and in a very 

ſhort time reform'd the Commonwealth; fo that 

In his ſhort Reign there was a great Change of Af- 

fairs, and he proved a mighty Prop and Support 

) ½½%½%ͤé mim. 

The firſt Expedition undertaken by this Empe- 

ror was againſt Aureolus in Milan, who underſtand- 

ing the Death of Gallienus, chang' d the Courſe of 

his Affairs, expecting to become ſole Emperor 
himſelf. But Claudius reinforcing his Army, had 
"ſeveral Engagements with Aureolus and gain d one 
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dy to expoſe himſelf to all kinds of Dangers; and 


ſeveral Parts of the Empire? But the good Em- 


with all pollible Diligence 1ais'd the greateſt Army 


. * , ; 
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| memorable Victory over him, which conſtrain d 


him to retire unto the Walls of Milan; from 
whence he ſought to come to ſome Compoſition 
with Claudius, as he had done with Gallienus: But, 


Claudius, as a virtuous and victorious Prince, would | 
not hearken to any Agreement with a Tyrant and | 
Uſurper, and return'd him Anſwer, That ſuch Pro- | 


poſitions might have been ſuitable to the Temper of 
Gallienus, who ſtood in fear of Aureolus ; but for 
himſelf, be was reſolved to do nothing mean and un- 
princely, but would make him - underſtand his Duty. = 
Aureolus was afterwards ſlain, as ſome ſay, by his 7 
own Soldiers; and as others, by Claudius Com- jun 
mand, fighting at the Foot of a Bridge. By his 

Death Claudius became Maſter of his Army, and of 

all the Countries that he poſſeſs d; and returning 

with theſe Succeſſes to Rome, he was there receiv'd 

with great Triumphs and Feaſtings, and ſetled the 

Affairs of the Publick with all imaginable Prudence 

and Juſtice. + His principal Care and Study was to 

reſtore the Empire to its former Strength and Li- 
berty, and to recover all that was loſt, being rea- 


upon that Occaſion, it was ſeriouſly debated in the 
Senate which War ſhonld be undertaken firſt, and 
whether the Emperor ſhould go againſt Tetriras in 
Gaul, Or Zenobia in the EaF, or elſe the Goths and 
other Nations, which had infeſted and poſſeſs d 


peror ſoon reſolved their Doubts, declaring,” That 1/' 
he would firſt march againſt the Goths, and other bars 
barons Nations,” for they were Enemies to the Common- 
wealth ; but the Uſurpers were only. Enemies to Him: 
Therefore he was obliged to revenge 'a publick Wrong” 


before & private Injury. Which generous Reſolution 


being highly-approv'd by the Senate and People, he 


that was ever leyy'd for fuch a War; for which there 
| | 8 c 85 WaS 
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wuaas the greateſt Neceſſity, ſince thefe Nations had 

for fourtcen Years poſſeſſed many Parts of the 

Empire, and deſtroyed many great and famous 

Cities; and notwithſtanding they had been ſome- 

times overthrown in Gallienuss Reign by Macria- 

nw, Avitus, and this preſent Emperor Claudi, 

yet ſtill they poſſeſsd all Thrace, a great part of 

Macedonia, and other Provinces. Theſe People had 

a great Hatred to Learning; and pillaging the City 

ol Athens, they heap'd together a vait Pile of Books 

to burn, but were advis'd by one to forbear, That 

the Grecians Spending their Time on them, might be 
the leſs capable of Mar. | lows 


Not long before Claudius undertook this War, 
the Goths Out of a Deſire, of Spoil and Plunder, 
to revenge former Loſſes, and expecting Claudius 

ſhould be employ d againſt Tetricus and Other Pre- 
tenders, perluaded many Northern People and 

Nations to come down upon the Romans. And 

joining themſelves with the Heruli, the Trutangi, 
the Virtungi, and other uncivilliz'd Nations, to the 
Number of above zooooo fighting Men, beſides 
Servants, Women and Children; they came down. 
the. River Danube with 2000 Ships fraught with 


Men and Ammunition, in ſuch a tormidable Man- 
ner, as made the Empire to tremble, and the Earth, 
2s it were to labour under theic Burthen. Only 
the invincible Emperor remain'd fearleſs, and with 

| a brave Army march'd againſt theſe fierce People ; 
Claudius: and being ready to come to an Engagement, he 
Expedition Wrote the Senate a ſhort Letter to this Effe&t: 1 

| againf the am now ready to engage with three hundred and twen- 
Gotlis. /, thouſand Men, who have entered the Empire 
"whom if I vanquiſh, I ſhall deſerve your Thanks. 

I fail, I hope you will remember that 1 fight after 

_ the Reign of Gallienus, who has enervated the 
State and Government; and the Uſurpations of ma- 

ny ambitious Perſons, who in Contempt to Him be- 

FE EE 3 „ 
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came Traytors to their Country. Our Gallick and 

Spaniſh Sword- Men, the Sinews of our Strength, 
are taken up in the Weſt. by Tetricus ; and our Ar- 
chers,, to our great Shame, by Zenobia in the Eaſt: 


ſtanding theſe Inconveniences and Difficulties, Clan- 
dias boldly advanced towards the Enemy, and 
coming to a Battel, by his extraordinary Valour 
and Conduct, he overthrew theſe barbarous Nati- 
ons, and made an incredible Slaughter of them; 
which was one of the greateſt and nobleſt Victories 


that was ever gained by the Romans, in which were 
„ an and raken Prifoners 300000 Men, and 2000 
2 Ships loaden with Ammunition * ſo that whole 5 
17 Houſes were filled to their Tops with Targets, 
e Shields, Swords and Launces, and other Habili- 


ments of War, of all which the Emperor gave an 
nd Account by writing to the City. In this Battel 
nn were taken many barbarous Kings, and other per- 
8 Wons of the higheſt Rank among them; and the Pri- 


pe Poners were {o numerous, that no Province nor City 
„n Intbe Empire was without many of them for Slaves. 
ich After this famous Victory, Claudius purſuing his 
. \dvantages, in Thrace near Bizantium, and in Ma- 
th, edonia near Theſſalonica, he had ſeveral Engagements 


with the Gothe, who were poſſeſs'd of thoſe Pro- 
ly * . : "» | | | 
ch Finces in which he was ſo fortunate, and the 
. Faemy were ſo overthrown and vanquiſhed, that 
"he he Empire was reſtored to its former Bounds in 


ere unable to make any Oppoſition or Reſiſtance 
Psainſt the Empire. From hence this Emperor 
5 pas d with his victorious Army againſt the revolted 
2 Permans, over whom he gained a memorable an-d 
i lorious Victory, near the Lake Benacus or Garda, 
he Enemy being near 200000 ſtrong, And thus 

ing re-eſtabliſh'd the Roman Power, and * 


Chap. VI. CLAupius xxXIV. 45 5 


So that wanting all Neceſſaries, whatſoever we ſuc- 8 . 
ceſ fully perform muſt be accounted Great. Notwit h- 


thoſe parts; and for a conſiderabe Time the -Goths © 
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. Roman Bien. 

the Empire from all Foreigners, he next determi. ll © 
ned to march againſt his two puiſſant Rivals, 7. 1 

Fricus and Zenobia; but coming near Sirmium in ? 
C 

U 

a 


5 3 
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| Pannonia, he was there fiezed with a' peſtilential 
' he Death Fever Which in a few Days put an End to all his 
of Claudi- great Deſigns, to the unexpreſſible Grief of all true 
« _ Romans. Thus Claudius dyed a natural Death, in 
the 56th Year of his Age, after a ſhort, bur glori.  ** 
_ bus Reign of one Year, ten Months, and fifteen 
Days; being the Thirty fourth Emperor of Rome, 
and a Prince ſo ſublimely excellent, that the Mo- 
deration of Auguſtus, the Valour of Trajan, and 
the Piety of Antoninus, are ſaid to have all centered 
in him. He made a vaſt Progreſs towards the Re- 
| 3 tottering Empire; and the Senate not Re 
only gave him divine Honours, bur likewiſe the the 
People erected him a Statue of Gold ten Foot high 
in the Capitol, an Honour never known before; 

and a Target of the ſame Metal, by the Senate's! 
Appointment was hung up in the Court. There 
was alſo by general Confent a Pillar erected and 
compoſed of the Prows of Ships, upon which was 
placed his Statue of 1500 Pound weight of Silver, 
. repreſenting him in his Conſular Robes, He dyed 
in the 1023d Year of the City, and 270 Years af. 

ter our Saviour's Nativity; in which time flouriſh'd 
TLuonginus, a great Favourite of Zenobia, and a moſt 
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excellent Orator and Critick ; and Porphyry, a Fev 
by Deſcent, firſt a Chriſtian, and afterwards an A- 


poſtate; but a moſt acute Philoſopher. 


. 270. III. Immediately after the Death of Claudius 
3 the Army unanimouſly made choice of Aurelia 
for Emperor, who was General of the Horſe, and 
the moſt valiant Commander at this Time : But 
ä his Confirmation at Rome was for ſome Space re- 
„ Tarded by reaſon of Quintillus, Brother to the de- 
Seed eu, who being left Commander of iN 


> 
as * 


Chap: VI. AukELIAx xxxv. 


Emperor; and the Senate, upon the Account of 
his Brother's, and his own great Vertues and Mo- 
deration, gladly allowed of the Election. But 
upon the News of the Advancement of Aurelian, 


and his great Power and Intereſt, Quintillus ſound- 


ing the Minds of his Soldiers, and finding himſelf 


unable to ſupport his Cauſe againſt ſo formidable 


a Rival, he reſolved to dye Emperor, rather than 
return to his private Condition; and thereupon 


he cauſed his Veins to be opened, and ſo ended his H- 


Life, atter a ſhort Reign of only 17 Days, before 
he was rightly ſettled in his Empire; for which 
Reaſon I have not placed him in the Number of 
the Roman Emperors, After his Death the Senate 


and People of Rane readily confirmed the Election Aurelia: 

elian, and gave him the Title of Auguſtus, made &: 

Jah great Joy and many Applauſes. Aurelian wass 
born of mean and obſcure Parents in Becia, ac. 


in 


cording to ſome, and in Adeſia, according to o- 
thers; being brought up in Wars and Military 
Diſcipline from his Youth. He was now about 


55. Or as ſome ſay 58 Years of Age, and had been 
many times Captain and Tribune, and above for- 


ty times Lieutenant to other Captains and Tri- 
bunes : In which Offices he puniſhed the Soldiers 
lo ſeverely. for their Inſolencies, and was ſo ſtrict” 
in Diſcipline, that he was much dreaded be them: 
And he likewiſe performed many noble Exploits, 


clpecially in thoſe Wars in his Predeceſſors Reign. 
% uin which he gained greater Honour than any other 

Commander, and was made by Claudius his Gene- 
ral of the Horſe. He was of great Courage, and 


ingular otrength, and performed many extraordi- 


Jnary Things in his own Perſon; and particularly, 
In Ibeoclius and Vypiſcus aſſure us, in che Wars ff 


Sirm7tic; he killed forty Enemies with his own.../ 
ö word, und at ſeveral Times above nine Hundred 
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EA 497 
ſmall Army ro-ginaed Italy, was likewiſe proclaitn'd 


CE n 


Bien, His uncammon Valour and exped Pr re 
ceedings, have cauſed ſome 70 compare him with m 
Julius Ceſar but he much wanted his Mildneſs in 
and Clemency, being in his Temper very ſevere and M 
an 

ha 


.cruet:;; ſo that he is: juſtly ſaid to have been more I a 
proper for the General: ofi.an Army, chan Ne th; 
3 Wem Gantner . 
Aurelian being cfablithed 3 in the Empire, it. for 

. oub any further delay, marched with his victori. ag; 
1 os Army againſt thev.Suevians and Sarmatian, Y an 
» Northern Nations, who had dnvaded the Confines ſhe 
= 0 the Empire; over which he obtained a memo- po 
cable Victory. But while he Was thus ſucceſsfully Ii 
employed, the Mancamanni, and other fierce Nati- Na 

| ons of Germany came furiouſly down into nah it kee 
get el, And made terrihle Navages and Devaſtations I ian 
| * in ſexeral Parts 3 ſoſthat Rome Was in a dreadful the 
8 Senden, imagiging all was loſt, per- 
ſons being ini a Confuſtion, boldly and openlynas- 

in 11 Actions. and Proceedings: of Aurelian. 

The. S$3byl4 BooksS/\vexe gonſulted pon this Occa- 
fon. the) City purged. by Sacrifice and ſolemn 
Proceſſions made in all Parts. The Emperor him- 

ſelf was much concerned at chis da angerous Irrup- 
tion, and with; All poſſible Speed returned to the 
Relief of Buy; and coming to à general Bartel 

_ withitheſe; Batharians, he was in great Danger of 
being entirely defeated: For! having fought a 

_ whol&; Day from Sum riſing to Setting, the Battel 

Wag 101 Boots hat chk loſt: _—_ of) 'his Troops. 

AT But afterwards reinforeing bis: A he gained 
tze great Victories over them, 9 kniſhed. the 
War. egi the whole: Army of the Marce- 
mann; from uhence he returned to Rome, highly 

0 + Ingenlichar tack. as preſumed.ro tax his Proceedings 
ad Management, among whom ſome had form d 
Conſpiracics Againſt him. And being oſ a cruel 

and Tevengeful Tempe: „ [notwithſtanding he was 

BR #84 _—--: recciv'd 
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v.d With great Pom nity; 


With p and Sole: V5 he ug d = x 
evere Puniſhments for light and | 


5 
THR . ; 


ind caus'd him to be extremely dreaded, and no leis 


fore, he undertook an Expedition into the | Eff gli 
15 1 LES * . F< i To 1 : 


Eaſt, 


mo. W 
bad there ſome 


im . th ee e e ot ee, 
rer. 4e ei d en ebe jo the Ghoſt k 
> the ne famous Apollonia Tyanem, Which warned 
zattel I him not to deſtroy his Birth. place, as Vopiſcss 

er ot relates it, he pardon'd the Citizens; and when _ 
ht a his Soldiers fully expected all the plunder, ang 
zattel N put him in mind of his vowing not to leave a 
oops. Dog alive, he commanded them to kill all the 

ined Dogs, and to ſpare the Inhabitants; promiſing 

| the ¶moreover to erect a Temple to Apollonins, and to 


ſarco- Iſet up his Image and Statue. From this place he 
| march'd. to Antioch, and 0 Syria, againſt . Zeno bia 1 
who with her General Zabdas attended his com- 
ing with a mighty Army of exccllent Soldiers and 
Lommanders, train'd up With great Experience, © 
c WWW e 
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zes ue Roman Ein Beck ll 
both under her Husband Odænatus, and her {clf, 
I)! be two powerful Armies approaching each other, 
_*a dreadful War commenc'd; for Zenobia, not like 
-a weak Woman, but like 4 fierce Hannibal, pro- 
vided and performed whatfoever was neceſſary and | 
convenient againſt the Romans, After ſeveral Skir- 
miſhes and ſmaller Encounters, both Parties came 
- > toa general Battel near the City of Emeſa in Syria, 
which was excceding ſharp and bloody, and fo 
well manag'd by Zenobia, that Aurelian was ſeve- 
ral times driven to the greateſt Extremities : For 
ais Cavalry being weary d out with fighting, and 
grievouſſy oppreſs'd, began to retreat, and were 
ready to have turn'd their Backs and fled ; but 
being derain'd and encourag'd by their Command- 
ers, andconftrain'd to ſtand firm by the Foot-men, 
the Emperor at length obtain'd the Victory, and 
"Zenobia eſcap'd by Flight to Palmyra. © 


Aurelian having obtain'd ſo ſignal a Victory, 
egnterd Emeſa, and from thence march'd to 
the City Palmyra, the Metropolis of Palmyrene 
in Syria, and Zenobia's principal Seat: In which 
March the Soldiers ſuſtain'd great Miſeries and 
Difficulties from the Enemy's continual Moleſta- 
tions; and the City made ſuch brave and no- 
ble Reſiſtance, that they were miſerably ha- 
raſßſd and diſtreſs d, and the Emperor him- 
ſelf was often in great Trouble and Danger. 
Whereupon Aurelian, deſirous to finiſh the Wat, 
and thinking to induce Zenobia to yield, by 
Letter afſur'd Her of her Life, and that be would 
allow her all ber Treaſure Fewels, and Mone); 
and that ſhe ſhould live free and honourably in am 
Place or City that the Senate ſhould appoint, and 
that the Inhabitants of Palmyrene ſhould retain 
their ancient Privileges. Zenobia inſtead of ſubmit- 
ting, return d him this Antwer, No Aan but Tu 
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ever demanded That by Writing, which ought only to 

be obtain d by Valour. You. require my Submiſſion ; as 
though you were ignorant that Queen Cleopatra choſe 
Death: before the higheſt Dignity under Octavius. We 
expect the Perſians ſhortly tu our Relief; and the Sa- 
raCens end Armenians are now ready. for our Aſiftance, 
And ſince. the Banditti of Syria were able alone to 
diſorder, your Army; all theſe Succours will certainly 
abate that Preſumption x of yours, which 'makes you ex- ; 
per my Obedience, and. account me already Vangu 4% d. 5 

his haughey Anſwer, added to the Emperor's 
Fury, Who immediately ordered the City to be 
mote ſtreightly beſieg'd, in which he obſerved, 
ſuch Care and Regularity, that he fail'd in no 
part or Duty of a compleat General. For by his 
Diligence he intercepted the Perſian Auxillaries, 
and diſpers'd them; and had the ſame Succeſs. 


gainſt; 4 Confiderable Body of - Saracens, And 
for the Troops that were coming from Armenia, 
by a 185 Management of Threats and Re- 
wards, he drew em over to his Seryice, and made 

em his Friends; ſo that Zenobia ſinding her ſelf 
deceived in her Succours, and diſpairing of preſent 
Relief, fled from the City upon Dromedaries, 
with ſuch. Jewels and Treaſure, as the Shortnefss 
of her time would permit. And travelling to- 


wards Perſia, ſhe was overtaken by a ſelect Body Zenobia - 


of Hoſe which Aurelian ſent after her, ſo that her cg d. 
City Palmra, and all her ; Riches fell into his 
Hands, as likewiſe all the Eaſtern Provinces ſhortly. | 
after. The Emperor put the Philoſopher Longinus 

to Death, WhO was Zenobia s Maſter, and 1 
charg d with indicting her haughty Letter, hut 
referved this maſculine Queen to be an Ornament 
to his intended Triumph, Who being brought in- 


to his Preſence, he ſaid, Hon durſt you, Zenobia, 


preſurge | jo inſult over | Emperors? To whom. ſhe, | 
varutny - Kk 3 modeſtiy * 
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»ho knew how to" "cnqutt ; hut 2 15 Sass ure gi 
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"The Enipetof elan hay ag kale this-war" If fro 
and chabliſhed the Euß in OS Order, he re. Lal 
turm to Europe Win defigh” ro; march 28 unt Th Kit 


tit in Gaul,” and, paſſing through. 66 0 


rhere ſubdu d 3 People; Sad i; for which" I 2! 
5 Upor was Wen | by the bo Tf Carpicis in Rome," per 


52 th with! the Titles 61 -Githious; '$ Fai 


Aurelidy ſhowed Feat Dill 9 5 
d gain nen a di Unutive mame, IN + 
Con ebe e Pre made, 'he was the 


85 tik,  Armeninci, Parthicus, ** Adiabenicus 5 e 


bi nin Sas © 
_ which fignifies a ſort of a Slippet? eing ur 


tion peculiar th Himſelf, rerhcned dy 5 Ma W | 


EL eee Puniſnments upon chat Ciey 


- _ 


= Kis former ''Defi igns, he was diverted bythe 


that Denabins former Subjects, the "Palm 5 
revolted, has 


left che City deſolate, and ſeveral others n 


0 ther | te he ſerit bot Aur 


Match tdwards Terricut, he received Intel 0 


'S N 


ng ſlain the Roman Govefnoüt 
the Garriſon,” and fer up à Relation of the Queer 
calld Achillent lor their Prince. This greatiy 


into Aa, and arriving in Fria, advanced directly 
1 Palmyra, which he ſoon 7000 and inflicted the” 


death perſons of all Ages and Qualities, fcarce 
leaving 'a living Gears the place. "= hayi ing 


joind in the Revolt, he in 4 few Days return of 
into Europe, but before he could proceed much 


News from "Egypr, where 2 Commander, Called 
PFirmus, "Cius'd that Kingdom 70 revolt; and pro- 
claim'd bimſelf Empefor ae din 


5 though others. tell od thar he only pret ended 10 
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to Hel he is, ob ” pre — as — 40 8 
proy id both dange gerous and 1 there- 
tore. he wiſely choſe to live a Subject to che Em- 
peror Aurelian, rather than to he Emperor to ſuch 
becks. And, thereupon he wrote ſecretly to 
Aurelian, yielding himſelf to his Power; and fa Terricus 
happily order d Affairs that the Weſtern Provinces 9/#/ds | 
were in a; ſhort Time titel reduc d to the Bender 
ror S Subjection. 
Aurelian having now 0 ucceſßfully eſtablſhid ie | 
proyinges, and x them in ta great meaſure 
0 daß ancient Power and Reputation, by ſubdu- 
ng.,0f Tyrants and Uſurpers, and by repelling 
of foreign 50 barbarous Nations, with great Cou- 
tage and admirable | Expedition; he relolyed to 
con to Rome 10 triump h for all his Victories; 9 
which was, pexform'd 1 7 all the imaginable 
bomp. and . It Pr be, too tedious 
A 10 


i Sk 
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> enumerate all thel Pa PAr 

_ obſerve, That this was one 8 The N 2 
ent Triumphs that ever was ſolemnizid in Rome, 
in which were led and infinite Number of Prifo- 
ners and Captives almoſt of all mon arti> 


2 cularly Ethiopians , Arabian,” Indians, Battrians, 


| Georgians, Saracens, Perſians,” with their ſe veral Of. 
ferin gs, beſides Gothe, Alans, Roxolans, Sarmatians, 
_ Franks, Suevians, Vandals and Germans. - e Beſides 
there were a vaſt variety of wild Beaſts, as jr 
Lions, Bears, Ounces, Elephants, . Bath 
and the like; a ſurprizing Quantity of 1 
taken from the vanquiſhed, and moſt rich and 
| ſtately Chariots; one of which had belonged to 
 Odanatus, Zenobia s Husband; another of them 
was made for her ſelf, and another the King of 
Perſia had preſented”? to the Empeior. Aurelian 
enterid in a particular Chariot that belonged to 
the King of the Goth, drawn by four Srags, and 


Vas attended by the great Zenobia, and Tetricus 


and his Son. The former was moſt magnificent 
lx adorned with the richeſt Tillues and Robes, 
beſet with the moſt valuable Jewels, in the Man- 
ner of a Priſoner bound with Chains ef Gold; 
and her uncommon Beauty, her noble Stature, 
and her Majeſtick Sweerneſs, ſeemed to eclipſe che 
Tuſtre ard Grandeur of the Emperor Himſelf. 
Aurelian was followed by all his victorious Le. 
gions, Horſe and Foot, in the moſt rich and 
ſplendid Attire, with Boughs of Laurel or Palm 
in their Hands; in which s Manner he 
entered the Capitol to ſabrifce — — to Cu- 
ſtom, and from thence to the Imperial Palace; the 
next Day being ſolemniz d with all Ed 'of 
Sports,” Games, "and 'Feaſts, with the Additions of 
many extraordinary and unuſual Spectacles. He 
| likewiſe, according to Cuſtom, gave many Pre- 
ſents to the People 3 ; and pony” to his former 
„„ : . Sn 
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t to ECruelties, beſtow'd his Rewards. upon his Ene- 
nif. mies, making Tetricm Gavernour of Lucania,' Cala- 
ome; ¶ ria, Apulia, and Campania, and other Provinces. 
ifo- Win Tray, and conferred” great Honours both upon 


; 


irti- Him and his Son. And he gave conſiderable _ 


ans, Lands and Poſſeſſions to Zenobia, ſufficient to 
Of. maintain her honourably according to her Qua- 


ans, Ility, in which ſhe liv'd long after, being highly. 


ides eſteem'd and applauded by all Men, till preferving 


ies, feln. 


rms Aurelian continu'd in Rome for ſome Space in 


ers, ler ancient” Reputation, and the Dignity of her 


and peace and great Proſperity, daily ſhewing ſome 


d'ro conſiderable Marks of his Juſtice and Severity, 


Ll 


2 * ; 
. 7 4 
= 
$ . 4 
- 2 * 
* . 
* * 


- 


dem and likewiſe his Grandeur and Oſtentation. He 


of purged away all 2 n= Lewdneſs, and wicked 


lian Acts, and clear'd the Empire of Factions; and 


inces of Hyricum and Meſia laid waſte by che fre- 


33 
5 1 


th 


was a ſevere Enemy to Delators and falſe Accuſers 
of the Innocent, as alſo ro corrupted Magiſtrates. . 
His Juſtice purfu'd the falſe Coiners, who' to de- 
fend themſelves, joyn'd in a Body, and raiſed a 
ſort of a War, under the Command of Feliciſimusm, 
lo that it coſt the Empire the Lives of 1000 Sol- 
liers to reduce them. He fortify'd and repaired _ 
he Walls of Rome, and alfo enlarged them, ſo _ 
that Vopiſeus aſſures us they were almoſt fift7 
Miles in compaſs. This was not lawful for an 
mperor, but only ſuch as had enlarged the Bounddes 

Pf che Empire; for which Reafon they were en- 
arged by Auguſtus, Nero, and Trajan: And Vir 
ells us, That Aurelian was the firſt Emperor that 
"Wore a Diadem on his Head, and that us'd Robes 
pf Gold and precious Stones. Finding the Pro- 


quent Incurſions of the Barbarians, he withdrew © 
He be Roman Forces out of Dacia, which Trojan | 
ad added to the Empire, and planted them in 
Ven id which Province he gave che Name of 
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Aprelian; ain... tie was very ſtrict in Matters * 18 

f ultice, 155 no Jef ſevere, in r the Crimes 55 
of the Soldicrs;, upon. which. ee * , wrote ror 
Commander, nay, i you | expect t e ee our 
Sie e 2 their 7 3 * nat have 18. 3.2 
wrong, 4.1n; a C peep i not one Grape taken ee his 
Permilſu ns 4 Grain of. Salt, or a: Drop of Oyl un- 
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rs of puniſh d the perſecutor ſhortly after, while he Was „„ 60 
imes beginning a new Expedition againſt the Perf ant. „„ 
vrote ror having put many Perfons to Death upon Me „„ 
be a; Occaſions, his: principal Secretary, ' Mneſtheus, . 

Jour Nan to doubt his on Security, having been threat e 

aſam ſed with Death for ſome Offence committed, and . 

t hit knowing im to be moſt punctual in his Puniſh, „ 
un- Inents, he cbnſpired againſt him, and forged = 

ed by Holl of the Naſnds of {everal Perſons, as though, —: 
jects ;\Mhe Emperor had marked them our for Death, ad- > es 
and ing his own, and ſome others then our . 
> had our, to make it the more plaufſible. Upon igt 
e his pf which the deluded Perſons, for their own Secu: 
bent iy immediately agreed wWirh him to deſtroy the 

the Fmperor, and reſolving upon the Manner of it, s 
both ſe 'paſſed with a ſmall "Guard from Heracka . CO 
nals [brace towards Bizantium, they ſer upon him, and 5 
keep ſmall Refifarice. Thus fell Valeri 


more 1 the Thirty fifth Emperor of Rome, in the the "HY 
Cru- Both and c 3d Year of his Age, after 'a-brave and 2 OE 
deve · dive Reign of five* Years, wanting twenty Days; 

| not I prince of extraordinary Abilities in War 6 
tion, who did wonderful Service to the State 
of Fur brought down, his On Ruin by his great e _ 
ity and Cruelty; ſo that he is 5 ar — been 

Nn excellent Phyſician” to the Publick, but he rgok 

Bay too much Blood. He dy'd in the 1028th © 

ear e City, 298 Years after the Settlement of 

he Empire by Auguſtus, 275 after our Saviour's © 

aivity; 177 after the laſt of the Twelve Caſars, 

nd 82 ater: the Sores 0 Wy the N Fo: Me 


7 ldiers. 1 1 


and NIV. The ee e af e had 0 4 N 
that med the Inſoſence of the Armies, and the Pride . 
ecu- f the People, that after his Death, there was ſuch 

Hea- Calm in the State, that Las Vlurpers and Pre- 
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fo far from creating a new Emperor, that conſide. 
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5 
0 * 


* 


ring the Dangers: and Inconveniences of raſh Ele- 


. declin'd it, well knowing the diſproportionate 
Power of the Armies; and ſent Orders for the 


ctions, they ſent Meſſengers to the Senate, to deſire þ 
the Fathers to chuſe and nominate an Emperor, and that 


they would confirm their Determination, and readily obey 
the Perſon. On the other fide the Senate modeſtly 


Soldiers, to nominate and male cboice of 4 Perſon, aud 


wy were ready to approve of their Adt; Which was 
alſo refus d. In paiſing and exchanging of Com- 
plements, there was an Interregnum of about eight 


Months, which was never known fince the Eſta- 


the World was without an or, and t 
_  pire was governed by the Senate, and ſuch Ofi- 
 CErs as Aurelian had left; a change almoſt incre- 

dible, after ſo many Diſtractions and ambitious 

Attempts in the State. At length overcome by 

Entreaties, and Embaſſies from the Armies, the 


bliſhment of the State; in which Space of Time 
t ah Emperor, and the Em. 


Senate made Choice of a worthy Perſon named 


Tacitus; who before underſtanding their Deſigns, re- 


tired privately to his Mannor in Campania, for two 


Months, avoiding that Dignity which might natu- 
rally prove his Ruin. Here he was much ſolicited 
by the Senate to accept of the Empire, which he 
as vehemently refuſed, affirming, . That bis Age had 
male him untapable of anſwering their Expectation. In 


anſwer to which they inſtanced ſome particular Ex- 


amples of ſeveral of the Emperors who ſucceeded 


262% 
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gloriouſly, tho' they began their Reigns decli- 


ning in Years, particularly Trajan, Adrian, and the 


Amoninus's; and by their Importunities, and the 


Neceſſities of the State, they prevailed with him 


do take the Government upon him; which proved 


Tacitus 


made Em- 


, 


to the mighty Joy and Satisfaction of the Senate 
and People, and the Prætorian Coharts, Tacitus 


no being in the 75th Year of his Age, and was a 


II. 


Conſular perſon, but of unknown Lineage and 
Conner t of n Lineage and 
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Having. performed the uſual Solemnities, and 


made bountiful Donatives, he proceeded to the 


| Buſineſs of the Government with much Care and 


Reputation, adminiſtring Juſtice with great Exact- 
5 and Regularity. Several Criminals of the 


late Reign were now. puniſhed, particularly Mene- 


fbeus, whoſe Treaſon being dilcovered, was Im- 


* alive, and his Body thiown to be devoured 


y wild Beaſts. He turned his Eſtate, which was 


worth ſeven Millions of Crowns, over into the 
Exchequer ; and the ready Money he had by him, 


he apply'd to the Pay of the Soldiers. This Em- 


peror obſerved ſuch Regularities in his Admini- 


tration, that the whole Empire remained in Peace 


and Tranquility, Juſtice being in all Places pre- 


ſerv'd without Diſturbance; to which End he 
made Excellent Laws and 'Or 


liſhed ſeveral Abuſes and ill Cuſtoms in Rome. 


He 


put down the Publick infamous Houſes in the City, 


and ordered that all the Baths ſhould be ſhue 
up before Candle-Light, to prevent Diſturbances 
and Abuſes in the Night. He follow'd the Ad- 


vice and Council of the Senate in all material 


Matters; and when the Senate denied him the 
Conſulſhip, which he endeavour'd for his Brother 


Florian, he with great Calmneſs, made anſwer, 


The Senate knows beſt whom to chuſe. He was ſuch 
an Example of Moderation to others, that he would 
not permit his Emprels to wear Jewels or pre- 


cious Stones; and was ſo temperate, that he 


never drank above one Pint of Wine in a Day, 


and oftentimes leſs than half that 


uantity. His 


Table was courſe, and furniſhed with no Rari- 
ties; he wore the ſame Clothes which he did 
when he was a private Man, and forbad the Uſe 


of Embroidery in Gold, He much honour 5 
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e Zakitus the Hiſtorian, wh 
793 ors mmanding his Works to 
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ning of 


out the Empire, and 
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good Emperors, and likewiſe gf 
om he call'd his Father, 
be placed in every pub- 
ut the Emp and many 
ribed at the publick Charge. 
his Reign the Berlarians on 

1 gteat Numben 
peror partly by 


Force, and other Means, ſoon: obliged them to 


"Re, 


7 * 


Cha iy” 156857 
Tacitus 
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Having reign'd about four or five Months, 


He! undertook; an Expedition againſt the Perſian 
and. Scythian in Aſia; and marching towards the 


he Death | 
. of Taci- 


af 


# 


Ea, and arriving at Tarſu 


3 


in Cilicia, 


partly 


through the Fatigues of his March, and the Grief 
occaſiond from Factions, and partly from the In- 
firmities of Age, he was thrown into a Fever, 
after finiſhed his Life. This was 


which ſhort 
the Death o 


Tacitus, according to the 


moſt pro- 


bable Accounts, being the Thirty-fixth Emperor 


of Rome, after he had reign'd about ſix Months to 


the general Satisfaction of all Men; a Prince wor- 
thily commended by all the Roman Writers, but his 
Actions not very particularly recorded by any. 
He died in the 1029th Year of the City, 276 


Years after the Birth of our Sav 


_ diers, 
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iour, and 83 
the Sol. 


V. Immediately after the Death of Tatirus, the 
Captains and Commanders drew their Soldiers in- 


S0 the Field; and without any former Requel, 


Practice, or Agreement, began to ſhew, ho neceſſa- 
ry it was to make Choice of an Emperor who was emi- 
nent for his Valour, Honeſty, Piety, Clemency and 


/ Probuty ;, which Speech was us'd in many Parts of 
the Army, and Probiry always brought up the 


- Rear of the Virtues, 


* 


Whereupon the So 


Idiers 


plaud 
Augu 
Maxis 
Probus 
Alt xa 
Empil 
cps 
o W 
for hi 
many 
Gallien 
Town: 
Scaliny 
Camp 
and th 
wardec 
lets, I 
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But Florian continued not long in this exalted 
J State, before he perceived the Intereſt of Probs too 
the, powerful for him; and underſtanding that tge 
g Soldiers were ready to abandon him, about rwo d 
Months after he had aſſumed the Title of Empe- 
ror, he followed the Example of Quintilla, and di- 


2 

writ to the Senate, excu/ing re; nf for accepting of himſelf. | 
| 

| 


landed by the Senare, who gave him ke Title of rab e. 
or- ¶ Auguſtus, and Pater Patriz, made him Pontifex urs 


his Maximus, and inveſted him with Tribunitial Power. - 


bor his great Valour and Conduct, and perfomd 
he any excellent Pieces of Service under Valerian, 
Gallienus, Claudius, and Aurelian. In attacking of 
t, {Towns he was frequently the firſt Man upon the 
Scaling- Ladders, the firſt that entered the Enemies 
Camp; and no leſs remarkable for ſingle Combats, 
„ and the ſaving of the Lives of many Eminent Ro- 
of Nun,; for which, and other Exploits, he was re 
ne Varded with many Civick Crowns, Collars, Brace- 
rs Is, Lances and Banners, with other Ornaments, - 
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and Martial privileges. He was ſo much eſteemed} 
by Awrelian, that he deligned to have made bin 
huis Succeſſor; and his Carriage and Conduct in 
ſeveral Poſts and Offices, made him generally ad- 
mired, and eſteemed by all Men; A 


m 7 hat his at. 
rival at the Empire proved the univerſal Joy and 
Satisfaction of the whole State, and Manlius Sta- 


t.ianus Congratulated the Senate in having an Em- 


is Bupe- 


dition. 


peror ſurpaſſing Trajan, Adrian, and the beſt of hi 
phi: ph a es e 


Probus being confirmed in the Empire by the Se. 
nate, he wrote to that Body, permitting them 
to judge of Appeals, to create the Proconſuls, to 
make Lieutenants with Conſular Power over Le- 


+. gatorian Provinces, and Preſidents with the Poy- 
er of Prætors, and many other Matters of the like 
Nature; and having eſtabliſhed all Things in the 
| beſt Order in the Eaſt, he returned into Europe and 
ah); where he firſt made it his principal Con- 


cCceꝛrn to levy a powerful Army to march into Gas, 


which was now over - run by the Germans, who 


poſſeſs'd themſelves of all the principal Places of 
that Country. Arriving in Gaul, à ſevere and 
bloody War began, the Soldiers on either {ide be- 
ing very expert and valiant. Many ſharp Baitels 


were fought, one of which continued for rwo Days, 


being only parted by the Darkneſs of the Night; 


and was continued with that Obſtinacy on both 
ſides, that the Victory ſometimes inclined to the 


Romans, and as often to the German:; till Probus, 


by his uncommon Diligence and Induſtry at laſt 


_ prevailed, and gave them a total overthrow. In 


tdttmis and other Bartels, he killed no leſs than 400000 


of the Enemy, brought nine King's ro Subſection 


and Submiſſion, recover'd. 60 of their principal 


Cities, and all the Lands they had poſſeſs d, and 
made many Inroads and Devattations in their own 


Country For which Victories ard eee 
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med} the Citizens of Rome made great Feaſtings and Re- 

him joycings, and made many ſolemn Sacrifices and 

t in Thankigivings' to their Gods. Probus, after theſe 

ad- great Services and Succeſſes, without any long 

S ar. tarrying, marched with his victorious Army into 

and Ihricum and Dalmatia, which in a manner were 

Sta-W over-run by the Sarmatians: And this War was 

Em- leſs dangerous and difficult than the laſt, by reaſon 

f his of the Multitudes and Fierceneſs of thoſe Nati- 

ons. With theſe he fought ſeveral Battels, in all | 

Se · which he ſhewed himſelf a wiſe, hardy, and vali- | 

hem ant Commander; and at length entirely ſubdued il 

„ to them, cleared the Roman Provinces, and flew and i 

Le. took moſt of them. From thence, with great Ex- | 

OW. pedition he march'd with his Army into. Thrace, i 
and farther North, with a Reſolution to make War | 
with the Goths in their own Country; and revenge ll 
the Wrongs and Infults with the Roman, had 1o 4 
often ſuſtain d from that Nation. But the near 1 
Approach of this warlike Emperor, caus'd ſo great | 


a Terror among them, that they immediately 


yielded Obedience, and were allowed the Privilege. 


of Confederates and Allies of the Roman Empire. 
Whereupon leaving Europe in Peace, he paſs'd over 
into Aſia, with a Deſign ro make War with Narſe- 
w, King of Perſia and Parthia; and marching. 
through the leſſer Aſia, he invaded the Province of 


Iauria, which, by Reaſon of its natural Strength, 


was poſſeſs'd by Uſurpers and Robbers, where he 


mer with many dangerous Conflicts, till at laſt he 
ſubdued the Province, and divided the greateſt Part” 
of it among his old and beſt Soldiers. After Which, 


he marched into Syria, and the Eaſt, where he ſub⸗ 
du'd a certain People called Blemii, who coming 


out of AÆthiopia, had poſſeſs d themſelves of Part 
of Arabia and Fudæa. Upon the Emperor's ap: 
proaching the Conſines of Pe#jig, Narſeas, though 
Hit £53 e LE + mediately* TA 
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 wediately ſubmitted, to reſtore what he had taken ſerv 
from the Empire, and to ſuch other ' Articles as Þ chu 
Probas required. ' So having no Ene. in the Eft, Uf 
this victorious Emperor returned into Europe; and cell 
coming into Thrace, which had been much depo- | Pow 
pulated, by means of the Ravages of the Goth, duc 
Sarmatians, and other barbarous Nations, he divi- 4/ia 
ded the Lands by Lot among theſe People, who Þ and 
were now become his Friends, according to their foug 
humble Requeſts. Theſe were of many Tribes poſit 

and Nations, as Vandals, Goths, Gautuns, and o- and 
ther People, whoſe Numbers fo encreaſed, that af. ¶ cept 
terwards this Emperor's Conceſſions to them Safe 
proved very prejudicial and dangerous to the Em- ¶ turni 
C 5 . 

l At this time there was a general Peace through- © Emp 

out the whole Empire, and no foreign King or him. 

Nation durſt attempt an Invaſion; but in a ſhort ¶ Gaw/ 

time after ſome Domeſtick Diſturbances were the / 
frais'd in the Provinces. The firft was occaſioned Wl bell' 
by Saturninus, a. Valiant and wiſe commander, Emp 
who being ſent to Alexandria in Agypt, without Bacci 


his Knowledge or Imagination, the. egyptian: ſ able 
Who were ever unquiet and rebellious, unanimouſly with 


\  Saturni- Proteſtarions of his innocent intentions, . yer. ſoon 
nus. after, be p 
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Chap: VI. PROB US XXXVIL 57; 
ſervation of that Character he had aſſum'd, rather 
chuſing to be a Conqueror, than ceaſe to be an 
Uſurper. Probus the Emperor, perceiving his Suc- 
ceſſes, made great Preparations to ſuppreſs his 
Power, being not a little apprehenſive of his Con- 
duct, and his Soldiers Valour, and paſs'd over into 
Aſia, with a very conſiderable Force. A ſevere 
and doubtful War was begun, . and ſome Battels 
fought; yet Probus fought to come to ſome Com- 
poſition with Saturninus, promiſing him Pardon 
and civil Uſage, which he ſeemed willing to ac- 
cept; but his Soldiers apprehending their own 
Safety, would not permit him. But at length Sa- 
turninus being defeated, he was beſieged in a Caſtle, 
and was there ſlain by the Soldiers againſt the 
Emperor's Will, who would rather have pardon'd 
him. During this Action, two Commanders in 


Gaul and Germany, call'd Bonoſus and Proculus, by Bonoſus 
the Aſſiſtance of their Legions and other Forces, re- «nd Pro- 
bell'd againſt Probus, and proclaim'd themſelves 5 
Emperors. Bonoſus Was as inſatiable a Vaſſel to Bai, 
Bacchus, as Proculus was to Venus: The former was : 
able to drink as much Wine as ten Men could do, 
without being diſorder d; and the latter bragg'd in 

a Letter, That having taken Priſonors 100 Sarmatian 
Virgins, be depriv'd ten of that Name in one Night, 

ju, all the reſt within a Fortnight, But none of theſe. 
remarkable Qualities could ſecure them againſt the 

Power of the Emperor Probas, who with great Ce- 

krity came down upon them, and after ſome con- 
ſiderable Conflicts, reduc'd them to ſuch Extremi- 
ties, that Bonoſus in Deſpair hung himſelf; and 4d ai 
Proculus flying into the County, Was delivered up fa. 
by the Germans, which compleated his Victories. 
Probus viewing Bonoſus hang d up, as he ſaid be- 

fore, That he was born wot to live but to drink, he 

now ſaid, There hangs 4 Bottle not 4 Man. Ars 
theſe Succeſſes, Probus ir to Rome with * | 


FE 
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© *Applauſes and Congratulations; and now the 
Soldiers and Legions remain'd ſo quiet, and in 


ſiuch exact Obedience, that it grew to a common 


Saying, That the Mice dare not knaw for fear of Pro- 


Fele having happily ſuppreſs all Uſurpen 
and Pretenders, and again given Peace to the Ro- 


man Empire, it was generally hop'd, that he 
might now have repos d himſelf in the City, ſince 


Bis Years and Travels requir'd no leſs; all which 
was fruſtrated by means of thoſe barbarous Nati- 
ons, which by this Emperor's Allowance were 


ſettled in Thrace. For ſeveral of theſe Goth, and 
Vandals, finding the Emperor often embarraſs'd in 
Wars and Inſurrections, and ttuſting to their own 


Strength and Multitudes, refolved to make no 


longer Abode there, but to invade all the Pro- 
vinces of the Empire, ravaging and plundering all 


Parts after a moſt barbarous manner; and their 
Numbers were ſo great, that no City or Country 
Was able to make any conſiderable Reſiſtance. 


By Which when the good Emperor had well conſi- 


der d, concluding that whatſoever he had done 


formerly for the Advantage and Liberty of the 
Empire, was of no Effect, if he ſuffered this Peſt 


to ſpread it ſelf, he reſolved again to hazard his 
Perſon, and to march into thoſe parts which 


theſe People had invaded. And becauſe they 


_ <ould not march all in one Body, by reaſon of 
their Multitudes, he engag'd them in ſeveral 
Places, in which Bartels great Numbers were flain 
on either fide, and the Emperor himſelf ſome- 


times wounded, and in Danger of Death. But 


at length conquering all Difficulties, he difpers'd 


all their numerous Herds, and compell'd thoſe 


who eſcap'd Death and Captivity, to fly be- 


Fond the Confines of the Roman Dominion. 


After this Probus return d to Rome, and enter d thic 


II. 


the 
in 
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City in a moſt ſolemn Triumph, which ſome by 
Miſtake ſay was the laſt that in that Kind was 
known in Rome, and all Perſons Mouths were fill'd 
with the Praiſes of this Emperor, having in few 
Years time ſuppreſs d the Germans, the Blemies, the 
Got hs and Vandali, beſides ſeveral Tyrants and Uſur- 
pers. His Triumph was moſt noble and magni- 
ficent, being accompany'd with Soldiers of all 

Nations, as well as 2 and many famous 

Commanders, particularly Diocleſian, Carus, Con- 


ſtantius and Maximian, Who were formed by the 


Diſcipline of Probus, and became afterwards Em- 


perors. The Triumph being finiſn'd, the next Day 
according to ancient Cuſtom began the Feaſts, 


Games and Spectacles, in which were greater Vari- 
ety of Huntings and Encounterings of wild Beaſts, 
than was ever known before. For which purpoſe 
the Emperor caus'd in the Circus Maximus, a Moun- 
tain, and a large Grove of Trees to be ſet there, 
after the Manner of a Foreſt, as though they grew 
naturally. The Place was ſo large and capacious, 
that a thouſand Oſtritches were hunted in it, a thou- 
ſand Stags, a thouſand Mountain, Goats, a thou- 
ſand wild Boars, a thouſand fallow Deer, and 
other kinds of Beaſts; and the People were per- 
mitted to kill, and take at their Pleaſure. 'The 
following Day in the ſame Place, were let looſe 
100 vaſt. Lyons, which filled the Air with their 
Roarings, 100 Lybian, and 100 Syrian Leopards, 
100 Lioneſſes, and 300 Bears. All which were 


ſucceeded by great Numbers of Gladiators, and o- 
ther warlike Exerciſes. C 
The Emperor Probus, having a third Time eſta- 
bliſhed Peace in the Empire, he proceeded to the 
making of ſeveral new Laws and Regulations 
for the good Government of the Empire, and all 
Men livd in ſuch Peace and Security, that Probus 
declar'd, That he would ſpeedily take ſuch a Courſe, as 
ff ⁰⁰ʒ Tn 
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there ſhould be no need of Soldiers; which was a 
dangerous Sentence in ſo corrupt an Age, when the 


Armies had been ſo accuſtomed to Plunder and 


Licentiouſneſs. And this caus'd them to ſuſpect 
and fear their Prince, and to wiſh for his Removal. 
But what ſtill added to their Hatred was, that in 


theſe peaceable Times the Emperor would not 


permit them to be idle and free from Labours, bur 
employ'd them in many publick Works and Build- 
ings, declaring, Thar. Soldiers ought not to eat the 
Bread of their Country for nothing. And as Hanni- 


al fill d moſt parts of Africk with Olive-Yards 


planted by his Soldiers, that their Idleneſs might 
not endanger the State; fo Probus, who for Valour 


Was a ſecond H»»nibal, for the ſame Reaſon caus d 


The Death him, and deſtroyed him. Such was the unfortu- 


his Soldiers to plant Vineyards throughout Gal, 
the Pannonias and the Myſian Hills, Having taken 
all neceſſary Care concerning a peaceable Govern- 
ment, according to the Greatneſs of his Mind, he 


reſolved to march again into the Eaſt, with a De- 


ſign utterly to deſtroy the Kingdom of the Perſians 
and Parthians; for now there remain'd no other 


Enemy which he thought able ro diſturb that 


Peace which he had eſtabliſhed in the Empire, 
Coming to Sirmium in Pannonia, the Place of his 
Nativity, and being deſirous to improve that Part 
of the Country, he ſet ſeveral thouſands of his 
Soldiers upon draining a Fen, and making a. val 


Foſs to receive the Waters, that the Lands might 


become uſeful and profitable ro the Inhabitants of 
Sirmium. The Fatigue of this Work, and his 
reat Reſtraint of the Soldiers licentious Temper 
o inrag'd them, that they conſpir'd his Death; 
and taking a convenient Opportunity, as he 
march'd towards Greece, they ſet violently upon 


of Probus. nate Death of Probu;, the Thirty ſeventh Empe- 


Fox of Rome, in the goth Year of 


his Age, after 4 
5 gloriouy 


Ins 
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glorious Reign of about Six Tears and Four 
Months; a ſhort Time for ſo many noble Acts 
and Enterprizes. He was a Prince of extraor- 
dinary Worth and Valour; equal to Aurelian in 
Military Renown, and exceeding him in courte- 


ous Behaviour, and had done infinite Service to 
the Publick, yet was ruined by his own perhaps 
indiſcreet, tho? untimed and juſt Carriage towards 


his Soldiers. Yet his Army in general had fo 
great an Eſteem for him, that they erected him 
a noble Monument with this Epitaph ; * Here lies 


* the Emperor Probus, for his Goodneſs juſtly called 
* PROBUS; of all the barbarous Nations and Uſur- 


* pers a Conqueror. He dyed in the 103 th Year of 


the City, 305 Years after the Settlement of the 
Empire by Auguſtus, 212 after our Saviour's Nari- 
vity, 184 after the laſt of the Twelve Cæſars, 
and 89 after the publick Sale of the Empire by the 
Soldiers. 5 VVS 


* 


i IV. The Death of Probus was much lamented 


in the City and Empire, and not a little in that 
Army where he fell, which did him many and 
reat Honours at his Funeral. After which, the 
diers began to conſult about the Election of a 
new Emperor, all defiring to make choice of ſuch 
a Perſon, as neither the Senate nor the other Ar- 
mies might have juſt Cauſe to object againſt him. 


After ſome Conſideration the Majority judged Ca- 
— whom Probus had made Preatorian Prefect, to 


the moſt ſufficient Perſon, as well for his wor- 


thy Diſcharge of many Offices and Places of 
Truſt, as his' Great Experience in Government; 
and thereupon they choſe him Emperor, an 

{wore Obedience to him, to the general Satisfa- 
ction of the Army. The Senate were well pleaſed 


with the Election of Carus, but out of fear of his 


vicious Son Carinus, they were unwilling to con- 
% » 2 8 * 2 — — * . - % 2 2 


520 


rm che Election; but apprehending the Power of 
the Army, and being deſirous of 1 that 
'LE 


# 


Carus 
ade Em- 
peror, 


who joyns 
with him 


Bi Sons 


Carinus 
and Nu- 
merian. 


ed, diſhoncſt, inſolent, and addicted to all Kinds 
_ of Viciouineſs; on the contrary Numerian Was Va- 
liant, wiſe, modeſt and learned, and adorned with 
| many Vertucs, = af 1 | VVV 5 


made a diligent Search after thoſe who had mur- 
dered Probus, hom he ſeverely puniſh'd according 


he was born in Rome, and his Father a Dalmatian: 
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Feace Which Probus had eſtabliſhed, they at length 
conſented. I find no certainty as to the Age or 
Family of Carus: Some ſay he was by Birth a 
Dalmatian, and by Deſcent an African; Others ſay 


However he is generally accounted a Roman; tho 
ſtill ſome others make him a Gaul, and born at 
Narbone, Immediately after his Election and Con- 
firmation, he joyn'd his two Sons Carinus and Nu- 
merian with him, making them Partners in the Em- 
pire, and giving them equal Power and Autho- 
rity with himſelf. Carinus, the Eldeſt, was wick- 


4 


Carus being eſtabliſhed in the Empire, he firſt 


to their Deſerts; Which, together with the Love || ror \ 
that Probes had ſhew'd to him in his Life, remov'd Ill ence 
that Suſpicion which: ſome conceived of his being I not 1 
conſenting to his Death. Having done this piece ¶ Pow 


Of Juſtice, and written his ordinary Letters to the I enga 


— 


Senate, he march'd with his Army againſt the Sar- I to th 
matians,, Who underſtanding the Death of the in- Trav 
vincible Probus, came down with great Fury into in h 
Pannonia, and with ſuch Elation and Threatnings, Thu. 
that they terrify d all Italy and the Empire. Carus pero 
after ſome Skirmiſhes and ſmaller Enterprizes, with 
came to a Battel with them, in which he had the lome 
Victory, flew 16000, took 20000 Priſoners, and fortu 
put the reſt to Flight, After this Victory, he re- Prin 
Ceiv'd Advice, that in the Eaſt the Perſians had rank 
made fome Attempts upon the Empire; - where- His 

fore to effect what Probi had deſign'd, he rer Vene 


9 
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diately -march'd that Way, leaving his eldeſt Son 
Carinus the Government of Gaul and Spain, and 
th | took Namerian with him; then proceeded with: 
or | ſuch Power and Vigour, that he immediately took 
ia all Meſopotamia , without any great Reſiſtance. 
ay About which Time Ambaſſadors were ſent from 
the King of Perſia, who finding the old Emperor 


0 lying upon the Graſs eating of black Broth, and 
Morſels of Swines-Fleſh, he bad the Ambaſſadors 


at 

n- tell their young Maſter, If he perſiſted in bis Obſti= 
u- nacy, that - within '@ Month all his Woods and Fields 
m- | ſhould be as bare as his own bald Head, which he 
10- ſhew'd them; offering them to eat out of the Pot, 
k if they pleas'd, otherwiſe to depart forthwith. Af- 
ds ter this he march'd with his Army up to the very 
ra- Walls of Creſpbon, from whence the Perſians ſally d 
ith out with a powerful Army, which occaſion'd a 
I bloody Barrel, wherein Carus became Conqueror; 


he obtain d the Sirname of Perſicus. This Empe- 


not ſurpriz d him, he would have totally ruin d the 
power of the Perſians; for at that time they were 
engaged in civil Wars. But paſſing with his Army 


Travel, he fell extreamly ſick; and being laid up 


* 


with him, after a buſie and painful Reign of 
ſomewhat above a Tear. This Emperor was a 


Prince of a middle Character; yet rather to be 
rank d among the good than the bad Emperors. 


Vengeance, for endeavouring to carry his Victories 


ror was ſo remarkable for his Vigour and Experi- 
ence in War, that it was believed, if Death had | 


Thunder and Lightning, which fell upon the Em-,, 
peror's Tent, and flew both him and many others 


in his Tent, there happen'd a terrible Storm of | 
e Death 
Carus 


fortunate Warrior, but Vopiſcus lays he was a 


His Death was by many aſcrib'd to the Divine 
beyond © 


and purſuing his Victory, he ſhortly after took the 
famous Cities of Cteſipbon and Seleucia, for which 


to the Banks of the River Tigris, through Heat and. 
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beyond Ctefphon ; becauſe there was an ancient O- 
racle which forbad the Romans to extend the Em. 


pire beyond the Capitol City ofthe Perſians. 


After the Death of Carus, his youngeſt Son N- 


 Emerian Was by the Army eſteemed their Lord and 


Emperor, both for his Father's and own Deſerts. 
This young Prince greatly lamenting the Death of 


His Father, broke up his Camp, and began to re- 


tire; and becauſe his Sorrow and Tears had 
brought ſuch Diſtempers upon his Eyes, that he 
could not endure to behold the Light, he cauſed 
himſelf to be carryed in a cloſe Litter, fo that he 
could not be ſeen. But as Ambition is the moſt 
violent of all Paſſions, ſo his Father-in-Law Aper, 
a Perſon of great Authority, forgetting his Duty 


to his Sovereign, and his Affection to his Son- in- 


Law, reſolv'd to aſſaſſinate him, and by Means of 


His Wealth and Friends to obtain the Empire for 
himſelf ; which he thought might eaſily be effect- 


ed without Suſpicion, ſince he was always allowed 


uf Nu- 
1 merian Was ſlain in his Litter, and the better to 


_ makin 


Diocleſi- by general Conſent, Diocleſan was choſen and ſalu- 


an made 


Emperor. 


Acceſs to him. Soon after this fatal project took 
Effect, and by him or ſome mercenary Villain, Na- 


conceal the Fact, his Body was left there: Then 
| Report that the Emperor cou'd not en- 
dure the Sight of any Man, the Traytors carry'd 


him dead two or three Days, uſing many Artifices 


to eſtabliſh Apers Intereſt. But as the dead Bo- 


dy began to be offenſive by its Smell, the Treaſon 


was diſcovered ſooner than Aper expected; and 
there was ſuch Sorrow and Confuſion in the Army, 


that every Man took up Arms, and threatned Re- 


venge to the Murtherers. In the midſt of this Tu- 
mulr, the Soldiers proceeded to a new Election, and 
ted Emperor, who was the principal Man in the 
Army, and one of the moſt excellent Commanders 


in the Reign of Probus, being likewiſe Steward to 
that Emperor, and Governour of his Houſhold. 


Diocleſian ſeeing himſelf thus advanc d, cloathed 


himſelf with the Imperial Robe, and ſat upon the 


Tribunal Seat, where being faluted Auguſtus, he 


commanded the Murtherers of Numerian to be pro- 
duc'd; and immediately Aper was brought before 


him, upon the Sight of whom, Diocleſian deſcen- 
ded from his Seat, and lifting up his Hand, cry'd 


to him, Be proud, Aper, that you fall by ſo great a 


Hand as mine. Whereupon he ſlew him with his 


own Hand and Sword, faying, Now I have kid 


the Boar, and fulfill d the Prediction of my future Em- 


pire, At the ſame time he commanded all the 
Accomplices and Aſſociates of Aper to be execu- 
ted ; puniſhing to the utmoſt the Murther of the 
good Numerian. S 3 

During theſe remarkable Tranſactions, Carinut, 
the Surviving Son of Carus, continued in his Go- 
vernment in Gaul, giving himſelf to the moſt abo- 


minable Kinds of Luxury and Debauchery; b 


which he became odious to all Men, and likewiſe 
to his Father before his Death, ſo that he defign'd 


to have depriv'd him of the Empire. He made a 
Porter Governour of Rome, and his Pimps Con- 


ſuls, againſt the expreſs Orders of his Father; and 
writ haughty Letters to the Senate, threatning to 


give away their Eſtates among the Mob of the 


City. He marry'd and divorc'd nine Wives, and 


remov'd all good and vertuous Men from his Pre- 
ſence and Converſation; but the Death of his Fa- 
ther and Brother, together with the Election of 


Diocleſian, a little rouz'd him from his Vices and 


Extravagancies. And being naturally bold, and 


of a good Courage, he levy'd what Forces he 


could, and made great Preparations againſt Dio- 
cleſian, hoping to remain ſole Emperor at laſt. 


Upon notice of which, Piogleſian with great Expe- 
CE, 8 5 dition 
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dition march'd with his Forces from the Eaſt to. 
Wards Gaul, and both Armies meeting in Maſia, 
there began a bloody War between theſe Rivals for 
the Univerſe. But this laſted not long, for in a 
few Days ſeveral Skirmiſhes happen'd, and Carinus 
was once worſted by Diaocleſian, and then over- 
thrown in a general Bartel ; and ſoon after was 


6 Yhe Death ſlain by a Tribune or Colonel of his own Army, 
Woraus whoſe Wife he had formerly abus d: By which 


Means Diocleſian remain'd ſole Lord of the Roman 
Empire, Thus dy'd the laſt of the three Contem- 
Pporary.. Emperors, Carus and his two Sons, which 
all together made up the Thirty eighth Emperor of 
Rome, and a Reign of about two Years, or ſome- 
What more. Carinus dy d in the 1037th Year of the 
City, and the 284th Year of . 
4 D. VII. Thus all things contributed to the Ad- 
284. Vancement of Diocleſian, who was born in Dat- 
Diocleſi- matia, of obſcure Parentage, being, according 
on Empe- to ſome, the Son of a Notary; and of a Bond- 
man, according to others, and now about 39 or 
40 Years of Age. The Name both of his Mother, 
and the Town of his Birth was Dioclea, whence he 
Was call'd Diocles, till he came to be Emperor, and 
then converting a Greek Name into a Roman Form, 
he nam'd himſelf Djoclerianus. He had paſſed 
through many conſiderable Offices before he ar- 


for his great Courage and Sagacity, his quick Wit 
and Ingenuity, his profound Cunning and Policy, 


Severity. He began his Reign on the 11th of the 
Calends of May, 284 after our Saviour's Nati- 


| Power to be made r or Date, from whence 
the Account of following Times ſhould. begin . 
es be add, «7? 


riv'd at the Empire, which he diſcharged with 
much Honour and Reputation, being remarkable 


and likewiſe his contumacious Haughtineſs and 


vity ; which Year he order'd, by his Sovereign 


into Gaul, after ſome great Hazards a 
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The Chriſtians obſerved it for above 240 Years, till 


— 


the Reign of the Emperor Fuſtinian, it being upon 


their Account likewiſe call'd The Ara of the Mar- 
yrs, by reaſon of the Emperor's 5 


them. Vet one unexpected thing was obſerved in 


the beginning of this Prince's Reign; which was 


his pardoning all his Enemies that join'd with Ca- 
rinus, Without damaging their Fortunes or Honour. 
A Clemency, that after a Civil War, had not been. 
known in Rome for ſome Ages. Yen 


towards 


Dioclefian, beginning the Adminiſtration of his 
Government, receiv'd Intelligence, that an 'infi- 


nite number of Labourers and Peaſants in Gaul had 
made a dangerous Inſurrection and Rebellion in that 
Country, being headed by two Commanders call'd 
Amandus and Helianus. But Diocleſan accounting 
that War inglorious to himſelf, ſent a valiant Com- 
mander againſt theſe Rebels, call'd Maximian, 
whom he had already made Ceſar; who marching 


ties, ſlew great Numbers, and diſpers d the reft, 
ſo that in all Places there was Peace and Tranquil- 
liry. But other Wars and Uſurpers arifing, Dio-- 


3 judging himſelf infufficient to manage the 
0 


1 


ed to all kinds of Viſciouſneſs and Extortions, yet n. 


remarkable for his peculiar Courage and Boldneſs. 


Theſe two were notwithſtanding happily cement- 


ed in their Friendſhips, Inclinations, and Deſigns; 


and what is farther obſervable, Maximian was not 


only a faithful and loyal Companion in the Em- 
pire, bur was as reſpectful and obedient to Diocle- 
ſian as any Son to his Father; ſo that they go- 
vern'd the Empire for many Years in Love and 


Concord, and obtain'd many noble Victories over 
Not = 


Mn | : 


= 


"Difficul> 


e Charge of the Empire, about the ſecond Year , jf 
of his Reign took Maximian for his Equal and with him 
Companion in the Empire, being a Perſon addict- Maxaimi« 


—— 


— 
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Not long after Diocleſſans Choice of Maximian, Þ ri 
the Roman Empire was in great Danger of being ane 
torn in pieces by ſeveral Wars and Invaſions, In- pe 
ſurrections and Rebellions, that happen'd in many the 
parts of the Empire almoſt at the ſame Inſtant, Þ pic 
 Achilleus, a Commander in e/Egypt, firſt began to aw 
rebel, and proclaiming himſelf Emperor, ſeiz'd on N wh 
that ancient Kingdom, being very powerful, and hac 
_ of great Authority. In Africk all the Legions and ed 
old Soldiers were drawn together in a mutinous chi. 
and rapacious manner, and joyning with many re 
Robbers and Inhabitants of thoſe Parts, they ſeiz d por 
and enjoy d all the Publick Rents. and Tributes; Þ 70 
and theſe for their Continuance were nam'd Quin- A4 
gentiani, Or Quinquagenarii. About the ſame time Qu 
2 principal Commander in Britain, call'd Carauſins, pre 
rebell'd, proclaim d himſelf Emperor, and poſſeſſed Nat 
himſelf of that Iſland; and Narſeus, King of Per- gair 
ſia and Parthia, taking Advantage from theſe un- ¶ ped 
ſettled Times, began a dangerous War upon the nin 
Empire, and invaded Meſopotamia. One Fulian A 
alſo rebell'd in rah), and endeavour'd to make him- , 
ſelf Emperor; but finding the Weakneſs of his hi. 
Foundation, he ſoon after ſtabb'd himſelf, Diocle- 
fan ſeeing ſo many Rebellions and Pretenſions to 
the Empire, as well as Foreign Invaſions, reſolved 
to ſtrengthen his Intereſt by the Aſſiſtance of o- 
thers ; therefore he and his Aſſociate Maximian, at 
a ſet Meeting at Milan, agreed, that each of them 
ſhould nominate a Perſon to be Cægar, and their 
Succeſſor, and ſuch a Perſon as ſhould be able to 
defend the Empire, both againſt Foreign Invaders 
as well as Domeſtick Pretenders. And thereupon 
Diocleſian made choice of Galerius Maximianus, Sir- 
| named Armentarius;, he being by Report born of 
| Galerius a Cowherd in Dacia, but was a very valiant and 
duo courageous Commander, yet of a moſt ſevere and ¶ and 
made Ca churhih Diſpoſition. +: Maximian choſe | Conſtantius, | to L 
1 „ m 


ſirnamed Chlorus, a Perſon very vertuous, wile, 


and valiant, Son of Claudia, Neice to the laſt Em- 


ror Claudus, who gained ſuch Advantages over 
the Goths. And to be the better aſſured of their 
Fidelity, the two Emperors cauſed them to put 


away their Wives, and to marry others; upon 


which Conſtantius put away Helen, by whom he 


had Conſtantine, afterwards Emperor, and marry- 
ed Theodora, Daughter-in-Law to Maximian. After 
this Settlement, the Buſineſs of the Wars and 


Troubles was immediately divided among theſe 
Four, the two Emperors, and the two Czſars. 
Diocleſian undertook to march into egypt againſt 
Achilleus ; and Maximian into Africk againſt the 
Quingentiani. Conſtantius remained in Gaul to ſup- 
preſs Carauſius, and the Incurſions of the Northern 
Nations; and Galerius was ſent into the Eaſt a- 
gainſt Narſeus, King of Perſia, Of all which Ex- 
peditions we hall give ſome little Account, begin- 
ning with the rwo Emperors. 7 


* K 


All neceſſary Preparations being made, Diocleſi- 25, rays: 
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— 
7 


— 


an marched into e£gypr, where Achilleus attended aii 
his Coming with a ſtrong and numerous Army; Diocle- 
and coming to a Battel, notwithſtanding Achilleus ſian. 7 


made a valiant Reſiſtance, Diocleſian had the Vi- 


tory. But the other ſaving himſelf by Flight, 
recovered the City of Alexandria; where ſeeking 


to repair his Loſſes, and recruit his Troops, he was 
cloſely beſieged by Diocleſian: And in the Space of 
eight Months, which was the Continuance of the 
Siege, there happened many Battels, Skirmſhes, 


and Encounters; till at length the City was taken 


by Force, and Achilleus, by Diocleſian's Command, „ 


was condemned to be devoured by Lyons, and 


other wild Beaſts. And likewiſe in all the King- = 


dom of Ag., this Emperor inflicted moſt ſeyere 
and cruel Puniſhments, putting many thouſands 
to Death; not only the Ring- Leaders and Abet- 
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dots, but all ſuch as barely opproved of this Rebel: the 

$B — 5 As or 9s Maximian was no leſs a 

e , ſucceſsful againſt the Quingentiani in Africk, tho I Cit 

1 Ho at firſt he had a Job with few but ina ing 

mort time he broke their united Power, and con- ¶ ſec 

ſtrained them to ſue for Peace, Aſter which he hac 

marched into divers Parts of 4frick, deſtroying the 

Uſurpers and Robbers in thoſe Countries, for 

Which he was ſurnamed Herculius, becauſe Hercules 

Was principally employed in ſuch Exploits. But 

Diocleſan proceeded farther, and called himſelf Jo- 

vius, from Fupiter; and reſted not here; but af. 

i terwards, like Caligula and Domitian, aſſum'd the 
K. Title of Lord, challenged Divine Honours, and 
1 ſuffered himſelf to be adored as a God: Tho! at the 
ame Time he is ſaid to have carryed himſelf more 
like a Father than a Tyrant. „%%%‚ͤ; 
The Wars managed by the two ee Conſtan- 
tius, and Galerius, proved not ſo proſperous at firſt 
as thoſe of the Two Emperors. Conſtantins found 
Carauſius polleſs'd of all Britain, and likewiſe ſo 

valiant and politick, that he could not prevail a- 

gainſt him; bur being continually alarmed and 

invaded by Inundations of Germans, he was con- 

ſtrained to come to an Accommodation with him. 

So that Carauſius remained intire Poſſeſſor of Br;- 

Zain for ſeven Years; and then was flain by his 

familiar Companion Allectus, who held the Coun- 

try three Years longer. But at length he was 

overthrown and ſlain by Prætorian Prefect, calld 

Aſclepiodotus, Who recovered Britain to the Empire, 

. after it had been ten Years uſurped by Rebels and 

Traitors. In the mean time Conſtantius was em- 

ployed againſt the Germans, and other barbarous 

Nations, with whom he had ſeveral Battels; in the 
laſt of which, in one Day, he was both Over- 
” -thrown and Conqueror: For coming to a gener 

fl Battel with them in a Morning near the City 
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the Lingones; © his Troops fought ſo negligently, that 


they were driven to turn their Backs, and fly to the 
City, together with Conſtantius himſelf. But com- 


ing to the Gates of the City, he found them faſt 


ſecured; and was in ſuch Extremity, that if he 
had not ſuddenly been drawn up the Walls by a 
Rope, he had been flain by the Enemy: Having 
thus entered the City, he called the Soldiers to- 
gether, and inciting them by his Speeches, five 
Hours after, when the Enemy expected no At- 
rack, he commanded all the Gates to be ſer open; 
and ſuddenly fallying out, he ſet upon them with 


ſuch Fury and Bravery, that after a long Fight, ne 
entirely defeated them; and killed 60000 of their 


Ment: ©; | 


During theſe Tranſactions in other Parts, Gales and of 
rius began a War. againſt the Perſians, no leſs ha- lerius; 


zardous than the reſt ; eſpecially in the beginning; 
when Galerius near the City Carre; came to a Ge- 


neral Battel with Narſeus their King; and rafſhly 
venturing with roo {mall an Army, tho” he fought . 


with extraordinary Courage, he was overthrown; 


and loſt the greateſt Part of his Army: Diocleſian 


at the ſame time was coming from Egypt into Mes 
ſopotamiaz; where he was met by Galerius, Who im= 
mediately alighted from his Horſe, and approach'd 
the Emperor's Litter to ſalute him. But Diocleſiai 
without ſtaying, or bidding him take Horſe; fut- 
fered him to attend his Litter ſeveral Miles on 


Foot, much blaming his Conduct and Indiſcretiort 


in theſe laſt Actions. But at length giving him 
leave to depart; he enjoyned him to levy new 
Troops to retrieve his Honour, and defend his 
province; which Galerius immediately put in Exe-- 


cution, Diocleſian remaining with his Troops in 
Meſopotamia; to prevent the Perſians invading that 


Province: . Galerius having gathered together the 
Legions of Sciabonia: Dacia; and Meſia; and othet 
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Forces, he marched into the Kingdom of Avmenia, 
which Narſeus had entered, with whom he began 
a War with great Order and Exactneſs, and with 


approaching, both Generals by mutual Conſent 
1 e Bartel, one being animated with the Reſo- 


his Honour: And the Soldiers having almoſt the 
ſame Intentions, the Battel proved very ſevere and 


Dioscleſan going ont to meet him, and doing him 


Meſt and South; but the Northern Nations could 


7 Bhatt 


no leſs Courage and Valour. The two Armies 


urion of preſerving, and the other of recovering 


bloody; but the Rowan Army conſiſting of ſele& 
and diſciplined Men, obtained the Victory, tho 
not without much Danger and Ditkculty. Narſea 
eſcaped by Flight, and Galerius purſuing the Victo- 


ry, entered his Camp, where he took the King's MWg 
Wives, his Children, his Siſters, and many of the 


Nobility of Perſia, with great Riches and Booty, 


55 Then marching forwards with his Forces, he In- {hid 
vaded Narſeu;'s Country, and made great Deva- 


ſtations, without meeting any Refiſtance ; from 
whence he repaired to Meſopotamia, to wait on 
Diocleſian, where he was received as in Triumph, 


great Honour. The Affairs of the Eaſt being thus 


eſtabliſhed, and the Parthians and Perſians over- Ian 


thrown, Diocleſian and Galerius returned into Europe 
and Traly, where they were met with great Joy and 
Applauſe by Maximian and Conſtantius, Who like wiſe 
had been very ſucceſsful in their ſeveral Charges. 

Theſe great Men had now brought Peace and 
Security to three Parts of the Empire, the Eat, 


not be throughly ſubdued, as well for their Fierce- 
neſs and Courage, as their frequent withdrawing 
themſelves into cold, barren, and inacceſſible Pla- 
ces, which only themſelves could endure : So that 
the Roman Commanders Judged it impoſſible to 
paſs any farther with their Armies, ſatisfying 


themſelves in chaſing them out of the Limits 5 
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ao £1, F | 
egan the Empire, tho“ they would afterwards return 
with with greater Fury than at firſt, being continually  - 
mics || troubleſome and formidable. Now the Scyrhians, 

rent | Goths , Sarmatians, Alanes,  Carpi, Catti, Ae 

deſo · and other barbarous Nations, aſſembled themſelves 

ring in incredible Numbers, with Intention to pillage Their joint | 
t the and inhabit more fertile Countries, and began to Expedition, 
and make dangerous Invaſions again into the Roman 
ele& I Tertitories; againſt which the two Emperors with 
tho their two Caeſars marched with ſeveral Armies, 
arſes Idiſperſing themſelves in ſuch an exact Manner, 
icto- that one was always ready to afliſt another. At 
ing's Nength, after many Hazards, Hardſhips, Loſſes and 
f the Pangers, they repelPd all theſe barbarous Nations, 
ooty. nd took innumerable Herds of them Priſoners ; 
e In- Nrhich afterwards being ſet at Liberty, certain de- 
Jeva- Wopulated Provinces were given them to inhabit, 
from In theſe Wars young Conſtantine, the Son of Con- 
it on ({-»tizs, nobly ſignaliz d his Youth by many brave 
mph, &-ploirs, particularly taking the Sarmatian General 
him cfoner, and bringing him alive to Galerius. Dio- 
thus Nan having obtain d theſe great Victories and Ad- 
Over - Nantages, and having ſettled Peace in the Empire 
Europe | 
y and 
ewile 


zes. 
e and 
could iocleſſan's Reign, and was as magnificent as ever 
lexrce- g. 1 5, UL WII. 
wing lle Maſs of Treaſure of the Spoils of the FX | 
e Pla- +£gypr, and other Nations by them ſub- 

». that ud: There were many Chariots full of Arms, 
le to 
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other Nations. Theſe Wars which had continu'd 


for many Years, were exceeding burthenſome to 
_ the Roman Empire, as well by Means of the Vaſt- 
_ nels of the Armies, as the Exactions and Avarice 


of the Emperors : However, no Emperor ever kept 
the State in greater Subjection than Diocleſian, 


Who by his remarkable Vigour, and fortunate Ma- 
nagement of Affairs, made himſelf obey'd by all 
People; and even Maximian look'd upon him as 
his Father, and Conſtantizs and Galerins as their 

Lord, his Subjects not daring to approach him 


without Marks of Adoration. © Whereas it was the 


* Cuſtom among former Emperors, to allow Peti- 
tioners to kiſs their Hands, and ſometimes their 


Checks; Diocleſian on the Contrary, by a publick 


dict, commanded that all Men, without Diſtincti- 
on, ſhould kiſs his Foot proſtrate upon the Eartb; 

and for the greater Magnificence, he caus d his 
Shoes to be ſet with Pearl, and precious Stones of 
the greateſt Value. JJJßͤFCſ IU et 


In the midſt of this Peace and Proſperity, Die 
_clefian, partly from his Pride and Cruelty, and prin- 


cCipally from his ſuperſtitious Zeal ro declining Pa- 
_ ganiſm, reſolv'd to ſuppreſs Chriſftianiry, which for 
lJeveral Years had encreas'd with ſuch a Current of 
Proſperity, as corrupted too many*of its Profefſors. 
And palling into ſia, to the City Nicomedia, he 


took an Occaſion from ſeveral pretended Affronts, 


. 10 raiſe a Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, com- 


The tenth 


A. D. 


b 5 303. 


4 


manding the Cbriſtian Churches to be pull'd down, 
their Bibles to be burnt, the better ſort to be 


general pe- branded with Infamy, and the Vulgar to be made 


fecution. | 


Slaves. But theſe were bur a Preludium to what 
ſucceeded; other Edicts being publifh'd, com- 
manding thoſe who refus'd to offer Sacrifice, to 
be expos'd ro all Kinds of exquiſite Pains and 


Torments. This was the Tenth and laſt General 


Perſecutien of ike Catholick Church, which be- 
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Chap. VI. Diocleſ and Maximian XXXIX. 53 
zan in the 19th Year of Diodeſiaz's Reign, 239 
Years after the firſt under Nero, 213 after the Se- 
cond. under Domitian, 196 after the Third under 


Trajan, 136 after the Fourth under Antoninus Philoſo- 


phys, 101 after the Fifth under Severus, 68 af- 
ter the Sixth under Maximinus, 53 after the Seventh 
under Decius, 46 after the Eighth under Valerian, 


and 28 after the Ninth under Aurelian. As this 


was the laſt Perſecution, ſo it was the moſt ſe- 
vere of all others; like the laſt Efforts of an ex, 
piring Enemy, who uſes his utmoſt Power and 


Strength to give a parting Blow. It were endleſs 


and almoſt incredible, ro enumerate the Variety of 


dufferings and Torments ; it is ſufficient to obſerve 


in this Place, that they were ſcourged to Death, 


had their Fleſh torn off with Pincers, and mangled 


with broken Pots, were calt to Lyons, Tygers, and 


other wild Beaſts ; were Burnt,. Beheaded, Cruci- 
ty'd, Thrown into the Sea, Torn in Pieces by the 
diſtorted Boughs of Trees, roaſted by gentle Fires, 
and Holes made in their Bodies for melted Lead 
to be pour'd into their Bowels. This Perſecution. 
laſted ten Years under Diocleſian and ſome of his 


Succeſlors ; and the incredible Numbers of Chris. © 
fians that ſuffer d Death and Puniſhment, made | 
them conclude that they had compleated their, 


Work; and in an ancient Inſcription they tell the 


World, That they had effac d the Name and Super- 
ſition of the Chriſtians, and had reſtor'd and propa- 
gated the Worſhip of the Gods, But they were ſo 
much deceived, that this haſtned the Deſtruction of 
Paganiſm, and ſhortly after Chriſtianity became vi- 
orious and triumphant over all the Powers and 
Artifices of Mankind. V 


2 


Not long after the iſſuing out of theſe bloody De- 
crees, Diocleſian return d to Rome to celebrate his 
Second Decennalia; from whence he ſoon after re- 


1 


be. pair d again to Nicomedia ; and there after various 
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Conſiderations and Reflexions upon his preſent 
Circumſtances, he fix d upon a ſurprizing Reſolu- 

tion, which none of his Predeceſſors ever thought 
of, which was entirely to reſign and relinquiſh the 
Roman Empire, and to lead a-private Life for the 
future. And as tho it was not ſufficient to leave 
_ the Empire himſelf, he perſuaded and almoſt com- 
pelled his Aﬀociate Maximian to do the ſame; 
Which between them was agreed and concluded 
by Letters and Embaſſies, in ſuch a Manner, that 
both in the ſame Day, Maximian in Milan, and 
Diocleſt. Dioclefian in Nicomedia, reſigned the Empire, and 
an and diveſting themſelves of their Imperial Robes, they 
Maximi- deſcended from their Thrones, and made them- 
 anreſg» ſelves equal with private Perſons, after Diocleſiun 
ile Empire. 1,24 reign'd 20 Years, and Maximian above eigh- 
teen, both together making the Thirty ninth Em- 
peror of Rome. Many Authors applaud and extol 
this Act of Diocleſian s, mentioning it as a Superla- 
tive Inſtance of Greatneſs and Generoſity, that he 
could ſo eaſily and freely part with the Empire of 
the World; but Landtantius in à Piece lately reco- 
ver d from Darknefs, aſſures us, that this Reſigna- 
tion was wholly caus'd by the means and Contti- 
vances of Galerius, who coming to Nicomedia ſhort- 

ly after a great Sickneſs of the Emperor's, threat- 
ned him with a Ciyil War if he reſus'd to reſign, 
as he had done Masimian before; and that Diocle- 
ſian finding himſelf declining in Tears and Au- 
thority, with many ſervile Tears was conſtrained 
to comply wich his Demand. However we are 
aſſur d by many, that after his Reſignation, his Life 
Vas very eaſie and pleaſant to him, having retired 
to his Birth-place Salona in Dalmatia, where for 
ſeveral Years. his principal Employment was ma- 
naging a Garden and an Orchard, ſaying to his 
Vihtors, That he began now to live, and to fee the Beau- 
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ile Sun, And when afterwards Maximian, and 


other 
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GA LE RIUS XI. 155 


others perſuaded him to reaſſume the Empire, he 


replyed, That if they bad enjoyed. ſo much Eaſe and 
Quiet as he they would not have diſturbed bim. He 
likewiſe ſhewed them his Cole-worts in his Gard en, 


and told them, That be took greater pleaſure in plant- 
ing of them, than in gaverning the Empire. But not- 
withſtanding this eaſy Life, Heaven's Vengeance 
| overtook him at. laſt in his Death, which was by 


Poyſon, or Madneſs, or both, tho he is acknow- 


ledged to have done infinite Service, as well as Dif- 
kindnels to his Country, for which he ought both 


to be applauded and condemned. ThisRemarkable 


Reſignation hapned in the 1057th Year of the City, 
327 Tears after the Settlement of the Empire by 
Auguſtus, 304 after our Saviour's Nativity, 206 
after the laſt of the Twelve Cæſars, and 111 after 


the publick Sale of the Empire. 
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CHAP. VII. 


r, the Reffanation of D [OC LESIA N, to the. 
Removal of the Imperial Seat to Conſtanti- 


nople ) CoNSTANTINE the Great, i he Forty 
Firſt ee 
. Ruin of the Roman Empire. 


eee, the ſpec of about 26 7 EAR 8. 


no great Marks of Diſſatisfaction in any, all being 
ready to acknowledge the two Czſars, Conſtantius 


Eonftan- and Galerius for Emperors, according to the par- 
ticular A ppointment of Diocleſian and Maximian, 
Conſtantius was ſirnamed Chlorus from his Paleneſs, 
and was marryed to Theodora, Daughter-in-Law to 
and Galerius to Valeria, Daughter to 


Maximian ; 
„ The ßiſt was very Noble by Deſcent, 
near allyed to the Emperor Claudius, vertuous, va⸗ 
liant, of an affable and merciful Temper; the lat- 
ter was ignoble, of a fi ignal Valour'and. Courage, 
but withal chyrliſh, incontinent, cruel, 


barous  Perſecutgr of the Chriſtians. Notwith- 


fanding this Diſparity of Humours and Diſpoſiti- 
ons, Diocle/izn while he reigned, by his 2 


Policy and uncommon Management, preſerved a 
_ Em . r them alter bis Reſig- 
. ee 
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which was the greateſt Step 10 


"HE Reſi ignation of Dieceſie and And, ; 


ö Empire, which had ſo often ſeen its beſt Blood 
ſhed for the obtaining of it: However, we find. 
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nation, to prevent all future Conteſts that might 


/ 


GALEKINE 30 


zrile, they readily agreed to make a diſtin& and 2 divide 


independent Diviſion of the Empire between them. yas; a 
Conſtantius had the Weſtern Parts of the Empire, zem. 
namely Italy, Sicily, the greateſt Part of 4frick, to- 
gether with Spain, Gaul, Britain and Germany ; and 
Galerius the Eaſtern and the largeſt Share, namely, 
Ilyricum, Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, all the Pro- 
vinces of Greece and the leſſer Aſia, together with 
Agypt, Syria, Fudæa, and all the Eaſt. This Di- 
viſion being made, the Government of ſo many 
Provinces ſeem'd too great a Charge and Burthen 
to the Pacifick Temper of Conſtantius, who chuſing 
rather to govern well than to pts much, free- 
ly relinquiſh'd the Provinces of Africk and of Italy 
to Galerius, Contenting himſelf with Gaul, Spain, 
Britain, and his Part of Germany. On the other 
Side Galerizs finding his Provinces to increaſe. and 
the Affairs of the Empire burthenſome and difficult 
to manage with Security to himſelf, he made 
choice of two Afliſtants, and created them Cw- Severus 
ſars; the one was Severus, to whom he allotted _— 5 
the Government of Taly and Africk, and the other Ceſurs by 
his Siſter's. Son Maximin, to whom he gave the Go. Galerius. 
vernment of the Eaſt in Aſia, reſerving to his own 
particular Management all the Provinces that be- 
long'd to Myricum and Greece. So that the World 
was in a mannergovern'd by four Heads, Conſtan- 
tis and Galerius Emperors, and Severus and  Ma- 
_—_ Czſars, who were both Dependents of Ga- 
en. „ | „„ 
Conſtantius Was about 54 Years of Age when he 
enter d upon the Government, which he manag d 
to the general Satisfaction and Approbation of all 
Men, preſerving his Provinces free from all Kinds 
of Wars and Rebellions, during his ſhort * 
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aim before he was Emperor, for under his former 


A Adminiſtration, they had eſcaped the ſuſpected po- 
cy of Diocleſian, and the bloody Raſhneſs of Maxi- 
min. His principal, Deſire was to benefit and en- 
rich his Subjects, ſaying, 7: 
* Wealth of the Land diffuſed, and in the Hands of Many, 
than to be locked up in Princes Coffers ; concurring 
With Trajan, who compared the Exchequer to the 
Spleen, the great Growth of - which cauſed the 
Limbs to be | 
affected Pomp and Splendor, that on Feſtival Days, 
when he entertained many of his Friends, he gene- 
rally borrowed Furniture and Plate from other per- 
. ſons, for the Uſe of his Table : And being in his 
former Adminiſtration by Diocleſians Ambaſſadors 
.  reproached for his Poverty, he only; intimated his 
WMants to the People, and in a few hours amaſs d 
ſuch infinite Sums from their voluntary Contribu- 
tions, that the Ambaſſadors were amazed; he tel- 
ling them, That the Love of the People was the richeſt 
and ſureſt Treaſure of the Prince, and that his Subjects 
Mone was by that Means always at his Devotions, which 
bie never thought ſafer than hen they were Keepers of it. 
After their Departure, he returned all the Subſidies 
© that were preſented him; being by this voluntary 
Poverty, richer than Diocleſſan, and all the Princes 


o 
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It was better to have the 


eſſened and weakened. He ſo little 


who were his Partners. He was of a merciful and 


generous Temper, and much honour'd and favour'd 
the 1 not permitting any Violence or In- 
e offered them: However, being urged by 

Galerius, he once politickly prerended to proſecute 
them, and commanded all the Officers of his Hou- 
_  thold, who were Chriſtians, to change their Reli- 
gion, or to leave their Places; but when ſome of 
them did fo, he ſent them away with great Diſ- 
grace, ſaying, That thoſe who were not true to their 
Sad would never be faithful to their Prince, 


Jury to k 
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| Conſlantins in the ſecond Year of bis Reign re- 


pair'd to Britain, and reſided at Eboracum Or York, 
where falling into ſome Sicknels, he began to be 


much concern'd for the Safety of his Son Conſtan- 


tine, Who for ſeveral Years had been kept at the 


Court of Diocleſian, as an honourable pledge for 0 1 


his Father's Fidelity, and ſince his Reſignation in 


that of Gelerius in the Eaſt, Galeria hated Conſtan- j 
tius, and was jealous of his Son, whom he would 
have removed by a violent Death, but he knew 


that the Army admir'd Conſtantine, and would re- 
venge it. He ſought therefore under Pretence of 


Sports and Martial Exerciſes to have diſpatched 

him; but he was ſtill preferved by the Hand f 
Providence. His Father had often ſent for him 
and had been as often deny'd; and now in this 


Sickneſs he had renew'd his Importunity : So that 


queſt, ſign'd him a Warrant to go the next. Day, 


reſolving upon ſome Artifice ro ſtop him in his 


Journey, and prevent his Arrival in Britain, ane 


therefore order'd him to come the next Morning 
to receive his final Inſtructions. But Conſtantine, as 
ſoon as Galerius was gone to his Reſt, took Poſt» 
Horſes with all ſpeed, and at every Stage where 
he came, belides thoſe few he made uſe of, he 
ham-ſtring'd all the Horſes that he left behind him. 
Galeriu calling for him the next Day, and under- 


ſtanding that he was gone the Night before, im- 
mediately commanded ſeveral to purſue him; but 


hearing ſoon aſter that the Poſt-Horſes were all 


diſabled, he burſt our into a violent Paſſion of 


Rage and Grief. In the mean time Conſtantine 


York, found his Father paſt Recovery.  Conſtantius 


cn de Wl. n APO. e 


ſtructions and Directions, and particularly re- 


commended the Chriſtians to his Care and Mercy. 


Con- expir'd in the Arms of this beloved Son. This was 


ter he had been Czſar about ſixteen Years, and 
Emperor ſomewhat above two; a Prince of ad- 


Tears after our Saviour's Nativity, and 24 be- 


ſtantine. __ 


4 


upon the Account of his own, as well as his Fa- 


Emperor. 
ther's Merits; being a Prince of moſt promfiing 


Vertues and Accompliſhments, of profound po- 
= licy and Capacity, and of no leſs Modeſty than 
F  Magnanimity. According to the moſt general 
MM Opinion, he was born in Britain, of Helen the 


flit Wife of Conſtantius, a Britiſh Princeſs, and 


terwards ſirnamed the Great, from his many 


great Actions and Exploits. For a. conſiderable. 
Time he contented himſelf with the Name of 


Cæſar, not immediately aſſuming the Title of Au- 
guſtus, or Emperor, expecting the Senior Empe- 
For ſhould have ſent him that Title, but in vain: 


| 40 be Roman Hiſory Bock II. 


riſin up in his Bed, gave him ſeveral uſcful In- 


Being ask d which of his Children ſhould ſucceed 
im, having two Sons by Theodora; neglecting his 
ſecond Wife and her Progeny, he cry'd aloud, 

The Death None but the pious Conſtantine! and ſhortly after 


ſtantius. the Death of Conſtantius Chlorus the Fortieth Em- 
peror of Rome, in the 56th Year of his Age, af. 


mirable Vertues and - Accompliſhments, and in- 
finitely belov'd and lamented by all his Subjects. 
He dy'd in the 1o5gth Year. of the City, 306 


fore the Removal of the Empire by his Son Con- 


A. D. II. Upon the Deceaſe of the Emperor Conſtan- 
306. tius, his Son Conſtantine, now about 36 Years of 5 
Conſtan- Age, was unanimouſly ſaluted Emperor of the 
tine wade et, by the joyful Acclamations of the Army 


Wu,as marry'd to Fauſta, the Daughter of Maximian 
| who reſign ed the Empire with Diocleſian, being af- 


Chap. VII. Conſtantine the Great XII. 341 


Galerius, WC XI. 7 to oy 


For as ſoon as his Image wreath'd with the Impe- | 


rial Laurel, was preſented to Galerius, he was ſo 


enrag d, as to condemn both it and the Meſſenger 


to the Fire, but by his Friends was diſſwaded 


from the Execution. Theretore - that he might 

ſeem to allow that voluntarily, which he wanted 
Power to prevent, he: ſent him the Purple, but 
withal made Severus Emperor, and gave him on- 


ly the Title of Cæſar. But Conſtantine ſtood in no 


need of his Approbation to confirm his Title; his 
Father's declar'd Will for his Succeſſion, and the 


univerſal Conſent both of the Army. and the 
whole Weſt, put his Right beyond all Diſpute. 


His Image, according to the Cuſtom of new Em- Maxen- 
perors, being expos'd in Rome, immediately pro- e 
voked the Ambition of Maxentius, and taking an 9 
Opportunity in the abſence of Severus, whoſe Fae | 


Government the Prætorian Soldiers hated, he pro- 
claim'd himſelf Emperor by their Aſſiſtance, and 
ſome conſiderable Officers then in Rome. He was 


Son to Maximian by Eutropia, an ordinary Wo- 
man of Syria, and was very popular among the 
Soldiers, whom for Recompence he allowed to 
commit almoſt all Kinds of Outrages and Diſor- 
ders in the City. This was ſome Surprize to Con- 
ſtantine, but a greater to Galerius, who. immediate- 
ly ſent Severus with all ſpeed towards Rome, to 
ſuppreſs this new Uſurper; and for a farther Se- 
Curity, he encourag d old Maximian, who led a 
private Life, to reaſſume the Empire, which he 
willingly did, expecting to diſpoſſeſs his Son Max... 
entius, and in Time to become ſole Emperor. Se. 
vers marched with his Army up to the Walls f 
Rome; but his Soldiers conſidering againſt whom 
they were to fight, immediately abandon'd him, 
ſo that he was conſtrain'd to fly, and to ſhut . „ 
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ſelf up with a Handful of Men in Ravenna, to a- 
void old Maximian, who under Pretence of aſſiſting 
bis Son, was marching that way, finding that he 
' could not avoid being deliver'd up, he at length 
____ _  reſign'd his Imperial Purple; which Submiſton 
| The Death could only purchaſe him an eaſie Death, which was 
| ef Severus by opening his Veins s. 
In the mean time the reſtleſs Maximian made uſe 
pf all Methods to regain his former Dignity and 
Authority, and us d many perſuaſions to engage 
his old Partner Diocleſian in the ſame Expedition; 
bur all in vain. Nor did he meet with better Suc- 
Ceſs at Rome; for there; he caus'd ſuch Confuſions 
and Miſchiets among the Prætorian Soldiers, that 
he was Oblig'd to fly into Gaul to Conſtantine, who 
_ © Hhonourably received him as his Father-in-law, and 
ds one who had been Emperor. From whence he 
repair d to Galerius, and was forced to fly a ſecond 
time into Gau, where his Thoughts were ſo; fix d 
upon Rule and Empire, that he endeavour'd to cor- 
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rüßpt his Daughter Fauſta, and to deſtroy his Son- in- 


Ia Conſtantine. But his Treaſon was ſoon diſco- 
per d, and flying with ſome Forces into Marſeilles,” 
hae was purſu' d, beſieg'd, and ſtript of his Imperial 
1 by "Conſtantine, who finding himſelf daily 
expos'd to new Plots and Conſpiracies, at length 
Could allow him no greater Mercy than to let him 
Chuſe his own Death, which Lactantius tells us 
Was Hanging: A Death which he had long before 
he bear merited by his Cruelties and Barbarities to the 
of Maxi- Chriſtians and others. In the mean time Galerius, 
mian, after the Defeat and Death of Severus, gathered 
together all his Troops, and in a great Rage 
march'd into Traly againft Maxentius, reſolving to 


ruin the Inhabitants, and particularly ro deſtroy = 


all the Senate. But he was ſtopp'd in his furious 
___ Career; for his own Soldiers upon their Approach 
td Rome, conſidering che Conſequence of this un- 


5 


utrefaction. the Bottom of his Belly conſumed, 


men, 8 
natural War, began to deſert, and were in a flags © 
gering Condition; which threw him into ſuch a 
Fright, that fearing the Fate of Severus, he caſt 


himſelf at his Soldiers Feet, and ſervilely begged, 8 
That they would not deliver him up to bis Enemies 3 
and then marched away with ſuch Fear and Con- 


ſternation, that a ſmall Body of Men would have 
been ſufficient to have ruined him. Infinite Ra- 


vages and Outrages were permitted by Him, and 


committed by his Army in all Parts of rah in 

their March; ſo that inſtead of being a Raman 
Emperor he became the Plunderer of Traly, ret. 
ring back into his own Diviſion, after he had in a _ 
lavage Manner deſtroyed the whole Country. Not 
long after his Return to his Province, he ſent for 


old Diocleſian, before whom he created Hicinius C. 


9 * I 1 x in 
1 * | 
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peror by 


bourer in Dacia, but a very politick and excellentGajer;us. 
| Commander. The Preſence of Diocleſan was made 


uſe of to give the greater Authority to the Choice; 
which notwithſtanding gave but ſmall Satisfaction 

to Maximin in the Eaſt, who much envyed this. 
new ide oo IS Ee 


About the ſixth Year of his Reign, he was vi= 


ited with a filthy and incurable Diſtemper ; be- 

ginning firſt with an Ulcer and Impoſthume in 
his Privities, which increafing, proved incredibly 
nauſeons both to the Sight and Smell; fo that all _ 


Ihe Arts of Phyſicians and Surgeons were ineffe- 


tual. His Diſfemper encreaſed Nowly and gradu- 
ally, and afterwards his Thighs were over-run with 


is Bowels laid open, and the whole Maſs of 
his Body turned into an univerſal Rotrenneſs, _ 
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ef cini alas 
ſar, or rather Emperor in the Place of Severus de- made Can 
ceaſed ; who was originally the Son of a poor. Las fat er Ame 


hich was accompanyed with infinite Numbers 
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$44. The Roman Hiſtory, Book Il cp 
of Worms and Vermine, and ſuch inſuppor- : 
table Torments, that he often endeavoured to kill 
himſelf, and cauſed ſome of his Phyſicians to be  _ 
ſlain, becauſe their Medicines were ineffectual, 1 
He languiſhed in this Miſery a full Year, tho' not 


in the Extremity of it; in which Space he began = 
do reflect upon his unjuſt Cruelties to the Chriſtiam; 0 
and in great Haſte conſulting with Conſtantine then 555 
in Gaul, he commanded all Laws and Edicts s- 12 
ainſt them to be aboliſhed; and to that Effect 25 

ent his Letters and Decrees into all the Provinces I ne 
of Greece, and into the Eaſt, where. Maximin Was 7 


- Governour. Beſides, which he cauſed many Chr. ey 
tian, to be brought into his Preſence, whom he , Fo 
defired and beſeeched to make Supplication to the IM ©? 
true God for his Health and Recovery. But hy pl 
The Deary Eutrefaction (till increaſing, not long after the Pub- fer 
of Guleri-lication of his Edict, he breathed; his laſt, having | 
. recommended his Wife and Son to Licinius, and 484 


put them into his Hands. This Was the .miſerablc * 
End of Galerius Maximian, Who in Conjunction "I 


h . makes the Fortieth Emperor of 
Rome, after an impious Reign of near ſeven Years, 
two with Conſtantius, and almoſt five with Conſtar 

tine; being a Prince who had done ſome Service, 
but greater Injury to the State, and by his barba- 
rous Cruelties to the Chriſtians, had drawn down 
the peculiar Vengeance of Heaven upon his Head; 
At his Death he left the Empire divided among 
four; Conſtantine, Emperor of Gaul, Spain, Britain, 
and Germany; Licinius, his Succeſſor and Emperor 
_ of the Provinces of 1ricum and Greece, Maximin, 
Czſar, and Governour of 4/ia and the Ea; and 
 Maxentius, Uſurper of Italy and Afriecck. 
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iriages of his predeceſſors, who had violently pro- 
roted the Multiplicity of Gods; and that not- 
vithſtanding their utmoſt Protections, their Wars 
„ had generally been unproſperous, and their Ends 


| 1 Ut,” beſeeching him to make himſelf known to 
| Lice 


4 
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III. Licinius was now generally acknowledged A4.D. 
7 in the Room of Galerius, and peaceably 311. 

took upon him the ſame Provinces; while Conſftan- Licinius 
tine governed Gaul and his Provinces with grear/*<ds 
Succels and Proſperity, tho' ſtill continuing in th 


Gentile Religion. Having reigned about ſix Years, aire, 

he began to be highly concerned for the City of 

Rome, Which was miſerably oppreſſed by the in- 

tolerable Outrages and Inſolencies daily commit- 

ted by Maxentius ; and being ſolicited by an Em- 

baſſy ſent purpoſely ro him by the Senate and peo- 

le of Rome, he took up a Reſolution worthy of 

0 great a Mind, to march againſt him, and 

free the City from the Tyrannies and Extra- 1 
vagancies of that Uſurper. He was no ſooner conſtm⸗ 
engaged in this Expedition, but like a prudent tine ; E. 
Man began to think on ſome Aſſiſtance beyond peaition 6+ | 
the meer Strength and Courage of his Army ; and gf. 
knowing that there were many Deities at 1 
time wörſhiped in the World, his firſt Care was, 
which of theſe to implore as his Protector and 
Tutular Guardian. He obſerved the fatal Miſcar- 


nfortunate and untimely: On the contrary, his 
Father who had acknowledged and adored only, 
ne God, had happily ſucceeded in his Underta -. 
King ; upon which Conſideration he reſolved to lay | 
alde the vulgar Deities, and adhere to the God of 

us Father; to whom he humbiy addreſs him- 


im, and aſfiſt him in this Expedition. And 
Kaven heard his Prayer, and anſwered in a man- 
| FF 
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ner fo miraculous, that Euſebius acknowledges, it 

' would not have been credible, if he had not recei- 

ved it from the Emperor's own Mouth, who ſo- 

lemnly ratifyed the Truth of it with his Oath, 

I "The Army was upon their March, and Conſtantine 

© ** ſeriouſly employed in theſe. devour Ejaculations, 

- , When the Sun declining, there ſuddenly appeared a 
Miracu- | S” 5 . n GI we. * 

Pux Apes Pillar of Light in the Heavens, in the Faſhion of 

rem. a Croſs, with this Inſcription. upon, or abour it, 

"FOTT2 NIKA, In this overcome. This, was 4 

ſurprizing Sight both to Conſtantine and his whole 

Army; and the Commanders and Officers prompt- 

ed by their Aruſpices, looked upon it as an inay- 

ſpicious Omen, portending a very unfortunate Ex- 

pedition. But it made ſuch a happy Impreſſion 

upon the Emperor's Mind, that being farther. en- 

 couraged by Viſions that Night, he cauſed the nent 

Day a Royal Standard to beè made like that which 

be had ſeen in the Heavens, and to be born before 

© ” him in his Wars, as an Enſign of Victory and Safe- 

ty; after which he conſulted, with ſeveral Chriſtian 

Bifnops, and by them was inſtructed in the princi- 

pal Points of Cbriſtianity, reſolving at leiſure Hours 

do peruſe the Holy Scriptu res 

Conſtantine With great Confidence and Aſſurance 

marched through Trah, with-an Army of about 

90 οο Foot and 800 Horſe ; and norwithſtand- 

ing all Oppoſition, be in a ſhort. Time advanc'd 

almoſt to the Walls of Rome, incamping his Army 

in. a large Plain before the City. This formida- 

ble Approach ſomewhat, rouſed AMaxentius, W 

had given himſelf up to Eaſe and Luxury, as well 

as Charms and Tnchantments, - dividing his Hows 

between Pleafure and Superſtition, | He neyer 

went out of the City, and ſeidom out of his Fa- 

lace ; ſo extraordinary lazy and unactive, chat 50 

ee iro, the Salſun. Gardens, tho' 1967909 
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Things 


geln e of: Pleaſure, Was a a ww 
ney, and an Expedition, as a certain Orator juſtiy 
jeers him. But nowihe ſaw himſelf oblig d to Jeave 
the City, therefore ply*d the Altars With various 
Sacriſices; and commanded the / S;bylline Books to 
be ſearch'd ;; and the Anſwer brought him, was, 
That this Day the great Enemy of Rome ſhould 
periſh,” which he underſtood of Conſtantine, and 
app d the Succeſs to himſelf. So leaving all 
in the beſt Poſture, he quitted the City, 
and advanc d againſt: Conſtantine with far more nu- 


„ 
BY Sg che 


merous Forces, his Army conſiſting of 170600 


Foot, and 18000 Horſe, a great part of whom 


| being Romans and: Balla, and having felt ſo much 


of his Tyranny; deſir d nothing more than to fee. 
him fall at the Enemies Feet. However the In- 
gagement was fierce and bloody, 


for the Enemies Cavalry being routed, the whole 


by a Bridge of Boats, Which Maxentius had buil 


and Engines, purpoſely to drown Con 42 
tine if he paſs d that Way, 1 & caught in their 
on Snare: For the Engi ving way, the 
Boats parted, and overprelſs oy with the Weight of 
the Company, ſunk to the Bottom of the River, 
and Maxentiushimfelf along with them, whoſe 
Body being found; his Head was ſtricken off, and 


Spring 


carry'd upon a pole before the Army. This was 


the deſerved End of an impious Tyrant and per- 
ſecutor, after he had ufurp d me poſſeſs d part of 
the Empire ſpr Yeats. 

3 having 
with no great Loſs on his ſide, the Senators and 


* ol — Wien their Wives and Children, 


Nn 2 came 


till Victory ha- 1 


ving hover'd a while, reſted on Conſtantines Side; * 3 | 
Army fled, and thinking to eſcape the neareſt Way, of rl 


C tius. 
over the Bher, and had contriv'd with ſecret 


obtnittd. this noble victory, 47 
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came out of the City to receive him; and with 
infinite Acclamations, ſtil'd him their Father, their 
Saviour, and Author of oll | their Happineſs. "In this 
Manner he was attended into Rome, with incredible 
Joy and Dilatation of Heart, every one re- 
ſounding the Praiſes of this Emperor; but he 
Would attribute nothing to his own Power or Po- 
licy, but all to God alone And inthe right Hand 
of all the Statutes that were. erected to his Honous 
by Decree of Senate, he caus d to be engraven the 
Figure of the Croſs, with' the ſame Inſcription he 
had ſeen in the Heavens; only in one he had like - 
wile an Inſcription, intimating, That under the Influ- 
ence of that wittorious Croſs, Conſtantine bad deliver d 
the City from the | Yoke of Tyrannical Power, . and 
Dad reſtor'd to the Senate and People f Rome their 
ancient Splendor and Glory. And about this Time, 
we are told, that he commanded by publick Edict, 
that no Man for the future ſhould ſuffer the Death 
of the Croſs; which tillnow was looked upon as moſt 
ignominious of all others. Settling all Affairs in 
"Peace and good Order in the City, and making 
Wie and juit Laws and Ordinances, to ſhew him- 
ſelf grateful for the Benefit he had received, he be- 
gan to beſtow many Favours and Gifts upon the 
Chriſtians, gradually building them Churches and 
Places of Prayer, endowing them with Rents and 
Means for the Maintenance of the Prieſts and Mi- 
niſters, with Neccſſaries and Ornaments for Di- 
, vane Service; all which were done by ſeveral wa- 
ry Steps and Degrees. Shortly after his Victory, 
He and Licinius, to whom he marryed his Siſter 
 Conſtamia, by one conſent. iſſued our their Decrees 
_ through all the Provinces and Cities of the Em. 
: pire, commanding that the Chriſtians ſhould be 0 
e , caſed from all Grievances, made free, and received v 
inco all Offices and Places of Authority; which pe 
no fniſned chat great Perſecution begun by Dio- in 
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cleſan, which had raged in ſeveral Parts of the Em- 
pite for ten Years. Theſe Decrees being ſent in- 
to the Eaſt, were likewiſe obeyed by Maximin, tho 
much againſt his Inclinations, being a mortal Ha- 
ter of the  Chriſtjans. All this the | Gentiles beheld 


with an enyious-and malicious Eye, as what por- 


verthrow of their Religion; and were more con- 


firm'd in theſe Suſpicions when they ſaw the Ems 


peror neglected the celebration of the grand Secu 
lar Games, which were at this Time to have been 


exhibited, but were put down upon the Accouut 
of the great Mixture of Pagan Devotions. Con- 


ſtantine Was now Lord of a large part of the En- 


pire, having increaſed his former Dominions by 


the Addition of all T:aly, Sicily, and the Province 
of Africk; and now living in Peace and Proſperity, 
he made many new and advantageous Laws for 
the Good and Peace of the Publick. He alſo 
took great care to reduce all Arts and Sciences to 


their ancient Perfection, highly honouring and 


encouraging ſuch Maſters as were excellent, who 


at this time were greatly decay'd and diminiſhed. 


He bufily-employ'd himſelf in the moſt honourable. 
Exerciſes,” being eee reading, writing and 
indicting, and hearing of Embaſſies and Com- 


provinces; and to all Men he ſhewed himſelf very 


affable, mild, courteous and bountiſul; fo that 


his greateſt Enemies have been obliged to ac- 
knowledge many Vertues and Excellencies in this - 


iv 


1 


| Conſtantine living in this Proſperity, Maximin li, 
who govern'd in the Eaſt, ſeeing imei rich and — 4. 
powerful, accounted it a Diſhonour to him to be Empire, . 


inferior to Licinius Or Conſtantine ; and therefore 
© RS  _Na3 aſſuming 


* 
= 


uſtus and Emperor, and 


| aſſuming the Name of Aug 


he began to declare himſelf an Enemy, {eſpecially 
to Licinius, who commanded in the Provinces 

_., neareſt to his. And knowing that Licinius was 
making Proviſions againſt him, truſting to the 
Multitudes of his own Soldiers, he immediately 
march'd towards him, and began a ſevere War 
both by Sea and Land. Aſter ſeveral Encounters 

and Conflicts, they both came to a general Bat- 

tel, in which Maximin's numerous Troops were 

moſt of them were cut in pieces, the reſt all 
vVielding themſelves to Licinius. Maximin himſelf 
eſcaping by Flight, immediately changed his Ha- 
bit, to prevent Diſcovery, till he could arrive at 

2 Place: of Security. And imagining himſelf to 
have been deluded by his Magicians and Pagan 
Prieſts, he put many of them to Death, and try- 

ing all Methods to appeaſe the divine Vengeance, 

he iſſued out his Decrees in ſavour of the Chriſti- 

ans, allowing them Liberty to build Churches, 
and to officiate as they thought fit. Having agait 


Fortunes in a ſecond Bartel, Heaven was pleas'd to 
fruſtrate all his Deſigns by his Death, firſt afflicting 

- Him: with infinite Pains! and Torments all over 
his Body, cauſing him to bite his Hands, and to 


neither eat, drink nor ſleep, at length his Eyes 
tarted out of his Head, ſo that he dy'd raging and 
in Deſpair, confeſſing upon his Death: Bed, that 


bis ſpiteful and virulent Proceedings againſt»Chri/7 
And his Religion. This was the juſt and miſerable 
Death of a bloody. Tyrant, and one of the moſt 
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evoking the Privileges granted to the Chriſtians, 


levy'd conſiderable Forces, and reſolving to try his 


Torment continuing many Days, ſo that he could 


nis Datz. all this was but a juſt Puniſhment upon him for 
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barbarous Perſecutors of the Church, by which | 
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. the Churches in theſe/ pats haut FIG 
ingly to flouriſh, and the Chriſtians for the pre- 
ſent enjoyed a very ſerene and proſperous Seaſon. 
Conſtantine and Licinius now remained ſole Lords and 
Emperors of the Roman Dominions; only the lat- 
ter met with ſome Oppoſition in che Eaſt by Va 
lens whom the Army had made Emperor aſter the Valens, 
Death of Aaximin.” But Licinins ſoon put an End s 
to his Life and Empire together; and being in full 
Poſſeſſion of the Eaſt, he punithed the Enchanters 
Sorcerer, and the Miniſters and Inſtruments 0 
4 s' Cruelty; and alſo cauſed his Sons to 

ſain whom fle had made Caſar. Not tong 
after this, one Alexander a Commander in Africk 
rebelled” and uſurped the Name and Authority) of 
Emperor; againſt whom Conſtantine ſent an Army 
from Rome, which coming to an Engagement, len- Alexans | 
ander was overthrown and lain ; S0 that the whole on * g 
Empire now remained peaceably under the Com- 


mand of or pete and Licinius. And tho' the 


of theſe two were equal, yet the Valour 
Reputation of wa rhe was far greater, and 

eloved and eſteemed by all 
Men than Licinius; remaining moſt commonly in 
Nome, adminiſtring Juſtice to all Men with Wiſe -- 
dom and Diſcretion, reading the Holy Scriptures 
and daily enriching and propagating t che Church a 


of God. 
' Lieinins who had hicherro diſſembled with Con- The OY | 


ſtantine and the World, having now the whole Ea- Pratiicerof 


= Empire at his Command, began to ſhe w him- Licinius- 

ſelf in his proper Colours, heartily eſpouſing the 

Cauſe of the Pagans, and by a Law exprelly. for- 

bad the Chriſtian Biſhops to viſit the Houles of the 

- Gentiles, leſt their intimate Converſe might pro- 

more * — of Chriſtianity among _ 5 
e b But 
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But not ſatisfied. with this, he took Occaſion to 


5 


ſhew his utmoſt Malice, raiſing a moſt bloody per- 
ſiecution againſt the Cbriſtians, whom he rigo- 
roully purſued with all poſſible Cruelties: So that 
the Ea and Weſt, as Euſebius obſerves, ſeemed 
like Night and Day, a dreadful: Darkneſs over - 
5 1 the former, while the latter enjoyed all 
the happy Sun-ſhine of Peace and Proſperity,, He 
_ -- likewiſe made uſe of ſeveral treacherous PraQti- 
ces againſt the perſon of Conftantine, - whom he 
both envyed and hated, contriving all imaginable 
Methods to deſtroy him. In Compaſſion to the 
Chriſtians deplorable Condition, and to chaſtiſe the 
monſtrous  Inconſtancy and Ingratitude of Lici- 
nius, as well as his horrible Perſidiouſneſs and 
Hypocriſie, whom no Tyes of Blood or Intereſt 
could oblige, Conſtantine reſolved upon an Expe- 
dition againſt him. Great Preparations were made 
on both Sides, and the two Emperors and Ar- 
mies meeting in Panonia near Cybalis, Conſtantine in 
the midſt of his Chriſtian Bi ſhops and Chaplains, | 
begged the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, while the other 
called for his Pagan Prieſts, Fortune- Tellers and In- 
chanters. And the Succeſs was according to their 
Practice; for immediately after a ſharp Battel was 
fought between them, where notwithſtanding Li- 
._ cinius made a brave Reſiſtance, all his Forces were 
overthrown, and his Camp enter'd, he himſelf 
flying as far as the City of Bizantium... Where to 
relieve himſelf, and to ſtrengthen his Intereſt and 
Authority, he made one of his Commanders 
cali'd Martian, Cæſar, who was Maſter and Steward 
ok his Houſhold; and raiſing all the Forces he 
could, he prepared for a ſecond Battel. In the 
mean time Conſtantine, making his Sons Criſpus 
and Conſtantine, Cæſar; he ſeiz d on the Provin- ÞD 
Ces of Dacia, 277105 Macedonia, and others in Eu- 1 
rope, Which were ſubject to Licinius. Licinius having 
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now gather'd together a conſiderable Army, re- 
new'd the War, which prov'd very variable and 
expenſive, nll by the Interceſſio n of his Wife Con- 
ſtantia, and Siſter to Conſtantine, a Truce and Peace 
was made between them. But through the Eno 
and Malice of Licinius, the War broke out a ſ ' © 
cond Time, which was carry'd on by Sea and 
Land with greater Power and Fury than ever. 
And both theſe Emperors and Rivals coming a- 
gain to a general Battel, in the Province of Bi- 
Ones whither Liciniut had withdrawn himſelf, 
after vaſt Struglings and Bloodſhed, ee Arn 
Valour of Conſtantine pong and Licinius being 
entirely defeated, eſcaped by Flight to Nicomedia, 
whicher Conftantive purſued and beſieged him. Yet. 
by the Means of his Wife Conſtantia, | Conſtantine 
granted him his Life, upon Condition he ſurren- 
dered himſelf, and agreed to lead a private and 
obſcure Life. We are told that Conſfantine con- 
firmed theſe Conditions by Oath, and ſent Licinius 
16 Tbeſſalonica; but afterwards fearing a new Re- 
bellion, or rather indeed finding him actually in- 
gaged. he commanded. him to be put to Death, The Death. 
tir. ogether with Martian whom he had made Ceſar; of Licini- 
as fror which Act Conſtantine is blamed by ſome Au- 
i= chors, and excuſed by others. This was the fatal 
End of Licinius, who with Conſtantine, may be 
led the 41ſt Emperor of Rome, after a wicked 
Reign of thirteen Tears after the Death of his true 
Predeceſſor Galerius; being a Prince not only blamd 
or his great Ignorance in Learning, which he 
alled a publick Peſt, but alſo juſtly branded with 
Wis great Cruelties, Incontinence, and Avarice, 
his hapned in the 18th Lear of the Reign of 
Nonſtantine, the 1077th of the City, and 323d of 
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554 .' ĩ4ͤ. "The Roman Hiſtory, Book II. Ct 
A4. D. IV. The Defeat and Death of Licinius gave ma 
223. Conſtamine full Power and Authority, and made fe 
Conflan- him ſole Monarch of the Roman Empire; his the 
tine Sole 1 for ſome Space attended with an uni- che! 
Emperor. verſal Peace and Security, Cbriſtianity and all Art the 
Aaily flouriſhing and encreaſing. He was generab C 
5 8 and much honoured by his Subjects, 

for his Juſtice and Clemency; and no leſs dreaded 
by the barbarous Nations, for his Conduct and Va- 

: pots but was molt of all eſteemed and admired 
dy the Chriftians in all Nations, whoſe Affairs he 
now promoted with greater Vigour than ever. He 
beſtowed many extraordinary Benefits, "Privileges, 

and Donatives upon the Biſhops and Churches, 

and generally upon all Cbriſtians, entirely aboliſh- 

ing all Laws and Edicts that had ever been made 

to their Prejudice; and he iſſued out ſpecial Edicts, 
commanding that no more Temples ſhould, be built 

to the Honour of any Pagan God. He alſo com- 
manded that in all the Provinces of the Empire; 
the Orders of the Biſnhops ſhould be exactly ob- 
a ſetved; and to ſuch: as wanted a Competency for 
L Subſiſtance, he aſſigned Goods and Rens to main- 
ttain them during their Lives. He not only took Care 
for the Cbriſtian in the Empire, bur uſed ſuch 
Methods by his Ambaſſadors and otherwiſe, that 

An Perſia and other Countries, they were not op- 
preſſed, as) formerly; ſo that the Goſpel was in- 
churaged and ' propagated in many Parts of the 
World, by the Means and Methods of this migh- 
ty Emperor. But in this great Proſperity of the 
Church, its Peace was highly diſturbed, and its 
Purity dangerouſly corrupted by the Errors and 
Hereſies of the famous Arius, 4 Prieſt in Alex 
Adria; Which in nine or ten Years time, became 

_ fo popular and prevalent in many Provinces, * 
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Chap. VII. Conſtantine the Great XLI. 355 
| the Emperor himſelf was obliged. to interpoſe, and 2 5 
gave make uſe of extraordinary Remedies. for this In- 
fection. In order to Which, he reſolved to call in 

his che Aſſiſtance of the whole Chriſtian Church; and 
chereupon iſſued our his Letters into all parts of 2, a = 
Clergy to meet at an appointed Day at Nice, the Council at 
Metropolis of Bithynia in the leſſer Aa; and this Nice. 

-adeq I was the firſt general Council eſtabliſped hy human 4. PD. 
Laws ſince Our Saviour's Nativity. To this place 377 


repaired about chree hundred and eighteen Bis 


ſhops, beſides an innumerable; Company of Prefs 
byters and Deacons, together with the Emperor 
himſelf in great Pomp; all which Number, except 


about ſeventeen, unanimouſſiy condemned the He. 
reſie of Arius, who was thereupon baniſhed; toge - 
cher wu his Aſſoc iat, (ole nu hut bilo ets 
In the ſame Year Conſtantine conferr'd the Dig- 
nity of Ceſar upon his Son Conſtantius, Who Was the 
ſecond he had by Fauſta, and ſent him into Gaul 
to defend that Province againſt the barbarous Na- 
tions. He likewiſe celebrated his Vicennalia, or 


twentieth Year of his Reign, both at Nicame die 


and Rome; and made many new Regulations in 


the Laws and State, reſtraining 1 TA 


of Uſury, and many other Inconveniences. . 
whereas ſeveral Complaints were made againſt his. 


Favourites and particular Friends; he publiſhed an 


Edict this Tear, allowing and inviting any one to 
come freely and accuſe them, promiſing Rewards 


to thoſe who made good their Accuſations, con- 
cluding his Edict with a moſt religious Proteſtation 


of his Sincerity.. But notwithſtanding, his wor- 
thy Adminiſtration, we ate told, that about this 


to his Enemies much to blacken his Reputation; Criſ 1 


which were his putting to Death his Son Criſpus and Fauſta 
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and his Empreſs Fuuſta, with ſome other Friends: 
And theſe, according to the moſt probable Ac- 
counts, were occaſioned firſt by the Empreſs's fal- 


Kung in Love with her Son-in-Law Criſpus, who 
-- + _- finding his Virtue equal to his Beauty, and im- 
_ ©  Pregnable againſt all her Solicitations, partly 


"through Rage and Diſappointment, and partly to 


(ſecure the Succeſſion of her own Sons, accusd 
him to the Emperor of Violence to her Honour 


and procured his Death. But the Emperor ſoon 

after finding out her Treachery, and himſelf no- 
toriouſſy abus d, commanded her to be be put to 
Death, with ſome others that joyn'd with her in 
her impious Projects. Some Authors wholly deny 
this Story, and that Criſpus and Fauſta were ever 
put to Death; but a greater Number aſſure us that 
they did ſuffer, tho' ſome of them are unſatisfi d 
about the Occaſion, declaring that the Cauſes were 
ſecret and unknown. Conſtantine was ſoon divert- 
ed from theſe domeſtick Troubles, by dangerous 
Itruptions of the Sarmatians and Scythians, àgainſt 

whom he made great Preparations; and building 
a Stone Bridge over the River Danube for his Con- 
veniency. he fought ſeveral Barrels with theſe Peo- 
ple, and reduced them, and likewiſe the Gorhs not 
„ tif mots fro gg 70 

©" Conſtanfine- having now reſtored perfect Peace 
and Tranquility to the Roman Empire, took up a 
Reſolution of transferring the Seat of the: Empite 
to ſome other place: Whether ir was, becauſe he 
vas offended at the Affronts of the People of 
Rome, When at a' certain Feſtival he ſpake con- 
temptibly of thoſe ſacred Rites, as Zoſimus reports 


itz or whether, becauſe he ſhould not honour that 100 


place with his Court, which for ſeveral Ages had 


been the chief Stage of Idolatry, and Scene of 
Mlartyrdom and perſecution; or wiggher, ä becaule 
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he thought the Eaſtern Parts more requir'd his Pre» 
ſence to defend them, not only. againſt the In- 9 
croachments of the Perſians, but againſt the In- 
roads of the Nort bern Nations, which at that time 
uſually broke in about thoſe Parts; or whatſoever” | 
elſe the Occaſion was, it was certainly a Poli 
very fatal und unfortunate to the Empire. He firſt = 
cus d made choice of a Plat at Chalcedon in the lefler 4fia, 
nour, to build a City; but we are told that upon mea- 
ſoon ¶ ſuring the Ground, an Eagle catched up the Line, 
no- and flew with it over to Bixantium on the other 
ut to fide the Water, which diverted the Undertaking. 
er in However at length he fix d upon Biz antium, à Ci- 
deny ty of Thrace, ſituated upon the Iſibmus, or Nec 
ever of the Helleſpont, between Europe and Aſia, a Place 
- that which Nature ſeem'd to have form'd, on © 
tisſ d to command the World. He re-edify'd and en- 
were larged this City, beautifying it with moſt ſtately . 
wert · N and magnificent Building, and all the ſeveral Or- 
erous  naments which Art could invent, or Wealth could 
rainlt purchaſe, or any curious piece of Antiquity, 
ding MW whic Rome or any other part could furniſn; ſo 
Con- ¶ chat to enrich this City, he impoveriſhed moſt of 
\Peo- the Cities of the Empire. He likewife endowed 
s not Nit with vaſt Privileges and Immunities, peopled it 
N vich the beſt Families he could draw from Rome, 
Peace Nor other places in the Empire; and by a Law en- 
up a N graven upon a Stone Pillar, and plac d in the Stra- 
"pic iegium, near the Emperor's Statue on Horſe- back, 
e he he commanded that this City ſnould be call'd NR 
e of NROAE; tho', notwithſtanding the Edict, it re- 
con- Mains the Honour of his Name, being call d Con · Conſtam 
ſtantinople to this Day. In imitation of Rome he tine re. 
ook in Seven Hills by a Wall, which for Height, “!, 
IThickneſs and Beauty, was the nobleſt in the $22 ro Bis - 
World. The Foundation was laid in the 23d Year zantium, 
f his Reign, A. D. 328. and ſiniſted and dedicated 4. D. 
. . | | about 33% 


bout cw Fears at which Time the ee 
repair d to it, and ſeitled there with all his 
: Court, making 3 it the Imperi Seat, as was alſo ob- 
ſerved . by all his-Succeflors.. This made a great Al- 
teration, and different Circulation in the Body po- 
irrick:; for the Empire which before had been de- 
Sag by its old Age, grievouſſy diſtemper' d by 
inward Heats and Diſtractions, and — un- 
derer ſo vaſt a Bulk and Pletbhora as Nature could not 
govern, being forc'd as it were by Conſtantine to 
Change its natural, and native Air, by ſo violent an 
Alteration, it contracted i its Mortal Infirmity. - And 
the Empire by this means being ſometimes divided 
by a kind of Neceſſity, it fo far declin'd, that a- 
bout 146 Tears after, all the Weſtern: Parts were 
torn in pieces and deſtroyd by the barbarous Na- 
tions, and Jraly and Nome it elf pillag d and i nen 
ly: poſſeſs d by the Gotbs. i 
Th great Alteration of the. Remaval af the la 
perial Sear, Wis made in the 25th Yeat of this Em- 
perors Reign, and the 084th from the Build- 
ing of Rome, 372 Years after the beg ginning, of the 
Empire under Fulius Cæſar, 355 after the full Set- 
tlement of it by Auguſtus, 3 30 after our Saviour's 
Nativity, 234 after rhe laſt of the twelve Cæſqam, 

' 213 aſter the Death of Trajan, when the Empire 
”_— in the greateſt Exrent, 137 after the publick 
Sale of the Einpire, 71 after the Beginning of the 
thirty Tyrants, and about ſeven before the Death 
of Conftentine.) He alſo new modell'd ihe Empire, 
2 it into four Quarters, - over which were 
emen -Gorernors: calFd. Prætorian Præfedi. | 
2 „The — d 14 Dioceſſes, each governed by a 
f Hicarius, or Lieutenant, under the Prefect, reſiding 
4 . + arahe Metrop lis of the Dioceſs; and the Dior eſſes | 
1 divided into 120. Provinces, cach — ae 
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very chief City of a Province was an Arch-biſhop, 


and in the chief City of a Diocels à Patriarch, 


the Dioceſſes were as following. 1. Britain, now _ 


England, and part of Scotland, divided into g Pro- 


vinces. 2. Gaul, containing the Modern France, 


part of the Lou. Countries, Germany and Italy, and 


divided into 17 Provinces, 3. Hiſpania, contain- 


ing the Modern Spain, Portugal, and part of Bar- 


bary, and divided into 7 Provinces. Theſe Three 
made up one of the Four Parts of the Empire, rułd 


by that Prefe called Præfectus-Prætorio Galliarum. 


4. Italy, containing about half the Modern Ih, 


with part of Switzerland, and divided into 7 Pro» 
vinces. 5.. Rome, Contat 


dern Italy, with the 


of the Modern Barbary 


ning the reſt of the Mo- 
lands, and divided into 10 
provinces. 6. Africa, containing the greateſt Part 
„ and divided into 6 Pro- 


vinces. Theſe Three made another of the Four _ 


Parts of the Empire, and ruled by the, Prefe&us- 


Pratorio Iraliæ; to which Prefecture was afterwards 


added the Dioceſs of. 7. hricum, containing the . - 


Modern Hungary, - Sclavonia, Boſnia, Croatia, Dal. 
matia, with part of Germany, and was divided into 
7. Provinces. 8. Dacia, containing the Modern Tran- 


ſfirvania, Walachia, Moldavia, Beſſarabia, Servia, _ 


and part of Bulgaria, and divided into 5 Provinces. 
9. Macedonia Or Greece, containing the Modern Ma- 
cedonia, Fanna, Canina, Livadia, Morea, and part 


of Arbania, and divided into ſeven Provinces 


Theſe Three made another of the Four Parts, ruled 
10. Thrace, con- 


by the Præfectus-Prætorio Ilyrici. 10. Th 
aining the Modern Romania, and part of Bulgaria, 


and divided into 6 Provinces, 11. Pontut, con- 


taining near half the Modern Natolia, and divi- 


ded into 11 Provinces. 


* 


12. Aſia, containing moſt 
OY oe i oy os | 


Chap. VII. Conſtantine the Great XL. 119 
In many other Cities was an. Officer call d Defew-  - ' } 
ſor Civitats, in each of which was a Biſhop, in e- | 
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